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Hope To Carry On
It is perhaps one of the most compelling narratives in all of the scriptures. So fascinating is this scene, in fact, that
the gospel writer Luke includes it in detail near the end of his gospel writing. It is a story known well and beloved in
the church -- the story of two disciples walking down a dusty road to the village of Emmaus, the evening of that first
Easter day.
Their talk centres around the crucified, dead Jesus. Their words come out slowly, almost painfully, as they trudge
their way along, their feet heavy and their hearts broken. "I can hardly believe it," one of them says. "In fact, I
wouldn't believe it if I hadn't seen it with my own eyes. He is dead. He is really gone."
And just then a stranger joins them -- perhaps he has come up from behind, unknown to them. "I'm sorry," he says,
"but I couldn't help but overhear you. What are you talking about?"
They stop and turn to him. The three of them stand there in the middle of the dusty road and talk. "Where have you
been the last few days," one of the disciples asks the stranger. "How is it you haven't heard anything about Jesus of
Photo credit:
Meggan
Douglas
Nazareth?"
And so
the two
of them tell the stranger what they know. Luke 24:19c-24
I don't know about you, but this story has always fascinated me -- this scene between two disciples of our Lord, filled
with sadness and despair, grieving at the death of a friend, telling that stranger how the last nail has been driven into
their hope for the future. And our Saviour himself, unknown to them, patiently listening to them, his nail-scarred
hands undoubtedly buried deep within his robe to keep them from recognizing him.
Do you hear what they are saying? Can you understand what is happening here, for there is a message for us today?
For those without a resurrection faith, those who have not yet heard and believed the good news of Jesus' resurrection, for those who do not believe the good news of Easter, death is a terrible thing. For it puts to an end our hopes
for the future and seems to erect an eternal barrier between our loved ones and themselves.
Without a living hope, without a living faith in the resurrected Christ, like those disciples on the Road to Emmaus we
are left to trudge our way along the dusty, dark roads of life, dragging our feet, wondering what we could have done
to avoid this. But it need not be that way.
Continued pg 4

Prayer Points
* This Mothers day month, let us remember the mothers among us and all single mothers in our community
*Continued prayer for the deacons and church officials and leaders as they work hard to keep us going during this
time with the lightning strike and all the decisions that must be made.
* Continued prayers for Pastor Phil and his family.
* Those of our congregation who are ill or in a nursing home. They would probably appreciate a visit as well.
* Our Church prayer partner for May is Central Baptist Sarnia
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SUN

Our Church Partner for May is Central Baptist,
Sarnia and their pastor Rev. Eric Campbell

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1 Rebecca

2 Muriel

4

5

6

McAuslan

Coutts

3
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

9:30 Ladies
Spring Rally Wyoming

Ernie & Carol
Rankin Anniversary
7
Anniversary
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Worship

8

14

15

Communion
Mothers Day
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Worship

21

9

11 Robert

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

16

17

Dillon

12 Wendy 13
Loosley

18

19

20

25

26

27

Betty
McPhee
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

22

23

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Worship
News letter items
due
28 Food Bank Day
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Worship

10

24
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

29

Gail Burgess

30

Petrolia
Chess Club
(check with
Bill Drope)

31
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

Chloe Burdett and Helen Rust are the two newest members of
our ‘Tech Team’ Welcome Aboard ladies!
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Looking Ahead:
.*****************
Each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study
All are Welcome
******************
9:30 a.m. each Sunday
Sunday School for all ages
***********************
10:30 a.m. each Sunday
Corporate Worship
All are Welcome
********************
CBWOQ Women’s Conference and AGM
Friday April 28 (7 p.m. start) – Saturday April 29 (ends
at 4:40 p.m.)
(registration begins at 6:30 p.m. on Friday)
https://baptistwomen.com/
Scolarships are available

****************

Lightning Strike
Most of Lambton county has heard about the
lightning strike that occurred April 20 during a
storm.
Our Deacons and Trustees are working hard
with the insurance company to get everything
secured and replaced as needed.
Prayers for them and our congregation are appreciated while we are in this current turmoil
and thanks to God that no one was hurt
Please let the deacons and property committee
know if you are available to help with any repairs that may be needed.
Please watch for updates on our facebook page

************
May 6
Ladies Spring Rally
9:30 a.m. Wyoming Baptist
$10.00 for Lunch

***************
The Next newsletter will be in your inbox by
May 30 . Deadline for info is May 21
wjpratt10@outlook.com.
***************************

Assembly 2017
June 8—10, 2017
Hilton Mississauga/Meadowvale,
6750 Mississauga Rd

******************
Baptist Women at Elim
Sept 15—17
********************
NABWU Assembly
Oct 19—22 in Toronto
************************
Missionfest will be at Forest Baptist
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Hope to Carry On cont. from page 1
Because as children of God, as those who know the rest of the story, as those who have been to the empty tomb and
have met the risen Christ, we know that death is not the end. We know that there is an eternal hope that is ours
through faith in the living Christ.
The story of those two disciples on the Road to Emmaus is the story of faith reborn. It is the record of hope restored. That's what makes it so lovely. That's what makes it one of the greatest stories ever told. For it reminds us
that we have a pledge and promise from our God, a word of hope, a living trust in our risen Saviour that we can
hang on to.
Because He lives, we shall live also -- and He will walk and guide and comfort us through life.
Alex Craig

Pregnancy Center Gala

Eight ladies from First Baptist went to the
Pregnancy Center Gala April 21.
Some touching stories of how the Pregnancy
Center has helped individuals over recent
months were shared as a lovely meal was enjoyed.
It was announced that the center is moving
to 559 Exmouth, just a couple of doors east
of where they are now. The new facility is twice the size of the current one. There is a
list on the back bulletin board of items still needed for the new space. Help cleaning
and painting is also welcome.
Spring Rally will be Sat May 6th at Wyoming
Baptist,,,9:30 registration, will finish just after
lunch--which will be $10 , if people want lunch
they need to pre-register with Karen Tucker by
April 25th. Charlene Root will speak on the
CBWOQ missions trip to Rwanda and on delivering the 'Days for Girls' sanitary kits. Each
church represented will be asked to either give
'dues' or a freewill offering-these funds help the
executive with the spring and fall meetings.
The rally will have an African flare to it, so if
anyone wants to dress accordingly or use accessories-that would be nice.

Ladies Annual Spring Rally

https://www.daysforgirls.org
First Baptist Church Petrolia

4

May 2017

Attributes of God
(Ladies Bible Study
group, with the study,
“Rewriting Your Emotional Script”)
A
Almighty
All powerful
Amor
Awesome
All-Sufficient
Abba
Amazing
Altogether Holy
Abundant
Alpha
B
Beautiful
Best
Blesses
my Banner
Bonanza!
Best Friend
Bright Morning Star
Beginning
C
Caring
Counsellor
Comforter
Creator
Confidant
Compassionate
in Control
my Cover
Crucified
Creative
D
Deity
Deliverer
Divine
Direction

Delight (He delights in
us)
Doctor
E
Everlasting
Eternal
Exalted
Easter
Everywhere
Ending
F
Father
Flawless
Faithful
Friend
Funny
Fortress
Forgiving
living Flame
Forever
First
G
Glorious
Glory
Giving
Gracious
Great
Good
Grace
Guide
H
Holy
Hail
Honour
Healer
Hope
Humbled Himself
Hears
I
Incomparable
Indescribable
Immutable

Immortal
Intercessor
I Am
Infallible
J
Jesus
Joy
Just
Jehovah
Jireh
Jealous
Judge
K
King of Kings
Kind
Knowledge
Kindred
L
Loving
Loyal
Lord of Lords
Light of the World
Life
Leader
M
Master
Magnificent
Majestic
Maker
Mighty
Most High
Merciful
Miracle Worker
Morning Star
Mind of Christ
Most Excellent
Messiah
N
None like Him
Noble
Name above all Names
Never-ending

Near
O
Overseer
Omnipotent
Omniscient
Obedient (He went to the
Cross)
Omega
P
Precious
Personable
Passover Lamb
Pure
Prince of Peace
Perfect
Provider
Powerful
Praise-worthy
Prepared
Planner
Q
Quiet
Quick to listen
Quick to forgive
R
Righteous
Radiant
Redeemer
Rock
Real
Reasonable
Resurrection
Risen
S
Saviour
Sufficient
Sovereign
Star
Shield
Supreme
Shepherd
Servant

Steadfast
T
Truth
Treasure
Teacher
Trustworthy
There
Timeless
Time Itself
Tomorrow … Today
U
Unending
Unfailing
Unchanging
Understanding
Ultimate Sacrifice
V
Vine
Victorious
W
Worthy
Wise
Wonderful
Wonderful Counsellor
Wrestler
the WORD
the WAY
Wealthy
X
Xmas ( where X refers to
the cross)
Y
Yearning (for me!)
Yahweh
Yesterday
Z
Zion
Zealous
Zookeeper

At First Baptist, Petrolia we are very familiar with packing shoeboxes for
children overseas.
This is a project the packs shoeboxes for women in shelters. The boxes
are decorated then filled with personal items for ladies who find themselves in a difficult situation.
Most all ladies like things like body wash, nail polish, small jewelry
items, notebooks, bus passes for the city you are in, Tim cards, nice
soaps, deodorant, and hair care products.
More information can be found at http://www.shoeboxproject.com/
home.html. There is a chapter in Sarnia. It stared last year with 63 boxes distributed at Mothers
Day and another 95 at Christmas.
First Baptist Church Petrolia
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Announcing:
KIPP (Kids Intercessory Prayer Partners)
These are challenging times for our children and youth. Times when things seem to be
moving so rapidly that kids can get 'lost' in the shuffle. Bombarded with instant news,
a myriad of communication sources, pressures to excel, extracurricular activities, families pulled in a hundred different directions.....yet God still calls us to slow down and
be still.....to listen, to care for those 'little ones'. He still says 'let them come to Me'.
We have the opportunity to love 'our kids'....to believe in them, truly care about them....and PRAY for them. We've
heard that it takes a village to raise a child. We ARE that village....we ARE that family....God's family right here.
We're launching a 'new' initiative. Our prayer is that you will help...BE that person that cares about one of our youth.
Believe in them. Pray for them. Get to know them. Truly 'love on them'.
It's simple. Choose one of our First Baptist family children/youth. Prayer cards are being prepared, with the child's
photo and birthdate. Take one with you. Your task is to PRAY for that child. Pray regularly. Pray in faith. Be the
person that makes an impact on this young life.
You will want to get to know 'your' child a bit better. What are their concerns, their likes, their dreams? Chat with
them; maybe sit beside them at one of our lunches; say hello to them when you see them; send a note of encouragement or birthday card. NOTICE. LISTEN. PRAY.
The rules are very simple:
1. You must not be related to the youngster.
2. You must follow through by praying for your partner. If you are no longer able to do this, kindly hand the card
to one of our adult 'coordinators' so someone else can pick up the torch for this child.
Our Celebrations concerning Palm Sunday and Easter were
very meaningful this year. Simple decorations and powerful
sermons were highlights of the season. Of course, we all
enjoyed the Easter Breakfast served up by the men of the
church.

The church’s new email is fbcpetrolia@auracom.com.
If you need spiritual help during this time, please contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader: Alex Craig 1-519-786-3325
Deacons: Larry Ainsworth – 519-882-1019
Brad Loosley – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740
Bill Baker – 519-882-2325
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia-110987248975452/
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