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Identity Theft
Imagine if your identity was stolen and the perpetrator committed crimes in your name. Suddenly, you are held responsible for
their actions and now business and banks won’t deal with
you. Of course you would want a chance to clear your name, but
what if no matter what you said or did, people continue to believe the worst about you.
God’s identity has been stolen by violent religions and weird
cults. Throughout history, so many horrendous things have been
done in God’s name. Sadly, people now hold God responsible for
the perpetrators’ actions.
To clear His good name for all generations, God came to earth as a man. Through the life and
actions of Jesus Christ we learn first-hand who God is and what He stands for.
“I and My Father are one.” (John 10:30.)
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was loving,
and graceful to all – no matter their station in life, their sex, or their
sins. He equally associated with high-born and outcasts. He actively stood against those who
would condemned or swindle others. He did not force His views on those who rejected Him.
We learn through His words and action that Jesus was categorically against violent crusades,
inquisitions, terrorist attacks, suicide bombings, human sacrifice, suppression of women and
abuse of children.
God’s true identity is revealed through the life of Christ. When Jesus willingly went to the cross
to pay the ‘debt-of-sin’ so all may have eternal life, we truly see God’s love demonstrated.
Yet God created us with freewill and He will not coerce our volition. Despite the written revelation in the Bible, we may still choose to hold God accountable for the atrocities done in His
name. But we must remember: God is not threatened if we choose to believe the worst about
Him – He is not upset by our snide comments – and He is not less real for our unbelief. If we
cut off our relationship with God, it is not He that misses out – it is us.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten (uniquely born) Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
Used with permission— Designed by Ian & Sue Coate (Copyright - Ian Coate)

Prayer Points
Continued prayer for the deacons and church officials and leaders as they work hard to keep
us going during this time. Prayer for our new officials who take office Jan 1.
Pastor Phil as he improves as well as his family.
Those of our congregation who are ill or in a nursing home. They would probably appreciate a visit as well.
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Looking Ahead:
***************
December 31—Happy New Year Party at
Karen and Jim Douglas’ home.
***************
CBWOQ Women’s Conference and AGM
Friday April 28 (7 p.m. start) – Saturday April 29 (ends
at 4:40 p.m.)
(registration begins at 6:30 p.m. on Friday)

Online registration begins Jan 1 for next summers
camps

https://baptistwomen.com/

Those who might like to be leaders next year need
to apply by Dec 31.

****************

Assembly 2017
June 8—10, 2017
Hilton Mississauga/Meadowvale,
6750 Mississauga Rd

************
This is a two month newsletter. The next one
will be for March 2017. Please have info to me
by February 19
wjpratt10@outlook.com.

Three praying moms! Nici Graham, Cathy Leaper and our own Sara Rust have been praying moms
for a long time. Did you know they pray around
LCCVI every week. What a blessing they are!

Ring in the New Year 2017
At the Douglas'
3867 Oil Heritage Road, Petrolia
Dec. 31, 2016. 800 pm till past midnight
Games, singing, visiting and most importantly .... food!
All are welcome.
Please bring an appetizer or snack to share.
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“ Wrapped in Love, the Gift of Christ”
What a lovely time of fellowship, fun and food for our First Ladies. Karen Douglas and Bev Woolaver planned a great evening
for all of us.
To the right we see Connie
Lorantfy who is the area ambassador for Revive Our Hearts ministry,
Sharon and Betty checking out
their wrapped gift. That was one
of 6 teams trying for the prize for
the most creative wrapped gift. Donna and her team also made a great
wrapped gift.
Bev taught us how to make a gift bag
out of paper. To the Left is Krista getting hers ready to decorate.

Connie spoke to us about the Revive
Our Hearts ministry and was given a
lovely gift basket as a Thank You.
Of course there was food—lots of it and it
was delicious. Then we settled in for a little talk on a ministry to help
women grow in their faith.

The church’s new email is fbcpetrolia@auracom.com.
If you need spiritual help during this time, please contact one of the deacons:
Larry Ainsworth – 519-882-1019 Brad loosely – 519-882-2073 Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740 Bill Baker – 519-882-2325
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