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DEFINITION

In Christian theology, Cessationism is the view that the miraculous 
gifts of  the Holy Spirit, such as speaking in tongues, prophetic 
utterances and faith healing, ceased being practiced early in 
Christian Church history.  

Cessationists generally believe that the miraculous gifts were 
provided only for the foundation of  the Christian Church, during 
the time between the coming of  the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, c. 33 
AD, as described in the 2nd Chapter of  Acts, and the fulfillment of  
God's purposes in history, usually identified as either the completion 
of  the last book of  the New Testament (Book of  Revelation), or the 
death of  John the Apostle, the last of  the Twelve Apostles. 
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TYPES OF CESSATIONISM

Cessationism has various forms and can be 
classified in different ways depending on the 
questions and issues on which Cessationists 
disagree. 

Cessationism can be classified with regard to 
three questions: (i) the question of  the presence 
of  God's miraculous guidance, (ii) the question 
of  the reemergence of  the gifts and (iii) the 
question of  justification of  Cessationism.



REGARDING THE PRESENCE OF 
GOD’S MIRACULOUS GUIDANCE

Cessationism can be divided into two types. 

1. Classical Cessationism asserts that the "sign 
gifts" such as prophecy, healing and speaking in 
tongues ceased with the apostles and the 
finishing of  the canon of  Scripture. 

2. Full Cessationism additionally asserts that no 
miracles are performed by God today. This 
argument, of  course, depends on one's 
understanding of  the term, "miracle." 
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REGARDING THE REEMERGENCE 
OF THE CHARISMATA

With regard to the possibility of  
reemergence (reappearance) of  
charismatic gifts, we can distinguish 
between two versions of  Cessationism: 
strong and moderate. 



STRONG CESSATIONISM
The majority of  Cessationists subscribe to the strong form of  Cessationism. 
Examples of  Cessationist literature propounding strong Cessationism are 
from Christians belonging to various denominations such as Conservative 
Baptist, Reformed Churches, etc. 

Strong Cessationism denies the possibility of  a reemergence of  the gifts on 
grounds of  principle: a strong Cessationist would deny the possibility of  the 
existence or a reemergence of  genuine God's prophets and healers in the 
post-Apostolic age, i.e. after the 1st century, no matter what – even if  we met 
prophets or healers who prophesied/healed in the name of  Jesus. A strong 
Cessationist would appeal to the principle of  Sola Scriptura, insisting on 
three propositions: 

1. the completion of  the canon of  the Bible 

2. the infallible and sufficient authority of  the Bible 

3. the perfection of  the Scriptures to guide the Church
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MODERATE CESSATIONISM

A moderate Cessationist would also deny the possibility of  gifts on 
grounds of  principle. He would deny the existence of  manifestations of  
genuine charismatic gifts in the Church no matter what, even in the event 
of  seeing apparent miracles or healing.  

However, a moderate Cessationist allows for the possibility of  a new 
charismatic period in the future, when God would powerfully guide His 
people. This openness to the possibility of  a new charismatic period is 
motivated by premillennialist eschatological expectations, where it is 
assumed that Christ's Second Coming will occur before the establishment 
of  Christ's millennial kingdom on Earth.  

Biblical grounds for moderate Cessationism is the reference to two 
powerful prophets of  God, Rev 11:3–11. According to a moderate 
Cessationist, events described in Rev 11 are in the future, during the Great 
Tribulation. 
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REGARDING ITS JUSTIFICATION

Two types of  Cessationism can be distinguished with regard to its justification: 

1. Principled Cessationism: founded on grounds of  principle 

2. Empirical Cessationism: founded on grounds of  experience 

Both strong and moderate versions of  Cessationism belong to the forms of  
Cessationism on principle because they appeal to the principle of  Sola Scriptura. 
Their denial of  the possibility of  gifts is on grounds of  principle. However, an 
empirical Cessationist denies the possibility of  charismatic gifts on empirical grounds 
because he does not immediately discard an apparent miracle, healing or prophecy as 
counterfeit. He will rather first investigate the genuineness of  the manifestation of  the 
charismatic gift in question. 

According to an empirical Cessationist, there is no Christian group practicing 
genuine charismatic gifts because, if  thoroughly investigated, many healings and 
other "miracles" would most certainly be shown to be false. In other words, an 
empirical Cessationist denial is based on observation coupled with the probabilistic 
expectation that apparent miracles, healings or prophecies are mostly improbable.



WHY THE GIFTS CEASED

They were neglected and faded from use 

They were withdrawn with the death of  the apostles 

They were taken away as a form of  discipline from God 
on unbelief  or disobedience 

They were misinterpretations or exaggeration and could 
instead be attributed to natural and psychological 
phenomena 

They were signs attesting to the truth and authority of  the 
apostolic preaching of  the gospel and are now preserved 
for the church in the New Testament witness


