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Happy New Year

Promises To Count On In 2018

Pastor Alex Craig

Hello to all my FBC church family. I hope you had a wonderful Christmas with family and friends.

As the New Year 2018 looms, I would like to share a few thoughts from Psalm 138:7-8 which I hope it will uplift
your faith and encourage your heart as it has mine.
7. Though I am surrounded by troubles, You will protect me from the anger of my enemies.
You reach out your hand, and the power of your right hand saves me.
8 The Lord will work out his plans for my life - for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever. Don’t abandon me,
for you made me. (NLT)
What a great truth! What a great promise from God: "The Lord will work out his plans for my life!"
These verses assure me (and all believers in Jesus)
Megganactively
Douglas
(1)Photo
That credit:
God is always
watching over me and knows when "I’m surrounded by troubles."

(2) That God will intervene for me and "reach out His hand" against those who seek my harm;
(3) That God will "save me by the power of His right hand.”
From situations that would try to overwhelming me.
(4) That God will shower me with "mercy or faithful love that endures forever" in spite of how often I seem to get
myself into predicaments.
But best of all: "The Lord will work out his plans for my life." I love this verse and this promise. God promises
that He will not only manage everything in my life, but that He will manage those things. Perfectly!
He promises me that 2018 will contain no mistakes, no accidents, no coincidences, no "fate", no curve-balls, and
no situations of any kind that God has not already looked at, assayed, and deemed to be "perfectly designed" for
my blessing, spiritual growth, and best interests.
We all can rest in this great promise like a babe in its mother's loving arms--safe, secure, and protected.
And this then results in "the peace of God which passes all understanding." (Philippians 4:7).
And that’s the bottom line!
John 14:27 – ““I am leaving you with a gift - peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.” NLT
Happy New Year!
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 7:00 p.m.

2

3

4

5

6

8

9 7:00 p.m. Bible

10

10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study

11

12 Travis Brandon

13

15 7:00 p.m. puz-

16 7:00 p.m.

18

19

20 7:00 p.m. Movie

26

27

Association Executive
Meeting

7 9:30 Adult

Sunday

School

149:30 Adult

Sun-

day School

219:30 Adult

Sun-

day School

28 9:30 Adult

Sunday School
10:30 Worship
11:30 Sunny Sunday
Exchange
Jessica Jay

Study and Prayer
Meeting

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

17 10:00 a.m.

zlemania & crafts
galore

22 7:00 p.m.

Association Full Council
Meeting

23 7:00 p.m.

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

24 10:00 a.m.

25

Ladies Bible Study

ing

29

30 7:00 p.m.

31 10:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m. “Me Time”

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

Ladies Bible Study

Deacon’s Meet-

Night

Ladies Bible Study

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
49:30 Adult

Sunday

School

5

6 7:00 p.m.

12

13 7:00 p.m.

19

20 7:00 p.m.

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

7 10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study

8

Fri
2 Jim Douglas

Sat

3

9

10

16

17

10:30 Worship

11 9:30 Adult

Sun-

day School

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

14 10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study

15 Leone Mater

10:30 Worship

18 9:30 Adult

Sun-

day School

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

10:30 Worship

25 9:30 Adult

Sunday School
10:30 Worship
11:30 Sunny Sunday
Exchange

21 10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study

22

23

24 Daniel Rust

Sally Dillon

26
“Me Time”
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27 7:00 p.m.

Bible
Study and Prayer
Meeting

28 10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study
Helen McDonald
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Looking Ahead:
***********************
10:30 a.m. each Sunday
Corporate Worship
Junior Church for children
All are Welcome
******************
9:30 a.m. each Sunday
Adult Sunday School

**********************
Jan 9 and every Tuesday after
Bible Study and Prayer 7:00 p.m.
*************************************
Jan 15 7:00
Puzzlemainia & Crafts Galore
***************************
Jan 20-7:00 p.m.
Movie Night
*********************
Jan 28 After worship
Sunny Sunday Exchange
**********************
Jan 29 7:00 p.m.
Me Time
*************************
Late January watch for a
Family Day Service
*****************************
Feb 1,2018 7:00 p.m.
Executive Meeting for MLH Association
Strathroy Baptist Church
*****************************
Early February watch for a
Youth Service
*************************
Feb 22, 2018 7:00 p.m.
MLH Association Full Counsel Meeting
Strathroy Baptist
************************
Feb 25 After Worship
Sunny Sunday Exchange
**************************
Feb 26 7:00 p.m.
“Me Time’
*************************
March 6 6:30 p.m.
Far East Broadcasting Friendship Dinner
*************************
April 7
Spring Rally For Ladies at Westview
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Here are some of the highlights of the December Deacon’s Meeting:
1) Permission was granted for Pastor Alex to join the
speaking group at Meadowview, Albany, Fiddicks
and CEE for 2018.
2) Ernie Rankin submitted a bill to the Church for work
during the Insurance Claim for $2,100.00 dollars based
on $40.00 dollars per hour, was approved.
3) The PA System was approved and the contract was
signed with Horizon solutions to be installed in Jan .
2018.
4) The Deacon’s agreed to continue with the Bible
Study and Prayer meetings, every Tuesday that was
proving to be great success.
5) The Church Website and Facebook pages are proving to be a success.
6) The Deacon’s continue to work on fixing or replacing Baptismal tank.
7) From the sale of the Parsonage, the Deacon’s were
requested to prepare a list of organizations to give
our proportion back to the Community being
$13,500 .
The list outlined below, will also be posted at the
back of the Church:
Camp Hermosa
$5,000
Sarnia Lambton Hospice
1,000
Teen Challenge
1,000
VBS
500
Food Bank
1,000
Life Water
1,000
Pregnancy Centre
500
Daily Bread
500
Far East Broadcasting
1,000
Mission Aviation
1,000
Shoe Box Program
500
Gord & Ruth Park (Spanish Bible Mission) 500
Your next newsletter will be in your inbox or mailbox February 25. Please have your info to Wanda by
February 18. It will cover March and April.
wjpratt10@outlook.com
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Ladies Christmas Party
By Donna McAuslan
What a treat a group of ladies were greeted with on the cold snowy
night of Mon. Dec. 11, 2017. Carol, Wyn and Karen had planned a
LADIES NIGHT for the First Baptist Ladies and friends. The fellowship room was inviting and we were welcomed to some hot apple
cider or punch as we filtered into the room.
We settled into our seats around our table and we opened the program with singing accompanied by the piano. Karen pointed out
that since we were at Jesus’s Birthday Party we would be playing
some games. Were we “game” for this??

The first game was choosing a Christmas Card from the center of our
table and signing a greeting with our name, sealing the card up in the envelope and then forming a
circle. As Karen read the Christmas story we were instructed to listen to 2 certain words. When
Karen said the word “left” we would pass the card to the person on our left and receive another
card from the person on our other side. When Karen said “right” we would pass the card in our
hands to the person on our right. What fun! It didn’t
take long before some of us were messed up and holding 2 cards in our hands. Oh Boy!! Then part way
through the story we had to pass it 2 places each time.
This created more confusion. We were all laughing as
we returned to our seats with the last card (or 2) in our
hands to open up and take home.
Next, was a fashion show depicting “people” that
would have been in biblical days. Ie. Magi, angels,
kings, shepherds etc. We separated into groups and
were directed to pick out a piece of clothing from a
collection and someone in our group would model it
for the ladies. We quickly wrote out a description of
our clothing and had fun watching and listening to the
items displayed as the models walked through the crowd. Above are our models with their impromptu costumes.
Following this we were given a Biblical Recipe. We had teams of 2 or 3 and looked up the various
verses to make a Biblical Cake. As we flipped through the verses and found the ingredients in the
Bible our cake came together.
We also learned the stories of some special Manger Scenes brought along by some of the ladies.
Above is one brought by Bev Woolaver. And of course, wonderful snacks to finish the evening!
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CBWOQ Women’s Conference
APRIL 2018!
Come Thirsty | Drink Deeply | because there’s more

Join Baptist women from Ontario and Quebec on Friday April 27 and Saturday April 28 at
Mississauga Chinese Baptist Church, Mississauga.
2 amazing plenary speakers, 1 dynamic worship leader and 10 workshop leaders are poised
to offer you more ways to pursue God and more ways to mission.
This a time apart for women who long for more of God and more of mission . . . because
there is more! And more information at: https://baptistwomen.com/events/

Lisa Jacobson writes a blog about the Christian
Life. One of her recent ones tackled the question, “Did Mary Know?” Her train of thought
and real life question is answered in the blog at
the link below:
https://club31women.com/do-you-really-thinkmary-knew-after-all/

Many thanks to those who decorated the sanctuary
and fellowship hall for the Christmas season. Not sure
of all the names, but whoever did it, you did a great
job and you are much appreciated.
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Welcome
Our new Tech leader is Meggan Douglas. She has
been ‘in training’ since about October and has a good
handle on the job now. Meggan is a 17 year old Grade
12 student at LCCVI with plans to go into the Social
Service Worker program at either Lambton or North
Bay.
Besides her considerable Technical skills, we have
seen her often in the Lambton Youth Choir performances. She also does part time music tutoring, She
likes hunting with her dad and loves spending time on
the water at her family cottage in the Bruce Peninsula.
Since she is also doing the announcements on the slide
presentations, she is the one who needs info about upcoming events as well as Helga for the bulletin.
The best way to contact her is email: meggangracedouglas@gmail.com.

Speaking of things technical, the Middlesex, Lambton, Huron Association Website is well worth a good
look.
There is a page with all the Association Churches
listed with links to their various web sites. Another
page has various documents like applications for
grants.
A calendar of events is up to date and extends into
April 2018

Another page features our recent Missionfest. There is also some info about how the Association is organized and
how the Association connects to other Canadian Baptist congregations. Links also send you to Camp Hermosa’s
web site and Baptist Women’s web site.
The church’s new web site is: http://firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this time, please contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader: Alex Craig 1-519-786-3325
Deacons: Larry Ainsworth – 519-882-1019
Brad Loosley – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740
Bill Baker – 519-882-2325
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia-
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