
and





INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION
WHY IS KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE OCCULT IMPORTANT?

- Occult themes are rampant in our 
culture, such as: 
     - Television shows  
     and movies 
     - Books and computer  
     role-playing games 



INTRODUCTION

�Entertainment can make the 
occult seem fanciful or foolish, 
but the Bible tells us that it’s 
dangerous—and very real. 

“You may not be 
interested in 

war, but war is 
interested in 

you.”

�Christians live in a fallen world marked by a 
climate of spiritual warfare, and Christ’s followers 
need a proper understanding of the occult in order 
to recognize and respond to it.

WHY IS KNOWLEDGE OF 
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INTRODUCTION

- In the ancient world, many Christians were held 
spiritually captive by occultic religions before their 
conversion.  
- The apostle Paul encouraged these new believers. He 
commanded them to expose these occultic groups, but 
warned against participating in them. 
- Paul also warned against sensationalism and 
fascination with occultic groups (Ephesians 5:8-12).

WHY IS KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE OCCULT IMPORTANT?



INTRODUCTION

�Our English word “occult” comes from the Latin 
occulere, “to conceal.”  
�This practical overview is not intended to arouse 

an unhealthy curiosity about hidden and 
forbidden things. 
�Instead, we hope to help you discern danger so 

you can avoid it, resist it, and help others. 

WHY IS KNOWLEDGE OF 
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 “Those phenomena collectively known as ‘the occult’ may 
be said to have the following distinct characteristics: (1) 
the disclosure and communication   of information 
unavailable to humans through normal means (beyond the 
five senses); (2) the placing of persons in contact with 
supernatural powers, paranormal energies, or demonic 
forces; (3) the acquisition and mastery of power in order 
to manipulate or influence other people into certain 
actions.”  

 —Dr. Ronald M. Enroth, The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OCCULT



INTRODUCTION
WHY THESE GROUPS?

�The occult takes many forms, and it is beyond the 
scope of this presentation to review them all.  
�Often occultism is practiced and promoted through 

organized groups — some of them admittedly 
religious, some not. 



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

ORIGINS

– No one founder.  
– Wicca has its roots in  

19th-century Britain.  
– It was partly inspired by 

Margaret Murray (1862–1963). 
– Founded by Gerald Gardner 

(1884–1964) in 1939.



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

ORIGINS

– Some Wiccans believe it to be the oldest religion. 
– Wicca is a subset of Neopaganism, which a revival 

of ancient polytheism and reverence for the forces 
of nature.  

– In both, nature is the model.  
– Wicca sometimes focuses more on the Goddess and 

has different rituals from other pagan practices.



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

KEY WRITINGS

– No holy books. 
– Many groups use  

The Book of Shadows, 
first compiled by 
Gardner and later 
expanded by him and by 
other leaders. 

The Book of 



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

KEY WRITINGS

– Other popular works 
include: 
• The Spiral Dance by 

Starhawk (1979)  
• A Witches’ Bible by 

Janet and Stewart 
Farrar (1996).



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

KEY BELIEFS

– Wiccans can be pantheists, 
polytheists, or both. 

– The Supreme being is called: 
• The Goddess 
• The Goddess and God 
• Goddess and horned god (“Lord 

and Lady”) 



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

KEY BELIEFS

– The Goddess can be a symbol,  
the impersonal force in  
everything, or a personal being. 

– Jesus is either rejected  
altogether or sometimes considered 
a spiritual teacher  
who taught love and compassion.  

– Wiccans do not believe that 
humanity is sinful or needs saving. 



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

KEY BELIEFS

– It is important for Wiccans 
to honor and work for the 
preservation of nature 
(which they equate with the 
Goddess).  

– At death one’s body 
replenishes the earth, which 
is the Goddess’s wish



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

KEY BELIEFS

– Wiccans generally state no specific belief 
about life after death.  

– Some Wiccans believe in reincarnation. 
  
– Others believe in going to a wonderful 

place called Summerland.



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

OCCULTIC PRACTICES

– Wiccans practice 
divination and  
spell-casting, with most 
rituals performed in a 
circle.  

– Many Wiccans are part 
of a coven (local 
assembly), though many 
are “solitary.”



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

OCCULTIC PRACTICES

– Covens meet for ritual and 
seasonal holidays, including 
the 8 major holidays such as: 
• Vernal Equinox 
• Summer Solstice 
•  Beltane 

– Wicca is an occultic “nature 
religion,” not Satanism.



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

WATCH FOR…

– Increasing popularity of books and products 
related to various kinds of witchcraft, paganism, 
and Goddess-worship.  

– Products that include do-it-yourself spell-casting 
kits, candles, incense, lotions, and jewelry—often 
targeting young adult consumers.  

– Wicca-themed web sites and chatrooms for adults 
and teenagers.



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

WATCH FOR…

– Pop-culture versions of 
witches and witchcraft, 
as seen in:  
• Mainstream films 

(Twilight) & TV shows



WICCA / NEOPAGANISM

WATCH FOR…

– Pop-culture versions of 
witches and witchcraft, 
as seen in:  
• Fiction (such as Teen 

Witch  
and Wild Girls: The 
Path of the Young 
Goddess).



CHURCH OF SATAN

Main 
Menu



CHURCH OF SATAN
ORIGINS

– First Church of Satan was 
founded by Anton Szandor 
LaVey (1930–1997) in  
San Francisco, CA, in 1966.  

– Many Satanic groups have 
modeled themselves on the 
Church of Satan.



CHURCH OF SATAN
KEY WRITINGS

– The Satanic Bible 
(1969) 

– The Satanic Witch 
(1971) 

– Other works by 
LaVey 



CHURCH OF SATAN
KEY BELIEFS

– Satanism thoroughly and forcefully rejects 
biblical Christian doctrine and ethics and is 
man-centered in the extreme.  

– God is viewed as an impersonal balancing force 
of nature.  

– LaVey writes that those who believe in a literal 
God invented him as an externalized form of 
their own ego. 



CHURCH OF SATAN
KEY BELIEFS

– Jesus is regarded as either mythical or a failure.  
– While some Satanists believe that Satan is a real, 

personal being, those who follow LaVey’s 
teachings usually do not.  

  

– Instead, Satan symbolizes man as his own god 
and opposition to all religions. 



CHURCH OF SATAN
KEY BELIEFS

– Man is just another animal and should be free 
of moral codes.  

– Belief in sin is designed to make men feel guilty 
so that they can be controlled by hypocritical 
religious systems.  

– Though man should learn from his mistakes, 
there is no need for salvation.  

– There is no life beyond death; life is to be lived 
now, vitally and pleasurably. 



CHURCH OF SATAN
KEY BELIEFS

– There are “Nine Satanic Statements,” or 
principles, some of which are:  
• Man should indulge, not abstain  
• Be kind only to the deserving  
• Take vengeance instead of turning the other cheek 

(“Do unto others as they do unto you”) 
– Satanists look down on those who want to do 

good, calling them “white-lighters.” 



CHURCH OF SATAN
OCCULTIC PRACTICES

– For the Satanist, there is no such thing as “black 
or white magick”; there is only magic.



CHURCH OF SATAN
OCCULTIC PRACTICES

– LaVey wrote that “Satanic 
Ritual is a blend of 
Gnostic, Cabbalistic, 
Hermetic, and Masonic 
elements” employing 
“vibratory words  
of power.”



CHURCH OF SATAN
OCCULTIC PRACTICES

– Some Satanists perform a blasphemous 
ceremony known as the “black mass.”  

– The most important holidays are:  
• The Satanist’s own birthday  
• April 30th (climax of spring equinox)  
• October 31st



CHURCH OF SATAN
WATCH FOR…

– Related groups, including the 
Temple of Set, founded in 1975 by 
Michael Aquino.  

– Formal Satanist organizations 
have generally been short-lived. 

– Many individuals are self-styled 
Satanists, improvising beliefs and 
rituals. 



CHURCH OF SATAN
WATCH FOR…

– Reports of Satanist-inspired crime.  

– Sensationalistic accounts of vast conspiracies of 
child-murdering Satanists, which have 
consistently been debunked. 

– Popular films, novels, and rock bands  
have used Satanist-inspired imagery for  
shock value.



CHURCH OF SATAN
GHOSTS & DEMONS

– Are ghosts real?  What are we to make of 
supposed sightings & visions? 

– What of the proliferation of reality ghost shows 
on TV? 

– What of demons?  How do they manifest 
themselves? 

– Can people really be possessed? 
– Can Christians be possessed? 
– How do Christians approach demon possession?



CHURCH OF SATAN
WITNESSING FOR CHRIST

- Do not misrepresent...or underestimate...occultic 
beliefs 
- Realize it is a spiritual warfare...So PRAY! 
- Use the Bible 
- Share your personal testimony 
- Show them biblical doctrine of sin 
- Explain meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
- Show that Jesus overcomes all spiritual forces 
- Importance of in the Name of Jesus!


