
Open but Cautious Yes, but no.!
No, but yes.



The Work of the Spirit

❖ No command in Scripture to be baptized with the Spirit!

❖ Rivers of living water (Jn. 7:37-39)!

❖ Rather, commands to live/walk by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 
25) and to be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18)!

❖ The Spirit will bear His fruit in the believer (Gal. 
5:22-23)



Agreement with Cessationism

❖ The Book of Acts not normative for the Church. !

❖ No cessationist, and hence no one who is open, yet 
cautious, believes that God doesn’t work miracles.  
However, the question remains: Are they normative?



Lines of Evidence that the Gifts are not Normative

❖ Uniqueness of the Apostolic era!

❖ Unevenness of miracles in the Bible: Moses; Elijah & 
Elisha; Christ and the Apostles



On Miracles

❖ Miracles accompany the initial witness (cf. Gal. 3:1-5; 
Heb. 2:3-4; various stories in Acts), not as a source of 
strength in the continuing struggle against evil!

❖ When miracles accompany the proclamation of the 
gospel, the proclamation in question is always done by 
those with the gift of prophecy, not simply the ordinary 
teaching/witness of general believers



Yes and No
❖ “The evidence considered both from Scripture and the experience of the 

church thus leads to two facts concerning the manifestation of 
miraculous spiritual gifts in the church today. (a) There is no explicit 
biblical teaching that some spiritual gifts seen in the New Testament 
church did in fact cease at some point in church history. (b) But neither 
does Scripture explicitly teach that all of the miraculous activity seen in 
the record of the New Testament church is intended to be normal 
throughout church history. There is, in fact, strong biblical evidence that 
certain gifts and miraculous activity, associated with the apostles and 
other prophets, were meant to be foundational for the church and thus 
not continue as a regular expression of church life.”  ~Robert L. Saucy, 
Are Miraculous Gifts for Today? (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 100. 



Open but Cautious

❖ Ministry of miraculous spiritual gifts complex. On the 
one hand, there is no denying the uniqueness of the 
apostolic era. On the other hand, lack of explicit 
teaching on the cessation of certain gifts. !

❖ Therefore, we must be open at all times to what God 
desires to do, while making every effort to be obedience 
to the exhortation to “test everything” (1 Thess. 5:21).



Testing Everything: Prophecy
❖ No Scriptural evidence of levels of authority.  Rather, all biblical prophecies 

are inspired utterances that came through direct revelation from God.  Also, 
they are to be distinguished from the ordinary preaching of the Scriptures, 
and even more pointedly, they are to be distinguished from divinely given 
personal guidance.!

❖ Any purported prophecy that comes today must never contradict anything 
given in Scripture, for the Spirit cannot and will not contradict Himself.  It 
also must be evaluated according the teachings of 1 Cor. 14 (i.e. must be 
edifying to the community, judged b y the community, and done in an 
orderly manner).!

❖ Hard to think this gift is present today, given the fullness and completeness 
of the biblical canon. 



Testing Everything: Healing
❖ Gift of healing not to be confused, technically, with the healing that comes 

through prayer.!

❖ Must be evident, medically verifiable, and instantaneous. Must not be the result 
of other explanations: medication, medical procedures, psychological counseling!

❖ God does heal through those means, but they do not qualify as genuine miracles!

❖ Beware the “theology of glory”!

❖ Only one passage refers to healing a  gift (1 Cor. 12:9, 30).  Nowhere else are 
believers to minister to each other through healing, nor is it listed in the 
ministries of the gathered community in 1 Cor. 14:26.  An emphasis on 
miraculous physical healings, or even special healing campaigns, seems foreign 
to the NT picture of the church community.



Testing Everything: Tongues
❖ Most likely that the gift was of earthly languages, though some evidence that it 

may have also been the so-call tongues of glory (1 Cor. 13:1).!

❖ Not for the proclamation of the gospel to foreigners, nor the normal evidence of 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Tongues given three times in Acts (2:4ff; 10:46; 
19:6), each time without any request and bestowed on an entire group.  Yet, 
elsewhere, Paul teaches  that not all have the gift of tongues (1 Cor. 12:10).!

❖ Tongues “are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers” (1 Cor. 14:22).  The 
sign, most likely, is judgment (cf. context of 1 Cor. 14).  If done publicly, it should 
only be done sparingly, and there must be an interpreter (1 Cor. 12:5, 27-28).  !

❖ Not for personal prayer, but like all spiritual gifts, “for the common good,” the 
edification of the community (1 Cor. 12:7; 14:3, 5-6, 12, 26).  Further, group 
prayer in tongues or singing in tongues are beyond the bounds of Scripture. 



Testing Everything: Casting out Demons

❖ Not listed with the spiritual gifts.  All teachings and 
guidelines, therefore, must be deduced from Scriptural 
accounts.!

❖ Believers are in a spiritual battle, but we can resist Satan 
(Eph. 6:13; James 4:7; 1 Peter 4:10).  Therefore, the best 
aid against satanic attacks is equipping one another 
with the truth of Scripture (2 Cor. 11:4-5).  Expose 
Satan’s deceit and corruption of the Word.



Unity

❖ Possibly the most difficult view to “agree to disagree” 
over, because it affects church life, sanctification, and 
some would say, salvation.


