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First News & Notes 
March 2017 

Prayer Points 

Continued prayer for the deacons and church officials and leaders as they work hard to keep us going during 
this time.  Prayer for our new officials who took office Jan 1.  

Praise that Pastor Phil is feeling so well.  Continued prayers for him and his family.  

Those of our congregation who are ill or in a nursing home.  They would probably appreciate a visit as well.  

Those who are grieving 

Photo credit:  Meggan Douglas 

Blessings Of Being In The Body 
 

 Stepping off the fast-track-to-'busy-ville' is extremely enlightening and therapeutic....and just what The 
Great Physician ordered for us. 
 
 Various events in the whirlwind of my life these past months have afforded me the opportunity to really look 
around, taking inventory of the blessings of grace and mercy showered my way from my Church family. 
 
 Infirmities in my own physical body identify a weakness in this earthly vessel.....the choice to rest in Him 
(physically and spiritually) also brings comfort and amazing support from my Church family and Body of Believers.  
 
 I've heard words of intercessory prayer from service leaders, deacons, and sisters-in-Christ.....seen gifts of 
meals and visits brought to my family from those who are unrelated but by the Family of God.....witnessed a group 
of friends enjoying lunch at a restaurant stop everything to join hands in prayer for a loved one......read hundreds of 
prayers and notes of support from across the continent for a seriously ill lady and her sister....heard of folks who 
saw a need during a Church service, and dropped everything  to take a fellow parishioner to the hospital emergency 
ward.  
 
 What are these miracles of blessing?  They could be a note in your mailbox that arrives  unexpectedly, a de-
votion, an internet blog, a sermon, an uplifting passage of scripture just at the exact moment you need it, a pat on 
the back, a shoulder to cry on, shared laughter, a listening ear.  It's that 'knowing glance' or smile across a room of 
strangers.....the one that says “We belong to the same Family”. 
 
 All of these things and many more are blessed reminders of a living, breathing, loving God, and the FAMI-
LY we belong to....not 'just' as the 'First Baptist Church Members', but of the Body of Believers that He calls His 
Own.....His hands and feet.....the pulse of His heart living here in our temporary home.  What one lacks, another 
adds.  What one needs, another fulfills.  We are one miraculous interwoven tapestry, lovingly and perfectly stitched 
together with  Heavenly threads of pure gold. 
 
 What can we learn from these wonderful blessings??  All are important, needed, interwoven, and loved.  All 
have a crucial role to play in the Body of Christ....His Church.  Even if you're the 'fingernail', be the very best fin-
gernail you can be! 
 
Blessed?    You bet I am.....I'm in His Body!!                  Cheryl Cassin 



First Baptist Church Petrolia 2 March 2017 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 10:00 a.m. La-

dies Bible Study 

Ash  

Wednesday 

2 3Bryce Blancher 4  Jack Metcalfe 

5  
9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship 

6 7 8 10:00 a.m. La-

dies Bible Study 
9 10 11 

12 Daylight 

Savings Time Begins 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship  

13 14 15 10:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 
Rick Jay 

16 17 Happy St. 

Patrick’s Day 

18 

19  
9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship 
Cara Brandon 

20 21  

Bev Woolaver 

22 10:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

Joyce Finlayson 

23  

Jaden Burdett 

24 25 

26 
9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship 

Jim Deelstra 

27 28 2910:00 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Study  
30 31  

March 2017 

Here's a big SHOUT OUT to EVERYONE who has been 
assisting with our Services of Worship. December was a 
busy month as we celebrated the Birth of our Lord and 
Saviour. Thanks to service leaders, guest speakers, sing-
ers, readers, decorators, food-preparers, servers, cleaners, 
greeters, actors, costumers, organizers, writers, printers, 
hand-shakers, candle-lighters......EVERYONE who has 
shared their God-given time and talents at First Baptist 

Church. YOU ARE APPRECIATED!!  
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Looking Ahead: 
.  

 

April 14 

Good Friday 

*************** 

 

April 16 

Easter Sunday 

 

**************** 

 

CBWOQ Women’s Conference and AGM 
Friday April 28 (7 p.m. start) – Saturday April 29 (ends 

at 4:40 p.m.) 
(registration begins at 6:30 p.m. on Friday)  

 

https://baptistwomen.com/ 

 

**************** 

Assembly 2017 

 
************ 

The Next newsletter will be in your inbox by 
April 1.  Deadline for info is March 26. 

wjpratt10@outlook.com. 

 

 

June 8—10, 2017 
Hilton Mississauga/Meadowvale,  

6750 Mississauga Rd  

    “In Loving Memory” 

Valerie Kazek 

(Born December 2, 1931-  Died June 6, 2016 ) 

She was 85 years old 

†  †  † 

Horst Martin Mursall 
(Born February 6, 1934 – Died August 2, 2016 

He was 82 years old  
†  †  † 

John Gordon Webster 
(Born November 22, 1930 – Died May 1, 2016) 

He was 86 years old  
†  †  † 

Gerald Lloyd Bradshaw 
(Born October 2, 1936 – Died May 16, 2016) 

He was 80 years old 
†  †  † 

Lillian Grace (Luker) Hookey 
(Born February 19, 1936 – Died June 16, 2016) 

She was 80 years old 
†  †  † 

Storm Marie (Luker) Miller 
(Born August 24, 1960 – Died August 6, 2016) 

She was 56 years old 
†  †  † 

Zelma Mae (Luker) Horvath 
(Born October 22, 1941 – Died October 5, 2016) 

She was 75 years old 
†  †  † 

Others who lost close friends and family members in 
2016 
†  †  † 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints.”  

Psalm 1165 

 

http://baptist.ca/event/assembly-2017/
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We all know and love Gord and Ruth Park.  Since they are both 
retired and spending some of their retirement in the south,  
they have taken on a mission project—supplying pastors in 
Mexico with Spanish language Bibles.  Here is a facebook post 
from Gord explain a bit about this year's project.  

They also have a source for tracts, some food items like beans 
and rice that they distribute.  One year they even found a 
school bus to take to the churches in Mexico 

Gord Park There are 7000 going to Oaxaca and Chiapas , 
some to the Monterrey area, in partnership with Discipleship 
groups and also for translation purposes and to learn to read. 
These will only go to very less fortunate people through Pas-
tors and Christian workers. We had a request for 4500 from 45 
to 50 churches that we cannot give to them this year . THESE 

Ladies Annual Spring Rally-- 

The date and place have not been arranged yet, however, Charlene Root plans 
to speak on the CBWOQ mission trip to Rwanda and delivering the sanitary 
kits, along with teaching ladies how to make them.  Wyoming and Forest plan 
more days to get together to make the kits.  

https://www.daysforgirls.org/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ruth.park.581?fref=ufi
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The church’s new email is fbcpetrolia@auracom.com.   

If you need spiritual help during this time, please contact one of the deacons: 
 

Larry Ainsworth – 519-882-1019  Brad loosely – 519-882-2073  Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092 
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740  Bill Baker – 519-882-2325 

Ladies.....if you are available on Wednesday mornings, First Baptist fellowship room is the 
place to be! We gather at 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. for our Bible Study, prayer, support, and 
'sisterhood-in-Christ' time. If you can even 'pop in' from time to time, we offer you a warm 
welcome! You don't have to be a member of this Church to attend.....friends are always 
welcome. A new Study will be commencing in March.....see Cheryl, Wanda, or Sara for 
more information!!  

Women who have gone through hard times often carry years of emotional baggage that 
keeps them in bondage to a time, event, or person. Using the blessings in the Beatitudes, 
Becky Harling shows how to erase negative emotional messages of the past. Learn how to 
rewrite your emotional script by adopting the positive attitudes of the Beatitudes.  

Missionfest News 

For Missionfest for this year, a week and a half ago, we met and  have taken steps to work on a kind of 
double-emphasis project for this year.  It is still taking shape but the present plan is to emphasize the 
work of the CBMin project called "Guardians of Hope" as before (which gives assistance to HIV/AIDS 
patients plus widows and orphans from the disease) in the three locations of Indian, Kenya and Rwan-
da.  The double-emphasis part is that there is need this year for seven vehicles for missionaries and 
whereas the first  $ 25,000 which we hope to raise, will go to Guardians of Hope, the additional money 
will be to buy as many vehicles as CBMin can manage in their purchase efforts.  (They look for used 
vehicles in their countries and I get the impression that 10,000 dollars would buy a good used suitable 
vehicle in many places.    Harald 

HOW THE Guardians of Hope PROJECT WORKS The church works with the community to create a safe place 
for HIV-affected individuals and families to meet and share without fear. These self-help groups assist each oth-
er spiritually, emotionally and with psycho-social support. They also provide practical care for one another. So 
often, it is the poor and marginalized who are the most affected by AIDS. With little income to begin with, 
AIDS increases the difficulty in finding or maintaining work. Trained staff and volunteers work with our part-
ners to offer microcredit loans, vocational training, conservation farming techniques and in some cases, live-
stock, to help with income generation. Education facilitates empowerment on multiple levels when it comes to 
disease prevention and health management. By ensuring the population is informed through workshops and sem-
inars, fear decreases and compassion increases. Training on nutrition, home care and basic medication are some 
of the practical forms of assistance provided.  

GET INVOLVED Visit us at www.cbmin.org for information on how you can support this valuable project through financial contribu-
tions and short-term mission opportunities. • $20 will enable those with HIV and AIDS to access medicine • $35 will provide a micro-
credit loan • $85 will enable a child to attend school Your prayers and generosity are deeply appreciated.  


