
   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
      

    
  

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

life in an increasingly godless world.  It is the promise that end-
less joy is coming but only after a long and arduous journey.  It’s 
almost enough to make us want to give up.  It’s almost enough 
to move us to cower in a constant state of fear . . . Almost. 
 In the end though, there is one reason why my sense of 
anticipation always wins out over my sense of anxiety, why my 
confidence in God overcomes my fear of the world.  That reason 
is found in perhaps the most popular of all Christmas carols,  
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”  The Christmas story yells 
through the chaotic evil of the world to remind us that Jesus 
descended from heaven into the muck and mire to save us.  No 
act of terror, immoral decision, spiritual apathy, or heart-
wrenching evil can keep Jesus out of the world.  He has come, 
he remains today through the gift of his Holy Spirit, and he will 
return in glory one day to set all things right. No matter what this 
world becomes, I will continue to try my best to imitate the love 
of Christ, and I will teach my children to do the same for our 
hope is not in this world, but in the one to come.  And through 
the strength of Jesus, we can face whatever this world has to 
offer.  No fear outweighs the truth that Jesus is come. 

 
Merry Christmas from your pastor,  

       Corey 

Anticipation or Anxiety? 
 

 “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees?  But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” (Romans 8:24-25) 
 As I write today, I find myself with a mix of both anticipation 
and anxiety.  This month, my wife and I will celebrate Christmas 
with an easily excitable three year old who never hides his emo-
tions very deep.  As his Christmas wish list grows, so does my 
anticipation of the delight I will witness as he rips into his pre-
sents.  I am also excited for the new addition that will be coming 
to our family in April of next year.  This new gift from God will 
certainly bring challenges, but in the end, it is simply amazing to 
hold a newborn that is part you, part your spouse, and com-
pletely knit together by God.  So yes, the excitement is real . . . 
 But so is the anxiety.  As I think about my children, I can’t 
help but wonder what their future will be like.  What kind of world 
are they going to inherit from my generation?  The anxiety only 
rises as I look through the headlines of recent events.  With the 
terrorism of radical Islam on the rise, racial and moral tensions 
at a several-decade high in our own country, the numerical and 
spiritual decline of the American church, and the inability of peo-
ple who disagree with each other to carry on a mutually respect-
ful conversation, there are many causes for concern.   
 In times when bad news 
is commonplace, it can be 
very tempting to isolate our-
selves from the rest of the 
world.  It is tempting to teach 
my children to hate and fear 
anything and anyone that is 
different in an effort to protect 
them.  It is tempting to teach 
them God’s Word but skip the 
parts about loving their ene-
mies, praying for those who 
persecute them, caring for the 
orphan and the widow, and 
extending the gospel and love 
of Jesus around the world 
even in the face of personal 
risk. 
 The anxiety that I speak 
of is likely shared by each of 
you.  It is the assurance of 
eternal life and rest with Jesus 
paired with the uncertainty of 
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 THE TIME IS NEAR . . . AND 
FAR . . . You’ve probably already heard 

it more than once:  “I can’t believe Christ-
mas is almost here!”  Of course, you likely 
haven’t heard those words from a child, 
who instead wonders, “When is Christmas 
EVER going to get here?”  As adults we 
marvel at how quickly time passes, imag-

ining that we only recently finished putting last year’s Christmas 
decorations away.  Yet each of us can remember as children 
thinking that Christmas would never arrive.  My dad philoso-
phized that we all process time in proportion to the years we 
have already lived.  A five-year-old has to wait for another 20% 
of his life to pass before the next Christmas is here. On the oth-
er hand, a 50-year-old needs to wait for only another 2% of his 
life to pass before celebrating the season again. 
 I think I prefer a child’s enthusiastic anticipation of Christ-
mas.  To be sure, much of their excitement revolves around 
expected gifts to be opened; still, they have much to teach the 
rest of us.  The innocent, optimistic, trusting nature of children is 
surely one reason our Lord pointed to them as examples for you 
and me when it comes to matters of faith. 
 Perhaps the angriest we find Jesus described in the Gos-
pels is the time recorded when people were seeking to bring 
their children to the Lord, only to have His disciples rebuke them 
and try to send them away.  Using this teachable moment, Je-
sus had this to say:  “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 
it.”  (Mark 10:15) 
 Certainly there is a maturity level that is rightly expected 
from us as adults, but Jesus often highlighted the traits of chil-
dren in His teaching.  God’s ways so often contrast tremendous-
ly to the ways that seem more proper to you and me.  This 
Christmas season let’s try to be a little more childlike.  It would 
appear that the Savior would be pleased with such an approach. 
 

M E R R Y   C H R I S T M A S! 
 

                 Bill  
 

 

 

MUSIC 

NOTES 

 

 

DECEMBER  DEACONS  ON  CALL 
 

 06 David Self .............................................. 817-929-4645 
 
 13 Jeff Hudson ............................................ 214-663-5976 
 
 20 Erin Jenkins ........................................... 817-201-3479 
 
 27 Greg Firebaugh ...................................... 214-212-6328 

Preston 

I love Christmas! I love the intentional 
reminder that the God of the universe 
loves us so much that He would send 
His Son, Jesus, to be born of a virgin, 
live a perfect life, bear our sins on the 
cross at Calvary, and come back to life 

on the third day. We can lose our focus during this season and 
place our attention on shopping for presents, going to parties, 
making our travel plans, and eating lots of delicious food. But 
before we partake in all of those things we must remember to 
listen to the cliché we always hear – JESUS IS THE REASON 
FOR THE SEASON. This is what Christmas is all about. It’s a 
season of celebration for the salvation we receive through faith 
in Jesus. Give gifts, go to parties, travel to see your families and 
eat all those yummy desserts. Before you get too carried away 
with all those activities, take time to remember the true meaning 
of it all. Make time for solemn reflection on what God has done 
for you. If we will keep Jesus at the forefront of this season, then 
all the other things won’t be a distraction; instead, they will be 
an avenue to celebrate what this season is all about – JESUS.  

 

Our Wednesday night initiative for the 
month of December is – SHARE.  We 
will spend time discussing what the 
Gospel is, how to receive the Gospel, 

how to share the Gospel and reasons why we should share the 
Gospel.   

12/16 - Student Led Wednesday Night 
No Wednesday Night Services – 12/23 & 12/30 

 
 

On December 6th & 13th, during Sunday 
School, we will be sharing information 
about where we will be going to church 
camp in the summer of 2016.  
 

       

On December 6th & 13th, during Sunday 
School, we will be sharing what requirements 
will need to be met to be eligible to attend 
Super Summer and to be on the youth leader-
ship team.  

 

 

Youth Christmas Party 
 December 20th 

6:30pm 
at David and LeAnne Self’s House 

Address:  4901 FM 2135 Cleburne, TX 76031 
Meet at the church at 6pm for a ride.  No gift needed. 

 
 

 

    Jared 
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From the  
Children’s Director 

 

From the  
Children’s Ministry 

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!”  
Welcome December!  

 
 I love this time of year! We have a busy month of Decem-
ber!  Our children’s ministry is hosting a float for the Community 
Christmas parade on December 5th!  We would love to have 
your child ride our float! We ask that you have them here at the 
church at 4:30pm. Please have them wear some Christmas 
clothes. (Nothing dressy.)  If your child would like, we will have 
costumes for them to wear!  Also, as an added bonus for riding 
our float we will have 2 $50 gift card giveaways at the end of the 
parade!  
 December 12th is the last Parent’s Night Out of the year! 
We are having a PJ Party!  Please let us know if your child is 
coming no later than December 9th!  There are some slight 
changes you should be aware of!  We are giving you an extra 
hour! PNO will be 4:00-9:00pm!   The cost will be $12 for the 
first child and $7 for each additional child!  We will provide din-
ner and a snack!  
 We will have our FBC kids Christmas party on Wednesday 
December 16th! We will start at 6pm and do games, snacks and 
other surprises and at 7 we will take a trip to the nursing home 
to sing and hand out Christmas cards! We will be back at the 
church by 7:30pm!  
 I would like to invite your preteens (5th & 6th graders) to a 
purity weekend! “Shield” is the theme.  We will be talking about 
how to keep your heart and mind pure! The date for the week-
end is January 8-9; please note this is an overnight event! We 
will start at 6:30 on Friday and we will be finished by 4:15 on 
Saturday afternoon. The cost is $20 per kid. Registration forms 
will be available December 1st! We also will have 2 parent ses-
sions -- one Friday evening and one Saturday afternoon. The 
deadline to sign up is January 3rd; you get a free T-shirt if you 
sign up by December 16th! We will be partnering with Grace 
Baptist and Chambers Creek Baptist!  Hope to see you there!  If 
you have questions please ask!  
 Hope your Christmas is a wonderful time with friends and 
family!  It is the best time of the year because we celebrate the 
birth of Christ!  It is also a wonderful time to share with not just 
children, but the whole family about what Jesus can do in your 
life!  

 
     
 

  
 
 

  We are winding down our school semester at CDO, only 6 
days left!!  We have had such a fun time this past month! Thank 
you everyone for coming to our book fair! Grandparents I hope you 
had a wonderful time at cookies with Grandparents!  And thank you 
to all who celebrated our Thanksgiving feast with us making it even 
more special with your presence.  
 December is another fun month with lots going on!   T u e s d a y 
the 8th is Wear Green Day!  While on  Sunday, December 13th, our 
amazing CDO kiddos will be singing for big church! Parents, be 
looking for a note in your child’s folder!    Thursday December 17th 
is our last class day of the year! We also will have Christmas par-
ties, check with your child’s teachers to find out the plan for your 
child’s party! Also December 17th is an early release day - 1:00pm!!  
We will have before school care, but no aftercare for that day!  
 Each month I try to highlight a classroom! This month is Mrs. 
Shelby’s turn!  She is new to teaching the 3’s but has done such a 
good job!  She greets each child personally, and is excited to see 
them!  Her love for those crazy 3’s is evident each day she is here!  
Thank you, Mrs. Shelby, for what you do!  
 Merry Christmas to our teachers!  We would be lost without you!!  

  

News from  
Children’s Day Out   

 
 Memo to Self:  Tuesday, December 8th  

CD                        Wear      Green  Day 

 
 

 

Grandview’s Christmas Parade 

 December 5th 

Ms. Amy 

Line Up Time at 
Missions Bldg: 

4:30pm 

Actual Parade 
Start Up Time: 

5:00pm 

Have Shopping to Do?  Check out 
Parent’s Night Out Extended Hours 

Saturday, December 12th 
4pm-9pm; RSVP by 12/9 Cost: $12 1st Child/$7Addtl   
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Sundays -  
Traditional Worship 8:30am 
Sunday School  9:45am 
Contemporary Worship    11:00am 
Sr Adult LIFE Connect Group 5:00pm 
Family LIFE Connect Group 6:00pm 

Wednesdays -  
Youth  6:00pm 
FBC Kids  6:00pm 
Adult Prayer Meeting 6:30pm 
Ladies Bible Studies  6:30pm 
Men’s Bible Studies 6:30pm 

 

FOR THE RECORD 

WEEK OF: Nov 01 Nov 08  Nov 15 Nov 22 
SS Attendance: 186 175 168 152  
8:30 Worship: 93 97 Combined Serv 66   
11:00 Worship: 135 125 203 139 
Income Rec’d: 18428.71 9499.69 134009.02 13227.19   
BUDGET: 
YTD Required: 425889.64 435568.95 445248.26 454927.57     
YTD Receipts: 425513.61 434184.80 441080.90 452515.93     
Wkly Required: 9679.31 9679.31 9679.31 9679.31   
Wkly Receipts: 16873.47 8671.19 6896.10 11435.03 

Address Correction Requested 

  

 Holiday Basket Goodies Needed! 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Once again our Youth will put together holiday baskets to 
deliver to our shut-ins and those in need of a bit of cheer.  
Persons wishing to donate goodies for the baskets are 
asked to deliver them to the Youth Kitchen by 9:30am on 
Sunday, December 13th.  Suggested items are:  home-
made cookies, brownies, muffins, breads, jellies, candies, 
etc., hot chocolate packets, nuts, fresh fruit, and crackers. 

 

 imb.org 

PRAY >> GIVE >> GO >> SEND 

Know of any youth or kids needing 
rides to church? Call the FBC office 
at 817-866-4430. 
 

 Children’s Day Out Singers 
Sunday, December 13th 

11 o’clock Service 
 

Come hear our little ones sing!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
7:30/8:30 CDO 
9:00 Staff Mtg 

2 
5:30 Wed Supper 
6:00 Youth  
6:00 FBC Kids 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 Adult Prayer Mtg 
       Ladies Bible Study 
       Men’s Bible Study 

3 
7:30/8:30 CDO 
5:00 Primetimers 

4 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00am 
4:30  Com Parade Prep 
5:00 Parade Starts 

6 
8:00 Prayer Time 
8:00 Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
2:00 GV Nursing Home 
5:00 Sr A LC* Group 
6:00 LC* Groups 
6:00 FBI Class 

7 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 
6:00 FBI Class 

8 
7:30/8:30 CDO - Wear 
         Green Day 
9:00 Staff Mtg 

9 
5:30 Wed Supper 
6:00 Youth  
6:00 FBC Kids 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 Adult Prayer Mtg 
       Ladies Bible Study 
       Men’s Bible Study 
 
PNO Reservations Due 

10 
7:30/8:30 CDO 
5:00 Primetimers 
6:30 Deacons 
        Christmas Party 

11 12 

4:00-9:00 Parents 
                Night 
                Out 
 

13 
8:00 Prayer Time 
8:00 Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
9:45 Youth-Holiday  
        Baskets 
11:00 Worship* 
12:00 Deliver Baskets 
5:00 Sr A LC* Group 
6:00 LC* Groups 

14 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 
 

15 
7:30/8:30 CDO 
9:00 Staff Mtg 

16 
5:30 Wed Supper 
6:00 Budget/Finance 
6:00 Youth  
6:00 FBC Kids 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 Adult Prayer Mtg 
       Ladies Bible Study 
       Men’s Bible Study 

17 
7:30/8:30 CDO 
        Christmas  
         Party Day 
1:00 CDO Early  
         Release  
5:00 Primetimers 
6:30 Staff Christmas 
        Party 

18 19 
9:45 Homeless  
        Ministry 

20 
8:00 Prayer Time 
8:00 Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 Sr A LC* Group 
6:00 LC* Groups 
6:00 Yth Depart - Self’s 
6:30 Youth Party @ 
                     Self’s 

21 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 

22 
9:00 Staff Mtg 

23 
 

No  
Wednesday PM 

Activities 

24 
 
 
 
 

        
        6:00pm 

25 
 
 
 
 

  
 Christmas Day 

     Office Closed 

26 

27 
10:15 Prayer Time 
11:00 Combined 
         Worship 
 

28 
 
 
     Office Closed 

29 30 
 

No  
Wednesday PM 

Activities 

31 
5:00 Primetimers 

 Staff Anniversaries 
 

Scot & Susan Cloud 
December 2 . . . 3 Yrs 

 
 
 
 
 

  *LC - LIFE Connect  

 

Week of Prayer for International Missions and the Lottie Moon Offering:  December 13th - 20th 
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01 Chris Gabel, John Schneider 
02 Shasta Smith 
03 Alex Jenkins, Jordan Willis 
05 Sarah Anderson 
06 Paola Chernosky, Tricia Miller, Barbara Peppers 
07 Cal Emery, Billie Jo Johnston 
08 Josh Esdorn 
09 Reagan Post 
10 Ashlynn Schlegel 
11 Bryan Anderson, LaNell Laird 
12 Debbie Lubke, Richard Roberts, LeAnne Self, Jay Smith 
13 Cristy Castellaw, Armando Ibarra 
14 Larry Elledge, Beverly Papan, Malinda Scharnhorst, Thom-

as Willis 
17 Pat Elliott, Cindy Farmer, Sean Gray, Curt Robinett 
18 Jeff Hudson 
19  Janet Fulford 
20 Jordon Essary, Mel Mayse 
21 Joe White, 
22 David Bridge, Kalie Mote, Zachary Stewart 
23 Pat Brown, Ross Gaston 
24 Michael Chernosky, Jake Riche 
25 Sarah Hale, Hardin Killion 
26 Marie Moore 
29 Codi Collins, Carolin Schneider, Kaitlyn Turnage 
30 Brandon Cummings,  
31 Jackie Akers, Tessa Martinez, Noah Pippin 
 
 Please report any additions or corrections to the church office. 

 
 

 
 

Our Christian 
love and sympathy  
are extended to . . .  

 
 

Carolina Marbut and family on the loss of her 
brother, Enrique Cuevas. 

 
Amy Curry and family on the loss of her 

grandmother, Polly Werner. 
 

Jimmy Elam on the loss of his wife, Willie Mae Elam. 
 

Chip Brown and family on the loss of his cousin, Erwin Wind. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Timothy Akers 
Don and Shirl Prater YF 
 

Enrique Cuevas 
David and Paula Quisenberry NC 
 

Donald Chausse (Cathy Lowe’s brother) 
Anna Miller YF 
Sharon Brock FFF 
 

Enrique Cuevas 
Ladies Prayer and Share Class YF 
Tom and Sharon Brock FFF 
Anna Miller YF 
Barbara Powell NC 
Tony and Marcia Tackett FFF 
Nina Sikes FFF 
 

Willie Mae Elam 
Kenneth Pipes MisF 
Barbara Powell NC 
 

Wayne Follett 
David and Paula Quisenberry NC 
Barbara Powell NC 
 

Rosemary Hyle 
David and Paula Quisenberry NC 
 

Polly Werner 
Nina Sikes CM 
Tom and Sharon Brock CM 
David and Paula Quisenberry NC 
Barbara Powell NC 
 

Erwin Wind 
Chip and Pat Brown FFF 
Barbara Powell NC 

Celebrating  
Birthdays 

BF Building Fund 
BN Benevolence Fund 
BTSF Back to School Fair 
CDO Children’s Day Out 
CDO Sch Children’s Day  
        Out Scholarship Fund 
CCF Children Camp Fund 
CM Children Ministry 

CF Choir Fund 
FFF Funeral Food Fund 

GF General Fund 
HM Homeless Ministry  

IM International Missions 
KF Kitchen Fund 
LF Library Fund 

LO Local Outreach 

MF Memorial Fund 
MisF Missions Fund 

MTF Mission Trip 
MusF Music Fund 

NC - New Construction 
SSF Sew ‘n Sews Fund 

YCS  Youth Camp Scholarship 
YF Youth Fund 

 . . . to all who prepared & served our CDO 
Thanksgiving Feast - Mary Helen, Mary Sue, 
Emily, Erma, Don & Shirl, Anna, Kenneth, Wal-
ly, & Peggy. You are such a blessing & we can’t 
thank you enough!  A special thanks to Mrs. 

Nina for getting everyone together & organized.  
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 Once again we are given opportunities to reach out and 
share our blessings with others through the love of Christ.   Indi-
viduals and/or groups may want to consider “adopting” either a 
Salvation Army Angel or a Grandview Nursing Home Angel and 
purchasing some Christmas gifts to help bring a bit of Christmas 
joy into the lives of these angels.  The week after Thanksgiving 
you will find a Christmas tree filled with angels inside the FBC 
Fellowship Hall.   Below the tree will be two different sign up 
sheets - one designated for Salvation Army Angels and the oth-
er for the Nursing Home Angels.  Be sure when “adopting” your 
angel, you sign your name, the angel’s code and your phone 
number.  Bind the gifts together and place the angel with its 
code on the set of gifts.  Salvation Army gifts are to be left un-
wrapped!  The deadline to return the gifts to FBC is to be an-
nounced soon    
 

 
Exclusively for  

 

“Above all else, guard your heart, 
for it is the wellspring of life.” 

Proverbs 4:23

Cost:  $20.   Register early BY Wednesday, December 16th, 
and receive a free t shirt at the event.  Late registration is ac-
cepted from December 16th through January 3rd.  Parent ses-
sions will also be available.  Have questions?  Contact Amy 
Curry. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 The FBC Missions Committee is sponsoring its annual 
“Postage for Lottie”  campaign.  Persons wishing to have their 
Christmas cards for our active church family members and 
friends delivered can bring them to the church and donate the 
postage cost to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Interna-
tional Missions.  An alphabetical sorter for the cards will be 
available in the hallway close to the Fellowship Hall.   A dona-
tion collection box will be located on or next to the sorter.  It is 
up to the church family and friends to regularly check the sorter 

for any “mail.” 
 

 

  
 

C O M B I N E D   W O R S H I P 
Sunday, December 27th, 11am 

No Sunday School Classes 
 

 

Faith 

 Bible  

Institute 

 
 Registration for the Spring Semes-
ter, Semester 1, of Faith Bible Institute 
(FBI) is open now through January 24/25.  Studies will include:  
Genesis and Job - The Beginning and The Hebrew Fathers; Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John (Part 1) - The Life of Christ; and The 
Doctrines of God and the Bible.   Want to learn more?  Call Beverly 
Papan at 817-648-2785. 

 

2015 Ladies Christmas Tea:  Saturday, December 5th, 10am 
Special Speaker:  Terry Williams     Music Guest:  Ross Stanford 

 

Check in the church office for last minute ticket ($12.50) availability. 

      and the 
Grandview Nursing Home Angels 

 
 

 


