First Family News
Raising the Cross
“But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” – Isaiah 53:5
I helped make the cross upon which Jesus died. While you
might read that line metaphorically, I mean it somewhat literally.
I, along with three servant-hearted members of our church, recently spent a week in Sidney, British Columbia on Vancouver
Island in Canada. We went there to partner with church planters
Matthew and Heather Bond of Ekklesia Church. Our main reason for being there was to assist with a Thursday night block
party and a Good Friday “cross service,” both of which were at a
local city park. We had a great time ministering and being ministered to alongside our Canadian brothers and sisters in Christ.
On Friday evening, at the “cross service,” Pastor Matthew,
took an axe to cut notches out of two logs that he then fit, nailed,
and tied together to form a cross in remembrance of what Jesus
did for us on the first Good Friday. The cross was then raised by
several volunteers (including a couple of us) as Matthew shared
the hope of the Gospel story. As we stood, looking at the raised
cross while singing about Jesus’ love, I couldn’t help but think of
my own part in that cross even being necessary.
Earlier that day, our group was tasked with preparing the logs
that were used to make the cross. At one point, I looked up to see
the two logs sitting on sawhorses, and I experienced the sudden
realization that I was building the cross upon which Jesus would die.
Yes, no one was ACTUALLY going to be crucified on that cross, but
still my hands were lifting, cutting, drilling, and preparing a cross that
would symbolize the death of the only truly innocent man to ever
live; a death that was died for my sake and because of my sin.
When the cross was raised later that evening, I remembered
once again that in the cross I see all my sin and human frailty. My
sin is found within the timber that bore the weight of Jesus as he
bore the weight of my guilt. The freshly axe-splintered wood reminded me of Jesus’ freshly torn flesh that soaked that timber with
blood. The nails that had been driven in the cross reminded me of
the pain of sin and death against which I am helpless on my own.
Imagine being there on the hill of Calvary when Jesus was crucified. Hear him gasp for air as he asks his Father why he was being forsaken. Watch his mother’s tears soak the ground as she
looks on helplessly. Listen to the crowd as they mock the sovereign
Lord of the universe. As you listen, realize that your voice is in the
crowd; not begging for the madness to stop and for Jesus to finally
receive the mercy he deserves. No, your voice is among the mob
as they chant, “Crucify him!” I know because I hear my voice in that
same mob. And just before the sounds of the mob become over-

whelming hear Jesus ask his father to forgive us because we don’t
know what we are doing. Hear him say, “It is finished!”
What is it that is finished? Sin. By bearing the burden that we
could not bear Jesus removed the pain and separation of our guilt.
For this reason, I am not lost in a state of static hopelessness as I
gaze upon the lifted cross. I certainly see my sin in all of its ugliness,
but when I look closer I see the impotence of my sin as well. In my
sin, I am reminded of the great empires of human history. They had
their time when they ruled their subjects with an iron fist. But like all
human institutions, their time came to an end. Sin’s time came to
end the day that it fell upon Jesus while he hung on the cross. Sin
has been destroyed . . . yours and mine.
It was at my hands that the cross was built. It was for my
sin and yours that Jesus died. When you look at the cross,
mourn the reality that your sin made that necessary. See your
sin in the cross . . . but at the same time, see that sin as a conquered enemy. Sin has been defeated. You are free to live an
eternal, full, and innocent life through the cross. As the old
hymn says, “My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought. My
sin, not in part, but the whole, was nailed to the cross and I bear
it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord Oh my soul.”
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The Weather and Our Equally Fickle
Nature . . . Springtime in Texas brings

with it the possibility of severe weather
conditions. When dark clouds dominate
the skies, we find ourselves consulting the
weather man, desperate for information
that we imagine will somehow make us
NOTES safer. This spring has produced an unusual amount of rain and, with it, complaints about its interference with outdoor plans, but it will not be
many weeks before we are pleading for showers to provide our
lawns with much needed refreshment.
I can remember as a young boy in the midst of the summer
heat wondering when it would ever cool off again; of course, a
few months later, when temperatures had plummeted below the
freezing mark, my wish was for warmer conditions. When my
dissatisfaction became audible to my dad, he would consistently
quote a poem that, for some reason, has stayed with me for
these many decades:
As a rule, man’s a fool; when it’s hot, he wants it cool.
When it’s cool, he wants it hot, always wanting what
it’s not.
Similar desires for different conditions are found in countless
other proverbs. “The grass is always greener on the other side
of the fence” comes to mind. Unfortunately, complaints are all
too prevalent among us.
In our Wednesday evening prayer time, we always start
with opportunities to testify to praises for the Lord’s goodness.
Sadly, the praises are often few and forced. This is not as it
should be, especially for us as believers. While we may occasionally experience circumstances with room for improvement,
we don’t have to look far to find other people who have infinitely
more about which to commiserate than we. To recall another
proverb, “I complained that I had no shoes, until I met a man
who had no feet.” Yes, November is several months past, but
perhaps we can use a May reminder to be thankful. Why not
find someone this week with whom you can share reasons for
gratitude? You’ll both be glad you did!

Bill
MAY DEACONS ON CALL
07 Robbie Mayse.........................................254-231-1431
14 David Quisenberry ..................................817-825-6322
21 Brad Quisenberry....................................817-825-6321
28 Jeff Moore...............................................817-933-2190

The school year is coming to an
end! Now we are gearing up for an
awesome summer! But first we
need to make sure we know all
about the upcoming events in May.
We have had an incredible year
and I am praying we can finish the
year strong. I am so proud of our students. They have done
such an incredible job reaching out to their friends throughout
this school year. We have the best kids around! Their desire
for the Lord is growing and it is contagious. Thanks for all you
do to support our students. Here are the upcoming events for
May.

Jared

Wednesday Nights
May 3—May 24
Meal: 6—6:30pm Worship: 6:30—7:30pm
For the month of May we will split our Junior High and High
School students up for the worship service and games. Our last
Wednesday night of the school year will be May 24th.
Sunday School
May 7—May 28
We will kick off a small group Bible study series on the book of Esther.
Graduation Recognition Sunday
May 21

Prestonour graduates in the
We will be recognizing
11am worship service and will host a lunch for
the graduates and their families. Please let the church office
know if your family is planning on attending lunch.
Baccalaureate
GHS Performing Arts Center
May 21, 4pm

This is for all GHS graduating seniors and
their families. It is a time of worship and celebration thanking
the Lord for His guidance and strength and for Him giving the
ability to graduate from high school.
End of the Year Party
High School Football Field
Wednesday, May 24
All students grades 6 thru 12 are invited to the
Grandview High School Football Field for fun
and games celebrating the end of the school year.
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From the
Children’s Director
Hello Everyone!
We have come to May!
Thank you to all that bought flowers this year and helped us
raise funds for summer camp!!!
Don’t forget Parent’s Night Out is May 5th! Let us know
your child is coming no later than 4pm on Wednesday May 3rd.
The cost for the first child is $10, and the cost for each additional child is $5. Youth, this is your last opportunity to raise funds
for camp through PNO, so notify us if you want to help. Parents . . . Don’t forget to bring dinner for your child!
Kids Camp is coming up soon! We would love to have all
of our 3rd-5th graders go! We are headed to Riverbend Retreat
Center July 31st -August 4th! If you need information, please let
me know! There is a $40 deposit due May 21st! We will have
paperwork ready for you to fill out in the church office starting
the first week of May!
If you are helping with VBS this year, we are having an adult
leader meeting on May the 7th at 3:30pm in
the Fellowship Hall! Do make plans to be here
while we dive into planning for an amazing
week of reaching out to children! If you don’t
have a place to serve during VBS Week (June
25-29), please let me know. I will find you a job!
We will have our End of School Bash on May 24th in the
city park! We will have food, bounces houses, and door prizes!
Please join us and bring a friend!
As always, if your child has activities they participate in, let
me know! I would love to come and watch them!
I know May is a busy month, but don’t forget to take time to
just “be” with your kids!
Blessings,

Ms. Amy

KIDS END OF SCHOOL BASH
Wednesday, May 24
6:00pm-8:00pm
Grandview
City Park

Well we have made it to May! Crazy!! This month there
are so many things to be aware of! Please check folders each
day as we will have lots of notes!
On May 11th, we will have Muffins with Moms
starting at 7:30-8:30am! We hope you can come
and enjoy time with your kids!
Our Preschool Class is moving up to “BIG”
School soon so we are taking them on a field trip (May 16) to
check out the place where they will continue their education
next year! We will leave for Grandview Elementary at 9:20am,
have a tour of the school, meet some key people at the school,
and then have lunch in the park with some extra play time before returning to CDO for the afternoon! Parents are invited to
attend also, but please note we have limited number of seats on
our bus. Therefore let me know if you intend to ride along with
us!
On May 16th, we will have our graduation/end of the year
program!! We will all cry and laugh and smile at how much the
kids have grown since last August! Please
note this is a time for the whole family!! We
will have a reception after our program. We
have had such a great year with the kids!
They have all grown so much, and we have
fallen in love with them more and more each
week they are here!
We will have our water day on May 18th!
It will be a Fun Day in the Sun (Hopefully it
will be sunny this year!) Children will need to
bring their towels, swimwear, and sunscreen
along with a complete change of clothes!!
Blessings!

Ms. Amy

Kids camp
Riverbend Retreat Ctr
July 31 to August 4
Cost: $200
$40 Deposit Due Sunday, May 21st.
Camp forms available in the office!
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Sundays -

Wednesdays -

Traditional Worship
8:30am
Sunday School
9:45am
Contemporary Worship
11:00am
Sr Adult LIFE Connect Group 5:00pm
FBI Studies
6:00pm

Youth—The Good Life
FBC Kids
Adult Prayer Meeting
Ladies & Men’s Bible Studies
Mixed Adults Bible Studies

6:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

By Letter
Samantha & Tanner
Webb
Kenneth & Mary Ann
Kirkpatrick
Robert, Amanda, Alex,
& Tyler Poynter

Baby Dedication Sunday
May 7th, 2017
8:30am & 11am

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of God . . . And he took
them in his arms and blessed them,
laying his hands on them.”
—Mark 10:14b, 16

English Standard Version

FOR THE RECORD
WEEK OF:
Mar 26
SS Attendance:
169
8:30 Worship:
65
11:00 Worship:
160
Income Rec’d: 8908.59

Apr 02
134
49
117
16312.74

Apr 09
133
Combined
213
11888.98

Apr 16
176
104
270
10147.36

Apr 23
170
74
128
11920.64

BUDGET:
YTD Required: 138456.11
YTD Receipts: 143524.81
Wkly Required: 10650.47
Wkly Receipts: 7036.85

149106.58
156663.31
10650.47
13138.50

159757.05
164816.41
10650.47
8153.10

170407.52
174380.51
10650.47
9564.10

181057.99
10650.47






For the past several years FBC has actively participated
in the Operation Christmas Child Program sponsored by
Samaritan’s Purse. The goal is to reach as many needy
children as possible throughout the world with shoebox size
containers filled with love and small gifts. The opportunity is
also taken to present God’s word and his plan of salvation.
Collecting gifts to fill our plastic containers will be done a
little differently this year. Although you have the option to
fill your own box, we are asking that you consider donating
specific items for a specific month. For example, April’s
donations are to be stuffed animals, May is boy and/or girl
hygiene items, and June will be toys. Remember NO liquids or war related items!!!
Watch for containers in the hallways in which to place
your donations! If you have questions, see Kim Mayse.

May 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg

4:00 Parents Night Out
Reservations Due
5:30 Wed PM Supper
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Youth The Good Life
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study

7:30/8:30 CDO
12:00 National Day of
Prayer Event @
FUMC
5:00 Primetimers

6:00 Parents Night
Out

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
2:00 GV Nursing Home
2:00 M Quisenberry
Shower
3:30 VBS Worker Mtg
5:00 Sr A LC Group

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg

5:30 Wed PM Supper
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Youth The Good Life
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study

7:30/8:30 CDO
8:00 CDO Muffins
with Moms
5:00 Primetimers

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg
6:30 CDO
Graduation

5:30 Wed PM Supper
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Youth The Good Life
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 B/F Mtg

7:30/8:30 CDO Fun in
the Sun—Last Day
5:00 Primetimers

21

22

23

24

25

7:30 Deacons
7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
12:00 Graduate Lunch
4:00 Baccalaureate at
GVISD
5:00 Sr A LC Group
6:00 Church Conference

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews

9:00 Staff Mtg

5:30 Wed PM Supper
6:00 Kids End of
School Bash @
City Park
6:00 Youth End of
School Bash @
FBC
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study

29

30

31

Kids Camp $40 Dep Due

28
7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship

6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study

Office Closed

6

9:45 Homeless Min
COOKS Depart
10:15 Homeless Min
SERVERS Depart

26
TBA Private
Reception

27
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Our Christian love and sympathy
are extended to

Celebrating
Birthdays

Kandace Collins and family on
the loss of her grandmother.
Wes Allen and family on the loss of
his brother in law, Bill Stewart.

Fern Ellis
Barbara Powell
Ada Rhodes
Butch and Christine Russell
Bill and Peggy Lyle
Tom Ellis
Janet Smith
Ben and Bobbie Mosley

NC
NC
GF
FFF
MF
MF
NC

Sara Martinez
Barbara Powell
Ada Rhodes
Victor Ramirez
Jessica Ramirez
Angelica Ramirez

NC
NC
GF
GF
GF

Norma Massey
Janet Smith

MF

01
03
04
05
06

07
08
09
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
31

Lori Martin, Robin McClure
Sue Spain
Brayden Lee, Hudson Ray, Ryan Schronk, Cliff Williams
Kayla Clendennen
Bryce Basham, Daniel Holden, Isabella Leeth, Laura
Standefer
Jonah Barron, Stephanie Phillips
John Akers, Corban Cornutt
Shelley Pruitt, Justin Ricker
Shawna Webb
Jon Spain
Creed Fletcher, Autumn Rogers
Linda Webster
Amber Gabel, Tonya Vaughan
Emily Roberts, Allyson Simmons
Makala Fussell, Mary Ray, Leah Tye
Amanda Grimes, Tristan Peabody
Lauryn Eason, Zachary Hahn, Emma Jenkins
Cathi Neal
Jeff Holloway, Jessica Roberts
Josiah Anderson, Travis Gregg
Cari Pennington
Austin Gray, Chuck Powell, Cayden Self, Ken Simmons
Emma Prater, Randi Self, Rikki Self
James Gatlin, Walter Phillips, Steve Teague
Neta Barnes, David Hale, James Wilson IV
Dylan Dailey, Mignon Hobbs, Olivia Yeoman
Candy Clynch, Lynn Louthan, Susan Mitchell, Patrick
Post, Chris Rankin, McKenzie Rudduck, Amy Stanford
Please report any birthday corrections
or additions to the church office.

Barbara Powell’s Birthday—April 7th
Ada Rhodes
Sharon Brock
BF Building Fund
BN Benevolence Fund
BTSF Back to School Fair
CDO Children’s Day Out
CDO Sch Children’s Day
Out Scholarship Fund
CCF Children Camp Fund
CM Children Ministry

CF Choir Fund
FFF Funeral Food Fund
GF General Fund
HM Homeless Ministry
IM International Missions
KF Kitchen Fund
LF Library Fund
LO Local Outreach

NC
MTF
MF Memorial Fund
MisF Missions Fund
MTF Mission Trip
MusF Music Fund
NC - New Construction
SSF Sew ‘n Sews Fund
YCS Youth Camp Scholarship
YF Youth Fund

Memorial Day May 29th: Office Closed

TEST the TITHE Sunday
May 7th
Everyone is encouraged to contribute 1/10 of
his/her weekly income and see how the Lord
blesses it through His ministry here at FBC.

Church Conference
Sunday, May 21, 6pm
Agenda items are due in the office by May 10th
and will be posted in the Fellowship Hall by the 14th.
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Contemporary

Wendell Berry is one of my favorite
fiction authors. His writing is often very
succinct, but Berry clearly states the
point he is trying to make better than any
other author I have ever read. In his
essays, he often writes about agrarianWORSHIP ism, culture, education, and his Christian
faith. In his poem, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front,
Berry makes clear the importance of caring for others. He says,
“…Love the Lord.
Love the world. Work for nothing.
Take all that you have and be poor.
Love somebody who does not deserve it…”
This line from the poem has always stuck with me. Taking
care of others has always been (and should always be) part of
Christian life. Wendell Berry is saying that community care is
necessary for the fruition of others. Often times, our generous
actions include some expectation of repayment. Embracing the
understanding that caring for people without expecting something in return often leads to greater personal growth. Living with
a daily willingness to work for something that may not bring a
return keeps our priorities in focus. In Proverbs 11:24 we read,
“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds
what he should give, and only suffers want.”
Working for joy, to create art, to help a friend, or because
we have something to offer someone else often clears room in
our hearts and heads to handle the tough things in life. When
we love the world, love the people around us, and are willing to
“work for nothing,” we can combat some of our inner selfishness. As we go throughout the day, let us open up our hearts to
opportunities to spend time serving others. Serving others and
working for nothing, even in the mundane parts of life, tends to
center our focus on the things outside of ourselves and lead to
greater reliance on the provision of the Father.
Grace and Peace,

Joel

May 21st

11 o’clock
FBC Graduates
Grandview High School*

Madison Paige Boyd
Marissa Michelle Chambers
Kyndal Michelle Clendennen
Zachary Ryan Hahn
Judson Brian Hudson
Joshua Emmett Nash
Tristan James Peabody
Walter Blaine Phillips
Noah Wallace Pippin
Jhett Ryon Pruitt

Morgan Ruth Quisenberry
Tristen Alexander Rankin
Jobie Rae Reeves
Savannah May Rhodes
Seth Allen Roberts
Keyondrick Ray Rollison
Melissa Dawn Tull
Aaron Isaac Tye
Brandon Keiler VanBenthuysen
Samantha Elizabeth Webb

College/University/Etc.

Joel Allen—Truett Seminary—Master of Divinity
Kristen Miller—Tarleton State University—BSN in Nursing
Abbey Moore—UT—Masters in Professional Accounting
Paul Papan—Faith Bible Institute Bible College—Diploma
Emily Roberts—Faith Bible Institute Bible College—Diploma
Nina Sikes—Faith Bible Institute Bible College—Diploma
*GHS Baccalaureate Service on May 21st at 4pm
in the Performing Arts Center.

Last One ‘til Fall

First United Methodist Church of Grandview
Thursday, May 4th, 12 noon

Friday, May 5th, 6pm to 10pm
Ages 6 Months Up to 5th Grade

Community is invited to come pray for our nation
and stay for a light lunch.

Cost: $10 1st Child/$5 for Each Additional Sibling
Includes Childcare and Activities. RSVP by 4pm on May 3rd.

