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Believer's baptism 
is the Christian 

practice of 
baptism in which 

the participant 
publicly professes 

faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and 

Savior, and as 
admission into a 
local community 

of faith.



Baptism is to be 
for the believer 

only (Mt. 3:6), for 
it is a testimony of 
one’s repentance 
from sin towards 
God. Thus, it is 
described as an 

outward 
expression of an 
inward change.



It in no way confers 
salvation to an 

individual. Rather, it is 
symbolic of the 

redemptive death and 
resurrection of Christ 

(Mt. 3:11; Mk. 1:4; Rom. 
6:1-4; Col. 2:11-12), 

identifying the believer 
with Christ, whose 

death itself is referred 
to as baptism (Mt. 

20:22; Mk. 10:38; Lk. 
12:50).



Believers baptism 
has also been 

understood as a 
sign of obedience 

to Christ (Matt. 
28:19-20). Believer's 

baptism by 
immersion is more 
common than by 

affusion (pouring) or 
aspersion 

(sprinkling). 



It is practiced by 
many Protestant 

churches, especially 
those with Baptist 

and Anabaptist 
(literally, rebaptizer) 
traditions, and their 
theological relatives. 
It is also referred to 
as credo-baptism, 

from the Latin word 
"credo," meaning, "I 

believe."



Baptism is an act 
of applying water 

to an object; in the 
meaning of the 

Greek term 
"baptizo," 

"baptism" means 
"to dip" or "to 

immerse" a 
person into water 

for religious 
reasons. 



Another word, 
"ekcheo," is used 

for pouring, 
leading to a 

conclusion that 
"baptizo" does 
not mean "to 

pour."



"There is…no doubt 
that early in the 2nd 

century some 
Christians felt 

baptism was so 
important that, 
when the real 

baptism (immersion) 
could not be 

performed because 
of lack of water, 
pouring might be 
used in its place."



Further Biblical Support
• Peter called on his listeners "to 

repent and be baptized" (Acts 
2:38-41). 

• Philip baptized an Ethiopian (Acts 
8:26-38) 

• Paul’s converts at Philippi were 
baptized following their 
conversions (Acts 16:11-16; 31-34).



History
The radical reformers, called “Anabaptists," 
insisted upon a "rebaptism" as believers. That 
restored some of the original meaning of 
baptism from the primitive New Testament 
context. The Anabaptists also believed that 
becoming a Christian disciple was a radical 
step of separation from one’s past that 
required in baptism an act of high symbolism 
before the Christian community. Anabaptists 
stand historically just before Baptists.



History

In major studies in the past two centuries, 
many Christians have come to the position 
on believer’s baptism by immersion as 
consistent with the ancient churches. While 
the possibility that infant baptism was also 
practiced in the apostolic age cannot be 
excluded, baptism upon personal profession 
of faith is the most clearly attested pattern 
in the New Testament documents.



Theology
Most denominations practicing believer's baptism 
do not consider baptism to have any saving effect, 
but rather see it as a public expression of one's 
faith in Christ. To them it is a symbolic 
representation of the inner conversion of the 
person being baptized. Therefore, having no saving 
grace according to their theology, baptism usually 
would not be termed a "sacrament," but rather an 
"ordinance." They understand the baptism by 
immersion to depict the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.



Age of Accountability
Believer's baptism is administered only to persons 
who have passed the age of accountability or reason, 
which is based upon interpretation of the New 
Testament, and examples therein, that only believers 
should be baptized. Some individuals never reach this 
stage regardless of age, possibly because of a 
developmental challenge or other factor that prevents 
them from making a personal choice. Sometimes the 
pastor or church leader will determine the believer's 
understanding and conviction through personal 
interviews. In the case of a minor, parents' permission 
is usually sought.


