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Restore
Dr. D.L. Moody

President
Arlington Baptist College

A good working definition of the word restore might look
something like this: To return a thing to its previous place
or condition. The word might be used in relation to a house,
car, relic, or even a human relationship (Galatians 6:1).
Our theme for Hilltop Conference 2016 is RESTORE. We
prayerfully and thoughtfully selected this word because
we believe that, at this point and time in history, there are
several areas and levels where restoration is vitally needed.
Our country is in desperate need of restoration when it
comes to values, morals, and godliness. Biblical principles
upon which America was founded and on which it has
stood for more than two centuries has been eroded by
false philosophies and erroneous ideals. This decline has
resulted in a plethora of problems for which human wisdom
has no answer. God’s Word has the answer…Repent and
Return to the One upon which the nation was founded. We
need to truly restore the motto: “One nation under God.”
When I browse through our Top ‘o Hill archives and see
the pictures of fellowship meetings of days gone by, my
heart yearns to see such gatherings again. Buildings were
packed and overflowing; men and women had come
together as one, for the purpose of getting the Gospel to
the world. The drawing force of these meetings came in
large part from the now famous words of our founder, Dr.
J. Frank Norris…words like: “Into all the world with all the
Word” and “I would do anything to keep a man out of hell.”
I pray that God would restore this same passion, excitement,
and unified, single focus to the work of our college and
fellowship. A glorious past is something to be very proud
of. However, today is the day that God has given to us that
we might make a difference in the world. We may not agree
on every single issue, but we can all agree on the fact that
God has called us to “preach the Gospel to every creature.”
This command is paramount and can unify and excite us
toward becoming the massive movement that we once
were. RESTORE!
Even on a personal level, this word is relevant. In David’s
prayer of repentance in Psalm 51, he made this request
of God… “restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.” What
he had been missing (joy in salvation) because of his

disobedience, he is asking God to restore now that he has
repented of his sin.
Hopefully, none of us is guilty of the same sin that David
was, but any of us is capable of losing the fire of devotion
that once permeated our lives and service to Christ. When
the fire goes out, the joy goes with it. Here again, there is
the need for restoration.
At Hilltop Conference 2016, we are looking forward to
and praying that God will work His incredible work of
restoration in our individual lives, our fellowship, and
ultimately revival in America. Our keynote speaker will be
our friend, Jonathan Falwell, pastor of Thomas Road Baptist
Church, Lynchburg, Virginia. God is using him as a national
voice for biblical values and godly principles through his
local church as well as his national television program. You
will not want to miss this year’s conference.
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters. He RESTORETH my soul; he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake.” (Ps. 23:1-3) (emphasis
mine)
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Bicentennial
Celebration
FORTIFY

I found an old copy of the
Fundamentalist, dated July, 1976.
It was the year of the Bicentennial
celebration, our nation’s 200th
birthday.
As you read this
compare it to the needs of today.

Charles Bartlett
President

By Woody Cash

We don’t have to look very far to see that the arena
of Christian values is in woeful need of restoration.
Whether the need involves the culture in which we live
or our individual walk with the Lord, the principles and
practices we have come to accept as our new norm are
not characteristic of what used to be our standard of
biblical correctness. Godly conduct cries out “Restore me,
restore me.”.

“Bicentennial Year is America’s
Opportunity”

World Baptist Fellowship

“It is evident on every hand that
America is in need of a genuine
spiritual awakening. The latest reports out of Washington indicate
widespread scandals among top Congressional figures to freshmen
on Capitol Hill. The nation is being disgraced by the very people
who have sworn to protect and preserve our freedoms. It appears
that Washington needs a house cleaning and before there can
be a reform movement among the grass roots there must be a
reformation within the higher echelons of government. In view of
the moral and spiritual bankruptcy that characterizes our land, we
need a revival of spiritual things which will bring America to her
knees and back to God…We are of the persuasion that when we
meet God’s condition, He will send revival to America, and we can
remain a free society. If such conditions are not met, our days as a
free nation are numbered.”

Yet, try as we may, the world in general is not of a mindset to be restored. Our efforts to bring back the Christ
honoring convictions and performances of former years
will fail to pervade in society at large. The sad realization
is that “all things will wax worse and worse”. But that fact
does not relieve us of personal efforts to seek to restore
that which is lost or degraded.
But what should we do to prevent further degradation of
the responsibility to occupy ‘til He comes? How can we
guard against the ever present erosion of those values we
have been given as believers and embraced as followers
of our soon coming King? The answer may well be found
in the word – Fortify.

Sounds like 2016, doesn’t it? I don’t know who the author was of this
article in 1976 but he or she hit the nail on the head. We need to do
our best as churches, as World Baptist Fellowship churches around
the world, to be a part of a “restoration” that brings our nation and
churches back into a love for God, each other, and our world.

World Baptist Fellowship

In Revelation 2, Jesus spoke to the church at Ephesus – “I know thy
works…Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee because thou
hast left thy first love.” This was a good church, doing good things,
as we see in the preceding verses, but they had got so wrapped up
in the busyness of their work, they left their first love.

Found only six times (and that only in the Old Testament)
fortify carries the connotation to make strong, strengthen
against attack, and support.
We, nationally and
individually, have become weak in those ideals for which
we should stand forth as bulwarks against the onslaught
of overt assault and personal lethargy. The need of the
hour is to restore. And when that is prayerfully achieved,
we must fortify each value we have restored so that they
be not once again allowed to deteriorate. Nahum 1:7
gives us a strong encouragement in that pursuit: “The
Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he
knoweth them that trust him.”

So much has already been said through sermons and real life how
that we need to have that love restored. Our theme for our Hilltop
Conference is “Restore”. In Revelation 2:5, we find how we can
restore that “first love”.
•

Remember
Remember where you came from and how you fell. We have a
great heritage. Let’s not dwell there but also, don’t forget the
rock from which we are taken.

•

Repent
Humbly confess our sins

•

Restore
Get back to loving God and each other and serve Him.

Then (when God’s perfect will is restored in thought, word,
and deed) we must vigilantly fortify what we have sought
to restore. Hopefully, the need for restoration is not
pervasive for all the spiritual and secular characteristics we
have cherished. For each of those not adversely affected,
the action to fortify them is a wise preventive. May we
not let them languish in our embrace, but rather may we
vigorously fortify them and restore them to vibrant victory
as they model our lives up-front and certain. “Restore,
Restore, Restore.” FORTIFY! FORTIFY! FORTIFY!

I hope you will join me in beginning now to pray for every speaker
and event of the upcoming Hilltop Conference and let us as World
Baptist Fellowship be the catalyst to restore the love for God and His
work, a restoration we as a fellowship and nation sorely need. As
a fellowship of churches, we may have different methods of doing
ministry, but we all have one goal, building the Kingdom of God.
See you on the “Hill” at Arlington Baptist College and the Hilltop
Conference on April 26th-28th.
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Heartbeat Of The WBF
By
Marjorie Moffitt
In 1967 when my husband, Bro. Bill, was called from our church in
Phoenix to pastor the Trentman Ave. Baptist Church in Ft. Worth, TX (now
Pleasantview Baptist Church in Arlington, TX), the first Sunday morning,
the first person to arrive – also an hour early – was Mrs. Jean Bacon. We
learned she was the official greeter of the church. She stood behind
her table in the front foyer and greeted all who arrived and directed
visitors to their classes. Standing beside her was her son Joe. He greeted
every young person who came in the door, got their information and
personally led them to the Youth Dept., introduced them to another
young person, and went back out to take his station beside his mother.
He loved every minute of it. I was so impressed by that young man.
Since Mrs. Bacon’s husband was a long distance truck driver,
he was hardly ever home. This placed all the responsibility of raising
their four children on her. She did a fantastic job of it, too. She had all
four children in church no matter what. Two things she impressed on
her children: “Be faithful”, and “Always be on time”. They learned a lot
from their precious mother. They were a singing family. Mrs. Bacon sang
tenor in the choir, and often joined her daughter, Linda, and her son,
Grady, singing trios at the church. She was a prayer warrior, and it was a
good thing, too, because her kiddos were going to need her prayers big
time. Linda and Tommy Raley became missionaries as did her son Gary
and his wife Monnie. Joe became a pastor, and her son Grady, is now
retired. I get so tickled every time I hear this story. When Bro. Joe moved
back to Texas to pastor in Grand Prairie, Mrs. Bacon joined his church to
support him. Anytime someone asked her, ”Is Bro. Joe your son?”, she
would always quickly reply, “What’s he done?” She had a good sense of
humor and passed it down to her son, Joe.

While growing up at Trentman, Joe was active in the youth
department. He, Lyndel Lee, Vickie Lee, and Amanda Bartlett formed
a quartet and Carla Cubine played for them. Whether Bro. Joe was in
church, school, on the job, or at the seminary, he always gave 100% of
himself. There has never been anything half-hearted about him. Tommy
Raley was his youth director, and then Joe became youth director of
Trentman. We had great workers to grow up at Trentman and surrender
to full time service to the Lord.: Joe Bacon, Lyndel Lee, Bill and Mary
Horton, Gary Bacon, Bill Hayward, Dana Brown McCutchen and her
husband Mark, and John and Kyron Horton. We adopted Dale Brown
and Guy Morrow who worked with our youth, and Steve Byrd, who was
our bus minister. What a blessing it is to our church to see them all still
active in God’s service.
When Bro. Bacon finished the seminary, he and Phyllis went to
Durango, Colorado. They had been there eighteen months when Bro.
Raley called and asked him to pray about coming to Pleasanton, Kansas

Bro. Joe shared with me that his pastor-buddies often tease
him about going bald. He tells them, “Well, with a body like this, who
needs hair?” He certainly didn’t need hair to help out the Leukemia
Foundation. Since he had begun a running program to help him diffuse
the stress of the ministry, he was asked to run in a marathon. He found
out he loved it, and soon found a purpose to spur his new passion along.
He began running to help raise money for the Leukemia foundation, and
soon became a runners coach , which he did for fifteen years. He’s run
109 marathons all over the world: Spain, Rome, Alaska, Hawaii, Dublin,
Ireland, Corinth, and the Boston marathon twice. His favorite was his
100th marathon in Athens, Greece where he also was able to stand on
top of Mars Hill and preach the Gospel. He was especially pleased when
the foundation named two of their grants after his mother, who died of
cancer, and his aunt, who died of Leukemia.
Please remember his wife, Phyllis, in prayer. Just about all her
life she has had horrible headaches. They have seen every doctor they
know about and nothing has seemed to help much. She is still able to
attend services and enjoys being with their two daughters, Shaunna and
Laurie, and their eleven grandchildren.
Bro. Joe shared with me one of his greatest blessings as a young
pastor was a tape made by Bill Jividin, Rick Austin and David McElreath
giving him practical advice on the “How to do” and “what NOT to do”
in the ministry. Things they don’t teach in the seminary. More senior
pastors need to take the time to share with young men in the ministry to
help them avoid pitfalls that are sure to appear. One particular piece of
advice which Bro. Joe values was: “Remember, it matters more what God
thinks about you than anyone else”. Before we completed this interview,
Bro. Joe laughingly stated, “If anyone wants to know what NOT to do, tell
them to call Bro. Joe Bacon”.
Bro. Joe and Phyllis are a precious couple you’ll love being
around, but be prepared to laugh. If you know of someone who lives in
his area and would like to attend a “country church”, tell them about the
Trailwood Baptist Church, 4137 Matthew Road, Grand Prairie, TX 75052.
Phone 972.641.7040.
(Traveling east on I-20, exit Great Southwest Parkway, stay on the access
road to Matthew Road on the right, and his church is a couple of blocks
down on the left. If you are traveling west, take the same exit, circle
under I-20 going east toward Matthew Road)

PRAY FOR OUR
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
3

World Baptist Fellowship

One summer at youth camp, boys will be boys, you know; my
son Mike and Joe decided to sneak out of the barn which housed the
boys, and go up to the cabins on the hill where the girls stayed. All was
going well until the appointed camp sheriff saw Mike and called out,
“Stop right where you are!”. Well, Joe was hiding behind a tree, and the
sheriff didn’t see him, so he would have been free to get back into the
barn with no trouble UNTIL Mike called out, “He’s seen us, so come on
out Joe. The sheriff took them down to Bro. Moffitt, the camp director,
and explained the situation. Bro. Moffitt didn’t yell at them. He just
strongly stated. MIKE, YOU, ON THE COUCH! JOE, ON THE FLOOR! Bro.
Joe said all he had to cover up with was the rug on the floor. It was the
most miserable night he had ever spent in his life. Oh, well, so much for
boys being boys!

to pastor there. They went, and eighteen months later Dr. Oldham called
and asked him to come to Grand Prairie, TX to pastor a little mission
church they had organized out of their church called the Trailwood
Baptist Church. They’ve been there thirty three years and still doing a
great job there for the Lord. When he came to pastor, the church had an
indebtedness of $180,000, but they have been debt free for some time
now. They have a good missions program. Not only do they give each
missionary a check from the church for coming, but he encourages the
members to give them cash to help feed and house them until their next
appointment.
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A Man With A Vision
Missionary Mike Lane was a man with a vision. He was saved as a teenager
through the ministry of the Calvary Baptist Church in Grand Prairie, Texas
and grew up in a generation of young people who had been challenged to
give their lives to the Lord for service. He took that challenge seriously and
from his teen years forward his entire life was dedicated to doing the Lord’s
will. Upon graduation from high school he began preparation for ministry
at the Arlington Baptist College. God gave him a help meet in his wife,
Debbie, who had a like passion for serving God. Together they prepared
and lived their life together with the ultimate goal of bringing glory to God
through their ministry.
Mike had a vision for the world even as a very young man and allowed
God to direct and prepare him for what would ultimately be his life-long
dream of serving on the mission field. That preparation was not only in the
form of academic and Bible study preparation but also practical ministry
experience. He served as a Youth Pastor and learned how to deal with
young people in winning them to Christ and challenging them for service,
as he himself had been challenged in his youth.
Mike served 16 years as a Pastor and learned how to shepherd the flock of
God by teaching the Word of God and leading by example so that believers
were edified and a strong church was built in Washington State. As a
pastor he still maintained a vision for the world and was heavily involved in
missionary support and during a visit to Honduras, the Lord made it clear
that He was calling him to that country.
Mike had a clear vision of what he felt the Lord had called him to do in
Honduras. His goals included founding a strong local church that would
become the launching pad for evangelism and planting churches in the
many mountain towns of western Honduras. That goal was accomplished
with the establishment of a growing church in the city of La Esperanza and
works in a number of mountain villages. He had a special love for the Lenca
Indians of the mountains and worked tirelessly to carry the Gospel to them.

When diagnosed with cancer Mike and Debbie did not allow that to deter
them in their desire to do the work of God in Honduras. He would make
trips to the States on a yearly basis for testing and treatment but then
return to the work there in Honduras. He worked to keep up his physical
strength through diet and exercise so he could continue in the work,
especially in the mountain villages.
When the Lord called Mike Lane home, he was in his beloved Honduras
and faithfully serving. He preached on the final night of his life and God led
him to preach on the need for the Honduran believers to carry on the work
of the Gospel. That had not been his prepared message for that service
but the Lord knew that in a few short hours Mike would be called to glory
and his final exhortation to the people there was to continue to go forward
for the Lord.
In the months following Mike’s homegoing the work is progressing in
Honduras. Faithful and dedicated workers are leading the church in La
Esperanza and continuing the work in the mountain villages. A young
man, Hotir, is especially dedicated to the ministry. He was Mike’s “Timothy”
and he is doing a fine job in leading the work forward.
Mike Lane was a man with a vision
and God allowed him to see his
vision become reality. I wonder how
many of us have a vision of what God
can do with a man or woman who
will surrender to His will and follow
His leadership?

Bro. Mike Lane

Mike and Debbie had a desire to see the youth of Honduras won to Christ
and discipled into strong servants of the Lord. They accomplished this task
by starting an annual Youth Conference based on the model of the World
Baptist Youth Conferences that were held for many years at Arlington
Baptist College. Young people from the churches of Honduras competed
in preaching, teaching, music, Bible quiz, art and other activities designed
to give them the experience necessary to be of great use by the Lord in
their local churches around the country. Debbie was burdened for young
ladies of Honduras, many of whom were not living for the Lord and she
founded “The Daughters of the King” to teach and train them in Christian
ethics and how to be good servants for the Lord as well as godly wives
and mothers. The vision of Mike and Debbie Lane extended throughout
Honduras. Mike was instrumental in distributing thousands of copies of
the Bible, New Testaments and Christian literature.
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Tommy Raley

Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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MY FAMILY/FAVORITE MINISTRY

Some of the greatest words of advice I ever heard from a fellow
laborer in ministry were, “Your family is your most important
ministry.” And I must admit, I am still learning how to be a
better servant in that ministry. My family is the most precious
and most challenging ministry of which I’ve ever been a part.
Solomon was so wise when he wrote in Proverbs 18:22 “Whoso
findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favor of the
LORD.” I’m sure other men in ministry would agree with me
when I say that God certainly favored us when He sent that
godly woman to minister with us. The Psalmist wrote it well
concerning children in Ps. 127:3 “Lo, children are an heritage of
the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.” I will never
forget the day our first daughter Emily, was born. I remember
holding that precious baby in my arms and thinking, “Wow! God
has entrusted us with this precious life!” But even then, I did not
fully comprehend the extent to which I would be responsible
for ministering to my wife and two daughters.
For the majority of our years in ministry, Julie, Emily, and Mallory
have listened to me teach and preach. And although we have
served in churches where we had gracious and caring pastors,
as a minister of the gospel, I have been the one to whom my
wife and children look to for counsel and direction. And in this
most recent ministry position as mission director, I have gained
some insight to how important and challenging the family
ministry is for missionaries in particular. During deputation
and furlough travels, and when missionaries first arrive on the
field, it is common for the wife and children to receive all their
preaching and spiritual counsel from the husband/dad. And
while the man of the house (or minivan) is focused on casting
a vision for missions across the country and keeping his family
physically fed, he must be conscious of the fact that he also
bears the responsibility of keeping his family spiritually fed.
Even when the family is hearing the same message preached
every week, God’s man must ask the Holy Spirit to speak to his
family’s heart and minister to their needs.

The Word of God outlines very plainly for us the importance
and priority of family ministry (Deut. 6; Pr. 22:6; Eph. 5:21-6:4).
And there is a clear connection between how we minister in the
home and how we minister in the church (I Tim. 3:4-5). The local
church has been given a GREAT Commission – a daunting task
(Matt. 28:19-20). And if there is going to be an effective ministry
abroad, it must begin at home – our home. Several years ago,
James Dobson said, “It is my view that our society can be no
more stable than the foundation of individual family units upon
which it rests. Our government, our institutions, our schools,
indeed, our way of life are dependent on healthy marriages and
loyalty to the vulnerable little children around our feet.” The
philosopher Confucius put it this way, “The strength of a nation
derives from the integrity of the home.” “One nation under God”
does not begin at the White House, but rather OUR HOUSE.
In these desperate times, as we are faced with the great task
of taking the gospel to a dark world and making our voice be
heard in the face of possible persecution, we must not fail to
neglect the family ministry where we may have the greatest
impact and accomplish the greatest good. One of the reasons I
surrendered to the gospel ministry is because I have a Dad and
Mom who brought me up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. My parents never pressured me to be in full-time ministry,
but they taught me and modeled for me the privilege and joy
of ministry.
In light of what is taking place in our nation today, it might do
us good to consider the following question: “If the state of the
union was dependent on the state of our home, what would
America look like?” Future generations of pastors, missionaries,
and lay leaders are at home today as little children with no real
idea of how God wants to use them. Who will go and tell them?
May it be that Dad in full-time ministry who has committed
himself to his most important ministry – his family.

I am not writing this article as one who excels in this area. In
fact, I continually fall short as a preacher and counselor for
my wife and children. But they and the Lord are gracious to
me, and I’m thankful to be able to rise to the occasion again
(Pr. 24:16). During my training at Arlington Baptist College, I
learned the importance of becoming a student of preaching
and ministry – to always be sharpening those skills. And one
thing that has helped me as a husband and dad has been to be
a student of ministering to my family. A couple of years ago,
I read a book entitled “The pastor’s family” by Brian and Cara
Croft. It gives great insight from both the perspective of the
pastor and the pastor’s wife. And I would recommend this and
other good books for those in ministry who struggle balancing
family and ministry.

Joey Bacon

Mission Director
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Changes and
Adjustments

Just
Thoughts

Most missionaries from the
USA going to a foreign field
will need to adapt quickly to
David Schembera
the new country’s culture,
Asst. Mission Director
customs and language (CCL).
WBF Mission Agency
Missionaries do not expect the
people of any host country to
learn English or do things in the
American culture to appease a
foreigner. All foreigners must
learn to adapt to the host country’s (CCL). Adjusting to a new
money system, finding suitable housing and getting utilities
turned on, finding a serviceable vehicle and registering it,
getting a foreign drivers license, registering passports and
visas with immigration, find schooling for the children if “Mom”
isn’t teaching the children at home. Getting “settled in” means
adjusting to all things, and all the immediate needs such as food
sources, driving requirements and changes. Some countries
drive on the “other” side of the road, and their cars are built with
the steering wheels on the other side and gear shift, etc. in a
different place, many times it is a very hard adjustment for the
new missionary. The first year or two missionaries are adjusting
to so many new things. Making friends can be very interesting,
exciting and very difficult. The children of the family are usually
quicker to adapt to the language than Mom and Dad and they
may have to ask their children what the nationals are saying; this
can be humbling and humiliating. Once the missionary family
is kind of settled and hopefully new friends are made and then
comes a time to start a Bible study. Usually the missionary’s
home becomes the first meeting place. Having strangers come
into the home is a real shock for everyone. Some missionaries
are not able to organize a church in their first term. After being
in the host country 3 or 4 years and seeing people saved and
baptized but not spiritually mature enough to take over…and
it is time for furlough. This aspect is usually very difficult; it
is hard to find someone to take over the work while he goes
back to the USA and leaves for a year of furlough. Many times
during the year’s furlough, the work the missionary has started
goes downhill in attendance, and the devil has a heyday. All of
what has been written so far would fall in the category “culture
shock”. There are missionaries that never get past it and they go
home and never come back because they just couldn’t adjust.
First term missionaries need a lot of extra prayer to adjust. God
is merciful and gives more grace where more grace is needed.
Please pray for all the new missionaries and what they go
through. The second term missionary has already been through
the “culture shock” arena but still needs prayer especially to be
effective with the people. Pray for the missionary as God lays
upon your heart, many times it is the factor that keeps the
missionary going. They depend on your prayer and your faithful
financial support. God bless you as you care for the foreign
missionaries.
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A few years ago I finally followed
my friends’ advice and wrote a book
about our lives as missionaries. I
began, of course, with my youngest
years of life to basically show how
my life all came together to the
ministry we are in now. This is a
ministry from which we have now
“retired” but not really retired.

Linda Raley

WBF Mission Agency

We have all known people who have retired then went into a
new career because not working a job wasn’t what they wanted
after all. We knew it was God’s timing for us to step down but
not step away.
How blessed we are to have the opportunity to still be able to
work at the Mission Office to help the newer and younger set
of leaders get a hold on what the job includes. For us it can
just last until glory if God sees fit. That’s how much we enjoy
being at the Mission Office and working with our missionaries
and the pastors.
In a conversation about this stage of our lives I made the remark
that I felt I’d led a charmed life. Then I thought maybe I’d better
look that up. So I checked the adjective form of the word and
found that two of the definitions are delighted and protected. I
couldn’t have described my life any better than that.
The majority of my memories, even the really bad ones,
become good ones when I look back and see how God helped
me grow, get stronger and learn from them. I’ve been to so
many wonderful places living on the foreign field then visiting
our missionaries in their places of service. As I looked from the
mountain tops back into the various valleys I see in many ways
how it has always been for my good.
There was so much fun in our younger years of making do
with what we had on the foreign mission field. I’ve made and
remade so many curtains that I once considered going into
business. We’ve covered fiber barrels that were cut in half to
make bedside tables and made bookshelves of cinderblock
and boards. Our first year in Colombia our Christmas tree was
a rectangle piece of plywood with our Christmas cards taped
on in the shape of a tree. It just goes on and on. We learned
quickly to just use what we had.
Funny thing now the men in my life, four sons and a husband,
don’t think I should climb on chairs and ladders anymore. I get
frowns if I move furniture or other heavy things. It’s just that
love and protection coming out but it is still frustrating that the
little boys who use to hand me the hammer while I was hanging
a curtain now think they should do it for me.
My favorite verse is Psalm 37:4, “Delight thyself also in the
Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart”. It has
been delightful to be just a small part in the ministry. I can say
that my life has been a delight and for sure protected. I can’t
imagine looking back over my life and being any more content
than I am. I have led a CHARMED LIFE.
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Learning to Thrive

Loss Means Change

by Katrina Sellers

by Julie Bacon

It seems one of the new buzz words of this generation
is the word thrive. I came across this word this week as I
was being told about a new company with this title that
supplies products for weight loss and mental clarity. I
began to think about this word as it relates to the Christian
life. As a Christ follower, should we strive to thrive? If
so, what does it take, and who or what is the source to
thriving in this life?

Lately, I’ve been thinking a lot
about “loss” and what that means
to life in general. My grandmother
recently passed away, and
February will mark 27 years since
my Mom went to Heaven. We
all feel some measure of loss at
various times in life. There are
many types of loss: financial loss, loss of health, loss of a job,
loss of a home, loss of a pet, loss of a loved one, and even loss
of our dreams and plans. The dictionary defines loss as: “being
deprived, the absence of what is necessary for comfort, the act
of removing something possessed, absence”. Basically, loss =
change.

Although the word thrive does not appear in our English
Bible, I believe this word to be something God intended
for each of us to experience. The word thrive means to be
healthy or do well; to flourish; to be successful: prosper. We
know the words prosper and success appear in Scripture.
Take Psalm 1:3 for example, “And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit
in his season….and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” I
see the idea of thriving or flourishing in this verse. As the
healthy tree springs forth it is indeed thriving, but what
is the cause of this prospering tree? The answer can be
found in the previous verse, “But his delight is in the law of
the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”
To be a flourishing and healthy tree, we must spend time
in God’s Word.

Loss in life is not something we look forward to; we actually
dread it. We don’t like for things to change, and loss generally
means that nothing will ever be the same again. Everyone
deals with loss differently. We cry, grieve, laugh, yell, get
angry, or the ever popular response – denial. It is sometimes
easier to pretend things are the same than to accept loss. Loss
brings change. Change causes us to lose our comfort zone.
Losing our comfort zone makes us have more faith or more
frustration.

In John 10:10, we also find another word that indicates
thriving and that is the word abundant. This verse states,
“I am come that they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.” Abundant life has the idea of
breaking forth or overflowing. This is the life God intended
for the Christian, yet the first part of the verse gives us this
warning, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy:” Satan is out to destroy your flourishing
life. He wants you to be beaten down beyond recognition
and certainly living without the joy of the Lord. I love that
the preceding verses in this chapter talk about Jesus as
the Good Shepherd. The solution to living a thriving life
is found in knowing the Shepherds voice. We can have
a truly prosperous life by listening to the voice of the
Shepherd.

But not all loss is bad: it can open hearts and minds to new
things, new experiences, and even new relationships. Loss
and change in the case of a loved one can turn our focus
Heavenward. Loss of physical things can remind us that God
is our Source and Provider. If we are honest, loss should cause
us to re-examine our priorities and to focus on what matters
most.

As we move into spring, let your life spring forth by
being rooted in God’s Word and being tuned in to God’s
voice. The sheep know its Shepherd. The garden knows its
gardener. The athlete knows its trainer. The only way to
truly thrive is to be abiding in him.
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Arlington Baptist College

Philippians 3:7-8 “But what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I many win Christ.” Paul was saying
that Christ mattered most, above all else. To know Jesus is not
a loss, ever, and He is not Someone we can lose. Compared to
Jesus, everything else is “dung”. No explanation needed there.
The next time you or I experience loss, let us be reminded of
the One Who makes all loss worth it, the One we can never
lose, and let us have more faith in Him Who works all things
for good, even loss and change.
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Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UDE NT S E C TION

Targeting Teens
As a “city-kid”, I do not know much about the sport of Archery, but
because I have students who are involved with it, I have been to several
meets over the past few years and am slowly gaining a little knowledge
on the subject. In fact, our church has recently opened its gym to be a
practice facility for one of our local Christian schools so I’ve been able
to get even more acquainted with Archery and the equipment needed.
It almost never fails me to be sitting at an Archery meet and to begin
thinking about the parallels of this sport with what we, as Student
Pastors, do on a daily basis. Of course, we know the Scriptures like Psalm
127:3-5, that talk about children being like arrows. As Student Pastors,
we work with the parents of these “arrows” to help them shoot the best,
most accurate shot possible toward the “target” of God’s will for our

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor
calculated look at our ministries from time to time to make sure that we
are targeting the right audience, for the right purpose.

2. It’s a Calculated Score.
I’ve learned from Archery meets that you don’t always have to hit the
Bullseye to score well. Archer’s scores are calculated over a series of shots
fired. Just because they do not hit the Bullseye, does not mean that they
don’t score any points. This is different than other sports in that, for
instance with Basketball, you either make a basket or not. There are no
points scored for hitting the backboard or the rim. Archer’s can miss the
bullseye but still score well.
What I have learned in my 15+ years of student ministry is that, although
I target teens, sometimes I might miss the bullseye, yet still score well.

student’s lives.

For example, my family & I spend a lot of time at student’s activities and

So, in this “sport” of Targeting Teens, how can we be most successful?

it is to them, that we would take the time to come to one of their kids’

There are two truths that need to be understood before releasing the

I receive numerous messages from parents telling me how encouraging
activities. My target was to impact the student, but the parents were the

arrows:

one’s impacted the most.

1. It’s a Calculated Shot.

Don’t be discouraged if you feel like you are missing the mark with some

I have not shot very many arrows in my lifetime, but one thing I have
learned from watching my students is that there is a lot that goes into
making the perfect shot. You have to calculate many different factors
such as: the air flow in the room, the distance you’re shooting from, the
height of the target, the condition of the arrow itself, how to release
the arrow, and more. To hit the bullseye, everything must be calculated

students. You may be hitting the target of someone else’s life, and the
impact is of no less importance.
One thing is for certain in this sport… you can’t hit a target if you don’t
shoot an arrow. So, go out there, find a target, and fire away for God’s
glory!

accurately.
In ministry, it doesn’t take long to find out that there is a lot that goes
into discipling students. We must calculate different factors such as: our
student center, what do each of our services look like, how engaging are
our messages, balancing fun with faith, outreach, Bible Studies, music,
schedules, and again I could list even more. It’s important that we take a
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TRI-STATE ARTICLE
K. C. Crum

The Blanding Blvd Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fl
hosted the WBF Tri-State Fellowship meeting on January
28-29, 2016. The meeting was well attended and an
encouragement to all who participated. Pastor David Adair
and his people were very gracious hosts with delicious
meals and outstanding special music for all services.
Thursday morning speakers included Tim Holden, pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church in Live Oak, FL, Dr. Ben Langley of
Jasper, GA, and Dr. Howard Dean, who is celebrating 50 years
as pastor of the Riverside Baptist Church in Indiatlantic, FL.

79-year-old pastor earns GED
Perry completes high school education 63 years later
NEW BOSTON, Ohio (Feb. 5, 2016)
(Taken from the Portsmouth Daily Times)

Dr. David Bryant, from Pantego, TX was the featured
preacher Thursday evening. He urged his listeners to “Run
the Race and Finish Strong” from 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.

NEW BOSTON, Ohio (Feb. 5, 2016) – By any measure, Oscar
Perry, of Lucasville, has had a very successful life. The 79-yearold pastor has a bachelor’s degree, a master’s, and a doctorate.
But missing from that list was his high school diploma, and that
was something that had bothered him for 63 years.

On Friday morning Pastor Leon Holden, from First Baptist
of Steinhatchee, FL, followed by Bro. Terry Collins from
Southpoint Baptist Church, Jacksonville, and Bro. Paul
Fowler, Pastor Emeritus of Bible Baptist Church or Orange
Park, FL.

Perry started working on the railroad at the age of 14, and
in 1952, after finishing his freshman year in high school, he
dropped out of school at the age of 16 to work full-time on the
railroad. Later, at the age of 19, Perry was saved in the church,
where he met his future-wife.

Our next fellowship meeting will be held August 25-26 at
Alvaton Baptist Church, Alvaton, GA. Please make your
plans to be there for a great time of fellowship.

“The Lord called me to preach. I wasn’t prepared to preach, so
the pastor encouraged me to go to Arlington Baptist College
in Texas. I finished Bible College with my Bachelor of Divinity in
1960 and I started pastoring in 1964,” he said.
Since then, Perry has earned a master’s degree from Moody
Bible Institute and a Doctorate in Divinity. He pastored for 44
years — including 28 years at Rosemount Baptist Church.
“But I always had this idea that one of these days I’m going to
finish my high school education. Call it bucket list, or whatever
you want,” he said.
Last fall, Perry decided it was time to cross that off his bucket
list, and he enrolled in the GED program at Scioto County Adult
Basic and Literacy Education (ABLE).
Last week, at the age of 79, he completed the program after
only five months.
“I feel a great sense of accomplishment and success. I called
all my kids and all of my grandkids. I really do, I feel a great
accomplishment. When (Instructor Paula Baumgardner) called
and told my wife I had passed – I was out, but when I came back
my wife said she had called and I sat down and cried. It meant
something to me,” Perry said.
Getting his GED was not about getting a job, or getting a
promotion. Perry said it just felt like something was missing
from his life.
“I’ve got plenty of degrees. But you know what? This is the one
I’m most proud of right here. For 63 years it bothered me deep
in my heart that I never finished high school,” Perry said. “This is
the one that somehow or another is going to find a wall to hang
on in my home.”

New WBF Directory is available
New WBF Directories are available now. You may order
from the WBF Mission Office. Cost is $10 plus postage.
WBF Mission Office
P. O. Box 13459
Arlington, TX 76094
PH: 817-274-7161
Order by email at linda.raley@wbfma.net
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bountifully in order to reap bountifully. God will reward
your diligence.

THE MISSIONS CORNER

2. Create margin in your schedule. This may sound
like a contradiction to my first point, but it isn’t. Even
though a missionary needs to keep his or her schedule
full and consistent, it is just as important that he or she
create sufficient margin for regular rest, family time, and
recreation. Spiritual, physical, and emotional renewal is
crucial in order to maintain a sustainable pace for the
long haul. It is critical in order to avoid burnout.

Surviving
Deputation

Rick Washburn Jr.

Pastor
Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

The fire is burning. The dream is alive. A
prospective missionary has completed his or her Bible and
ministry training, fulfilled a local-church internship, been
commissioned by the local church, and probably been
approved by a mission agency. The passion to head to the
field and begin sharing the Gospel, discipling believers,
and planting indigenous churches, is red hot. Only one
thing stands in the way: deputation.

WBF Mission Agency

Deputation. Pre-field ministry. Raising support.
It comes by many names, but can be the Mount Everest
standing in the way of a missionary reaching the people
he or she feels called of God to reach. Deputation is an
incredible blessing, but can be an excruciating trial at the
same time.
The challenges of deputation are many. Contacting
pastors to ask for meetings is highly intimidating to many,
and a simple drudgery to most. The months (and many
times, years) of living on the road, hotel to hotel, mission
house to mission house, can be lonely, exhausting, and
discouraging. Sharing the same presentation hundreds
of times, while trying to stay fresh and energetic, does
not come easy. What can missionaries do to “survive”
deputation? Here are a few proven ways to consider:
1. Attack the scheduling with a vengeance. Yes, it’s
challenging. Yes, it can be discouraging and frustrating.
But there simply are no shortcuts. Send the packets
and e-mails. Make the follow-up calls. Set a weekly
contact goal. Pray for God to open doors. Day after day,
week after week, month after month. It is about sowing
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3. Schedule visits to your field of service. If the only
time you visit, or return to, the field is once you complete
deputation, it might seem like it will never come. Over
time, your passion may wane. Your batteries will need
re-charged. The fire will need to be stoked. Few things
can do this more powerfully and effectively as being
on the field again. When missionaries are able to save
up for a visit to their field, even while they are still on
deputation, it does wonders for their spirit. It gives
them renewed zeal to go the distance.
4. Use the time to prepare ahead for the field. Begin
language study. Read and study about the history and
culture. Further develop relationships with missionaries
and nationals on the field. Learn all you can before you
arrive. It will be time well invested. God may even use it
to open additional doors once you arrive.
5. Focus on the ministry opportunities of deputation.
Even though missionaries know better, it is tempting to
think that their missionary ministry doesn’t really begin
until they land on the field. But remember, if God has
called you to be a missionary, and you have responded,
you are already a missionary. This is a season where
God can use you powerfully to challenge believers for
missions, to surrender their lives for missionary service,
and to get engaged with God’s work around the world.
Your missionary ministry is now!
Deputation is a season of ministry in which
missionaries are forced to trust in God’s timing and
provision. However, the trials and challenges are worth it,
and pay spiritual and relational dividends for a lifetime.

News From The
Regions Beyond
“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35
Mike & Christie Starling – Mexico

Robert and Jennifer Dawson – Australia

The camp season at Rancho La Paloma was another very
successful season. We hosted more than 1,000 campers this year
and the results were 54 professions of faith and 101 decisions
for full-time ministry. This is why the camp was built and why
we are investing our lives in this ministry. When you see these
young people broken for the souls of men, it is awesome to
know these are the future spiritual leaders of Mexico and
beyond. We are “ON THE ROAD AGAIN” visiting churches and
raising both financial and prayer support for us and the work in
Mexico. We look forward to one day soon to being full time in
Mexico. Our trailer was stolen out of the drive way while were
home inside. We waited for about a month for the police to
find it, but it was not to be as the Lord had a better plan. We
purchased a larger trailer just like the stolen one but longer and
wider, Praise the Lord. Thank you everyone who gave to the Lord through this project. Please
keep us in your prayers as we make the trips back to the camp and visit churches for the next few
months. I am having to change the oil every month or so on the Excursion and it needs some
frontend maintenance. Appreciate all that you do for us and the work.

We are celebrating eighteen months on the mission field. We
knew the work here would be difficult and we are amazed at
the indifference and coldness toward the gospel. We count it
as a tremendous blessing when we are given the opportunity
of introducing a precious soul to the Savior. Many times we
don’t see people the way Jesus did, but we do pray that God
would instill in our hearts an increased sorrow and brokenness
over the condition of people who are in a state of rejection of
the gospel. If only they would hear and God would give them
understanding. We ask your prayers for those who have been
coming somewhat regular. We enjoy being able to work here for the Kingdom’s sake. Thank you
for praying and giving that the Word can be preached in this “uttermost part of the world.”

Dale and Janet Brown – New Zealand
In 1971 we got on a plane and said our good-byes to friends
and relatives and arrived in New Zealand. Hard to believe that
was 25 years ago. We made it through another year and are
looking forward to what the Lord has in store for us in this New
Year. Now into January, we have our young people at camp this
week. We were able to go back to the States for 8 weeks and
help with decisions concerning Dale’s dad, Russ. He has been
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. We spent time with Russ’s wife who
is in a nursing home. We would appreciate your prayers as it is
always difficult being away from family. God bless you as we
labor together.

Jim and Dot Foster – Retired,
Missionaries to Honduras
The trip that I took last fall was a blessing in many ways. I took a
‘C’Pap’ for Pastor Paulino. His migraine headaches and insomnia
are so much better and after two nights, and he was able to preach
once again. Now the camp building is dry and comfortable and
all the money came in to finish the roof. The lumber is cut but still
up in the mountain. When the rains cease it can be trucked to the
camp and the job can be finished. The radio station cut their air
time from the 24 hours to 17 hours. Electric storms at night put the
equipment in danger. We really need a radio engineer to come and
fine tune everything and install new wiring. If you know one and
he would be willing to come and help us for a few days, please contact me. Pastor Mauricio has
started three new missions in the mountains and many have been saved and to see new works
begun is such a blessing. Pastor Mauricio started preaching when he was only fourteen years
old, he is the pastor of Bethel Baptist Church and is sold out for the Lord. Three other men: Luis,
Jacobo and Ramon are doing well in their respective churches too. They all ask for your prayers
that many more Hondurans would come to Christ.

David and Dottie McClure – Micronesia
The typhoons started in March and ended in November. One
storm right after the other. I believe there were 27 named
storms to pass by us or hit us directly. We were without
electricity from August 2 until the first part of November.
The water came back on in October and the gas lines were
broken in October. The land looked like a war zone. We
celebrated our Anniversary service in October but it was not
a very happy one like we usually have. One man said: “Let the storms come, because we have
nothing else to break; everything was gone. We started repair work on the church building. We
lost 10 windows, several doors, the roof leaked and ruined all the floors. The ceiling caved in,
the bathrooms, hallway and main wall in the youth building fell down flat. So, we have a lot
of hard work ahead of us and it is the beginning of the dry season. Many things are starting to
produce, my wife’ garden is starting to produce tomatoes, choc ho, cucumbers. Flowers are in
bloom again; and life goes on. The past 5 months have been very difficult with no electricity,
water, gasoline for the cars, and no phones or internet. Although, we have had plenty of rain
water, the most important commodity water. We have learned to survive without most of the
modern conveniences that many times we take for granted. We have two new families in the
church in the past couple of months and one lady saved and we ask you to pray for her unsaved
husband. We have the typhoon shutters on our home and ready for this next season. Joshua, our
grandson, has come to help us in the work, and he is such a blessing. Thank you for your prayers
and financial support.

Clayton and Jodi Watkins – Costa Rica
In December we finished our fall semester in Arlington
Baptist College and continued with our plans for a field
survey trip to Costa Rica. Our one year old daughter, Eva,
came down with a virus, and that delayed our holiday and
trip plans but she was quick to recover and we were soon
back on track. Our children stayed with their grandparents
during our trip. We had a 2 hour delay in leaving DFW
International Airport and missed our connecting flight to
Costa Rica in Miami. We were able to change airlines and
continued on via El Salvador. It all worked out in the end
and our time in Costa Rica was without incident, we had the “time of our lives” trying to soak up
as much of the culture as we could. God has put a particular place on our hearts that we hope to
serve in the future, the area of Escazu/Santa Ana. We must learn the language, and then go on to
our place of service. Pray that God will burden hearts of many Costa Ricans to be receptive to the
Gospel. Pray for our health, safety on the highways as we travel and that God will open doors and
hearts for us as we seek the Lord’s guidance for prayer and financial support.

Larry and Barbara Koehn – Chile

John and Isabel Horton – Brazil
We have arrived for our year of furlough and we so enjoyed
being in the States with all of our family at Christmas. Bill
and Mary Horton (Mom and Dad), my brother Kyron and
his wife and family, and Isabel and our family all celebrated
together. This was the first time in many years we were able
to be together, wow what a treat. Mom and Dad (Bill and
Mary) have returned to Brazil for another term. Please pray
for them as they are in their late 70’s and Mom is confined to a wheel chair. The northern part of
the country where they live and work is not handicap friendly. Also my brother Kyron and his
family have returned too and they have plans to start a new work. Please lift them up in your
prayers. The church in Benevides is doing very well. They have started a new evangelism program
and it is rendering great results. There have been four saved since the first of the year, and many
visitors have visited the church. They will be having their annual family retreat that takes place
in latter February at the same time as “Carnival” and martigra. Pray that many souls will come to
know the Savior during this special event.
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As we reflect back this past year, it is such a blessing to look and
see what God has done in the difficult times and God came to
our rescue. God has blessed us with very good health and we
are thankful and we don’t take this for granted. The attendance
and participation of several families was down last year mainly
due to work related issues. One of our faithful men, Oriel, was
sent by his company to the desert mountains, about a thousand miles north, for four months.
At the end of the project he still was not allowed to come home to his family. This caused some
problems in their family. Another faithful man, Roberto, began a six month training class where
he was required to attend every weekend. That had a tremendous effect on his family and he was
one of the leaders in our youth department. His credit card was stolen and someone charged
$15,000 dollars for which he was responsible. It is not like the States and he had to sell his car in
order to cover the loss. He and his wife’s attitudes have been tremendous through this difficult
time. Another couple that has been with us since our very first service has moved to the coast
with their three girls. Bro. Vicente and Mrs. Andrea had been very active in the music, youth and
children’s ministries all these years. Another couple, Ivan and Isabel and their small boys, who
have helped us to start the church are moving to Australia because of his job. Our church took
on their second missionary during our Missionary Conference last year. For personal reasons
this family has resigned as missionaries. This was very disappointing because they had great
potential. Pray with us that God will place another family in our path this year, as we don’t want
them to lose their zeal for missions. We appreciate your prayers and financial support for us and
the work here in Chile.
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2016 What Do We Do Now?
It was the late Francis Schaeffer that posed the proper question, “How Should
We Then Live?” My first recollection of the subject of the rapture was the
sermon of a country preacher, whom I dearly loved, by the name of “Daddy
Hall.” He pastored the Pine Level Baptist Church in Starke, Florida. At a Heart
of Florida Youth Rally he blessed our hearts with a message on the Second
Coming in which he stated, “I think Jesus will return before I die.” As a sixteen
year old teenager, who had only been saved a few months, I was taken back
with his declaration. Making a quick assessment of his age, which I calculated
to be mid-seventies are above, I thought to myself, “I’m not even going to
finish high school before Jesus returns.”
It is obvious that this beloved country preacher was not date-setting. We do
not know the exact time, but one thing is for sure, HE IS COMING AGAIN! The
Lord never meant for the truth of His return simply to stir up our curiosity or
to give us some kind of big-time spiritual high. A close look at the Scriptures
concerning His return is to prompt us to holy living. We study the doctrine of
Eschatology so we can keep our act clean, and be ready at “...the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump...” and not to be embarrassed to meet Him in the air.
On the heels of that great chapter 15 of I Corinthians, the last verse exhorts us
to stay busy at the work of holy living. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (v. 58).
The question is, “What do we do until then?” What if He doesn’t return in
2016? What if the little family we are raising grows up, and we grow old...still
waiting for the trumpet sound? What if we become parents, grandparents or
great grandparents in the future generations, and Jesus still hasn’t returned?
In the meantime how are we to conduct ourselves?
Luke 19:11-27 records a parable Jesus taught in which He addressed the
subject: In The Meantime. Be sure to circle or underline “Occupy until I come.”
Numerous lessons can be found in the parable, but noteworthy is that the
nobleman (Jesus) was pleased with the investments of those of the two who
made much of the pounds given them. We occupy when we live responsibly,
work diligently, plan wisely, think realistically, invest carefully. Nowhere in
the Bible is laziness smiled upon, especially in regards to the return of the
Lord. The Lord frowns upon the lack of obedience and faithfulness. Just the
opposite, He is pleased with the wise use of our time, and the proper handling
of our possessions.
In Titus 2:12-13 we see another aspect of what to do in the meantime. “For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world: Looking for that blessed hope,
and glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.” If we
preach and teach the second coming of our Lord, then we better be sure to
balance all that preaching and teaching with a strong emphasis on purity of
life. We must not forget, “...we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (I John 3:2-3).

Another facet of what to do in the meantime is seen in one of the Church
ordinances, the Lord’s Supper, found in I Corinthians 11:23-30. How long are
we to participate in worship around the Lord’s Table? The answer is seen
in verse 26, “...till he come.” Every time we observe the Lord’s Supper it is a
reminder that He’s coming. One of these times, and it could be in 2016, will be
our last spiritual meal together. And the exciting thing about that is that Jesus
said the night He gave this beloved ordinance, “I will not drink henceforth of
this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom” (Matthew 26:29).
In the meantime, let’s be busy about occupying, purifying, watching and
worshipping until He comes.
MARANATHA!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

TIME
Time is one of those absorbing subjects to me. Sometimes it seems so
indefinable, so uncertain. Sometimes it seems to fly, yet there are other
occasions that it seems to pass with the speed of a snail. Since 2007
Daylight Saving Time in the U.S. begins at 2:00 a.m. on the second Sunday
of March and ends at 2:00 a.m. on the first Sunday of November. On March
13th daylight savings time begins, and we are told to spring-forward, and in
the autumn we go through the fall-back routine.
I don’t know about you, but I’ve just about come full circle with the subject
of time. One thing is for sure, God alone is the Master of time. God is the
only One who “...changeth the times and the seasons...” (Daniel 2:21). In
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2 we are told by the One who masters time “To every thing
there is a season and a time...a time to be born, and a time to die....” I am
comforted by what David says in Psalm 31:14-15 about the subject. “But I
trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God. My times are in thy hand....”
Recently the Master of time saw fit to call home some of His choice
servants. In the year that was He promoted to glory missionaries Mike Lane
and Jo Weaver. Mike was one of God’s ambassadors to Honduras, and Jo
was used of the Lord in Colombia, Chile and Mexico. On January 16th of this
year, at the age of 87, God upgraded the status of Mrs. Wylma Caviness, wife
of the late Jean Caviness, to absent from the body present with the Lord.
Since our times are in His hands means to me that all my life’s ways and
whens and wheres and werefores are in God’s hands. What more could we
want than that? Don’t forget “...that ye sorrow not even as others which have
no hope.”

Mark 13:31-37 discloses yet another side of what to do in the meantime.
Four times in these seven verses we encounter the word watch. In verse 33
the Greek word agrupneo is used for watch and means to be sleepless, i.e.
keep awake. In verses 34, 35, and 37 the Greek word gregoreno is used for
the word watch and means to be vigilant. There is an air of urgency in the
words of our Lord when He says, “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not....” I
am amazed at how many days many of us pass without a single conscious
thought flashing through our minds regarding His return.
Did you ever have a grown child, parent, relative or close friend tell you
they are coming to visit you on a certain day, but they don’t give arrival time.
As the day passes we find ourselves looking out in front of the house every
time we hear a car door slam. We peek through the blinds, and finally night
arrives. We turn the front door light on, and watch every set of headlights
that rounds the corner. I think maybe that’s what Jesus had in mind when
He said, “Watch!”
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MISSIONARY JO WEAVER WITH THE LORD
By Tommy Raley
On November 26, 2015, Missionary Jo Weaver was called into the presence
of Her Lord after a short illness. Jo was born on April 14, 1936 in Ironto,
Virginia to Clarence and Zula Shrout. She was saved at an early age and felt
the call of God on her life as a teenager. She was married to James (Jack)
Weaver and together they served the Lord as WBF Missionaries.
They felt the call of God to Colombia, South America at a time when
Independent Baptist Missionaries could not get into that country. They
believed, however, that God would make a way for them to go to Colombia
and He did. They met two American nurses who had an orphanage in the
eastern Colombian city of Villavicencio. The nurses offered to sponsor
them into the country if they would dedicate one day each week to work
at the orphanage. The other six days each week they were free to do their
mission work.
The Weavers settled in Villavicencio and began a mission work that became
the Calvary Baptist Church of Villavicencio. They had a dream of starting
a youth camp and the Lord led them to a hilltop farm that overlooked
the vast eastern plains of Colombia (called the Llano). There was an old
house on the property that they repaired and moved into. It was only five
miles from Villavicencio so they could continue to carry on the work at the
Calvary Baptist Church while they developed the property.
The Weavers were used by the Lord to touch the Raleys’ hearts with
the need in Colombia and because the church in Villavicencio was now
recognized by the government they could issue to us a work permit to
enter the country. Their home on the hilltop was small but they gladly
welcomed us and allowed us to stay with them until we could find a house
to rent.
While in Villavicencio they met a man from a small town in eastern Colombia
called Pajure. They won him to the Lord and he invited them to come to

A Woman Worthy of Praise
By Wendell Hiers
The Bible is adverse to the adulation of a mere human. Praising purely
mortal virtues or qualities is contrary to the clear revelation of Scripture.
God alone must be glorified. However, what is written in this article has
biblical merit, seeing that the Bible is full of exhortations regarding the
rightful honor to spiritual servants. It is for this reason that we don’t
sanction the colorless sentimentalism and shallow emotionalism, which so
frequently characterizes the home going of a servant of God.
To all the women found in God’s timeworn portrait gallery, it is with a
sense of gratitude to God for giving us so many who shine as bright
examples of all that is so noble in woman. My own life has been enriched
through a close acquaintance with Grace Hendrick.
I first met Grace the summer of 1952. She was a member of the Berea
Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Florida, Dr. R. D. Ingle, pastor. At the time
she was studying at the Bible Baptist Seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas. It was
during this time she met and married Bill Hendrick. God blessed their
home with two children, Danny and Danese. Upon graduation Bill and
Grace planted the Gideon Baptist Church in Warren, Michigan. Later the
couple would plant another church in Florida and eventually end upon
serving the Lord in Central and South America--Costa Rica and Ecuador. In

Pajure to preach. Bro. Weaver was able to start a church in that town that
still exists today, along with the Calvary Baptist Church of Villavicencio.
Many times I heard Bro. Weaver say he was praying for someone to go to
the city of Medellin. One day I said, “Bro. Weaver, do you think that perhaps
God is calling you to Medellin? After much prayer the Weavers made their
move to Medellin and were greatly used of the Lord in that city. In addition
to their church planting ministry they were able, along with Missionaries
Rick and Jackie Washburn, to start a Bible Institute that has trained many
pastors and Christian workers through the years.
The Weavers went to Ecuador to serve for a short time when the drug
violence in Colombia was so bad, but then they returned to Colombia to
resume their ministry.
When his health began to fail, Bro. and Mrs. Weaver returned to the United
States but did not resign from their missionary ministry. He started a
Spanish speaking church in North
Carolina and carried on that work
until the symptoms of Lou Gehrig’s
Disease made it impossible for them to
continue.
After the Lord called Bro. Weaver home,
Mrs. Weaver returned to the mission
field of Mexico in 2007 where she
worked with her daughter and son-inlaw, Michelle and Danny Jones and then
in 2011 to Chile where she worked with
her daughter, Wendy and husband, Joel
Missionary Jo Weaver
Solomon. She then spent her last two
years of life and ministry in McAllen, TX working with her son-in-law and
daughter Danny and Michelle Jones.
May the Lord give us many more dedicated missionaries like Jo Frances
Weaver!

the 1990’s, Grace volunteered to reopen the cafeteria at Arlington Baptist
College.
God had gifted Grace with spiritual, mental and physical potential. She
was a lady of characteristic resoluteness, and endowed with a singular
personality. Hers was a devotion to her husband and family. She was
preceded in her passing by her husband Bill, and her son, Danny. The
eloquence of her life is expressed in the words of an anonymous poet who
wrote:
Her love outlasts all human love,
Her faith endures the conquest’s hardest test
Her grace and patience through a lifetime prove,
That she’s a friend, the noblest and best.

February 7, 2016, Grace Hendrick,
absent from the body present
with the Lord.
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Please make your plans now to join us here in Connersville,
Indiana, for the 2016 Fall Meeting of the WBF, October 10-12,
2016. If you are flying, you can choose from three different
airports which are all approximately a 1 hour and 15 minute drive
to our church. Check into Cincinnati (CVG), Dayton (DAY), or
Indianapolis (IND) for great options. Our local hotel is providing
us a great rate of only $67 per night when you reserve it under
“WBF” or “Connersville Baptist Temple”. Blocked rooms are limited
so make your reservation today!
Woodridge Inn ~ (765) 825-4800
Our staff and awesome church family are looking forward to
having you here! If you have any questions, don’t hestitate to call
us at (765) 825-5196.
Pastor Tim Billups
www.baptist-temple.com

Hilltop Conference 2016
Restore
Tuesday, April 26 – 7:00pm
Music
State Senator Brian Birdwell, Dist. 22 (tentatively
scheduled)

Wednesday, April 27
9:30am – Worship and the Word
10:00am – Breakout Session
11:00am – Breakout Session
7:00pm – Music
Jonathan Falwell, Thomas Road Baptist Church,
Lynchburg, VA
Thursday, April 28
9:30 am – Worship and the Word
10:00am – Missions Presentation
11:00am – Jonathan Falwell
12:00pm – ABC Luncheon
Offering Goal $175,000
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