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The Most Important Thing

Alex Craig

Luke 10:38-42, tells us of one thing that is absolutely necessary if we are to live a healthy, happy, useful Christian
life. It’s the record of Mary and Martha entertaining the Lord Jesus in their home.
Martha was an excellent hostess and was busy preparing a meal for Jesus and His disciples. Mary, on the other
hand, sat at His feet and listened to all the wonderful things He had to say. Martha said to herself, “What a privilege to prepare a meal for Him!” and Mary said, “What a privilege to sit at His feet!”- And they were both right
(verse 39).
Martha, however, felt that Mary was unreasonable in leaving her to serve the meal, and even questioned the Lord
for allowing her to sit at His feet while there was work to be done (verse 40). Jesus then spoke very tenderly to Martha. “You are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better,
and it will not be taken away from her. ”(verses 41 and 42)
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Mary
had
chosen
that “one
thing!” In Jesus’ commendation we see what is the number-one requirement for every
Christian - not service, but sitting at the feet of the Lord Jesus (verse 39).
1. Think what this “one thing” implies: what it really means to sit at the feet of the Lord Jesus and hear His Word.
It implies Reception. In ver se 38 we read that Mar tha r eceived J esus into her house, and Mar y r eceived Him
also (verse 39). Before Mary could sit at the Savior's feet she must have welcomed Him into her presence. To sit at
His feet and listen to His words implies that this reception had taken place. Have you received the Lord Jesus into
your heart and life as definitely and as truly as Martha and Mary received Him into their home?

It Implies Devotion. The fact that Mar y was sitting at the Savior ' s feet indicates that she loved Him ver y
much. She loved Him because He first loved her (1 John 4:19); she loved Him for His own sake, for His teaching,
but above all for what He was going to do for her upon Calvary’s cross. And in order that she might keep His
words, she was listening to them and learning them.
It implies Submission. Mar y did not stand; she sat down at His feet, indicating that she r ecognized J esus as
her Lord. She subjected herself to His authority, truth and teaching. She sat in the place of humility.
2. Why is this “one thing” so absolutely necessary?
It is absolutely necessary if we are to experience a well-balanced Christian life. The two elements of a wellpoised Christian life are sitting and serving. How much time do we spend alone with our Lord, in comparison with
the time we spend in His service?
It is absolutely necessary for growth in grace. It is absolutely necessary for clear guidance. It is absolutely
necessary for overcoming self. Mar tha was ir ritated and distr acted, and she complained - verse 40. Do you
sometimes say rash, hurtful things? Why do we do these things - for the same reason that Martha failed! It is absolutely necessary to gain His commendation. Our Lor d is pleased, when we sit and lear n of Him and spend
time alone with Him.
We can only get this “one thing” by real determination and resolution. We’re told that Mary chose to sit at Jesus’
feet. It was a matter of deliberate choice. Lord help us in all our lives to honour You as Mary did!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1 10:00 Ladies 2

5 9:30 Adult Bible Study

6 2—4 p.m.

10:30 Worship and Junior church

Baptist Women
Day of Prayer

12

13

9:30 Adult Bible Study

10:30 Worship and Junior church
Collect Shoeboxes

19 9:30 Adult Bible Study

20

10:30 Worship and Junior Church

Fri

Sat

4 7:00 a.m. Men's

3

Bible Study

Breakfast

Helen Rust

9:30 Ladies Day Apart

7

8

9

10

11

7:00 p.m. Bible
Study of Acts

10:00 Love Day.

Madeline
Pierce

14

15

16

17

18

7:00 p.m. Bible
Study of Acts

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

21

22

23

24

25

7:00 p.m. Bible
Study of Acts

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

5:00 p.m. Missionfest

11:30 Spaghetti Lunch

26 9:30 Adult Bible Study

27 7:00 p.m. 28

29

10:30 Worship and Junior Church

Me Time

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

Food Bank Sunday

Leo Bradshaw

7:00 p.m. Bible
Study of Acts

30

Noah Jones
11:30 Coffee Break
Helga Mursall

The church’s new web site is: http://firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this time, please contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader: Alex Craig 1-519-786-3325
Deacons: Larry Ainsworth – 519-882-1019
Brad Loosley – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740
Bill Baker – 519-882-2325
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-PetroliaFirst Baptist Church Petrolia
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Looking Ahead:
***********************
10:30 a.m. each Sunday
Corporate Worship
Junior Church for children
All are Welcome
******************
9:30 a.m. each Sunday
Adult Sunday School
*******************
November 1, 15, 22, 29, 10:00 a.m.
New Ladies Bible Study
*******************
November 7, 14, 21, 28 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study of Acts and Prayer Meeting
*********************
November 19
Spaghetti Luncheon
****************
Nov 4
Ladies Fall Day Apart
*****************************
November 6 2—4 p.m.
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer
*************************
November 8
Love Day for our Congregation:
Come help us clean the kitchen and library
Bring a bag lunch
****************************
November 11
Missionfest will be at Forest Baptist
See Harald Rust for $10.00 tickets
*******************************
November 26
Sunny Sunday Exchange
After worship Coffee Break
******************************
November 27 7:00 p.m.
Me Time - color ing, Sudoku, wor d find, other
quiet pursuits

************************
December 11
Ladies Christmas Party
Watch for details to come
***************************
November 19
December newsletter items due.
Newsletter to be distributed by Nov 26

First Baptist Church Petrolia

Each Tuesday evening is Bible Study and Prayer
Meeting at 7:00 with Alex Craig.
The group is studying ACTS

Please watch our web page http://firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
and facebook page https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptist-Church-Petrolia- for more information as it becomes available.
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Business Meeting Highlights
A church business meeting was held October 24 in the fellowship
hall. There was a lot of information to share and a good number
of decisions to be made. These are some of the highlights.
The Pastor and Deacons are pleased at the way things have been
going lately. We seem to have come through a difficult time with
Pastor Phil’s illness and the lightning strike. The deacons are
pleased that the new Church directory has been completed and
distributed.

The main issues that needed to be decided were financial. With regards to the selling of the parsonage, it was decided to
tithe 10% to Christian projects. That money will go into the mission account and be distributed before the end of
December 2017. The first share of it will be to Missionfest where whatever is raised by the congregation will be matched
from the tithe amount.
Other things that will happen soon are:
*An expanded electrical panel to handle some of the increased need for power in various parts of the
church.
* A new Thermostat in the fellowship hall
* A new sound system
* A replacement bulb for the projector (approx. $400—$500. and a 4 week time frame to order)
* The bulbs in the basement lights will continue to be replaced as needed
* air conditioning in the fellowship hall/kitchen
A few things that were decided against were
* A dishwasher in the kitchen
* a new parking lot
By the Annual Meeting the end of February, there will be quotes to decide about fixing or replacing the baptistery.
Sunday School as we used to know it has ended; it has become J unior Chur ch with a lesson mor e like
what used to happen in Sunday School.
The Deacons and Trustees and Finance people are taking suggestions regarding other things that may need to be
fixed or improved around the church.
The outreach committee is busy with the Sunny Sunday Exchange and Me Time, both of which will happen the
last weekend of each month. Plans are being made for a movie night in November and another one in January.
The ladies Bible Study will start a new study in Mid November, “Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World”.
The ladies are also planning for Baptist Women’s day of prayer, a Ladies Road Trip, A Love Day to clean the
church kitchen and library, and a Christmas party.
The VPP is having some guests coming to town November 9,10, 11 and would like to use our church. That was
agreed to and Jean and Lee will oversee this community neighborliness.
There was some discussion regarding the prayer box outside. It was decided to keep it and pray for whatever
requests are put in it, even without a name.
Another discussion ensued regarding the church picking up people from apartments and nursing homes for various events. It was decided that the church did not have that kind of insurance liability coverage, so it will not
happen by the church. If individuals offer rides, that is on their own insurance.
First Baptist Church Petrolia
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November 5
Our November Church Prayer Partner
Oneida Baptist Church

What do House Cleaning and Love have to do with each other?
Some in our congregation are showing love to the whole
church family by cleaning and sorting in the kitchen and library
November 8. We are calling it Love Day, which was started by
Canadian Baptist Women in 2014 where we were encouraged
to do some act of love for our community.
By making the kitchen and library cleaner and tidier, it will be
healthier and easier to find things.

Each Wednesday morning, any Ladies who
are interested join together to study our Bibles and discuss topics that rise out of our
studies.
This new study will begin by mid November.

All ladies are welcome. Cost for the book
is $17.95 + taxes.

First Baptist Church Petrolia
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FIRST LADIES ELGIN ADVENTURE

On a pleasant morning on, August 24, 2017, Wanda, Carol, Jean, Danielle, Wendy,
Donna, Wyn, Joyce and Helga gathered at the church and headed to Sparta and area.
ROAD TRIP HERE WE COME!!

Our first stop was Winter Wheat on Quaker Rd. off of Highway #3 just past the
hamlet of Sparta. A true shopping
experience like no other. A place of
amazing metal creations set amongst
tall pines in the country. As we meandered around the grounds, at every
turn we encountered rustic garden
decorum, wooden accents and heard
music appearing to float through the
air. Upon closer inspection we spotted speakers discretely hidden in a
stump or other objects. What a calming effect .
As well, to continue with this feeling, there were serene settings
on the property. There were a few little gathering places to rest
yourself and even one little cabin- like building had tea and coffee and cookies. I’m sure that would not spoil our
lunch later. Would it??? It truly is a place of peace and tranquility.
Time to leave, even though we could have rested there longer. We loaded up and back tracked to the intersection
of Quaker Rd. and Sparta Line to the store Anything Used & Sparta Country Candles. This store has so much
more than candles. They have been operating for 25 years and even carry their candles at our Petrolia Hogan
Pharmacy. There are outdoor fixtures, such as rugs, wind chimes, and of course lots of garden items. There are
two floors in this old general store and if the stairs were a little steep for climbing I’m sure the main floor was not
disappointing. One note to remember. If anyone is a first time visitor they are presented with a votive candle as a
welcome gift. What a nice take home gift.
Since we had time before lunch Joyce knew of the Steed & Co. Lavender Farm located just down Sparta Line. So
we decided to follow the signs down this lovely winding country road. Even a one lane bridge to cross over. Helga thought it reminded her of countryside in Europe.
This place was a lavender farm with a small boutique. There were things such as lavender honey and lavender
coffee. Wendy and I, of course, had to
visit at her house a week later to savour
this special coffee. MMMMMMM.
Quite a nice taste and of course a lovely
visit.
Finally time for lunch!!! So back track to
Quaker Rd. and up to highway #3 to New
Sarum Diner in the village of New Sar um. A step back in time to Elgin County’s
oldest Diner. Great food since 1943.
After our meals we loaded up and headed
back to our homes. Great fellowship, fun
and of course food.

First Baptist Church Petrolia
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