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FREEMASONRY



The High Places
"You shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all 
their figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high 

places." 
(Numbers 33:52) 

"And I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and cast 
your dead bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you."  

(Leviticus 26:30) 

"4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 
did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, 

unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which 
I also hate." 

(Revelation 2:4-6)



Victor's Crown
Hallelujah 

You have overcome 
You have overcome 

Hallelujah 

Jesus, You have overcome the world 
Every high thing must come down 
Every stronghold shall be broken 

You wear the Victor's crown 
You have overcome, You have overcome 

Songwriters: Darlene Zschech / Israel Houghton / Kari Jobe 
Victors Crown lyrics © Capitol Christian Music Group



FREEMASONRY
ORIGINS

• No one founder.  
• Freemasonry is a secret society which claims 

descent from the stonemasons of medieval Europe 
or Solomon’s Temple. 

• It actually started in London in 1717 as a “lodge” 
with initiations, symbols, and degrees.



FREEMASONRY
ORIGINS

• Masons pass the Blue Lodge first. 
• They may continue into Scottish Rite  

or York Rite. 

York RiteScottish RiteBlue Lodge



FREEMASONRY
ORIGINS

• In the U.S.A., the Grand Lodge of each state 
is the highest authority. 

• Estimated 3.2 million Masons worldwide; 
about 1.8 million in the U.S.A.



FREEMASONRY
KEY WRITINGS

• Ceremonies often use a Bible, 
but may use other “holy 
books” instead.  

• Popular writings:  
• The Builders by Joseph Fort 

Newton (1914) 
• Introduction to Freemasonry 

by Carl Claudy (1931)



FREEMASONRY
KEY WRITINGS 
• Popular writings:

• Coil’s Masonic Encyclopedia 
(1961) 

• Mackey’s Revised Masonic 
Encyclopedia (1966) 

• Writings of Albert Pike 
• The Grand Lodge of each state 

publishes a Monitor/Trestle-
Board of rituals to use (these 
are similar, but not identical).



FREEMASONRY
KEY BELIEFS

• Masonry claims to transmit secret teachings from 
ancient times.  

• The “Masonic Edition” of the Bible says,  
“Masonry is descended from the ancient mysteries.”  

• Masonry requires belief in a Supreme Being and treats 
all religions as though they believe in the same God, 
whom Masons call by such titles as “Great Architect of 
the Universe” and “Jah-Bul-On” (supposedly his 
“secret name”).



FREEMASONRY
KEY BELIEFS

• When the Bible is quoted, references to Jesus are 
omitted; public prayers must not use Jesus’ name. 

• In several rituals, Jesus is made 
equal to Zoroaster, Buddha, or 
Muhammad.  

• Salvation to the “Celestial Lodge 
above” is achieved by living an 
upright life, without explicit faith in 
Christ, a life captured in the many 
symbols and regalia of the Masons. 



FREEMASONRY
KEY BELIEFS

• Loyalty binds Masons to one another, and 
Masons promise by oath of gory death never to 
reveal their secret rituals to outsiders (curses 
that are symbolic today). 

• Masonic vows include protection to fellow 
Masons, even in cases of many crimes. 



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words (MA Trestle-Board, 1968)

The Badge of a Mason 

"The Lamb has in all ages been deemed 
an emblem of innocence: he, therefore, 
who wears the lamb-skin as the badge of 
a Mason is thereby continually reminded 
of that purity of life and conduct so 
essentially necessary to his gaining 
admission into the Celestial Lodge above, 
where the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe presides."



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words (MA Trestle-Board, 1968)

The Common Gavel 

"Is an instrument made use of by operative 
Masons to break off the rough and superfluous 
parts of stones, the better to fit them for the 
builder’s use; but we, as Free and Accepted 
Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more 
noble and glorious purpose of divesting our 
hearts and consciences of the vices and 
superfluities of life; thereby fitting our minds, as 
living stones, for that spiritual building, that 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens."



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words (MA Trestle-Board, 1968)

Trestle-Board 

"By the Trestle-Board, we are also reminded that 
as the operative workman erects his temporal 
building agreeably to the rules and designs laid 
down by the Master on his Trestle-Board, so 
should we, as both operative and speculative, 
endeavor to erect our spiritual building 
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by 
the Supreme Architect of the Universe in the 
great books of Nature and Revelation, which are 
our spiritual, moral, and Masonic Trestle-
Board."



FREEMASONRY
Key Beliefs

• Loyalty binds Masons to one another, and 
Masons promise by oath of gory death never to 
reveal their secret rituals to outsiders (curses 
that are symbolic today). 

• Masonic vows include protection to fellow 
Masons, even in cases of crime. 



FREEMASONRY
OCCULT PRACTICES

• Evangelical researchers John 
Ankerberg and  
John Weldon state that 
Masonry serves as an 
introduction to the occult.  

• “In symbolism and 
philosophy, [Freemasonry] is 
similar to many  
occult practices.” 



FREEMASONRY
OCCULT PRACTICES

• "Occult" denotes attempting to gain access to 
God, or one's view of "God," via secret, 
mystical practices and knowledge. 

• Masonic recommended readings for advanced 
degrees include works by pagan/occult authors. 



FREEMASONRY
WATCH FOR…

• Symbols, such as the Masonic emblem of 
“G” (said to represent God and Geometry) 
within a compass (representing spirituality) and 
square (representing morality). 

• Controversies among Christians over whether 
Freemasonry is truly a religion and whether 
believers can, in good conscience, be Masons. 



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words

J. S. M. Ward, the author of several standard Masonic 
works, defines religion as "a system of teaching moral 
truth associated with a belief in God" and then declares: 
"I consider Freemasonry is a sufficiently organized school 
of mysticism to be entitled to be called a religion." He goes 
on to say: "I boldly aver that Freemasonry is a religion, 
yet in no way conflicts with any other religion, unless that 
religion holds that no one outside its portals can be saved" 
(Freemasonry: Its Aims and Ideals, pp. 182, 185, 187).



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words

T. S. Webb says in his Masonic Monitor: "The 
meeting of a Masonic Lodge is strictly a religious 
ceremony. The religious tenets of Masonry are 
few, simple, but fundamental. No lodge or 
Masonic assembly can be regularly opened or 
closed without prayer" (p. 284).



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words

Albert G. Mackey, General High Priest of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, and the author of 
numerous works on Masonry, has this to say: "Freemasonry 
is emphatically a religious institution; it teaches the 
existence of God. It points to the celestial canopy above 
where is the Eternal Lodge and where He presides. It 
instructs us in the way to reach the portals of that distant 
temple" (The Mystic Tie, p. 32). And in his Lexicon of 
Freemasonry the same celebrated authority asserts: "The 
religion, then, of Masonry is pure Theism" (p. 404).



FREEMASONRY
In Their Own Words

H. L. Haywood says that "there is no such thing as a 
Masonic philosophy, just as there is no such thing as a 
Masonic religion" (The Great Teachings of Masonry, p. 
18). But on careful analysis it becomes clear that he means 
that Masonry is not to be put in a class with other 
religions; in a word, that it is a super-religion. For he 
asserts that Masonry has a religious foundation all its own 
and that its religion is universal (Idem, p. 99). No doubt, 
Haywood would agree with Newton that "Masonry is not a 
religion, but Religion."



FREEMASONRY
Position of the OPC & the CCCC

"Is Masonry a religious order, or is it not? That is the crucial 
question. If it should prove that the answer to this question must be 
affirmative, then the further question, no less crucial than the first, 
will arise, what the religion of Masonry is. If it is Christianity, well 
and good. If it is anything but Christianity, the religion of Masonry is 
necessarily false, for it is axiomatic that Christianity is the only true 
religion. And in that case no Christian may have communion with 
Masonry...On this score the evidence is overwhelming. There is no 
room for any reasonable doubt as to Masonry's being a religion. Not 
only do the symbols, rites and temples of this order point 
unmistakably to it as a religion, but a great many Masonic authors of 
note emphatically declare it to be just that...



FREEMASONRY
Position of the OPC & the CCCC

"[We find] that the evidence presented concerning the religion of Masonry 
permits but one conclusion. Although a number of the objections 
commonly brought against Masonry seem to the committee not to be 
weighty, yet it is driven to the conclusion that Masonry is a religious 
institution and as such is definitely anti-Christian. Far be it from the 
committee to assert that there are no Christians among the members of the 
Masonic fraternity. Just as a great many who trust for eternal life solely in 
the merits of Christ continue as members of churches that have denied the 
faith, so undoubtedly many sincere Christians, uninformed, or even 
misinformed, concerning the true character of Freemasonry, hold 
membership in it without compunction of conscience. But that in no way 
alters the fact that membership in the Masonic fraternity is inconsistent 
with Christianity."



FREEMASONRY
Position of the OPC & the CCCC

My conversation with Ron Hamilton in April, 2017: When applying 
for credentialing with the CCCC, ministers (myself included) fill out 
a questionnaire, one question of which asks if we are "a part of a 
secret society, for example, the Freemasons."  If a minister answers in 
the affirmative, the credentialing committee will then weigh whether 
or not this is compatible with biblical Christianity.  The decision lies 
with the Credentialing Committee, because there is no official 
position on the issue by the CCCC.  That said, according to Ron 
Hamilton, he does not foresee anyone who answers in the affirmative 
being credentialed.  As for the existence and role of Freemasons in the 
local church, this is left to the decision of the local church.



FREEMASONRY
WATCH FOR…

• Related institutions and 
“appendant orders:”  
• American Masonry historically 

excluded blacks, so Prince Hall 
Masonry was developed for 
African-Americans.  The 
Freemasons have since softened 
their stance on this issue. 

• Order of the Eastern Star  
(for women)

Order of the 
Eastern Star 



FREEMASONRY
WATCH FOR…

• Related institutions and “appendant orders”:  
• Rainbow Girls and Job’s Daughters (for girls)  
• DeMolay (for boys)

Rainbow Girls Job’s Daughters DeMolay



FREEMASONRY
WATCH FOR…

• Related institutions and 
“appendant orders”:  
• Shriners are a separate fraternity 

for Masons who have completed all 
the degrees in Scottish or York Rite 
Masonry. 



FREEMASONRY
Putting it all Together

Hand-out:"What is Free Masonry and What do 
Free Masons Believe?" (https://
www.gotquestions.org/free-masonry.html; accessed 
5/19/17) 
Interview by Dr. Walter Martin, late author of The 
Kingdom of the Cults & The Kingdom of the 
Occult with a Christian Freemason (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hl6BY2hVdds; accessed 5/21/17)

https://www.gotquestions.org/free-masonry.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/free-masonry.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hl6BY2hVdds
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hl6BY2hVdds

