
The apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation from the island of Patmos. 
Patmos was an island where the Romans often exiled prisoners. John 
was likely sent to Patmos as a prisoner, arrested for preaching the gospel. 
Introduce kids to the Book of Revelation—the last book of the Bible and a 
book that tells about things that will happen in the future. A glimpse of the 
future kingdom of God gives believers hope and compels them to remain 
faithful to Christ.

The Book of Revelation opens with John’s description of a vision. In 
the vision, Jesus warned seven local churches. In most cases, Jesus 
commended the church for their good work, warning them about the areas 
in which they needed correction, and urging them to return to Him. Each 
time, Jesus promised to reward those who remain faithful to Him.

Jesus loves the church. The Church is made up of people who have trusted 
in Jesus, who are committed to one another, and who meet together to 
worship Jesus and share the gospel. Jesus loves the Church as His Bride. 
(See Eph. 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7-9.) Jesus’ message to seven local churches 
called them to turn away from their sin and remain faithful to Him. The 
Lord is slow to anger (Ex. 34-6-7) and patient, wanting everyone to repent 
(2 Pet. 3:9).

Help kids understand some of the problems the early churches faced. They 
did not love like they should, they believed false teaching and did wrong 
things, and they were lukewarm—useless to the cause of Christ. Churches 
still face these problems today. We can pray for our churches to be faithful, 
effective instruments in spreading the gospel.

Jesus is “the Alpha and the Omega” (Rev. 1:8). In the Greek alphabet, 
alpha is the first letter and omega is the last. Jesus is the A to Z. Jesus is 
the beginning and the end, but not just those; He is everything in-between. 
Jesus made all things. (John 1:3) He is in control of all things. He holds all 
things together. (Col. 1:17) He is coming back someday to finish what He 
started.

Leader BIBLE STUDY
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Session Title: God’s Warning to Seven Churches
Bible Passage: Revelation 1–3
Big Picture Question: What was Jesus’ warning to the seven churches? 

Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning and turn back to Him.
Key Passage: Revelation 22:12-13
Unit Christ Connection: Jesus is making all things new.

Small Group Opening 
(15–20 minutes)

Large Group Bible Study 
(10–15 minutes)

Small Group Activities 
(20–25 minutes)

Snack and Transition
(20 minutes)

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at 
gospelproject.com/kids/additional-resources. For free online training on 
how to lead a group, visit ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Preschool BIBLE STUDY OVERVIEW
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God’s Warning to Seven Churches
Revelation 1–3

Like many people who believed in Jesus, the apostle John was hurt and 
hated because he told people about Jesus. John was on an island when he 
had a vision. John saw Jesus. Jesus told John to write down what he 
saw and to send the message to seven churches. These are the messages 
to the seven churches.

First church: “To the church in Ephesus (EF uh suhs): I know what 
you do. You work hard and do not give up. But you do not love Me 
like you used to. Turn back to Me. Everyone should pay attention to this 
message. I will reward believers who are faithful.”

Second church: “To the church in Smyrna (SMUHR nuh): I know 
that you are poor and are suffering, but you are rich in a different way. 
Do not be afraid. Everyone should pay attention to this message. I will 
reward believers who are faithful.”

Third church: “To the church in Pergamum (PUHR guh muhm): I 
know that the people around you are evil, and you tell others about Me 
even when it is hard. But not everyone in the church is doing the right 
thing. Turn away from your sin and turn back to Me! Everyone should 
pay attention to this message. I will reward believers who are faithful.”

Fourth church: “To the church in Thyatira (THIGH uh TIGH ruh): I 
know what you do. You are loving and faithful. But there is a woman 
among you who teaches things that are not true. Do not believe her. 
Everyone should pay attention to this message. I will reward believers 
who are faithful.”

Fifth church: “To the church in Sardis (SAHR diss): I know what you 
do. You used to be strong in your beliefs, but now you are weak. Wake 
up! Get ready for My return. Turn back to Me. Everyone should pay 
attention to this message. I will reward those who are faithful.”

Sixth church: “To the church in Philadelphia (FIL uh DEL fih uh): 
I know what you do. You are a small church, but you obey Me. I am 
coming soon. Be ready. Everyone should pay attention to this message. I 
will reward believers who are faithful.”

The BIBLE STORY

Preschool Bible Study Leader Guide
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Seventh church: “To the church in Laodicea (lay AHD ih SEE uh): I 
know what you do. You are not hot or cold, so I will spit you out of My 
mouth!

“I am here! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in. Everyone should pay attention to this 
message. I will reward believers who are faithful.” 

Christ Connection: Jesus loves the church. He sent a message to seven 
churches to warn them. Jesus said that people should stop sinning and turn 
to Him. Jesus rescues sinners and changes them to be like Him.

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled
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Small Group OPENING

Welcome and Session Starter (15–20 minutes)
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out 
a few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity Page: Match the Scrolls
Show kids the map of the seven churches in Asia on their 
activity page. Help kids notice that the dots pinpointing 
each church on the map is a certain color. Kids will match 
the scroll with the same color ribbon to the city on the map. 
Say • Help me count how many cities are on our map. 

[Count to seven aloud.] Jesus had a special message for 
these seven churches. Jesus told His friend John to write 
down the messages and give them to the seven churches.

Build a city
Invite the preschoolers to build a town out of blocks or 
interlocking bricks. Add cars for transportation. Point out 
the trucks that deliver mail around town. 
Say • Wow! Look at the town you built! Who delivers the 

mail in the town? That’s right, the mail carrier. 

• “Glorious Day” song 
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert 
• favorite toys

PREP
LOW

• “Match the Scrolls” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or crayons

• blocks or 
interlocking bricks

• cars and trucks 
(optional)

Session Title: God’s Warning to Seven Churches
Bible Passage: Revelation 1–3
Big Picture Question: What was Jesus’ warning to the seven churches? 

Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning and turn back to Him.
Key Passage: Revelation 22:12-13
Unit Christ Connection: Jesus is making all things new.
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In the Bible story today, we are going to learn about 
seven letters that were delivered to different towns in 
Asia. Each letter was delivered to a church in a city. Some 
of the churches were doing a good job, but some churches 
were not doing what Jesus wanted them to do. 

Draw in a circle
Invite the children to form a circle, standing one behind 
the other. Encourage the preschoolers to “write” something 
on the back of the person in front of them using their 
finger. Suggest drawing a circle or writing the number 7. 
Demonstrate the shapes in the air as you encourage the 
children to write.
Say • Great job writing! Today we are going to learn about 

a time when Jesus asked His friend John to write a letter 
to seven different churches. Jesus used these letters to 
warn the different churches and tell them to stop sinning 
and turn back to Him. A warning is something that tells 
someone not to do something dangerous or something 
they should not do.

Talk about warnings
Invite kids to name warnings that they might have heard 
from their parents or caretakers, such as “Hold my hand 
when we cross the street!” or “Don’t touch a hot stove!”
Say • The people we love give us warnings so we can 

be safe and happy. Jesus told His friend John to write 
warnings to seven churches so they could be safe too. 

Transition to Bible study
Ring the bell, show the countdown video, flip the lights, or 
clap a simple rhythm for children to copy to gain attention. 
Proceed to the large group teaching area.

• countdown video 
(optional)

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled
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Large Group Bible Study (10–15 minutes) 

Introduce the Bible story
Introduce the Bible story by asking the children to practice 
counting to seven. Lead the children in counting to seven by 
holding up the appropriate number of fingers as you count.
Say • Today we are going to do something special during 

our Bible story. We are going to count every church we 
hear about in today’s Bible story. We are going to count 
using our fingers, but not using our words so that we can 
listen for the next number. Everyone wiggle your fingers 
and get them ready to count!

Before we count, let’s practice our key passage. Our 
key passage comes from Revelation, just like today’s 
Bible story. Our key passage reminds us that Jesus will 
come back one day—something He also reminded the 
churches in today’s Bible story!

Invite kids who may have the key passage memorized to 
say it now. Read the key passage twice, using hand motions. 
Sing the key passage song together.

• Bible
• Timeline Map
• Key Passage Poster
• “Alpha Omega” 

song
• “Key Passage 

Motions - 
Revelation 22:12-
13” (optional)

Session Title: God’s Warning to Seven Churches
Bible Passage: Revelation 1–3
Big Picture Question: What was Jesus’ warning to the seven churches? 

Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning and turn back to Him.
Key Passage: Revelation 22:12-13
Unit Christ Connection: Jesus is making all things new.

Large Group BIBLE STUDY
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Watch or tell the Bible story
Open your Bible to Revelation 1. Mention to kids that 
revelation means something that is made known or told to 
someone so they could understand.
Say • Today’s story is found in the Book of Revelation. 

[Point to the book in your Bible.] Revelation is the last 
book in the Bible. In this story, Jesus gave a message to 
the seven churches. As you listen to the Bible story, think 
about this question: What was Jesus’ warning to the 
seven churches? 

Tell the Bible story in your own words or show the video.

Talk about the Bible story
Invite kids to answer the following questions:

1. What did Jesus tell John to do? (Jesus told John to 
write down what he saw and send messages to 
seven churches.)

2. How many churches did John write to? (seven)
3. What was Jesus’ warning to the seven churches? 

Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning and 
turn back to Him.

4. Whom does Jesus say He will reward? (Jesus says 
He will reward those who are faithful.)

Say • Jesus loves the church. He sent a message to seven 
churches to warn them. Jesus said that people should 
stop sinning and turn to Him. Jesus rescues sinners and 
changes them to be more like Him.

Transition to small groups 
Return to small groups. Do activities one of these ways:

• as a group, all at the same time
• in small groups that rotate through each activity
• in centers, allowing preschoolers to browse and choose

• “God’s Warning to 
Seven Churches” 
video

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled
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Small Group Activities

Small Group Activities (20–25 minutes)
Talk about the big picture question and answer, Christ 
connection, or details from the Bible story in each activity 
to reinforce God’s big story.

One church, two church
Play a version of “One Potato, Two Potato,” exchanging the 
word church for potato. Invite the kids to stand in a circle 
and hold both their hands out in front of them. Sing the 
song, counting out loud (asking the kids to count with you), 
and touch one hand with each number you count. When 
the counter say “more,” the hand that is tapped goes behind 
that child’s back. Repeat until only one hand remains in the 
circle.

“ One church, two church, three church, four. 
Five church, six church, seven church, more!”

Say • How many churches did Jesus ask John to send His 
messages to? That’s right! Seven churches. Jesus told the 
seven churches to stop sinning and to turn back to Him. 
Jesus loved the churches, and it made Him sad to see 
them doing wrong things. What was Jesus’ warning to 
the seven churches? Jesus warned the churches to stop 
sinning and turn back to Him.

Tip: Set up activities 
that work well for 
your kids and your 
budget.

PREP
LOW

Session Title: God’s Warning to Seven Churches
Bible Passage: Revelation 1–3
Big Picture Question: What was Jesus’ warning to the seven churches? 

Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning and turn back to Him.
Key Passage: Revelation 22:12-13
Unit Christ Connection: Jesus is making all things new.
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Play “Simon Says”
Invite the children to play “Simon Says” following all 
the normal rules. If you say “Simon says,” kids will do 
whatever command that follows. If you do not say “Simon 
says,” kids will not do the command. Allow all of the 
children to continue playing the game, even if they mess up.
Say • Great job following directions! In the Bible story 

today we learned that the seven churches were not 
following Jesus in the way that they should. Jesus loved 
the churches. He had died on the cross to rescue them 
from sin. Jesus told John to send the churches messages 
to tell them to turn back and follow Him again. What was 
Jesus’ warning to the seven churches? Jesus warned the 
churches to stop sinning and turn back to Him.

Prepare letters
Print out the letters and cut them apart so you have enough 
strips of paper with the Christ connection for each child to 
have one. Pass out the pieces of paper along with a plain 
envelope. Offer the children stickers, rubber stamps, and 
crayons to decorate their envelopes. When the kids finish, 
help them place their letters inside of the envelopes.
Say • When we write someone a letter, we place it inside 

of an envelope to keep it safe. Then we send the letter in 
the mail to be delivered. Today we learned that John sent 
letters to warn seven churches. John sent the churches an 
important warning from Jesus. What was Jesus’ warning 
to the seven churches? Jesus warned the churches to 
stop sinning and turn back to Him.

• “Letters,” 1 per kid 
• art supplies
• envelopes

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled
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Seven item hunt
Give each child a paper bag and ask kids to go around the 
room and collect seven small items to put in their bags. 
When the preschoolers are done, invite them to share what 
they found. Practice counting to seven as kids remove the 
items from their bags and return the items to their proper 
places. 
Say • Jesus sent a warning to seven churches in different 

cities. Can you help me count to seven? Great job! The 
seven churches were all having a hard time remembering 
to follow Jesus. What was Jesus’ warning to the seven 
churches? Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning 
and turn back to Him.

Seven church collage
Before class, print and cut apart the seven churches cards 
for each kid to have one set. Tape a sheet of contact plastic 
to the table for each child, sticky-side facing up. Invite the 
preschoolers to make a collage by choosing seven pictures 
of churches and placing them onto the sticky paper. When 
they have finished, place another sheet of contact paper 
sticky-side down over their artwork to seal it.
Say • Jesus loves the church! That is why He sent a 

warning to the seven churches. Jesus cared about the 
churches. What was Jesus’ warning to the seven 
churches? Jesus warned the churches to stop sinning 
and turn back to Him.

• paper bags, 1 
per kid

• “Seven Churches,” 
1 per kid 

• clear contact plastic

Preschool Bible Study Leader Guide
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Snack and Transition (20 minutes)
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities 
time and gather for snack time. Take a restroom break and 
wash hands or use hand sanitizer. Choose volunteers to help 
set up for the snack; remind children during snack time to 
say please and thank you. Thank God for the snack.

Today, offer snack in groups of seven. Count each child 
seven pretzels, seven raisins, and seven mini marshmallows. 
Remind the preschoolers of the seven churches from the 
Bible story. 

Transition
When a child finishes her snack and throws away any trash, 
she may draw on her journal page. Ask her to draw a picture 
of something she learned about Jesus from the Bible story 
today. Remind the preschoolers that the Bible helps the 
church know how God wants us to obey Him. Reading the 
Bible also helps us love Jesus more and more because we 
get to read about all the wonderful things He has done for 
us! Pray for the kids.
Say • Dear God, thank You for these precious children 

who came together as a church today. I pray that You will 
bring each of the children in the class into Your family. 
Change their hearts so that they want to follow Jesus. 
Help us to tell others about Jesus so they might love Him 
too. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them 
something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during 
the session. If new leaders are arriving, quietly share useful 
information about kids who are present.

• countdown video 
(optional)

• Allergy Alert 
• snack food
• paper cups and 

napkins

• Journal Page 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• books and puzzles
• crayons

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled
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Journal Page

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled
Key Passage: Revelation 22:12-13

Session1:  Church Responsibility 
1 Corinthians 1–16

Session 2:  Christ’s Return Is Anticipated 
2 Thessalonians 1–3

Session 3:  God’s Warning to Seven Churches 
Revelation 1–3

Session 4:  Jesus Christ Will Return 
Revelation 19–22

© 2015 LifeWay
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“And behold, I am 
coming quickly … 

I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First 

and the Last.”
Revelation 22:12-13

UNIT 36 • Key Passage Poster (NKJV)
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT
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“Look, I am coming 
soon! … I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, 
the First and the Last, 

the Beginning and 
the End.”

Revelation 22:12-13

UNIT 36 • Key Passage Poster (NIV)
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled



And, behold, I come 
quickly; … I am 

Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and 

the end, the first and 
the last.

Revelation 22:12-13

UNIT 36 • Key Passage Poster (KJV)
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT
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“Look! I am coming 
quickly … I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, 
the First and the 

Last, the Beginning 
and the End.”
Revelation 22:12-13

UNIT 36 • Key Passage Poster (HCSB)
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT
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“Behold, I am coming 
soon … I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, 

the beginning and 
the end.”

Revelation 22:12-13

UNIT 36 • Key Passage Poster (ESV)
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT
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UNIT 36 • Key Passage Poster
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled



What was Jesus’ 
warning to the 

seven churches?

UNIT 36 • Session 3 • Big Picture Question
© 2015 LifeWay
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What was Jesus’ 
warning to the 

seven churches?

Jesus warned the 
churches to stop sinning 

and turn back to Him.

UNIT 36 • Session 3 • Big Picture Question
© 2015 LifeWay
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God’s Plan for the Church Is FulfilledUnit 36 • Session 3 • Preschool Activity Pages

Instructions: Jesus told John to write to seven Bible times churches. Match the colors to connect each church to its scroll by drawing a line.

Connect the 7 Churches
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God’s Warning to Seven Churches
Revelation 1–3

24
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God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled

Instructions: Print this poster, or laminate it and reuse it throughout the quarter. Use a dry erase marker to fill in the necessary information when bringing food, 

animals, things to smell, or nature items that might cause allergic reactions. Display the poster where parents can see it when they arrive with their children.

Today your child will be 
tasting/touching/sniffing

 

Please notify a teacher  
if your child should not 
participate in this activity.

UNIT 36 • Allergy Alert Poster
© 2015 LifeWay
OK TO PRINT





UNIT 36 • Key Passage Motions
© 2015 LifeWay

OK TO PRINT

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled

Instructions: Use these pictures of hand motions for the key passage to help kids 

remember it. The hand motions suggested use the HCSB® version, but can be 

adapted across all translations.

Key Passage Motions - Revelation 22:12-13



UNIT 36 • Session 3 • Preschool Bible Study
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OK TO PRINT

God’s Plan for the Church Is Fulfilled

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the leader guide.Letters

Jesus loves the church. He sent a message to seven 
churches to warn them. Jesus said that people should 

stop sinning and turn to Him. Jesus rescues sinners and 
changes them to be like Him.

Jesus loves the church. He sent a message to seven 
churches to warn them. Jesus said that people should 

stop sinning and turn to Him. Jesus rescues sinners and 
changes them to be like Him.
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