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God’s Greatest Promise - John 3:16  

John 3:16 is generally regarded as the greatest verse in the Bible. No other verse is so full of the gospel in the 
shortest possible space.  

 1. The Characteristics of God’s Love  

1. It is divine love. It is God who loved the world. The only love that we know anything about, apart from the 
revelation contained in this verse, is human love; but God is the great Lover who is mentioned here, and this 
love is the greatest love in the world.  

2. It is unspeakable love. “so loved the world.” The little word “so” shows us the intensity of God’s love, but how 
intense it is, no-one can say. Nowhere does the Bible attempt to define God’s love, it only illustrates it, and John 
3:16 is the great illustration.  

3. It is eternal love. We read that  “God so loved the world…” When did His love begin? The fact is that God 
loved us and because of this He sent the Lord Jesus to die for us. His love is an everlasting love.   

4. It is a universal love. “God so loved the world”, not just some part of it but all of it. Think of the millions of peo-
ple in the world - people of all kinds and colours, good and bad, and yet God loves them all. He does not love us 
only when we are good and hate us when we are bad, He loves us all the time.  

5. It is unmerited love. When we remind ourselves that God loves “the world” we realize how unmerited His 
love is, for there is nothing lovely in any of us for Him to love. The word “world” refers to those who are separated 
from God by their sin.   

The church’s new web site is: http://firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/ 

The church’s new email is fbcpetrolia@gmail.com  

If you need spiritual help during this time, please contact one of the deacons: 

Ministry Leader: Alex Craig  1-519-786-3325 
Deacons: Larry Ainsworth – 519-882-1019    Brad Loosley – 519-882-2073  
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092     Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740  
Bill Baker – 519-882-2325  
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia- 
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September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
Judy Baker 

Sharon 
McGrail 

3 

Communion  

 

10:30 a.m. Corporate 
Worship and Sunday 

School 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
Bill Baker 

10 

9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School  

10:30 a.m. Corporate 
Worship and Sunday 

School 

11 12 13 
10:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

14 
Earle Woolaver 

15 
Riley Blancher 

16 
Karen Christie 

17 

9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 

10:30 a.m. Corporate 
Worship and Sunday 

School 

18 
Wanda Pratt 

 

19 20 
10:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

Millie White 

21 22 23 

24 

930 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 

10:30 a.m. Corporate 
Worship and Sunday 

School 

25 26 27 
10:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

28 29 30 

Adult Sunday School starts September 10 at 9:30 studying the same topic as in June.  When that 
topic finishes,  another one will be chosen. 

Children’s Sunday School will be happening during our worship service.  Any questions,  please 
contact Judy Baker or Jean Bradshaw.   



First Baptist Church Petrolia 3 September 2017 

 

Looking Ahead: 

*********************** 

10:30 a.m. each Sunday 

Corporate Worship 

And Sunday School for children 

All are Welcome 

****************** 

9:30 a.m. each Sunday 

Adult Sunday School 

******************* 

September 13, 20, 27 at 10:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

******************* 

The Next newsletter will be in your inbox by 
September 24 Info to be to Wanda by Sep-

tember 17 

wjpratt10@outlook.com. 

********************* 

Baptist Women at Elim 

Sept 15—17 

******************** 

September 30  5:00 p.m. 

Camp Hermosa Fund Raising Banquet and 
Auction 

Westview Church in London 

***************************** 

October 15 

Soup Luncheon after worship service 

To benefit our Missionfest Project 

**************** 

NABWU Assembly 

Oct 19—22 in Toronto 

************************ 

Nov 4  

Ladies Fall Day Apart 

Details to follow 

***************************** 

November 7 

Baptist Day of Prayer 

Details to follow 

************************* 

November 11 

Missionfest will be at Forest Baptist 

See Harald Rust for tickets 

 

Watch for it! 

Mid September there will be an opportunity to 
study the book of Acts with Alex Craig.   More 
details will be coming shortly. 

 

 

Please watch our web page  http://firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/ 
and facebook page https://www.facebook.com/First-
Baptist-Church-Petrolia-   for more information as it be-
comes available.  



First Baptist Church Petrolia 4 September 2017 

 

Bible Summer Splash   August 18 

God always has a plan, and sometimes that 
means you have to scrap your own. Mat-
thew 18:20 tells us, “For when two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.”  

Our evening Bible program saw a small turn 
out. It was quite different from the packed 
sanctuary we're used to. With such a small 

group, however, like in our Sunday School classes, we still had fun. 

Sometimes the best “lessons” come from one-on-one conversations and the sharing of 
God’s Story. Remember, WE are the curriculum, not the actual nuts & bolts of the les-
son plan, or an activity or project. OUR relationship to the participant/s matters more. 

Because when we're sharing God's Love with others, they won't care what we know, 
until they know that we care.      By Jessica Jay 

 

No,  we don’t have bats in our belfry!   Our  amazing carpenters, painters,  
cleaners,  were busy refurbishing the pastor’s office.  Many thanks to 
Joyce Finlayson and Leone Mater.  What amazing people they are! 
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Magnetawan Reserrvation Missions Trip with Wyoming Baptist Church 
and DayStar 

 

A team of 16 teens and adults went up to the Magnetawan First Nation res-
ervation to hold a VBS for the kids and to minister to the community.  We 
went under the mission umbrella of DayStar whose focus is on reaching out 
to First Nations people with the gospel message. DayStar, based on Mani-
toulin Island, has been involved with the Magnetwan reservation communi-
ty for a number of years already, holding VBS day camps every summer.  
The Magnetawan reservation people have great respect for DayStar, and 
this opened the way for us to be accepted readily by the community.   

 

VBS was held Monday to Friday 10:00am to 1:30pm under a tent structure in the parking lot of the band office.  We 
had a couple from DayStar with us for the first few days who already had a connection with the kids.  The first kid 
to show up Monday morning, an hour before starting time, was a six year old boy named Ashton.  He was enthusias-
tic about everything we did, and his young life had an impact on mine.  It became apparent that he has experienced 
things in life well beyond his years, including the recent death of his mother.  He is one of few on this reservation 
who already has a relationship with Jesus.  We had about 16 kids show up for at least some of VBS – this represents 
most of the kids on the reservation.  Numbers increased as the week went along.  Our team provided lunch for the 
kids every day, and often a few adults joined as well.  We hosted a community BBQ Thursday evening, which was 
well attended by various families.  Most afternoons were spent at the river, where the kids would swim at the beach, 
or jump off rocks into the river a little further upstream.  In the evening, some of the kids would cross over the river 
to the campground where we stayed, and there would be games in the rec hall and sometimes a campfire. 

 

Magnetawan is a small reservation where pretty much everyone is related and a tragedy affects the whole communi-
ty.  They are actively relearning their culture and language, and giving their teens and young adults work opportuni-
ties.  Still, there is brokenness in the lives of people, and potential for these young people to turn to drugs and alco-
hol as a means to deal with their pain.   

 

Many faces will remain ingrained in my heart and mind, and their lives have touched ours possibly as much as our 
lives have touched theirs.  Plans are to stay involved with Magnetawan, which includes our intention of returning 
next summer. 

 

Sara Rust and family 
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11th Annual Fall Fundraising Banquet  

 

 

Mark your calendar today and plan to join us for our annual Fall Fundraising Banquet on 
September 30, 2017 at Westview Baptist Church in London.  This event, which draws 
200 guests each year, features a delicious catered meal, great entertainment, silent and 
live auctions, and the chance to catch up with old friends. Doors open at 5:00 with din-
ner at 6:00pm.  
 
In addition, you will hear from people whose lives have been touched by God through 
Camp Hermosa's ministry.  Our goal this year is to raise $20000, which will be used for 
various projects around camp.  The Fundraising Banquet is our largest fundraiser of the 
year. Please make plans to join us and to bring some friends along.  Together we can 
make the evening a huge success! 
 
Tickets are $35 (order 4 or more for only $30) and can be ordered using the ticket re-
quest form below, or by contacting the camp office at 519-524-7009. 

Capital Fund Projects 
March 2017 Update: 
Last summer our 3 newest cabins opened their doors for the camping season to rave reviews about larger interior 

space and a natural placement to enjoy shade from the surrounding trees. Having these cabins close to each other 

also provides for a community setting where lots of laughs and chats took place. One parent commented; 'it's like the 

cabins were built elsewhere and then placed here from a truck with very little of the wooded area being disturbed'. So 

what happens now? The Board and the build committee will meet this year to plan the next fundraising campaign to 

build six more cabins on the footprints of where the existing girls cabins reside. Please keep us in your prayers that 

we may continue the build momentum and for guidance from the Good Lord on this project. 


