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PAEDOBAPTISM OVERVIEW
• As the name indicates, it is baptism for a 

person while an infant or child, commonly 
performed within the first two years of 
life. 
!

• Infant baptism is considered to be a 
symbolic as well as mysterious act of God 
by which a claim is placed upon the 
child's life by God and the Church. Such a 
claim does not ensure the salvation of the 
baptized, as believed within the Roman 
Catholic Church, but rather follows the 
Biblical tradition of God's calling people 
to himself and that the hope of what is to 
come is not found within the abilities or 
effectiveness of the baptized but within 
God himself. 

!
• Often followed later (usually in teens) by 

Confirmation



HISTORY
• One argument in support of the 

baptism of infants comes from the fact 
that controversy over the practice is 
conspicuously absent from the history 
of the early church.  
!

• Origen was baptized as an infant in 180 
A.D., just 80 [or so] years after the 
death of the last Apostle, John the 
Evangelist. There are other possible 
references to infant baptism at earlier 
dates, but these references are 
somewhat unclear in their meaning. 
!

• Born in the mid fourth century (358 
A.D.), Augustine wrote, "This doctrine is 
held by the whole church, not instituted 
by councils, but always retained." 



HISTORY
• Tertullian (ca. 155-230) did argue 

in favor of believer's baptism, but 
this was in reaction to the un-
biblical practice that was being 
taught in some areas that 
Christians should wait to be 
baptized until just before death, 
and not in reaction to infant 
baptism.  
!

• Francis Schaeffer argued, "Those 
who would teach that the practice 
of the early Church was not infant 
baptism should be able to show 
in Church History when it started. 
There is no such break recorded."



BIBLICAL PASSAGES
•Acts 2:38-39 ~ "And Peter said to 
them, 'Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for 
you and for your children and for all 
who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.'" 
!

•Acts 16:14-15 ~ "One who heard us 
was a woman named Lydia…The 
Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what was said by Paul. 
And after she was baptized, and her 
household as well…”



BIBLICAL PASSAGES
•Acts 16:29-34 ~ "The jailer called for lights, 
rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and 
Silas. He then brought them out and asked, 
'Sirs, what must I do to be saved?' They 
replied, 'Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved -- you and your household.' 
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all the others in his house. At that 
hour of the night the jailer took them and 
washed their wounds; then immediately he 
and all his family were baptized.” 
!
•Colossians 2:11-12 ~ "In him also you were 
circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having 
been buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith 
in the powerful working of God, who raised 
him from the dead."



PARALLELS BETWEEN OT & NT
•Based on the linkage in Colossians, supporters of 
paedobaptism note that circumcision and baptism 
are both signs and seals of the covenant of grace. 
!

•Gen 17:9-14 ~ Then God said to Abraham, "As for 
you, you must keep my covenant, you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come. 
This is my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, the covenant you are to 
keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 
You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the 
sign of the covenant between me and you. For the 
generations to come every male among you who 
is eight days old must be circumcised, including 
those born in your household or bought with 
money from a foreigner —- those who are not your 
offspring. Whether born in your household or 
bought with your money, they must be 
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an 
everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male, 
who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be 
cut off from his people; he has broken my 
covenant."



PARALLELS BETWEEN OT & NT
•The covenant was between God and 
Abraham. 
!
•The covenant was also between God 
and Abraham's descendants. 
!
•The sign of the covenant was in 
circumcision. 
!
•The eight-day-old male could not give 
his assent to enter into a covenant with 
God. It was the covenantal relationship 
of the male's father with God that 
demanded the circumcision. 
!
•Compliance with the sign of 
circumcision was commanded; it was 
not optional.



PARALLELS BETWEEN OT & NT
•Circumcision was commanded 
for all of the household. In 
particular, it was not just for the 
believing Abraham, but also for: 
!

•The never-to-believe Ishmael, 
and 

•The not-yet-believing Isaac, and 
•Those slaves that Abraham 
purchased. 

•The sign of circumcision was 
given on the basis of Abraham's 
covenant with God, not on the 
basis of the recipient's covenant.



PARALLELS BETWEEN OT & NT
•Romans 4:11 ~ And he received 
the sign of circumcision, a seal 
of the righteousness that he had 
by faith while he was still 
uncircumcised. So then, he is 
the father of all who believe but 
have not been circumcised, in 
order that righteousness might 
be credited to them. 
!
•The "he" is Abraham. 
•Circumcision is a seal. 
•The sealing ordinance is for "all 
who believe."


