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Arlington Baptist Patriot
Basketball Schedule 2015-16
Date
Sat, 10-24
Tue, 10-27
Mon, 11-2
Tue, 11-3
Tue, 11-10
Tue, 11-17
Wed, 11-18
Fri, 11-20
Tue, 11-24
Tue, 12-1
Fri, 12-4
Sat, 12-5
Fri, 12-11
Sat, 12-12
Mon, 12-14
2016
Thur, 1-7
Fri, 1-8
Sat, 1-9
Tue, 1-12
Sat, 1-16
Tue, 1-19
Thur, 1-21
Tue, 1-26
Fri, 1-29
Tue, 2-2
Thur, 2-4
Mon, 2-8
Fri, 2-12
Tue, 2-16
Thur, 2-18
2/26-27
3/1-5
3/8-12

Opponent

Time

Place

M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
M
M/W
M
M/W

Scrimmage @ Northlake CC
Scrimmage @ Jarvis Christian College
John Brown University
Rhema Bible College
Texas College
Angelo St. University
University of Texas Permian Basin
El Centro College
University of St. Thomas
Tarleton St. University
Hillsdale Freewill Baptist
Dallas Baptist University
Ozark Christian College
Houston Baptist University
Southwestern Assemblies of God

TBA
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
2 & 4 PM
6:30 & 8:30 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5:30 & 7:30 PM
5 PM
5 & 7 PM
7:30 PM
5 & 7 PM

Dallas, TX
Hawkins, TX
Siloam Springs, AR
Broken Arrow, OK
Home
San Angelo, TX
Odessa, TX
Home
Houston, TX
Stephenville, TX
Moore, TX
Dallas, TX
Home
Houston, TX
Waxahache, TX

W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M
W/M

University of Valley Forge
Trinity Bible, Central Christian College
Barclay College
Jarvis Christian College
Barclay College
Dallas Christian College
University of Texas Tyler
Texas AM Commerce University
El Centro College
Southwest Adventist University
Rhema Bible College
Hillsdale Freewill Baptist
Dallas Christian College
University of Dallas
Southwest Adventist University
NCCAA Regional Tournament
ACCA National Tournament
NCCAA National Tournament

4 & 6 PM
3 & 5 PM
12 & 2 PM
5 & 7 PM
12 & 2 PM
5:30 & 7:30 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
6:30 & 8:30 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
5 & 7 PM
TBA
TBA
TBA

Moore, OK
Moore, OK
Haviland, KS
Home
Home
Dallas, TX
Home
Commerce, TX
Home
Keene, TX
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Haviland, KS
Joplin, MO
TBA
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The “Fullness of
Time” Has Come!
Dr. D.L. Moody

President
Arlington Baptist College

For children, as well as many adults, Christmas just cannot
get here soon enough. The waiting, anticipation, dreaming,
and planning for this “most wonderful time of the year”
begins early in the year and grows with each passing day,
until we hear these immortal words … “Merry Christmas!”
This suspense is not new. The arrival of Messiah, our Savior
Jesus Christ, which is the very essence of Christmas, was
a highly expected and anticipated event for thousands
of years before it ever happened. God promised it, the
prophets heralded it, the angels expected it, and the world
needed it. It is no wonder that this miraculous celebration
is hard to wait for.

yet…why should I believe that He will come?” NEWS
FLASH: The doubts of the skeptics were dashed on that
Bethlehem morning when Mary gave birth to a Son by the
name of Jesus.
It makes perfect sense to me that if Jesus fulfilled over
350 prophecies in minute detail when He came and lived
on earth the first time, when we read the promises in
Scripture concerning His Second Coming, those will be
fulfilled as well. We are merely waiting on the “fullness of
time,” according to God’s calendar, for the glorious return of
Jesus to planet earth. “And to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered
us from the wrath to come.” (I Thessalonians 1:10)
I can hardly wait!

Some theologians have calculated that there were over 350
prophecies of the Old Testament fulfilled by Jesus Christ.
Many of these had to do with His arrival in human flesh…
note just a few:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

He would come from the human race – Genesis 3:15
He would come from the Hebrew race – Genesis 22:1718
He would come from the tribe of Judah – Genesis 49:10
He would come from the family of David – II Samuel
7:12-13
He would be born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14
He would be born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2
He would be called “Immanuel” – Isaiah 7:14
A messenger would prepare the way – Isaiah 40:3-5
A massacre of children would happen around where
He was born – Jeremiah 31:15

From the earliest days of human history and the 4,000 years
that followed, people were waiting for Christmas. Then it
happened … Just like God had said it would and when He
said it would. “But when the fullness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5)
I am sure that there were skeptics along the way that must
have been heard saying something like this: “I have heard
that Messiah is coming all my life and it hasn’t happened

Dr. Danny L. Moody’s first book presents what the Bible teaches
concerning “last days,” including events, personalities, geographical
locations (both on earth and in heaven), as well as motivating physical
and spiritual forces that will be prevalent during the final days of
mankind’s existence on earth.
In easy-to-understand language, Things to Come carries readers from
the Rapture, through the Tribulation Period, the Battle of Armageddon,
and ultimately to the eternal state of the believer and the unbeliever.
Dr. Moody is currently establishing an author’s website. More information
regarding the website will be released soon. You can purchase Dr.
Moody’s book at Amazon.com or at Barnes & Noble.com.
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Thanksgiving
& Christmas
Adinda’s
Death

This is a great time of year! We get
to celebrate two of my favorite
and most important holidays
of the year, Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Both of these special
days give us the opportunity
to show our gratitude for the
Charles Bartlett
wonderful freedoms we have
President
personally and as a nation. We
are blessed to be able to give and
World Baptist Fellowship
receive gifts from loved ones and
friends but also the greatest gift of
all, our salvation through Jesus Christ.

We took this picture of Adinda in 2012 while we were teaching for three
months in Bali Indonesia to help us learn her and the others names. I’m
writing specifically to let you know that Adinda died two days ago and
is now with the Lord. Here’s why we need to pray: Otniel and his wife
Esti, who we worked with in Bali will be going to the island of Sumba
Saturday in hopes of giving Adinda a Christian burial. This would mean
getting the permission of her family to abandon the island’s usual
ritualist practices of their ancestors. One being, laying Adinda’s body on
a slab of concrete in a building for a year before burying her. It is also
traditional that when a family member dies, they will take one of their
slaves and offer them as a blood sacrifice. We pray the Lord would spare
whoever this soul may be. [These people are very poor and live under
a “cast” system, which determines a souls status on earth according to
which family cast they are born into; believing if they do well in this life
that they will come back in the next life in a higher cast.] Pastor Otneil
and the church in Bali are also asking the Lord to open the door for him
to preach a service in order to reach the large amount of souls on this
island who will traditionally come to a gathering held for the dead. These
requests would take a moving of our Lord’s mighty hand, but we serve a
powerful and great God who is able to do what would seem impossible.
Adinda desired to be used of the Lord to reach others for Christ. We
cannot help but to believe that God will use her death to reach her own
people and family for His glory. Whatever the case may be we know that
“precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”

As a fellowship, we truly have a lot to be thankful for.
•

West Orlando Baptist Church in Ocoee, Florida did a great job
of hosting our recent Fall Mission Fellowship. Pastor Kenric
Barnett, his staff, and church family went out of their way to
be great hosts for that meeting, challenging us to bring and
be the light of Jesus to a sin darkened world. We truly can
give thanks for this great church and their love for missions,
specifically our missionaries and pastors of the WBF.

•

We give thanks for Tommy and Linda Raley and their twentyfive years of faithful leadership in our fellowship and mission.
It was such a blessing to be able to show our appreciation for
their leadership. We truly can give thanks for great leadership.

•

We give thanks for the World Baptist Fellowship and all the
churches and ministries God has provided for us to be a part of.
What a blessing to be affiliated with a great group of pastors
and churches that truly believe in the autonomy of the local
church and are able to provide encouragement and fellowship
for one another, even though we live in different parts of the
world and maybe do things a little different.

Adinda was one of the female students who was saved and growing
in God’s grace. She had a quiet, gentle spirit, and was a faithful and
dedicated young lady. This past year she grew very ill and spent 2 weeks
in the hospital. The care for Indonesians is not what we are used to. They
gave her medicine and sent her home. Pastor Otniel and his wife helped
as much as they could. They believe because she didn’t want to be a
burden that she chose to go back to her family on the island of Sumba,
where two of the other students from the Bible institute had gone and
were attempting to start the first Independent Baptist Church on the
island.

World Baptist Fellowship

We also want to give thanks to our Lord for all He has done for us.
•
•

For placing us in the ministry – 1 Timothy 2:12
What a blessing to be able to serve our God and one another
in the greatest work in the world, the work of God/the ministry.

•

For providing our redemption from sin – Romans 3:23-24

•

For our promised inheritance – Matthew 25:34

The people on the island of Sumba, Indonesia are steeped in ancient,
animistic traditions to this day. It is the setting for ritual battles called
Pasola, which is a fight between rival clans who hurl spears at each other
on horseback in order to “fertilize” the soil with spilled human blood.
They believe that if there is going to be a bountiful harvest that year that
the soil must have blood mingled with it. Many are severely injured and if
one dies, he has offered his life for the good of the harvest.

We have so much to be thankful for, it will take more than one day.
As I say to our folks here, “Every day is thanksgiving day.”
Thanksgiving is a time of celebration but we also get to celebrate
Christmas, the coming of our Savior.
What a blessing to know that God came to earth through His Son,
Jesus to be our perfect sacrifice, our substitute for our sins.
What a celebration that should be! We celebrate by giving gifts but
should truly celebrate the best gift, our salvation through Jesus.
The Psalmist said it best in Psalm 145:2-3 – “Every day will I bless
thee; and I will praise thy name forever and ever. Great is the LORD,
and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.”
Let’s give thanks and celebrate all God has done for us!
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I share these things to give you an idea of the cultural darkness and
strongholds that Pastor Otneil is going to be faced with when he reaches
Sumba. Indonesia is a Muslim country, and souls in Sumba mix their
religion with their ancestral religion called Marapu.

Thank you for praying with us.
Kathy and Tom Murray
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Heartbeat Of The WBF
By
Marjorie Moffitt
Let’s start this beautiful day in the Lord off with Bro.
Bill Hardin and his wife Brenda. Married for fifty two years,
they both were born and grew up in Weatherford, met at a
skating rink before God put them together for a lifetime to
plant the Gospel in the lives of many wonderful people. They
have a son who lives in Weatherford, and a daughter who lives
close to Glen Rose; so, they are still close enough for them to
love on when they can get together. The Hardin’s have been
at the McPherson Road Baptist Church at 1301 McPherson
Road in Fort Worth, Tx. for thirty two years. That’s fantastic!
Just think about how many lives they have touched and great
memories they’ve created that will bring smiles to their faces
for many years to come.
Bro. Hardin began to learn about being a pastor when
he was attending Arlington Baptist College as he became the
pastor of a church in Strawn, Texas, then he started the Bible
Baptist Church in Ponca City and served there for seven years
before becoming the associate at York Ave. Baptist Church
in Weatherford. One note I found interesting, my pastor,
Bro. Jimmy McNeil, was their minister of music while he was
attending ABC.
Brenda Hardin loves making visits to the membership
with Bro. Bill. She also loves to teach, and plays the organ
for the church. They not only work together, but they play
together as well. Bro. Hardin shared with me that they used
to love to snow ski and play golf, but something happened
when he got older. Now, he’s just glad he can still walk into
the hospital and make visits.

Bro. Hardin shared with me that they have a great
church, friendly, and do their best to make every person feel
at home. They believe in preaching the Word from the King
James Version of the Bible. Their music program is traditional.
They still sing out of the All American Hymnal, and have
specials from their choir. They have a graded Sunday school
for all ages, a soul winning class on Tuesday nights from 7:00
to 8:30 p.m., and a Master’s Club on Wednesday night for
ages 3 through youth dept. They like that material and use
the King James Bible as their textbook. Several boys and girls
have been saved through this program and have become soul
winners. Their Mission program involves 60 different works,
4-5 evangelists, 8 church planters, nursing home ministry, and
a jail ministry. They have had over one thousand saved during
the last four years.

-----------------------------------------------------------------Now, Let’s learn a bit about Bro. Russell Williams and his
wife, Charlene. They served at the Arlington Baptist Temple
in Arlington for almost seventeen years. Both their families
brought their children up in independent Baptist Churches.
Both Bro. Russell and his wife, Charlene, were infants in the old
First Baptist Church in Fort Worth when Dr. J. Frank Norris was
pastor. Later Charlene grew up under the ministry of Johnny
Ramsey at the Rolling Hills Baptist Church in Fort Worth,
and Bro. Williams family attended the Friendly Lane Baptist
Church in Haltom City. They attended Arlington Baptist
College in 1967-1968, Graduated from Baptist Bible College
in Springfield, MO in 1971, and in 1975 he graduated from the
Christian College in Shreveport, LA.. Bro. Russell worked for
two and one half years as associate pastor with Jack Powers,
then started his first church as pastor for three years of the
Bible Baptist Church in Grand Saline, Tx. before coming to
Grand Prairie for nine years at the Baptist Temple. He planted
the Mountain Side Baptist Church in Salt Lake City, and the
Walnut Springs Baptist Church in Canton, Tx. About two years
ago, Bro. Williams and his wife Charlene left Arlington Baptist
Temple to pastor the Faith Baptist Church, 2001 14th Street
in Brownwood, TX. His wife, Charlene is the church secretary
and conducts the ladies meetings there. They love the small
town atmosphere vs. the big city. It gives them a chance to
slow down a bit and enjoy the ministry more.
Faith Baptist Church is an old fashioned church with
a growing youth department and an active bus ministry.
They still sing out of hymnals and preach out of the old King
James Bible. They are the only independent Baptist church in
Brownwood. Their church is off of 377 South. Exit on 15th
Street and follow about a mile. The church is on the right
hand side. Texas is a great place to raise a family especially
if there is a great independent Baptist church for them to
attend. If you have questions about the Faith Baptist Church,
call 325.646.7147 .

PRAY FOR OUR
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
3
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From what I learned about him from one of his
members, they said, “Our pastor is a gracious, godly man – not
just a preacher, but a pastor who loves his people.” Can’t get
any better recommendation than that, huh?

They invite those who live close to come down I-35 South like
you are going to Burleson, exit on Garden Acres, go East about
a mile and a half. The road dead ends at Oak Grove Road. Take
a left to McPherson (about three blocks), turn right and you
will find the church about a mile down the road on the left
hand side. If you have a question, call 817.293.5419. They
would love to visit with you.
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THE GREATEST STORY
(N)EVER TOLD
This is the season of the year when we celebrate the coming
of our Saviour to the world. We all love to sing the Christmas
carols and to think about that starry night when the Baby Jesus
was born in Bethlehem. For the believer this is the proof of
God’s love to a lost humanity. The aged Apostle John wrote
these words: “In this was manifested the love of God toward
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-10) The Apostle Paul wrote
to the Galatians: “But when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5) In John 3:16 we
find the best known and best loved verse in all the Bible, “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”
For the believer these and many more verses give us the
wonderful story of God’s love manifested in the Person and
Work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We know about the angel’s
appearance to Mary and the promise of the Virgin Birth. We
read in the Gospel of Luke Chapter 2 of the adoration of Simeon
and Anna in the Temple in Jerusalem as Mary and Joseph came
to dedicate the newborn Saviour to the Lord. The Gospel
writers give us the history of the sinless life of Jesus and relate
His wonderful words and works. The Apostles give us in their
writings the doctrinal explanation of all that redemption means
in this life and in eternity. We learn from the Scriptures about
our past, present and future. We are convinced by the Word
that we are lost, hell-bound sinners and are drawn by the power
of the Holy Spirit through the Word to a saving knowledge of
the Lord Jesus as our Personal Saviour.

That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in
Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14
Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”
We read in the Book of Revelation the wonderful descriptions
of Heaven and our hearts long for that wonderful place that
the Lord Jesus Himself has prepared for us. Indeed, the Apostle
Paul put it this way: “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” (1
Corinthians 2:9) I love the words of the old song, “How Beautiful
Heaven Must Be”. Singing that song makes me long for the
Heavenly Land.
All that I have written brings joy to the heart of every true
believer. We have heard the “Old, Old Story” and we love to think
about it, sing about it and talk about it. BUT – WHAT OF THOSE
WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD THIS SWEET STORY? More than half
of the world’s population has never once heard the Gospel and
in reality only a small percentage of the world’s people have
heard the simple truth of the Gospel. The last commandment
given by the Lord Jesus before He ascended to Heaven was
that we are to be His witnesses in “both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8) At the same time He promised to endue us
with the power of the Holy Spirit to enable us to fulfill this Great
Commandment. Twenty centuries have passed and His Story is
still the Greatest Story (N)ever Told to the vast majority of the
people of the world! What will be do about it?

Scripture teaches how to live the Christian life and to do those
things that are pleasing to the Lord. We are taught to “put off
the old man” and to “put on the new man” and to live not for
ourselves but for the One who loves us and who died for us.
The Lord’s resurrection guarantees for us eternal salvation and
encourages us to look forward to the day of the Resurrection
when we shall be changed into His likeness. Ephesians 1:10-14
gives us the promise that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit as the
earnest (guarantee) of our salvation: “That in the dispensation
of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12
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Tommy Raley

Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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A Plea for Workers
That Really Works
One of the greatest challenges local churches are facing today
is a lack of laborers. As pastors and church staff look ahead to
a new year of ministry opportunities, they will once again be
seeking laborers to serve in those ministries. While serving
as an associate pastor, I recall the daunting task of making
a plea from the pulpit for more workers in various church
ministries. And with the lack of response, I remember feeling
the need to become more creative or persuasive in how the
plea was delivered. Various methods and strategies have
been incorporated by churches, including but not limited to:
humorous skits expressing the need for help, inspiring quotes
declaring the responsibility to help, and sometimes even
desperate statements attempting to guilt anyone to help. Many
of those methods and others have been exhausted, and yet
there is still a lack of laborers in the harvest. From the church
nursery to the foreign mission field, we need more workers!
How can we as servant leaders convince others to serve?
I am learning as a servant leader that I cannot convince others
to serve; I can only compel others to serve. The convincing
must come from the Holy Spirit of God (John 16:8-13). After all,
if someone is going to be serving in the most important and
impacting institution on the face of the planet, we certainly
want them to be led of God rather than us (Rom. 8:14). We want
them to be the servants of Christ, not the servants of men (Gal.
1:10). So how then must we plea for more workers? I believe
we find the answer from Jesus in Matthew 9:38.
It’s not so much the method with which we plea, but rather
the One to whom we plea. When Jesus identified the need
for more laborers in the harvest, He told the disciples to
“pray” (ask, desire, beg) – to make their plea to the Lord of the
harvest. Commentator John Gill gave the following reasoning
for this instruction, “they could not make, qualify, and send
out ministers themselves; this is not man’s work, but God’s: He
only is able to furnish with ministerial gifts, to work upon, and
powerfully incline the hearts of men to this service, to call and
send them forth into it, and to assist and succeed them in it.”
Jesus knew exactly who to send into the harvest and how to
equip them for the harvest.

and how long; and it is very comfortable to those who wish well
to the harvest-work, that God himself presides in it, who will be
sure to order all for the best…the office is of His appointing, the
qualifications of his working, the call of his giving.”
Truth be told, many servant leaders have experienced the
“backfire” effect of begging someone to serve, only to have
someone serving without the leadership and power of the
Holy Spirit. We would all like to see more servants like Paul and
even Barnabus in local churches across America and on foreign
mission fields. But it was not a clever servant leader who called
those men to serve – it was the Holy Spirit of God (Acts 13:2).
And when God does the calling, God gets the glory (I Cor. 3:21).
We know that prayer works (Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 21:22;
James 5:16). What would happen if members of local churches
across the country made it their personal plea to ask the Lord
of the harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest? I believe
we might see today what we see in Matthew 10 – the very ones
who were instructed to pray for laborers were the ones sent
forth to labor. The fact is, if God’s people will enter the prayer
closet with the sincere request, “send someone,” they may very
well leave the prayer closet with the surrendered response,
“send me” (Is. 6:8).
We are in desperate need of more laborers today. And although
we must continue to compel others to serve, we cannot improve
on the simple instruction Jesus gave to us in Matthew 9:38. It is
still the one plea for workers that will really work.

When we put things in this scriptural perspective, our greatest
plea for laborers ought not to come from the pulpit, but rather
from the prayer closet. In fact, it seems much more logical to
have hundreds making a plea in prayer rather than one making
a plea from the pulpit. Not only would such a strategy bring
greater results, but greater relief as well. Matthew Henry
explained it this way: “He orders every thing concerning the
harvest as he pleases; when and where the labourers shall work,

Joey Bacon

Mission Director
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WBF Mission Agency

THE
BOOK

Just
Thoughts

The Bible is not merely a book, it
is THE BOOK. The book that from
the importance of its content, of
its subjects, and by the wideness
David Schembera
of its range, the majesty of its
Asst. Mission Director
Author stands as high above all
WBF Mission Agency
other books ever penned by mere
man. It has the majesty of its
Author and stands by itself as THE
BOOK of God. The Bible is also
called “The Scripture” (Mark 12:10,
15:28, Romans 4:3). This term mean that the Scriptures are “Holy
Writings”. As “The Word of God” is explained as “Bible” it is God’s
written revelation of His will to men, and is the utterance of wisdom
and love – as God speaking to man. It is written in two parts, the
Old Testament (39 books) mostly written in Hebrew with a few
passages in Aramaic. The New Testament was written in the Greek
language (27 books). The Bible was written by 40 authors covering
a time span of approximately 1,600 years. This book is God’s truth
(John 17:17 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth”).
The Bible was written for the heart as well as for the mind and the
will of man. All Scripture was not written only TO mankind but was
written FOR all mankind (2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”) Charles
Spurgeon said: “No Scripture is of private interpretation: no text has
spent itself upon the person who first received it.” The Bible, in its
entirety is Inspired by God. This means that it is “GOD BREATHED”.
It is God speaking through from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation
22:21. In the Old Testament we find the covenant of law and in the
New Testament the covenant of grace which came through God’s
Son, Jesus Christ. Every human being needs to have a copy of the
Scriptures at home to read for himself. God’s Word must be heard
before any sinner can be saved. Romans 10:17 says that Saving faith
comes from hearing the word of God “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

It’s been my privilege to be
acquainted with many sweet and
godly ladies during my time in the
Linda Raley
ministry with my husband. We’ve
WBF
Mission
Agency
traveled a lot so there are many of
these champions that I’ve met. Now
since we’ve lived in one place for
this last quarter of a century I mostly
know the senior saints of our home church.

Bro. Mel Neill had a burden of providing a copy of the Bible to new
believers. Bro. Mel went home to be with the Lord in December
2014 and I took over this Bible distribution. If any missionary with
the World Baptist Fellowship Mission Agency will contact me here
at the Mission Office, I will do everything I can to provide Scripture
for the missionary’s new believers. I will try to purchase copies of
the Bible in the language of the people, and in the version he/she
recommends. In English I will only provide the KJV for the new
believers. In Spanish, Portuguese, or other languages I recommend
the missionary contact me and we will do what we can to see they
get what they need. Sometimes Bibles are available in the country
and we have helped 13 different missionaries get bibles this year in
the version of their choosing; by either providing Bibles or providing
funds for the missionary to purchase them on his field. This has
worked well so far for all who have Bible needs. Many churches and
individuals have seen the need and have contributed financially
to the WBF Bible Ministry fund and many of bibles are now in the
hands of their people. May God bless everyone that has part in
the WBF Bible Ministry. I am blessed to be the source of providing
Scriptures for the missionaries to distribute among new believers in
their missions and churches

Ruby told me often that she loved our sons. Of course, that makes
any mom’s heart beat with pride. I know they loved her. Now
after her passing I wish we’d had the time to talk and be with her
more. The one time around her dining table she opened up to
me about the early years of marriage and about her sons. What
an interesting life she had experienced.
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One very special lady that we’ve gotten somewhat close to in
our church went home to be with the Lord just recently. Miss
Ruby, which is what our family and many of the church called her,
was 96 years old and still just as alert as a young lady. God was
gracious and her heart just gave out and she woke up in heaven.
She’d had several falls in the last years and had suffered quite
a few illnesses. Even with these as soon as she was able to be
picked up she was back in church again. She loved being in
church. Ruby was always dressed nicely with her pretty necklace
and earring sets. Her nails were polished and rings were on her
fingers. Quite a sassy looking lady all of the time.
There are many in our church who helped Ruby with things she
could not do for herself. Many years ago she had to give up her
automobile so other loving friends would get her to doctor’s
visits and the grocery store as well as to church.
It became a tradition for our family to have Miss Ruby come to our
house on a Sunday during the Christmas season for lunch. We’d
all laugh and have wonderful fellowship. Each year we’d give
her a little gift, usually jewelry because she loved wearing pretty
things. Just a few days after her passing I received the gift I’d
ordered to give her this year. I think I’ll just keep it to remember
her by.

I think of all of the things I admired about Miss Ruby was her
fervor to always be in church. Being human just like me there
were things she liked and then those she disliked. However, she
loved her Savior and her preacher. She also loved missionaries.
There were several that she stayed in contact with through the
years and when it was a long time between letters from them she
would call our office and ask how they were. I really loved that
about her.
Miss Ruby was greeted in heaven by her son and many loving
family members. She can now run like the wind and never get
tired. I’m sure though that the best thing was seeing Jesus face
to face.
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True Christ Follower

THANK YOU, WEST ORLANDO BAPTIST CHURCH!

by Katrina Seller

The 2015 WBF Fall Meeting at the West Orlando Baptist Church
in Ocoee, Florida was a great blessing to all who attended,
thanks to the dedication and hard work of Pastor Kenric
Barnett, the church staff and all the church family working
together. The church went all out in providing three meals
each day for all who attended the meeting. The church also
provided accommodations for all the missionaries present in
a nice hotel and just did anything and everything possible to
make the meeting a success.

The evangelical church in America is seeing a yearly decline
in effectiveness. It is at war with cultural priorities. Busy
people see church commitments as the first things to go
when recreational opportunities, personal relaxation, or
family gatherings overtake their schedules. The church
has tried to combat this lack of commitment in several
ways by adding more seeker-friendly services, including
coffeehouse meeting spaces and contemporary concert
music. It has even designed a “Come Back to Church
Sunday” campaign with the sole purpose of re-engaging
non-attenders. The question still remains. Why is the church
declining when it has a relevant answer to the culture’s
needs? One observation is that the church in America lacks
true Christ followers.

The program of the meeting was tremendous with each
speaker doing a great job in preaching the Word of God. The
music program provided by the church choir and special
singers was Christ honoring and a real blessing to all.
In addition to planning and putting on the meeting, the church
is in a major building project and I know this added greatly to
the work load that was necessary in such a successful meeting.
Thank you to Pastor Barnett, the staff and the church family for
being such a blessing to the WBF family.

First, a true Christ follower should model the example
of Christ by entering a personal, ongoing, daily relationship
with the Father. Being in constant communication with the
Father keeps us from a religious routine that can get boring
and monotonous. The American church tends to put the
focus on rule following and points fingers at others when
the rules are broken. When we view Jesus in the right way,
truly understanding who He is and what He did, there is no
other response to someone else’s sin but mercy, grace, and
forgiveness.

The 2016 Fall Meeting will be held October 10-12, 2016 at the
Connersville Baptist Temple in Connersville, Indiana. Pastor
Tim Billups and his staff are already working on the plans
for next year’s meeting and it will be another great time of
fellowship for pastors, missionaries, evangelists and other
Christian workers. Mark your calendar now and plan to attend
next year’s meeting.

Sojourning Grace

Second, a Christ follower is one that shows love. Jesus
says in John 13:35, “By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (KJV). The
church sometimes struggles with being known for its love,
but Christ says this should be the main difference. Love for
the brethren is the difference that draws them in; the thing
that makes them stop and take notice. True Christian love
is unconditional and shows no respect of persons in its
response.

Gen. 26:3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be
with thee, and will bless thee. . .
Heaven is our home, and we are not home yet. We are
sojourning here on earth, waiting for the sound of Gabriel’s
trumpet to signal the rapture. Before our eyes can twinkle we
will be caught up in the air to meet Jesus, and we will finally
be at home. Or, should he tarry, we will travel with the angels
when they come to carry us home via death. Either way we
will finally be at home. The angels will serenade us if we go by
death, and we will feel at home.

Third, a Christ follower must be under the leadership
of the Holy Spirit in order to properly minister to a world
in need. The Holy Spirit is to be a constant helper and
guide. Christians often respond to the lost world in their
own strength and understanding, therefore, missing the
opportunity to minister to others in a way that may bring
them back into a community of believers.
The church can never hope to change this current trend
of decline until it completely embraces Jesus and His
ways. By trying to re-engage others through an unloving,
hypocritical attitude and a long list of rules, believers
are doing more harm than good to the cause of Christ.
The church must wake up and become committed Christ
followers who pursue God’s heart above all else with its
words, actions, and attitudes; otherwise, the lost and dying
world will never see a difference or desire a change. The
church in the book of Acts grew tremendously because it
had all things in common--mainly a passion for Jesus. The
community saw what it had and wanted it. Church growth
in the American church is related to how much of Jesus we
have, how much of the Holy Spirit we will follow, and how
much of the Father we will adore. To enjoy effective culture
change, the church must stop talking with its mouths and
show with its love. That is how the world will know that we
are his disciples—true Christ followers.

But until then we are sojourners in this land. We are only here
for awhile, and our purpose is to bring glory to our creator, our
God, our Savior. Life may be hard here sometimes. Troubles
may come but the promise from our Lord is that He will be
with us and bless us. His presence and His Word will provide
the grace we need to get through this world.
I am a pilgrim and a stranger
Traveling through this wearisome land
I’ve got a home in that yonder city, good lord
And it’s not, not made by hand
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Serenaded by angels, up to the throne
Serenaded by angels, finally at home
Surrounded by praises, to the King
Welcome to Paradise, the angels did sing

The Fundamentalist / Winter 2015

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UDE NT S E C TION

Mary, The Pregnant Teenager
According to an August 2014 report by The National Campaign to
Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy (www.thenationalcampaign.
org), it’s estimated that roughly 1 out of every 4 teens will get pregnant
at least once by age 20. To some, this is an alarming number. To those of
us who work in student ministry, however, we are not shocked. We see it
often in our ministry. Our society has so desensitized ourselves to teen
pregnancy that we have glorified it by making television shows about it.
A little over 2,000 years ago, this was not the case. A teenage, unmarried
girl who became pregnant would be cast out of society. She would be
despised & shunned by her friends, family, and community. It could’ve

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor
sin, but scripture teaches us to lift up one another, not tear each other
down.
2. We should not Seclude those who make mistakes. I’ve seen way
too many people “cast out” students who make mistakes. They become
completely secluded from the “real Christians” in youth group. I’ve
seen adults give up on students because of their mistakes. I’ve seen so
called “friends” of students who make mistakes, abandon their peer in
the midst of the darkest times in their life. We need to be there for our
students who make mistakes.
3. We should Serve those who make mistakes. The old phrase says,
“The church is not a health club for saints, but a hospital for sinners.”

even been punishable by death, in some cases.

When our students make mistakes, this is the time to do what we were

Imagine the case with the pregnancy of Mary. Imagine the difficulty of

secluding those who made mistakes. Instead we see Him drawing close

her situation. Imagine the judgments from those around her. Imagine
the stress & embarrassment upon her & Joseph. But yet, their situation
was so different than that of today’s teen pregnancies... Or was it? Mary’s
“unplanned” pregnancy did not reveal a problem in society, but renewed
the promise to society! Many people shunned Mary, when they should’ve
swarmed her. Many evaded her, when they should’ve embraced her.

called to do- Serve! Nowhere in Scripture do we see Jesus shaming or
to them & serving them. He showed them Love & Grace & Mercy. We’ll do
more by serving like Christ, than we ever will shaming like the Pharisees.
Many people missed out on the blessing of meeting the Savior of the
world at His birth because they decided to judge the situation of Mary
& Joseph. How many blessings have we missed because we decided to

Many criticized her faults, when they should’ve commended her faith.

judge the mistakes of students, instead of loving them & serving them?

So, what can we learn from this teenage, unplanned pregnancy?

because we judged them in their mistakes? The next time a student

More importantly, how many students have missed meeting the Savior
makes a mistake, don’t focus on the problem but find the potential in it.

1. We should not Shame those who make mistakes. Seriously, what
do we accomplish by doing this? Teenagers are going to make mistakes.
We made them when we were their age. We still make mistakes today.
And the truth is, most of the time we know that we made the mistake
& we feel terrible for it already. Just as people didn’t know the full story
with Mary & Joseph, we often don’t know the full story of what caused
people to make the mistakes they make. I’m not suggesting we ignore
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO AN ANGEL

WOW 2015 is the desire of our hearts for our students.

We truly have had many wow moments on campus this
semester. As a former student, chapel speaker, pastor
and now as the Dean of Students, I am often reminded
of the importance of chapel. I believe anytime the
Word of God is preached lives will be changed. Thus,
the significance of chapels on the campus of Arlington
Baptist College. I thought I would give you a glimpse
into some of our chapels this year. Please continue to
pray for our chapels.
- Richard Koons

In the Gospel of Luke, chapter two, we have the record of the
shepherds on the hillside side of Bethlehem who were suddenly
confronted by an angelic being. The Bible states that they were
“sore afraid”. They were afraid because almost always in the Old
Testament the appearance of an angel of God brought with it the
pronouncement of judgment. The angel in Luke 2 came not with a
message of judgment but with a message of salvation and joy. His
first words to the shepherds were, “Fear not.” The only thing that can
banish fear from men’s hearts is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
When we have Christ, we need not fear. David wrote, “Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me…”
It had been 400 years since the Lord had spoken by the mouth of
his prophets and now that silence was broken with “glad tidings of
great joy. Where fear reigns there can be no joy; fear is the greatest
enemy of joy. However, the Gospel brings joy to the hearts of all
who will believe the message and receive Christ.
The Gospel is good news because it is for all people. It is not a
“western” Gospel or an “American” Gospel; Christ is the need of every
human heart. The Gospel is God’s good news of salvation for all
people, everywhere.
The Gospel is good news because it emphasizes the value of
the individual soul. The angel said, “unto you”. The Gospel is for
everyone but it is especially for the individual. Every soul is won
individually to Christ, even though there might be multitudes saved
around him. The Lord Jesus preached one of His greatest messages
to one man…Nicodemus (John 3). He went out of His way to go to
Samaria to reach one woman by the well at Sychar (John 4). He sent
Philip to the desert to win one man (Acts 8). He met Saul on the
road to Damascus to win him (Acts 9). YOU are important to God
and He wants to save YOU.
The Gospel is good news because it saves. The angel said “unto
you is born….a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” He could have
truthfully said that Jesus was born to be an example, a teacher, a
miracle worker, a king….but he announced the birth of a Saviour.
Mankind’s greatest need is for salvation and Jesus came to bring
that salvation to all who will receive Him. ( John 1:12-13)12 But as
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.)
The Gospel is good news because it glorifies God. “Glory to God
in the highest…” Nothing more glorifies God than the Gospel of
His Grace. It magnifies His love and compassion for sinful man. It
declares His great gift of the Saviour. It proclaims His remedy for sin
and promises eternal life. Every time the Gospel is preached, God
is glorified.
The Gospel is good news because it brings real and lasting peace.
“…on earth, peace, good will toward men.” Through the Gospel we
can have peace with God and experience the peace of God. Paul
wrote in Ephesians 2:14 “…for He is our peace”.
The message the angel gave those shepherds was indeed “glad
tidings”. Our task today is to go to the ends of the earth with this
message….the glad tidings…the Gospel.
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on church experience.

Smaller, specialized sending agencies

THE MISSIONS CORNER

I believe that there is still tremendous benefit for churches to
work together in supporting mission agencies that reflect our values

Three Growing Trends
In World Missions

and priorities, that interview and vet potential candidates regarding
their beliefs and principles, and that defend the authority of local
churches. However, in recent years there has been an unmistakable
trend in smaller agencies being formed to reach a targeted need. Some

Rick Washburn Jr.

of these sending agencies focus on a particular people group or region

Pastor
Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

of the world. Others focus on a particular strategy in world missions.
These sending agencies seem to be very small and streamlined, often

@rickwashburnjr

led by a pastor or small group of individuals, and do not seek to exclude
larger mission agencies. The challenge is that these agencies (and their

It is fascinating to observe the changes that are occurring in world
missions, both in the United States and around the world. The everchanging realities of the world we are seeking to reach with the Gospel
are forcing pastors and churches to have to re-think their strategies to
accomplish our God-given mission. As fundamental Baptists, our core
principles remain the same when it comes to world missions: indigenous
church planting. Our objective within the United States, and as we send
missionaries internationally, is to plant churches that are self-governing,
self-supporting, and self-propagating (reproducing).

systems that proved successful in times past are not necessarily as
effective today. I certainly don’t have all the answers, but I am intrigued
to see a few growing trends in world missions, even among independent
Baptists. I share these, not as an endorsement, but to challenge our
thinking as pastors, missionaries, and missions-minded believers. Here
are three growing trends I am seeing:

more recognized agency. The benefits are that they do not require much
financial overhead or operating costs, and they can focus their attention
and resources more effectively.

Emphasis on trade skills
In the United States we call it “bi-vocational” church planting.
In foreign missions it is referred to as “tent-making” missions. Those who
are seeing the benefits of having certified training in specific trades
and practical skills. Some have formal training in education, business
or engineering, while others have certifications in construction, graphic
design, or technology. On the home front, it allows church planters
to support themselves financially, while building relationships and
credibility within the community they are seeking to reach. On a global
setting, it opens doors for missionaries to get into particular fields on
non-religious visas, or to powerfully serve some of the serious social
and cultural needs of a people group whom they are called to reach.

Church-based ministry training

WBF Mission Agency

the endorsement of the church planter carries less weight than a larger,

are called to preach the Gospel and plant churches in a particular area

The challenge is: How do we do it effectively? The models and

I believe that there will always be a place for traditional
academic institutions to provide quality education, both in ministry and
in other vocational fields. However, the biblical reality is that the primary
responsibility of equipping the saints to do the work of the ministry falls
upon the local church (Ephesians 4). Those of us in the pastorate have
a responsibility, especially toward those who feel called to ministry, to
equip them doctrinally and ministerially, to provide both education and
experience. That is why we are seeing more and more church planters
and foreign missionaries who are being trained “in house” through
local-church Bible institutes and structured internship programs. The
challenge of this approach may include a lack of an accredited, academic
degree when seeking a religious visa by a foreign government. The
benefits include far less time and resources spent in getting missionaries
and church planters to their place of service, and more effective hands-
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leaders) are not always known and trusted on a broader scale, therefore
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The challenge is that the implementation of these skill sets can end
up consuming valuable time that cannot be given toward structured
evangelism and discipleship efforts. The benefits (ironically) are that
they can create greater opportunities for evangelism and discipleship,
and can create access where traditional religious training cannot.
Whether we like these trends or not, they are clearly taking
place. I see them through the many missionaries and church planters
that contact me for support. I see them through the testimonies of
pastors and missionaries who are thinking “out of the box” and making
some great strides in world missions. Our objective must be clear and
unchanging: planting indigenous churches. Our methods, models, and
strategies, however, require wisdom, constant evaluation, and direction
from the Lord. What trends are you seeing in world missions?

News
From
The
Regions
Beyond
“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35
Dale and Janet Brown – New Zealand

Jenni Stukkie – Italy

We have made It through another winter in New Zealand; cold,
wet and windy best describes these last 3 months, but Praise
the Lord for Spring. We had a young man, Tali, that we won to
the Lord. This family moved from Aucklaned and his wife, Anoa
and their small son moved back into our area. Anoa was raised
in our church but had moved away. They are such a blessing
to have in our church once again. Dale recently completed a
series “Learning To Worship His Name.” It was such an encouragement for Dale as no one wanted
to miss any of the lessons. The end of June Dale’s sister told us that Dale’s dad, Russ, had been
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Russ remarried after Dale’s mum died in 1996. She was hospitalized
for an infection and was much worse than expected and is now in palliative care. We returned to
the States to help make some necessary decisions. We would appreciate your prayers for us and
the family and we plan to return to New Zealand in the next few days. Thank you for your prayers
and financial support as we serve Him in New Zealand.

I have had the opportunity to share my ministry with many people in
the past couple of months. Praise God I have some new supporting
churches and families. I have met so many new faces and have been
so blessed. God has opened up new doors and I have put over 6,000
miles on my car and God has been so faithful to take care of me. I am
finishing up the last class I need in order to receive my Master’s degree in
Early Childhood Education. This will be very useful on the field as I teach
children and the people working in the children’s ministries across Italy.
It may also be a door to get into the public schools as they require all
students to learn English from a native English speaker. Please continue
to pray for me that I will be able to raise my support and move on to Italy.

Barbara Wimm – Mexico

A year ago in June 2014 we began deputation. God has taken
care of us all along the way, it has been awesome! We are at about
55% of our support level. Thank all of you for partnering with us
both with financial support and prayer support. Our goal was
to complete deputation in July of 2016, but the Lord had been
moving us to take another step of faith! We believe that God
has led us to move our departure date to the end of this year. We plan to fly out to Brazil this
December. Please pray with us that God would raise up the additional 45% of our support in
these last 3 months. Seems like an impossible task, but GOD CAN do the impossible. Thank you
for every moment of your time spent in prayer on our behalf. God bless you!

Pastor Ruben hosted a Bible Conference in the state of Chihuahua that
was held at the church/ orphanage. There were over 40 from the Mayo
works from the west coast on a bus. The theme was “A Virtuous Woman”
from Proverbs 31:10. These ladies were honored as the men did all the
cooking, serving and cleaning. It was quite a new experience for the
women! It was a joy to get to know the orphans as they participated with
us. Pastor Rosario is helping a recent graduate, Edgar, begin a new work in
Guayabo. There have been 30 saved thus far. Vacation Bible Schools were
held this summer and 49 souls were saved with 8 adults and many teens. Institute classes have
begun with 28 students. It is a great blessing to know that the works among the Mayo people are
carrying on the Great Commission just as they were trained to do. Please pray for the pastors and
their people as they reach the lost and disciple new believers. Thank you for partnering with the
Mayo people in reaching the lost.

Bill and Mary Horton – Brazil

Lanny and Judy Wood – Brazil

Through the years, many souls have been saved as a result of house
to house personal evangelism. Thirteen young people, adolescents
and children were saved during or shortly after our “summer” camps.
Some of the churches are experiencing revival while one of them that
had several souls saved recently is going through a very difficult time
because some of the members are at odds with each other. Satan sure
knows how to cause havoc in the midst of God’s blessings. Please
pray for the church in Benevides, it has been a very strong church that
practices Faith Promise Mission giving and supports many missionaries
in different countries. We just finished our third International Ladies
Congress. Mary worked very hard and did a great job organizing with
the help of Single Brazilian missionary lady Heber Do Amaral. There
were 110 ladies that attended. There were many International missionaries wives that came to
help as well. The Bible Baptist Institute of the North is in another semester; there are some new
students. Please pray for the Bible club ministry as faithful workers are trying to reach thousands
of children and adolescents that Satan is trying to keep from hearing the Gospel.

All of our churches have had new professions of faith in
Christ, baptisms and additions to the church. We thank the
Lord for the honor to serve Him faithfully for over 42 years
here in Brazil. We planned and prepared for our Vacation
Bible School during our public school winter recess. Three
of our churches had their annual VBS with good attendance,
souls saved, including some parents who attended. Our
remaining three churches in the cities of Bebedouro, Pitangerias and Jabuticabal prepared for
the DVBS and were very successful as well. The church in Barretos began a new ministry in our
Cancer Hospital. Our son Jody is employed there as the coordinator for donations. This is the
largest and best equipped cancer hospital in Latin America and treats more than 4,000 patients
daily. All treatment is paid for through donations. This new ministry was started with evangelical
services for staff members and will include patients in the future. The hospital has over 3,000 staff
members and the attendance has been very good with new people every week. Judy and I are
thankful for your prayers and financial support for our ministry together here in Brazil.

Corey and Lori Meier – Brazil

Patty Bouillon – New Zealand

Alan and Kathy Hart - Mozambique, Africa

I had the privilege of visiting New Zealand in February this year.
After being on deputation for three years the road seems to get
longer and time seems to be going turtle – like speed. But the
Lord always encourages me by sending people into my life to
keep pushing me forward. This summer I was the Vacation Bible
School director for my home church, and what a challenge. A
lot of hard work, long hours and prep work was well worth it.
We had one girl named Hannah who asked about salvation. She
has not asked Jesus into her heart but God is working in her life.
In August we had our annual mission camp in Oklahoma. This
is one meeting I look forward to every year. I was able to be
around fellow missionaries, single and married, and this was
such an encouragement for the week. I learned that I am not the only one with problems I face
every day and the messages were dead on. I am at about 70% and I need 20 churches to support
me at $50 a month so I can be in New Zealand next summer. Please pray that God will raise up
the needed financial support and I’ll be able to leave for New Zealand fully supported very soon.
I appreciate you more than words can express.

We have begun our short five and a half month furlough. Please
pray for us that God would give us safety and souls will be
saved and Christians encouraged and challenged. Then in His
perfect timing we will be able to return to Mozambique. The
church in Dondo is doing well and we have received reports
from Nampula that the two church building projects have been
completed. The two congregations are now ready to face the rainy season without fear of losing
their buildings. We plan to be in Texas, Oklahoma, Florida, Virginia and South Carolina. We have
the privilege of presenting our work to several church that are new to us. Pray that many of these
churches will partner with us both to pray for us and financially as we need to raise new support
before we return to Africa. Thank you for your faithfulness to pray and support financially the
work that we are involved in.
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Let’s Be Different in Order
to Make a Difference
Our nation, as we enter 2016, has plunged to an appalling, almost incredible
immoral depth. Twenty-first century American culture is a reflection of
Romans 1:18-22. And in many churches today professing Christians more
and more resemble Romans 2:1, “For wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.” The
“millenials”, ages 18-30, are said to be the first generation with no religious
or political affiliations. We are losing our youth to a perverted culture at an
alarming rate.
In the past thirty years there has been a increase of “new gospels” in the
United States. Some such as the “new age” belief system are rooted in eastern
mysticism, such as Hinduism. Others are based more on pop-psychology than
they are on the gospel. But whatever their origin they are misdirecting men
and women away from the only truth that can save from sin.
“One of the most frequently used phrases in Christian circles is “the gospel.”
Amazingly few adults know what this term means. It could either refer to its
literal translation, “good news;” or to the perspective that salvation is available
only through the sacrificial death and subsequent resurrection of Jesus Christ
and a person’s acceptance of Christ as their savior. Less than four out of ten
adults (37%) knew this; 34% had other, inaccurate perceptions of the meaning
of the term; three out of ten adults did not offer a guess. Even among born
again Christians, only 60% correctly identified at least one meaning of this
expression. (1994)… [From Barna Research Online – Beliefs: Salvation. www.
barna.org]
One modern distortion of the gospel is preached in order to fit Christianity in
a materialistic society. The message of this “gospel of success” or “prosperity
gospel” is based on the premise that God wants to bless you therefore you
can only expect good things from him if you follow him. The problem with
this gospel is that it ignores the fact that in Christian life there is sorrow, there
is suffering, there is death. The key of the gospel of Jesus is not the avoidance
of life events, but the possibility to overcome them.
Students of church history recognize that this grievous state in our nation
is not new. This New Year will mark the 159th anniversary of a revival that
turned America and Great Britain around. David Martyn LLoyd-Jones over
half a century ago made this observation, “. . .The very category of morality
is not recognized at all, and men and women are virtually in the position of
saying, “evil be thou my good.” Sound familiar? Lloyd-Jones argued forcefully
that the church makes a grave mistake when it experiments with solutions.
He zealously believed, “The man who experiments in the midst of a crisis is
a fool.” He strongly advocated that what the church needed was not new
programs, new worship styles, new techniques, or even new translations, but
a return to what always worked in the past.
What always worked in the past? Both in the history of God’s chosen people
as recorded in the Scriptures and in church history simply put, “If my people,
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). How reassuring and
encouraging is this promise!

to say, but the Philistines (the world) has done it again and distorted the
message of the church. It has become politically incorrect to preach the
words of Jesus when He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me: (John 14:6). One religion is as good as
another, and there are no absolutes. What was needed then and now was to
rediscover the wells and clean them out.
Isaac’s recovering Abraham’s wells, translated into spiritual experience
symbolizes the rediscovery of truth concerning Jesus Christ once enjoyed
by the church but buried in compromising theology, and false teaching.
Those wells were a source of life and refreshment, and could represent
what Christ has for a lost world. Jesus said to the woman at Sychar’s well,
“Whosoever drinketh of this water, shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh
of the water I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life: (John
4:13-14). Symbolically Abraham had supplied Christ to needy souls by his
wells. The Philistines (the world) stopped those wells up, and they did not
want the water, and they did not want anyone else to have it. How like the
compromising doctrine of the 21st century church.
In the New Year God help us to rediscover the wells dug by our predecessors,
and like Isaac, realize there are more wells to be dug. Four more wells were
dug by him. You may think, “Does it even matter to us today that over four
thousand years ago a man named Isaac dug four comparatively insignificant
wells in Canaan?” Well, it matters enough that the Holy Spirit moved Moses
as he penned this account to record even the names of the four wells. There
is spiritual significance in the names of the four wells, and just as Isaac
was forced to contend for the wells, we are to contend for the “...faith once
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).
Isaac’s last well was “Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba
unto this day” (Gen. 26:33). This newly dug well was the well of separation.
The Philistines claimed “...we have not touched thee, and ...we have done unto
thee nothing but good...” (Gen. 26:29). What a bizarre allegation. They had
done nothing but persecute, plunder and oppose Isaac at every turn in the
road. This is always the world’s assessment of its own behavior. However, the
Philistines wanted to make peace with Isaac. Why? Because they noted that
the Lord was with him. The world will often pay lip service to the Lord they do
not know. In any case, Isaac wanted no part of it. Once the meaningless peace
overtures of the world had been made, Isaac takes a stand of separation. May
we do likewise in the New Year.
Just as God promised to “...put a difference between the Egyptians [the world]
and Israel [in this case the church]”; God help us in 2016 to be different in
order to make a difference.

We do not need new answers because there are no new problems. The
problems of the home, governments and the church in 21st century America
and the world around us are as old as the human race itself. God placed these
three divine institutions here on planet earth, and all three are under satanic
siege.

Wendell Heirs

As we begin a New Year we must, like Isaac, return to the wells dug by our
forefathers. The wells were there, and there was water in them, just as there
had been for Abraham. The problem was the wells dug by Abraham decades
earlier had been filled by the Philistines, a type of the world, with trash. Sad
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DESIRE(S)

Wanda Cummons’
Home Going

By Woody Cash

A humorous song usually sung at the Christmas season, stated
the desire of a young boy in the process of losing his baby teeth and
growing his permanent ones. The title of that song was “All I want for
Christmas is my two front teeth.” Perhaps we have all identified with that
desire. Probably we all have a wish list, a bucket list, a catalog of desires.
Many a desire would fall under the category of daily needs. And, those
we have confidence that God will supply. Desire is not a bad thing in and
of itself. What determines the characterization of any desire is whether it
is for that which is good or that which is bad. On a spiritual level, such
desires as would bring us closer to God and the fulfillment of His sovereign
plan for our lives, rank above all creature comfort desires. Some desires
are transient, here today and gone tomorrow. Other desires are eternal,
salvation, etc. We can have, like Paul, a longing to be with Jesus. We should
set our affections on things above where they are unalterable. Relative to
all good desires we have the biblical instruction to seek first the Kingdom of
God, and all these things (desires) shall be added unto you. But that does
not present God as a “loving grandfather figure” who, if we butter him up,
will bestow upon us everything we want.

Mrs. Wanda B. Cummons, age 86, went home to be with the
Lord on September 26, 2015. Mrs. Cummons was born in
Akron, Ohio on November 19, 1928. She was valedictorian of
her class at Barberton High School, and later attended Kent
State University in Ohio and the Bible Baptist Seminary in Ft.
Worth, Texas. She married Dr. Bruce Cummons on August 26,
1947, and they had 56 happy years together until his passing
in January of 2004.
Wanda became a pastor’s wife when her husband organized
the Massillon Baptist Temple in November of 1950. To say
she was active in the church would be an understatement.
She was a committed pastor’s
wife, mother, grandmother
and church member. Many
accolades could be given her,
including the one she will hear
at the Bema Seat of Christ...
well done thou good and
faithful servant.

Desire appears in the Bible 77 times in the Old Testament, and 34
times in the New Testament. In nine forms, the word is used 201 times,
both good and bad usages. About five times we have a reference to God
desiring. To define each appearance the Hebrew uses twenty-eight terms
and the Greek uses twenty terms. However, in the plural of desire (desires)
only 3 occurrences are found; two bad objects and one good. That one
good object is in Psalms 37:4. Psalm 37:4 reads: “Delight thyself also in
the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” For the seeking
believer this does not mean that we should seek to please God so that our
heart’s desires may be granted. Some have rightly said that if we would
delight ourselves in the Lord, He would then place within us the desires
for that which is pleasing and acceptable in His sight. While true, such an
interpretation does not reach its zenith. The ultimate desires can only be
attained when they become the same as those which God desires. We are
to “let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” We do well to
think on those things which are true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good
report. How to achieve such a mindset requires that we get ever closer to
God in our daily relationship with Him. When He is our highest delight, we
will not desire anything that is contrary to or at enmity with His perfect
will. While we do have earthly desires that our Heavenly Father is mindful
of and that He supplies; and while it is most proper and needful for us to
communicate those desires; yet, it is far more lasting to condition ourselves
for that eternal presence we will soon enjoy with Him. When we look unto
Him and gain a sameness of desires, then “…the things of earth will grow
strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.” May our desires become
what God desires.

Funeral services took place at
the Massillon Baptist Temple
with pastor Cecil Thayer
officiating.

This fall 2015 semester, ABC launched a NEW PROGRAM

Bible and Business Studies

At this year’s WBF Fall Meeting Tommy & Linda Raley were
recognized for their 25 years of service in the World Baptist
Fellowship Mission Office; Tommy as Director and Linda as
Financial Secretary. The Raleys were surprised and overjoyed by
this expression of love. They consider it a privilege to have had
these years in which to serve our WBF Missionaries and their
supporting churches.

The Bible and Business Studies program represents an area of
interest for many prospective students. These students have a great
desire to attend Arlington Baptist College because of the Biblicallybased curriculum but feel that God has led them to minister in the
business world. ABC recognizes the potential that lies in producing
men and women who can carry the Gospel message into the
business world and influence individuals, if not whole companies,
for the cause of Christ.

Bro. Raley has been given the title, “Director Emeritus/Mission
Representative” and will do his best to continue serving in this new
capacity. Linda will continue on as Financial Secretary for a least
another year or two.
At the meeting the Raleys were literally “showered” with gift
cards and given a very large love offering by the WBF Mission
Committee, missionaries, churches and individuals. This is such a
great blessing to them and was totally unexpected. They are very
thankful for this honor.

The Bible and Business Studies degree is similar to most of the
College’s other Bachelor of Science degrees in the following areas:
Bible and Theology, General Education, Church Ministry, and
Professional Development. Graduates of this program will not only
be prepared for a Master’s degree in business, but will gain the tools
for obtaining an occupation in the field of business or advancing in
a current occupation.
If you are interested, or know someone who would be interested in
pursuing a Business degree at Arlington Baptist College, please call
Kim Marvin at 817-461-8741, ext. 106

The Raleys have always considered themselves as servants and
intend to continue serving the Lord as long as He allows them to
serve.

Arlington Baptist College is “Preparing World Changers”.
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The ladies of the World Baptist Fellowship attending our 2015 Fall
Meeting in beautiful Ocoee, Florida were treated to a wonderful
celebration. Mrs. Ella Barnett and the sweet ladies of West Orlando
Baptist Church had decorated each table with plates of desserts and
china tea cups as well as gifts.
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We had a choice of various teas and were given hot water for our tea
from the loveliest china teapots. Such a beautiful setting. Our hosting
ladies were very gracious and provided a very pretty atmosphere.
Mrs. Lynn Butler sang an uplifting song for us. There was much sweet
fellowship.
Speakers for the gathering were Julie Bacon, wife of new Mission
Director, Joey Bacon, and Linda Raley. Julie outlined characteristics to
look for in a Christian mentor and
Linda gave thoughts on becoming
a Christian mentor/example.
Mrs. Barnett had suggested a
theme from Titus 2 and both
speakers launched from that
passage for their words of
encouragement.
Thank you does not seem
adequate for the wonderful time
provided for the ladies during our
special “Tea”. Also we can’t thank
West Orlando Baptist Church
enough for their very gracious
care of all of the fellowship friends
who were blessed to be able to
attend our Fall Meeting.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP OF TEXAS
FRIENDSWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
315 W. SHADOWBEND
FRIENDSWOOD, TX 77546
FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 1, 2016
TRI-STATE FELLOWSHIP
BLANDING BLVD. BAPTIST CHURCH
5005 BLANDING BLVD.
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210
JANUARY 28-29, 3016
HILLTOP CONFERENCE
ARLINGTON BAPTIST COLLEGE
APRIL 26-28, 2016

Mission Director Joey Bacon, Assistant
Mission Director David Schembera and
Mission Representative Tommy Raley
are available for Mission Conferences,
Special Mission Emphasis Days or Pulpit
Supply. You may contact them through
the WBF Mission Office at 817-274-7161.

WBF FALL MEETING
CONNERSVILLE BAPTIST TEMPLE
1380 E. STATE ROAD 44
CONNERSVILLE, IN 47331
OCTOBER 10-12, 2016
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