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Two Ways of Defining Greatness – Luke 22:25-27

Pastor Alex Craig

The Common Definition According to the world the most important people are the ones who have the most money, the most influence, and the most education. The “important people” have the nicest cars, the biggest offices,
the biggest salaries, the most degrees, and the nicest homes. And this is why people who have lots of these things
want even more . . . it’s because they want to be seen as more “successful” than others.
Think about what the world tells us;
 Promote Yourself
 Assert Yourself
 Indulge Yourself
 Pamper Yourself
 Stand up for your own rights
 Feel good about yourself
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 Don’t let anyone push you around
Contrast this with what Jesus told us, “Deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me” Luke 9:23. J.B. Phillips once changed the Beatitudes so they reflected the heart of contemporary society,
Happy are the “pushers”: for they get on in the world. Happy are the hard-boiled: for they never let life hurt them.
Happy are they who complain: for they get their own way in the end. Happy are the blasé for they never worry
about their sins. Happy are the slave drivers: for they get results. Happy are the knowledgeable men of the world:
for they know their way around. Happy are the troublemakers: for they make people take notice of them.

Jesus points out that the way of the world is to live life this way. His way is different.
The Definition of Jesus. J esus gives us another alter native. He points out that though the wor ld sees the
teacher as the one who should be served, Jesus (the greatest of all teachers and men) took the role of a servant. Jesus washed their feet (the job of the lowest person). Jesus, the one who should have been fed by others was the one
doing the feeding. Jesus the One who deserved to have people give up their lives for Him chose instead to give up
His life for others.
Jesus says the truly significant person is the one who is a servant of God and likewise a servant of others. It’s a reminder that the chief role for spiritual leaders is to be servants. Let’s ask ourselves: Who am I really serving? Am I
truly serving others or am I really just serving myself?
A true servant mentality starts by being willing to do whatever God asks of us. It is that attitude that says,
“Whatever the Lord wants me to do, I will do.”
This servant mentality comes from our love for and our trust in Him. This kind of love and devotion comes because we really understanding the greatness of God and what Jesus did for us on the cross. When we serve ourselves the best we can hope for is the applause of men. When we truly serve others we will experience the applause
of the Father.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

146th Church
Anniversary Lunch
9:30 Adult Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

13
Mothers Day
9:30 Adult Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

20
9:30 Adult Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Newsletter due

27
9:30 Adult Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Sunny Sunday Exchange

Sat

5

2
Muriel Coutts
10 am Ladies Bible
Study

3

4

Carol & Ernie
Anniversary

Pregnancy Center
event

8

9

10

11

7 pm Bible Study
and Prayer

10 am Ladies Bible
Study

15

16

7 pm Bible Study
and Prayer

10 am Ladies Bible
Study

22

23

7 pm Bible Study
and Prayer

10 am Ladies Bible
Study

14
21

Gail Burgess

Fri

1
7

28

Thu

Rebecca McAuslan
7 pm Bible Study
and Prayer

Sunny Sunday Exchange

6

Wed

29

30

John & Sharon
McGrail Anniversary
7 pm Bible Study
and Prayer

10 am Ladies Bible
Study

17

12

Robert Dillon

Wendy Loosley
7 pm Island
Getaway

18

19

Betty McPhee

24

25

26

7 pm Chess

31

1
Ladies Outing to
London

Mark Your Calendars!
2018 Spring Clean-up Days

Please come up to camp on May 5 and May 12 to help get camp ready for
summer! We have a number of small repairs to make around camp, firewood
to prepare and buildings to clean. There are a variety of tasks for all ages and
skill levels. Lunch and coffee break are provided.
Contact Geoff Rae to let him know you're coming.

Alumni Day at Camp Hermosa - June 16

Calling all Camp Hermosa Alumni! We are excited to host a free day of fun
activities at Camp Hermosa on Saturday, June 16. Whether it's been a few
months or many years, we hope you'll come back to camp to reconnect with
old friends and to share memories.

http://www.camphermosa.org/
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Good Friday was indeed special
this year as we hosted the congregations of St. Paul's United and
St. Andrews Presbyterian.
The sanctuary was pretty well
full and the choir of over 30 voices was spectacular.
To the right we see the cross being carried into the church by
members of all three congregations.
Below is our music director,
Cheryl Cassin singing a solo on
Easter Sunday. Another encouraging service.

Come to a 'Tropical Paradise' where
Friends Meet!
Many Thanks to Diane for gifting the church with Ruth’s piano. It will provide many years
of beautiful and encouraging accompaniment for our worship
services.

First Baptist Church Petrolia

Saturday May 12 at 7 p.m.
We're hosting an evening of games,
friendship, and lots of fun. Refreshments provided. Come and bring a
friend....'tropical garb' is welcome!
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Looking Ahead:
***********************
9:30 a.m. each Sunday
Adult Sunday School

**********************
10:30 a.m. each Sunday
Corporate Worship
Junior Church for children
All are Welcome
******************
June 1
Ladies Adventure in London
************************************
VBS is being planned for July 23—29
Details will be distributed as soon as they are available.
The date may change. Watch for updates
*******************************

Missionfest is
November 10
Central Baptist, Sarnia

Association Annual Meeting
April 21 was the 145th Annual Meeting of the Lambton, Huron
Middlesex Association of Baptist Churches. Quite a statistic noting that our church is getting ready to celebrate our 146th Anniversary.
Rev. Dr. Dave Overholt was the speaker for the morning. His
theme was “Reaching and Keeping the Next Generation”. He is lead pastor of Church on the
Rock in Hamilton. This church grew out of Dave’s youth group and ministers mostly to younger
people. He is also a teacher at Tyndale Seminary.
His main points regarding Youth ministry and keeping young people interested is to have a culture in the church that welcomes young people. Most times the culture has to be built new because many churches don’t focus much on young people.
He also pointed out if what you say and what the church environment don’t have the same message, words will lose. Cultures are not the same as programs. Cultures are people being real
with everyone, not putting on a Sunday Show. The symbols we use, stories we tell and habits we
develop are all part of the culture.
Dave’s blog: https://daveoverholt.com/
http://www.churchontherock.ca/
http://www.tyndale.ca/
After Dave’s presentations, we enjoyed a great lunch catered by the Arkona Ladies.
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4

May 2018

Pastor Brian Running for Team Hoyt
Rick was born in 1962 to Dick and Judy Hoyt. As a result of oxygen
deprivation to Rick’s brain at the time of his birth, Rick was diagnosed with spastic quadriplegia with cerebral palsy. Many challenges were met and conquered by Rick and his father Dick.
In the spring of 1977, Rick told his father that he wanted to
participate in a 5-mile benefit run for a Lacrosse player who
had been paralyzed in an accident. Far from being a longdistance runner, Dick agreed to push Rick in his wheelchair
and they finished all 5 miles, coming in next to last. That
night, Rick told his father, “Dad, when I’m running, it feels
like I’m not handicapped.”
Since then, team Hoyt has become an international charity that raises funds to help people with various medical
difficulties. Pastor Brian Horribin ran in the Boston Marathon April 16. Below are his wife Ruth’s comments
after the race.
Results are in! The weather was horrible...even worse this year than 2015! Driving rain, strong headwind, and
cold temps. But what a difference being healthy and getting a good sleep make. His time was 3:27:15, which,
although it is slow compared to his qualifying time of 3:16:08, was a good pace considering the weather. As the
commentator said, a lot of the runners' energy is diverted to keeping their body warm, especially because of
their low body fat. He placed 7,167 out of 29,978 runners. 5,644 out of 16,587 for men. And 479 out of 2,167 for
his age division. He feels like he was run over by a truck...every muscle in his body was tensed up because of the
cold...but he is happy to have had this second chance to run for Team Hoyt. 28 runners raised $142,000! Thanks
everyone, for the prayers and encouragement!
http://www.teamhoyt.com/index.html
More info: http://www.wallaceburgcourierpress.com/2015/03/13/marathon-men-running-for-a-cause-in-boston

ANNIVERSARY – NEXT SUNDAY – May 6 th.

Join with us on this date as we celebrate the
146 th. anniversary of our church.
Pastor Alex will be speaking and the Lambton
Youth Choir will be providing special music.

A special anniversary lunch will be served
following our service of celebration.
Our ladies are asking if you would bring a
dessert to share.
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Deacon’s Report
The deacons have been very busy this year taking care of the business and spiritual needs of our
church. They meet regularly to discuss the needs of the church and the congregation. Pastor Alex has
been a great blessing to the deacons and our congregation as he tends to the spiritual needs of not only
the deacons but also each member of our congregation. He also spends much time visiting with our
sick and shut-ins bringing the love of Jesus to each one.
Our Adult Bible Study meets each Wednesday evening with between 16 and 20 people attending each
week. Pastor Alex is leading us through an in-depth study of the Book of Acts.
Our Annual Business Meeting took place in the Fellowship Room on Tuesday, February 27, 2018 with
23 members and adherents present.
Far East Broadcasting held a friendship dinner and seminar at the church on March 6 th with 42
people in attendance. Following dinner, the FEBC representative from Vietnam conducted a very educational and informative program explaining the work of Far East Broadcasting.
The March deacon’s meeting was held at the church on March 22 nd. Several things were discussed as we made plans for our Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Anniversary and Mother’s Day services.
Good Friday Service - March 30 th.,– St. Paul’s United and St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Churches
joined with us for a joint Good Friday service. Pastor Alex conducted the worship service and soloists
Peter Davey of St. Paul’s United and Bettina Hart of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian provided special music.
A joint choir composed of singers from all three churches was directed by Bettina Hart. A large number
of people attended. A time of fellowship followed the service.
Easter Sunday Service – April 1, 2018 – The day started out with a full breakfast prepared by Ron
Pratt and the men of the church. Pastor Alex Craig brought the Easter message and Cheryl Cassin provided special music including a solo – “How Beautiful.” The service ended with the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper.
ANNIVERSARY SERVICE - our 146 th. Anniversary Service will be held on Sunday, May 6 th.
Pastor Alex will be speaking and the Lambton Youth Choir will be providing special music. Our ladies
are preparing for a special anniversary lunch following our service of celebration.
COMMUNION – MAY – Due to the fact that the first Sunday in May will be our Anniversary Sunday,
communion will be observed on the following Sunday, May 13 th.
POLICE VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECKS with PSOD – (Police Checks) – are now required before
anyone can be involved with Vacation Bible School or any other youth activities. These take time to be
processed so please check it out shortly if you wish to assist with V.B.S.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is still in the planning stage. More information will be forthcoming.
P. A. SYSTEM - Our new P.A. system has been fully installed and is working well.
BAPTISMAL REFURBISHMENT is still in the planning stages.
SIGN REPAIR – a contractor has been approached and is looking into what can be done to level our
church sign and improve its appearance.
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Your next newsletter will be
in your inbox or mailbox
May 27
Please have your info to
Wanda by May 20
The next newsletter will cover June and July
wjpratt10@outlook.com

The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is
fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this
time, please contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader: Alex Craig 1-519-7863325
Deacons:
Harald Rust—519-882-0104
Brad Loosley – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740
Bill Baker – 519-882-2325 Chairman
Find us on facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church
-PetroliaFirst Baptist Church Petrolia
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