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Seventh-day Adventism
FOUNDED, LOCATION 
• Primary organizers: James (1821–

1881) and Ellen (1827–1915) 
White, Joseph Bates (1792–1872).  

• Incorporated in 1863 in Michigan.  
• Headquarters today in Silver 

Spring, Maryland. 
• Membership (2008): 15.8 million; 

US: just over 1 million; MA: 118 
congregations

James and Ellen White



Seventh-day Adventism
KEY WRITINGS 
• The Bible, including Adventist 

paraphrase The Clear Word.  
• Over 600 published titles by Ellen 

White, including The Desire of Ages 
and The Great Controversy. 

• Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, 
and SDA Bible Commentary.  

• Adventist Review and numerous other 
magazines.



Seventh-day Adventism
INTRODUCTORY BELIEFS 
• Affirm inspiration and authority of the Bible. 
• Trinitarians, though debated whether or not both 

trinitarianism and anti-trinitarianism are believed in the 
church today. 

• Humankind created in God’s image, but is in a fallen 
state of sin and in need of redemption. 

• Affirm virgin birth of Christ; His sinless life; 
substitutionary atonement and resurrection. 

• Affirm salvation by grace through faith in Christ. 
• Cult or sect?



Seventh-day Adventism
WHO IS JESUS? 
• Ellen White says God the Father 

exalted Jesus to be his Son, thus 
provoking Lucifer’s jealousy and a 
war in heaven.  

• Jesus is our example to prove we can 
live sinlessly. 

The Desire of Ages  
by Ellen G. White



Seventh-day Adventism
WHO IS JESUS? 
• His sacrifice on the cross did not complete the 

atonement; since 1844 he has been applying his blood 
in heaven in an ongoing “Investigative Judgment” after 
which he will return.  

• Also identified as Michael the Archangel. 
• Most Adventist founders denied Jesus’ deity.



Seventh-day Adventism
HOW TO BE SAVED 
• Salvation by grace through faith, but maintained by 

commandment-keeping and repentance.  
• Saturday Sabbath observance is the “sign of the seal” of 

God; Sunday worship is the “mark of the beast.” 
• Satan is the scapegoat to be punished in the lake of fire 

for the sins of the saved.



Seventh-day Adventism
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH? 
• Humans have no immaterial spirit, so at death the body 

goes into the ground and the breath goes to God.  
• Nothing remains except in God’s memory. God will re-

create the righteous dead from his memory .  
• At judgment, the lake of fire annihilates the wicked.



Seventh-day Adventism
OTHER BELIEFS, PRACTICES 
• SDA church is God’s one, special end-time remnant 

church. 
• Proselytizing programs include “Revelation seminars,” 

health outreach. 



Seventh-day Adventism
OTHER BELIEFS, PRACTICES 
• Old Testament clean/unclean meat laws observed.  
• SDA “health message” includes abstinence from 

alcohol, tobacco, and caffeine; advocates veganism. 
• Traditionalist Adventists believe that wearing jewelry is 

sinful.
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Seventh-day Adventism
WITNESSING TO A SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
• See packet
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Scientology
FOUNDED, LOCATION 
• Founded by L. Ron Hubbard 

(1911–1986) in 1954 in 
California.   

• Major headquarter facilities in 
California (LA) and Florida 
(Clearwater).



Scientology
KEY WRITINGS 
• Dianetics: The Modern Science of 

Mental Health 
• Other books by Hubbard, including 

The Way to Happiness 
• What is Scientology? compiled by 

staff of the Church of Scientology, 
Intl.



Scientology
WHO IS GOD? 
• Scientology does not define God or 

Supreme Being, but rejects the 
biblical description of God.  

• Everyone is a “thetan,” an 
immortal spirit with unlimited 
powers over its own universe. 

• Not all are aware of their power.



Scientology
WHO IS JESUS? 
• Jesus is rarely mentioned in Scientology.  
• Jesus was not the Creator, nor was he an “operating 

thetan” (having achieved control over matter, energy, 
space, and time). 

• Jesus did not die for sins.



Scientology
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
• The Holy Spirit is not part of this belief.



Scientology
HOW TO BE SAVED 
• No sin or need to repent.  

Salvation is freedom from  
reincarnation.  

• One must work with an  
“auditor” on his “engrams”  
(negative experience units) to  
achieve the state of “clear.”  

• One then progresses up the “bridge to total freedom” to 
higher “operating thetan” states and eventual control 
over matter, energy, space, and time (MEST). 

E-meter used in “auditing”



Scientology
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH? 
• Hell is a myth, and heaven is a “false dream.”

Scientology symbol



Scientology
COMMONLY USED SCIENTOLOGY TERMS 
• Analytical mind: The conscious, rational, and problem 

solving part of one's mind.  
• Auditing: Scientology's personal counseling using 

dianetic techniques and utilizing an E-meter for reading 
engrams. 

• Auditor: Counselor who conducts auditing session. 
• Clear: State of person who has completed auditing. 

Person is supposedly liberated from all engrams and their 
ill effects on the mind and body. 

• Dianetics: Method developed by L. Ron Hubbard for 
removing engrams and their negative effects from the 
mind.



Scientology
COMMONLY USED SCIENTOLOGY TERMS 
• E-Meter (Electropsychometer): Instrument invented by L. Ron 

Hubbard for utilization in auditing process. 
• Engram: Unconscious mental image recorded in the reactive 

mind that has negative effects on a person's life. 
• MEST: Acronym coined from the initial letters of matter, 

energy, space, and time which compose the physical universe 
and hold the thetan captive. 

• Preclear: A person undergoing Dianetics auditing progressing 
toward Clear. 

• Reactive mind: The part of the mind not under a person's 
rational, conscious control or awareness. 

• Thetan: The immortal human soul or spiritual being. It is the 
true, timeless identity of the individual.



Scientology
OTHER BELIEFS, PRACTICES 
• Members observe birth of Hubbard 

and the anniversary of the publication 
of Dianetics. 

• Organizations related to Scientology 
include: Narconon, Criminon, Way to 
Happiness Foundation, World 
Institute of Scientology Enterprises, 
National Commission on Law 
Enforcement and Social Justice, 
Concerned Businessmen’s 
Association of America, Hubbard 
College of Administration, Applied 
Scholastics.

Hollywood, California
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Scientology
WITNESSING TO SCIENTOLOGISTS 
• Have a clear understanding of your faith 

and the Bible. 
• Ask appropriate questions to determine the 

person's level of involvement in 
Scientology and/or Dianetics. Many people 
involved do not understand its 
philosophical, spiritual, and scientific 
problems, nor its incompatibility with 
historic Christianity. In some cases, you 
may need to provide documentation to 
show the Scientologist that L. Ron Hubbard 
was not what Scientologists believe him to 
be and expose the controversial history of 
the Scientology movement. (See packet for 
references.)

Hollywood, California
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Scientology
WITNESSING TO SCIENTOLOGISTS 
• Seek to establish a personal, friendly 

relationship with the Scientologist. 
• Establish the sole authority of the Bible. You 

may need to give the Scientologist a marked 
Bible to highlight basic Christian doctrines. 

• Clearly define all terms of Scientology and 
historic Christianity. 

• Show the Scientologist how Christian doctrines 
are incompatible with Scientology. Focus 
especially on contrasting ideas about God, sin, 
salvation, and life after death. 

• Share your personal testimony of faith in Jesus 
Christ and the benefits you derive from knowing 
Him as Savior and Lord. 

• Share the plan of salvation and sensitively seek 
to lead the person to faith in Jesus.

Hollywood, California
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