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The “Needs”
of
World Baptist Fellowship
Lest anyone jump to conclusions about the title of this article, it
is not a listing of items being sought out by either the college or
mission office. Though a long list could be made for either entity,
and provision of these needs would be greatly appreciated by
both, that is not my intent here.
From the time I surrendered my life to ministry and my pastor
brought me to the campus of Arlington Baptist College, I have
been affiliated and identified with the World Baptist Fellowship…
and very proud to be so. To date, this has been a time period of
more than thirty-six years that I have been and continue to be a
proud part of the WBF.
The observation that I have made through this experience is
this…The World Baptist Fellowship is – PEOPLE! These “people”
are serving the Lord Jesus in local churches across the nation
and internationally, and are connected to some degree with the
Arlington Baptist College and/or the World Baptist Fellowship
Mission Agency. Many of “our people” have already graduated
to heaven; many are “fighting the good fight” around our world
today; and many, unless Jesus returns soon, will make up the
WBF of the future.
This brings me to the issue of “Needs.” Since the WBF is “people,”
then these are “needs” that pertain to individuals like you and me.
I want to submit two very elementary but absolute truths for you
to ponder:

You Need Fellowship

When I say this, I want you to understand that I am including
myself in this “you.” I need fellowship! This is the way God has
created us…not to be isolated or insulated, but to be community
and communicable. We have numerous examples in Scripture
of both the mandate as well as the model of believers having
“togetherness” in the work and will of God.

refreshing to visit with friends, renew old acquaintances, make
new friends, “compare notes” with other servants, and last but
certainly not least is the worship and the Word of God that is
preached. YOU (and I) NEED FELLOWSHIP!!!

The Fellowship Needs You

The only thing that needs to happen for a fellowship (ours or any
other) to die is for the people who are affiliated with it to neglect
it or reject it…it will not take long for it to cease to exist. By the
same token, the only thing needed for a fellowship (ours or any
other) to thrive is that people who are affiliated with it to get
excited about it, promote it, support it, and attend it. The World
Baptist Fellowship needs people in this second group.
I have mentioned that the World Baptist Fellowship is “PEOPLE.”
You and I as individuals each have some contribution we can
make to the whole. Doing this will make the WBF much stronger
and secures the future of the fellowship for the next generation.
Our fellowship and cooperation with one another for the cause
of Christ does not mean that we must agree on every little detail
about the work of God. It does mean that we are doctrinally
agreed and unified in mission. Other issues do not likely rise to
a level that would constitute a break in fellowship. The World
Baptist Fellowship needs people (like you and me) to say, “Count
Me In!!! Let’s Do This!!! Straight Ahead!!!”
The next time you hear about a regional or national fellowship
meeting of the WBF, clear the dates, make your arrangements,
and make tracks to the meeting. Our next national meeting
will be the Hilltop Conference (see the article concerning the
name change in this edition) on the campus of Arlington Baptist
College, April 28-30, 2015. I will look for you here because – You
Need Fellowship and The Fellowship Needs You.

I am aware that in our modern age of technology we can
make contact electronically and even visually and verbally
communicate with one another at almost any given time…this
is indeed a good thing. However, call me old-fashioned, I believe
there is something very special and more fulfilling than phone
calls, text messages, emails, and Skype. I just believe we all need
hand-shakes, pats on the back, eyeball to eyeball, and “BaptistApproved” hugs around the neck…we need Fellowship.
I am also aware that attending the meetings of the WBF can be
costly, time consuming, and sacrificial. I know what “busy” means!
Fellowship meetings are usually not “convenient” to make, but
they are invaluable to the servant of Christ and often in ways that
may not be readily identified. It is spiritually and emotionally

Dr. D.L. Moody

President
Arlington Baptist College
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Resolve

Charles Bartlett
President

World Baptist Fellowship

2015
“…for ye have not passed this
way heretofore”

We have just begun a New Year
and with that comes our New
Year’s Resolutions.
Many will
make resolutions for different
things: losing weight or not
eating so much, spending more
time with family, read more and
so on.
Everyone that makes
those resolutions means well
and starts out great. But within
a few weeks, days, or even hours
those resolutions are broken or
forgotten. Many have no resolve
to keep going.

		

Wendell Hiers

I’m sure you’ve noticed that each year
Editor
almost all the major news magazines put
Fundamentalist
out an issue with special pictorial sections
recalling people and events that made
news during the previous year. The checkout lanes at the local grocery
store contain many magazines that include articles predicting what to
expect in the New Year. Some even go so far as to make predictions
covering 10, 20, or more years in the future. In the past, a few of these
predictions have proven somewhat accurate, while others couldn’t
have been more wrong.

What does it mean to have “resolve”? To resolve means we are firm
and fixed in purpose. We are determined to fulfill our responsibilities,
to make changes in our lives and ministries, so as we learned at our
Fall Meeting, we can press on with no reserves, no retreats, and no
regrets.

For example, back in 1967, experts predicted that by the turn of the
century technology would have taken over so much of the work we do
that the average American work week would be only 22 hours long,
and that we would work only 27 weeks a year. As a result, one of our
biggest problems would be in deciding what to do with all our leisure
time.

Micah 7:7 gives us three most important resolutions.
•

Resolve to walk by faith, not sight – “I will look unto the Lord…”
We put our faith in God’s promises to help us walk by faith and not
sight. His promises encourage us and are sure.

•

Resolve to be patient and wait on the Lord - “…I will wait for the
God of my salvation…” This is one of the greatest challenges and
struggles of our Christian life. Yet it is an important quality for all
of us to have. Waiting on the Lord provides strength in times of
weakness according to Isaiah 40:31. His timing is best for us as we
wait for Him to work. His blessings are worth waiting for.

World Baptist Fellowship

•

Joshua 3:4

Well, I don’t know about you, but that prediction certainly missed the
mark as far as my life is concerned! In fact, most of us seem to be very
busy. We’re always in a hurry. We walk fast, and talk fast, and eat fast.
And after we eat, all too often, we stand up and say, “Excuse me. I’ve
gotta run.”
So here we are, at the beginning of 2015. I wonder how we’ll do this
year? Will we be as busy? Will we make any better use of our time?
During these twelve months, when this year is over, will we be looking
back with joy, or with regret? Will we be looking at the future with
anticipation, or with dread?

Resolve to pray more and hope in the Lord – “…my God will hear
me.” Let’s always remember that prayer is not wasted time and
is so needful for our ministries to grow and our spiritual lives to
flourish. We must place our hope in the promises of God. Though
our cries may be feeble and our faith weak, “my God will hear me.”
Though others despise us, “my God will hear me.” That is our hope
and strength knowing God will be there for us.

There is a passage of Scripture that I believe can be of help to us as
we look forward to the rest of 2015 if we’ll listen to it. The passage is
Ephesians 5:15-17, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools,
but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore
be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”
OUR TIME ON THIS EARTH IS LIMITED
We must be very careful how we live because our time on this earth is
limited. The Psalmist wrote, “LORD make me to know my end, and the
measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am.” (Psalm
39:4). And again, “The days of our years are threescore and ten; and if
by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength and
labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.” (Psalm 90:10).

As World Baptist Fellowship, let’s resolve to walk by faith looking to
the Lord for our help and strength. Let’s resolve to be patient and
wait on the Lord. We must resolve to pray more for our leaders plus
the ministries of WBF-Arlington Baptist College and WBF Missions.
We must pray for one another as we serve the Lord together,
knowing God will hear us.

The Psalmist also tells us to number our days so that we will develop
a heart of wisdom. A few years ago People Magazine published an
article entitled “Dead Ahead” telling about a new clock that keeps track
of how much time you have left to live. It calculates an average life
span of 75 years for men and 80 years for women. So you program your
sex and age into the clock, and from then on it will tell you how much
time you have left. It sold for $99.95. I didn’t buy the clock, but it is an
intriguing idea. Isn’t that what the Psalmist told us to do to number
our days?

I hope everyone will continue to pray for the mission committee as
we seek to find our new mission director. We have some big shoes
to fill but God has a man for the job. We want to find that person
that He has to lead our mission family for many years to come. Let’s
resolve to pray together that God will lead us to that person.
I look forward to see all of you at the Hilltop Conference, April 2830th at Arlington Baptist College. It’s going to be a great time of
fellowship and you don’t want to miss it. See you there!

My cardiologist once told me that I ought to live to be an octogenarian.
But wait a minute. Neither you nor I, nor my doctor has a guarantee
Continue on page 12
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Heatbeat Of The WBF
By
Marjorie Moffitt
One of our members challenged me to write a history of the
Trentman Avenue Baptist Church of Fort Worth, now known
as Pleasantview Baptist Church of Arlington, TX. It has been
interesting trying to find out information about the five former
pastors, four of whom are deceased.
In doing my research I learned several things that all pastors
have in common:
1. God has called them to their place of service – not man.
2. They all experience different degrees of challenges
whether they involve people or finances.
3. God gives them all wisdom to meet those challenges and
help people grow spiritually.
Church members, for the most part, are wonderful. When
challenged they step up to help meet the physical and
financial needs of the church; but afterward, when those
needs are met, they sit back and enjoy just being a member
until the next big need arises thinking “Okay, that’s done”.
When people are born again they want to tell others about the
most wonderful, most important thing that ever happened to
them. With just one simple act of faith God changed their lives
as well as their souls. Not only did Jesus save them, he gave
them eternal life instead of eternal death from that second on.
He also gave them a desire to tell others what had happened
to them so they too can be born again.

In my case, I wanted to know more about how to become a
part of the family of God. A co-worker of mine invited me to
attend a revival meeting at their church. They were having
a “fill the pew” contest, and if she won she would win a new

Look back through the history of your church. How
did it get started? Who did God the Holy Spirit use to lay the
foundation? Then, who did He lead to help the pastor build
the church? Christians qualified to teach classes? Musicians to
lead the music, play musical instruments? Those who helped
with the administration and finances?
God the Holy Spirit knows how to lead just the right
people with a heart to help build a work for God, win the lost
to Jesus, and bond together to send missionaries around the
world to further spread the Gospel story. It’s no accident that
you are in your church today. How are you allowing God
the Holy Spirit to use you in your church? Not everyone can
preach, teach, play an instrument, or sing, but all of us can
invite others to come to our great church to hear our pastor
share God’s Word and let our people love on them. Everyone
needs to be loved. What better place to find it than in church
with God’s people?
Invite everyone you know. My friend didn’t know I had
a spiritual need, but God did. He used her to lead me to the
place where that need could be met. Looking back through
the history of my Christian experience, there are countless
precious Christians who have helped me grow in the Lord, but
none of it would have happened if my friend hadn’t taken the
first step. If names are placed on our soul-winning crowns, my
name will be on her’s when she presents it to Jesus.
Preparing this book of history about our church has
been a good thing for me. Hopefully, it will be among the
treasured memories of our membership. What about yours?

Remember
to pray for
our missionary
widows
3
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That joy was catching throughout the church as they wanted
to tell all their friends and neighbors and relatives what God
was doing in their churches. Hey, what’s happened? Under
all our former pastors, once the physical challenges were
faced and financial challenges met, the people settled back
into their regular niche of service and left the spreading of
the gospel totally up to their pastor and staff. WHY? Why is it
we don’t feel the same joy when someone walks the aisle to
accept Christ as Savior? Perhaps it is because we realize no
one can come to the Father unless God the Holy Spirit draws
them and places the desire in their hearts to know more about
what’s causing that gnawing inside their hearts. Maybe He
wants to use us, but doesn’t find a heart or attitude of those
wanting to have Him lead them to the right person.

Bible. So, just to help her out I attended, and Guess What!
The sermon topic of the evangelist that night was “You don’t
have to be baptized in order to go to Heaven”. Really? He
caught my attention. Later, I began attending to hear her
pastor which led to my accepting Christ as my Savior and
then being discipled to know how to win others to Christ. All
this because my friend invited me to church: She did her part
and God the Holy Spirit did the rest. Could our pastors have
more lost people to preach to if we would do more inviting?
Without realizing it she was helping to develop the history of
her church.
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FACING THE GIANTS

W

hen the 12 spies returned to the camp of the Israelites
after spying out the promised land, only two of them,
Joshua and Caleb, had a good report. They exhorted
the Children of Israel to go in and possess the land. The
other ten spies brought a negative report as to why
they could not conquer the land. Among their complaints was this,
“there we saw the giants”, ( Numbers 13:31 - 33 31” But the men that
went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for
they are stronger than we. 32 And they brought up an evil report of the
land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The
land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up
the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a
great stature. 33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which
come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and
so we were in their sight.”) They were so intimidated by the giants that
they lost sight of the fact that God had promised them that land and
that He had promised to go before them and fight their battles. They
allowed the world’s opposition to rob them of the great reward and
blessing that God had in store for them.
As a young man, young lady or young couple contemplate the call of
God on their lives to carry the Gospel to a foreign land there are many
“giants” that they must face. With God’s power and blessing on their
lives they can overcome these giants or they can allow the giants they
face to defeat them.
There is first of all the “giant” of family opposition. While many parents
and grandparents are overjoyed when one of their own surrenders
to the call of missions, there are many who oppose such a call. Many
prospective missionaries who could have been great servants of God on
a foreign field are discouraged and dissuaded by family members who
oppose them. The attitude of these folks is, “We need missionaries, but
let someone else’s children go, not mine!” This may at first glance seem
trivial but it is real in the lives of many young people who feel God’s Holy
Spirit calling them to a life of service.

There is the “giant” of Language study and cultural adaptation. I list
these together because learning a language and the culture of the host
country go hand in hand. A language cannot be fully learned without a
corresponding knowledge of the culture of the people. These are both
formidable obstacles which the missionary family must overcome. If
they cannot learn to communicate and to understand the people they
will never have a fruitful ministry.
There is the “giant” of religious and political opposition. In many
countries there is great opposition to the Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Many countries have governments that are either atheistic or
dominated completely by a religion. In these places missionaries live
and work under pressures that are unknown here in our great and free
country. This factor alone can produce a time of great testing in the life
of a missionary family.
In looking at these “giants’ it would be easy to become discouraged
and want to give up on the idea of serving the Lord on a foreign field.
However, we serve the Living God and when we depend upon Him we
cannot fail. We should have the attitude of Joshua and Caleb when
faced with the giants that lie ahead, (Numbers 14:6-9 “And Joshua
the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them
that searched the land, rent their clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the
company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed
through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight
in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which
floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD,
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their
defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them
not.”) With the Lord as our Guide, Protector, and Captain we can face
and conquer any giants in our lives. We must believe what the Apostle
Paul wrote to the Philippian church: Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

There is the “giant” of preparation. It can take several years of education
and sometimes practical experience in the preparation of a young life
for service on a foreign field. During this time there are some obstacles
that must be surmounted. One must be careful in choosing a spouse
during this time. The one he or she marries might not feel the same
call to missions and this would create an impossible situation. If the
prospective missionary is not careful he or she might accumulate a large
debt which would delay them in getting to the field, perhaps for years
while that debt is paid off. In gaining practical experience sometimes
the young man is tempted to remain in that position of ministry with a
church instead of going to the field
There is the “giant” of deputation. The World Baptist Fellowship Mission
Agency is a faith mission” and as such does not have a fund from which
missionaries are paid. Each missionary family raises their own support
for personal and ministry needs. This can require many months of
travel, hard work and sacrifice to accomplish. Some families are not
able to overcome this obstacle and give up the dream reaching the
field. Deputation is difficult but it is a profitable ministry in which the
missionary grows in faith and maturity.
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Promoted
to
Glory

Brother Mel Neill

On
December
19,
2014
Missionary Mel Neill went to be
with his Lord and Saviour after
a valiant battle with cancer. He
and Charlene had served with
the World Baptist Fellowship
Mission Agency for over 50
years as faithful missionaries in
Peru, Costa Rica and Ecuador.

In the work in Ecuador where
they spent many years the Lord blessed their ministry in a
remarkable way with many souls saved, churches started and
a Bible Institute that continues today under the leadership of
Ecuadorian pastors.
We will not know this side of Heaven the full impact of Mel and
Charlene Neill’s lives among the Ecuadorian believers. They
manifested a Christ-like spirit before the people and gave a good
example of working for the Lord. As long as the churches and
Bible Institute in Ecuador continue their ministry will continue.
A few years ago Mel and Charlene were forced to return to the
U. S. to live due to health needs but they continued making
frequent trips to Ecuador for evangelistic meetings and building
projects. They also began the WBF Bible Ministry through
which Bibles are sent to many missionaries and national pastors
around the world. The Bible ministry will continue under the
leadership of Bro. Dave Schembera and many more copies of
the Scriptures will be sent in the future.
One of Mel’s dreams was the completion of a dormitory building
for the Bible Institute in Santo Domingo, Ecuador. Dr. Ben
Langley is heading up a building project for this building and
it will be named the “Mel and Charlene Neill Dormitory”. This
building will be a great blessing to many Bible Institute students
in years to come.
If you would like to have a part in the construction of the
dormitory building you may send your contribution to the WBF
Mission Agency, P. O. Box 13459, Arlington, TX 76094. Be sure to
mark your offering “Ecuador Building Project” so we will know
that it is for the dormitory building.
Please pray much for Charlene as she struggles with Parkinson’s
Disease that the Lord will watch over her and provide her
needs. She will continue to need the support of their faithful
supporting churches in the future.

World Baptist Fellowship Fall Meeting
October 12-14th 2015
West Orlando Baptist Church
Ocoee, Florida
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Every
Missionary’s
Goal

Just
Thoughts

When a missionary plants an
indigenous mission church in a
foreign country the goals are threefold: (1) “self-supporting”; (2) selfDavid Schembera
governing; (3) and one day will be
Asst. Mission Director
self-propagating. Many times it
WBF Mission Agency
takes years to reach these goals;
however, even though these goals
may be very difficult to accomplish,
this is what each of the World Baptist
Fellowship Mission Family sets out
to accomplish. Depending upon
the culture and society of the people of the country makes it easier or
more difficult. Let’s look at each of these tasks, what these “selfs” mean.

In the beginning of a New Year
some of us are too stubborn to
make a resolution that is supposed
to impact our coming year. Not that
we don’t want to improve our lives
or grow in certain areas, but we just
have a fear of putting those goals
into words or telling someone what
they are. We’re afraid of failure.

I’ve decided that it all boils down to doing our best with our
unspoken goals. That’s all that our Father requires of us. We do
need goals or we’ll just be dragging along in last year’s tracks and
wondering why life is so dull.

WBF Mission Agency

1. Self-governing - The most difficult aspect of church planting is
many times the self-government. When a national church learns how
to govern itself, then the church will soon learn how to support itself
financially and propagate itself. Very few people groups in the world
live in a democratic society such as most Americans do. Most of the
people in foreign lands live in societies where politically, religiously
and personally, someone tells them what to do. Believers must learn
to make decisions for themselves (based on biblical principles) and to
learn to govern their own church. As soon as possible, the missionary
should encourage national believers to make decisions as to the
leadership and government of the church. Sometimes he will not agree
with their decisions, and if their decisions are not biblically wrong, the
missionary should not over-rule them. Young churches, as do young
children, learn some very valuable lessons from wrong decisions. All
church government should have Bible standards. The national believers
must have their own convictions and not just be in agreement with
the Missionary’s. National leadership should be encouraged well in
advance of the organization of the church. The Missionary should avoid
becoming so entrenched that the people will not accept a national as
Pastor. The missionary should withdraw little by little from the work
until the National Pastor is looked on as the spiritual leader rather than
the missionary.

We all need new things and challenges to keep our lives fresh
and be able to feel some sense of accomplishment. About five
years ago we were challenged to daily Bible reading following a
particular schedule. Our pastor found that many in our church
did not care for the format of the schedule. I, on the other hand,
thought it was really good.
For the past four years I have ordered the same booklet and still
think it is a fantastic way to read God’s word. I have a difficult
time reading Leviticus and Numbers continually until done but
reading a few chapters enhanced by some Psalms and Proverbs,
then some admonitions in the New Testament works very well for
me.
In the beginning of this method of reading I almost had to make
myself sit down and get it read. I much preferred just studying
some wonderful instructive passage. Then I quickly realized that
I’d not get each verse in scripture read if I did my reading that way.

2. Self-Propagating – This simply means to multiply itself. Put believers
to work; find something for them to do. He may not be able to teach a
class at first, or win a lost person to Christ, but eventually he will, and
he knows a lot of unsaved people. Teach them from the beginning that
the work is not just the missionary’s work but it is his work as well. It
has been said that it IS BETTER TO PUT TEN MEN TO WORK THAN TO DO
THE WORK OF TEN MEN. Teach the people that it is necessary to begin
new works from their church. This might be done by a family who lives
a considerable distance from the meeting place and starting a new work
with a Bible Study in their home. Many times as new works come into
existence, it becomes necessary to establish a Bible Institute for the
training of men and women to lead these services.

At the end of this last year it dawned on me that the early
morning time I had set aside to be sure I read every verse of God’s
Word during the year was more than a chore. It was a blessed
informative time that I had begun many months back to look
forward to.
I cannot say that I understand all I read. Sometimes what I read
is a little less than exciting. I tell myself every word in scripture
is there for a reason. Each year I try to glean a little more in the
difficult areas to understand.
The way my mind runs and reasons I can see the most curious
things in the stories of the Old Testament and parables of the
New Testament.

3. Self-Supporting - The biblical basis of self-supporting is the
obedience of God’s people in the giving of their tithes and offerings to
the Lord. No matter how poor, the Christian can tithe. The tithe may
be fruits of the field: corn, beans, chickens, eggs or any other “fruit”
the family is involved in. Until the believer learns to support the work,
he will not really learn to love the work. There are some reasons for
establishing a self-supporting church: (1) It is Biblical…there is nothing
found in Scripture that teaches that anyone other than the local church
is obligated to pay the costs of carrying on the ministry of that local
church. (2) It is logical…A congregation of dedicated believers can
support their local work on their economic level.

I have found each year when I get to the end of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John that I find tears rolling down my cheeks when I
read of the crucifixion of my Savior. And to think He did that for
me. Praise God those Gospels do not end with the crucifixion but
with the resurrection and our commission.

Continue on page 14
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How precious and wonderful is God’s Word!
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TRI-STATE FELLOWSHIP MEETING

Many Flaws, One Solution
by Katrina Seller

By K C Crum

Have you ever wished you were a better spouse, better parent,
or better friend? How about a better Christian, one who truly loves
unconditionally or shares Christ with everyone they meet? In my
Christian walk there are days when I feel I can never measure up to
all that is expected of me. You see, I am a “fix it” kind of person, one
who when I see an area of my life that needs improvement I rapidly
contemplate how I can best take care of the issue. The only problem with
that is that I find there are so many areas where I fall short that I then
become overwhelmed with all the spinning plates of self-improvement.
I desire do to be a loving spouse, a nurturing parent, and a caring friend.
I want to be better at offering grace instead of displaying a judgmental
spirit. I want to be faithful in all things. I want my life to be marked with
joy and thankfulness. I desire to live righteously. But there are days that I
fall short of some or all of these things and then guilt enters in and I can
live in that guilt until depression settles in because the bad news is that
in my own humanly flawed state I will never be able to live out all these
God honoring expectations, especially not all at the same time.
The good news is that I don’t have to. I can hand over all my
inadequacies to Jesus because He has already done the work for me
and you! By accepting his gift of forgiveness, Romans tells us that
we are declared righteous before the Father because of Jesus’ perfect
sacrifice. What a pressure relief that is. When we are ate up with guilt
and overwhelmed with the desire to do and be everything to everybody
know that your right standing with God does not depend on your
works but on the blood of Jesus, who is the perfect sacrifice and can
be everything to everybody. All I have to do to display all these traits
of righteousness is to humbly come before the throne, acknowledging
my sin and my dependency on Him, and spend time in communication
with Him through Bible study and prayer. Not twelve Christian selfimprovement plans but one heart of devotion. Spending time with Him
in Bible study and prayer gives Him the heart He needs to cultivate the
rest of the fruit of the spirit in me. I am so thankful that He simplifies all
my to-do lists and self-help plans into one daily solution that will work
on all my shortcomings. Now I pray I have the heart of devotion to follow
through.

The WBF Tri-State Fellowship met in Pace Florida on January 29 & 30,
hosted by the Bible Baptist Church, and Pastor Danny Brook. The
meeting was attended by pastors and missionaries and their spouses
from Florida, Georgia and Alabama. It was encouraging to have many
of the Arlington Baptist College and World Baptist Fellowship Missions
board members in attendance as well.
Thursday morning started our two days of fellowship and encouragement
with messages by veteran missionary, Marty Starling, (Mexico & Starke,
FL); retired, but still active, Pastor John O’Neil from Norman Park, GA;
and Pastor Glen Anderson of the Pensacola Baptist Temple.
Our speaker Thursday evening was Dr. D.L. Moody from Arlington, TX. Dr.
Moody brought a tremendous message about “Bragging on Jesus” from
Revelation chapter 1. We were also treated to uplifting congregational
and special music that was a blessing to each one in attendance.
Friday morning brought more biblical messages by WBF mission director
Tommy Raley, deputation missionary C.D. Smith, and Pastor Henry Lewis
from the Community Baptist Church in Pensacola.
A special offering was received for the Ecuador Bible Institute building
project. The purpose of this project is to complete a dormitory at the
Bible Institute in Santo Domingo, Ecuador. The building will be named
the Mel and Charlene Neill Dormitory in honor of these dear folks who
worked so long in Ecuador. If you would like to have a part in this
project, please send your offering to the WBF Mission Office marked,
“Ecuador Building Fund”.
The kind folks at Bible Baptist did an outstanding job of providing for the
needs of the pastors, missionaries and other attendees at the meeting.
The food was superb, the music was outstanding, and the fellowship
sweet.
Our next Tri-State meeting will be held March 26th & 27th at the Faith
Baptist Church (formerly Grand Highway Baptist) of Clermont Florida,
at their new location. The address is 14745 Johns Lake Rd, Clermont.
Pastor Joel Shackelford extends an invitation for all to attend.

Romans 8:1-4
“1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death. 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Maintaining Focus
by Josh Moody

The answer is maintaining our focus: Faithful Obedience Conquers
Uncertain Scenarios. Throughout the journey there will be several times
where the next steps are clouded in uncertainty and may lead to places
you and few others have ever been before. It is during these times that
our faith must become our sight, and where our fear must be overcome
by our trust in the protection of God to guide our footsteps. The next
time you are faced with an uncertain scenario, or if the next step looks
just as fuzzy as line 9 on the eye chart, remember the encouragement
given to us by the writer of Hebrews, to continually be, “Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2

“D. E. F. P? O. T? E. C.” Excellent! Now let’s try line 9. “Ummm… I’m not
sure doc, it’s a little too fuzzy.” Sound familiar? Thankfully, I have been
blessed with good eyesight, and have not yet had the need for contacts
or glasses. My wife however, has not had such luck. When the glasses
are off, or the contacts are out, the world around her turns into one of
those crazy, rotating, kaleidoscopes you can buy at the gift shop at an
amusement park. Eyesight is a very precious commodity. If it was not
important to us, we would not spend hundreds, sometimes thousands
of dollars to purchase corrective means of allowing us to maintain it. My
question for us today though is not “how’s our eyesight?” Instead, the
question is “how’s our vision?”
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Numerous times throughout scripture, God spoke to his
followers through visions and dreams. How fitting is it that when God
wanted to convey a very important message to mankind, He did it while
their eyes were closed. If we are not careful, we can get so caught up in
the distractions of life and all there is to see around us, that we quickly
lose sight of the vision and goals God has for us to achieve. God’s perfect
garden and ideal relationship with man was destroyed in only three
chapters, when in Genesis 3:6, we read, “And when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and it was pleasant to the eyes…she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband
with her, and he did it.” Everything Adam and Eve had experienced and
ever known changed in the blink of an eye. The subtle suggestion of
Satan and moment of letting eyesight overtake vision altered man’s
relationship with God forever. Thankfully, the rest of the book points
to the redemption that is made available through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. As we walk through this corrupt and often, not so subtle world,
how can we make sure that our physical sight does not hinder our
ability to successfully fulfill the vision that God has for our lives?
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Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UDE NT S E C TION

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

Ministry Madness

Christian servants. It’s important to invest in EVERY student
who walks in to your ministry. Check out 3 & 4 to see why!

As an avid sports fan, this time of year is exciting for meMarch Madness time. The tournament of all tournaments.
The tournament where legends are born & movie scripts
are written. Living in Indiana (The Basketball capital of
America) has only enhanced the excitement of March
Madness for me. What makes this tournament so exciting
is that it is almost as if all current team win/loss records no
longer matter. Anything can happen to any team. If a lowerseeded team gets on a roll, the next thing you know they
could be in the Final Four! If a higher-seeded team gets
too complacent, they can be ousted in the first or second
round, going home sooner than anyone would’ve thought.
Here are a few thoughts I have observed over my many,
many… many, hours of watching the NCAA tournament in
my life time:

3.
There will be a “Cinderella” team- A “Cinderella” team is a
surprise team that makes a run in the tournament when
nobody thought they would; they exceed expectations.
You will have students who surprise you. Students who
shock even their parents by making a run towards God that
fills them with peace & purpose. These students are fun to
watch!

1.
It’s not how you start, it’s how you finish- Some of the best
“comebacks” in sports history have happened during the
March Madness tournament. Teams who start off sluggish
in the first half, can fight their way back to overcome the
deficit and end up winning the game! In ministry, there will
be seasons where things are sluggish. Times when nothing
seems to fall the right way. But don’t give up… It’s not how
you start, it’s how you finish!

4.
There will be “bracket busters”- “Bracket Buster’s” are teams
who were supposed to make it, but end up losing early
in the tournament. Unfortunately, there will be students
who you spend countless hours investing in them, but will
eventually let you down and walk away from their faith. It’s
shocking and crushing to see this happen.
In the Ministry Madness, all sorts of crazy, unpredictable
things happen. Here’s the truth- We cannot hinge ourselves
on the outcome of our students lives. A coach cannot hang
everything on one game, tournament, or season. The reason
is because there will always be another game; another
season. There will always be another “team” of students for
us to pour our hearts/lives in to. Keep your head up and
keep grinding. And remember, there is no “off-season”.

2.
It’s nearly impossible to get it all right- Predicting the
perfect bracket (winners & losers for each game) is nearly
impossible to do because you never know what will happen
in each game… Thus, trying to predict which students will
make it spiritually and which will not is nearly impossible.
I’ve seen some great students end up spiritually dead &
I’ve seen some rough students who turned out to be great
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• Be professional.   The ministry is not a competition, but how you
present yourself, your family, your ministry, your technology, etc.,
speaks volumes about your character, work ethic, passion, priorities,
and standards. It is impossible not to compare one presentation, letter,
packet, DVD, or website with the other dozen you just saw that week!
We know you can’t do it all, and may lack skills or resources, but it is
worth sacrificing to pay someone who can do things professionally,
according to updated standards of communication. Also, be mindful
of your physical appearance. You may not have designer clothes, but
you can be well-groomed and wear clothes that are ironed and that
fit. I believe that some of these areas are ones where you should seek
assistance from your sending church (you also represent them).

THE MISSIONS CORNER
Practical Advice for
Missionaries and
Pastors
Part 1

• Show your heart.  As you present your ministry in churches, remember
that geography, cultural descriptions, and statistics can be helpful,
but in a limited way. People need to see your heart, hear your voice,
catch your passion. Stories of changed lives are also powerful, but try
to choose just one or two that represent the many things that God has
done. Don’t overwhelm the congregation. Let them see your heart!

Rick Washburn Jr.

Pastor
Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

• Think before you post.  Everyone sees what you put online, including
pastors and church members of the churches you visit on deputation
and furlough. It may have its consequences. A word to the wise...

By God’s grace, He has allowed my wife and I to serve in
vocational ministry for over 18 years. Our first eleven years
were devoted to world missions as church planters in two countries,
two continents, two cultures (Colombia and Spain). From there God has
transitioned me to pastor a missions-driven church for the past seven
years. It was not just any church. It was my family’s sending church, and
that of my parents. When it comes to ministry, you could say I have been
on “both sides of the fence.”
In preparation for a recent conference, I was asked to write
down what I would say to missionaries, after having served these years
as a pastor in the United States, and what I would say to pastors, having
been a missionary myself. What advice could be shared? What insights
might be helpful? Let me put these thoughts into a brief, bulleted letter
to each of these two groups of the Lord’s servants. I will begin with
some thoughts for missionaries, and in Part 2, I will conclude with some
thoughts for fellow pastors.

In Part 2 I will share some practical thoughts with my fellow pastors.
But the bottom line is this: try to look at things from the “other side’s”
perspective. Try to put yourself in their shoes

The Chicago Team

Dear missionary:

WBF Mission Agency

• When you contact a pastor for prospective support and scheduling,
guard yourself from the expectation of an immediate reply. Pastors
often receive close to a dozen contacts (through e-mail, phone calls,
and mailed packets) every week, all seeking support and wanting to
present their ministry. Answering every phone call personally could put
tremendous stress on their weekly responsibilities. It has nothing to do
with their heart; just the practical challenges of ministry.
• Please understand how hard it is to say no.  Pastors may avoid speaking
directly to missionaries because it is so emotionally difficult to have to
turn them down, to say “we can’t,” or “it’s not what we feel God has for
us.” We know your ministry is important and valid, and it kills us to have
to say no.
• Be courteous at all times.  Especially after a rejection, or when speaking
about other pastors and churches, or when inconvenienced by
something, or ... (you get the picture). Nothing turns off a prospective
supporting pastor than a missionary who is rude, or lacking tact and
common courtesy.
• On a similar note, have a positive outlook and attitude.  I get it: you are
exhausted, drained, and perhaps discouraged about things you have
been through. But don’t carry that negativity into churches with you,
into your conversations, or into your comments from the pulpit. And if
there’s a lot of negativity in the car or on the road, don’t be surprised if
it bleeds over to the kids’ attitudes and behavior (I have certainly been
guilty of this!). If asked specific questions, be honest and helpful, but
not in a way that is critical or negative. Your attitude can inspire … or
discourage.
• Don’t have an “entitlement” attitude.  It does not settle well to us pastors
when a missionary seems ungrateful or unappreciative for what is done
for them. Sometimes it is the best we can do. The lodging may not be
what you expected, the love offering may be small, the meals may be
repetitive, but just being allowed to share your heart and passion with
God’s people is a privilege! God will take care of you, even when some
churches may be limited.
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News
From
The
Regions
Beyond
“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35
Tim and Betty Hawkins – Brazil

James and Melissa Mitchell – England

We have one of our Bible Institute
graduates scheduled to be ordained on
February 7. I made a 500 mile trip up the
Rio Negro River. It was a great time with
believers coming from down the river and
up the river; and it was wonderful. We will
resume Bible Institute classes on March 9
and are expecting a lot of new students
this trimester. Betty’s follow-up exams on
her cancer were normal, Praise the Lord.
Thank you for your faithfulness as we
serve Him together.

Our seven children are growing
up so fast and they are using
their gifts and talents given
by the Lord as opportunities
arise. We are witnessing to
our neighbors but with much
opposition. I met a man in a
store and witnessed to him. He
said he was a Christian but had
been out of church for a while.
He asked for several church invitations and said he would give them
to people that came to his store. A few weeks later, this man named
Alex gave out many invitations. Three people came to services
whom this man invited. Alex needs to get back in fellowship with the
Lord, but we are thankful for his witness as well. God is so good and
blesses us when we least expect it.

John and Lynn Cunningham – Dominican Republic
We enjoy serving with the Mota family
in the Ramon Santana work and helping
to bring the Good News of Christ to
the people of this small town. We look
forward to being used more as our
Spanish improves and opportunities
arise. We pray that many of you will
come to visit us and we can show you
the ministry close up and personal.
Because He came, we must GO.

Andy and Linda Briggs – Latvia
Linda is doing a fantastic job with
the “home schooling”; however,
doing well is one thing, but she
has had to re-learn chemistry. It
is a real challenge for all…we
need your prayers. Our family is
all together for now. Emily was in
Spain completing her freshman
year of college online. This has
allowed her to help our missionary friends, the Rose family, in their
ministry. Hopefully she had a unique experience and we look forward
to her spending some time here helping in our ministry, and Kelsy Rose
is planning to help in the ministry here. We baptized two believers in the
Baltic Sea. This is the first time we traveled seaside for a baptism, but all
went well. We had a couple of follow-up meetings with the youth group
from camp that was held this summer. The first meeting was not so well
attended, but the second time was better than the first. Pray for more
souls to be saved and that these young people will grow in their faith and
knowledge of the Lord. Some of our believers here in Latvia are going
through difficult circumstances and we ask for your prayers for these
believers and for me to minister most effectively in the work here. God
bless you; I Corinthians 16:13 “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong.”

Terry and Gloria McClure – Palau (Micronesia)
Yes we do live on a tropical island, and
YES, we fish all the time. A man just
walked by our adult class window
heading toward the children’s Sunday
School classroom with a 6 foot tall blue
and green “CHARLIE THE TUNA” fish.
This teacher was in a full body costume
they had borrowed from a government
advertising agency. Wow! That was
really neat object lesson for sure. The
teaching and training of new teachers
is catching on. There are so many ways
to bring an interesting lesson to the children and using whatever is
interesting to the kids. God bless you this New Year as we reach out to
reach the next generation.

Marty and Jessie Starling – Mexico & U.S. Hispanics

Corey and Lori Meier – Brazil

Last fall we were very excited to travel to Huachichil,
Mexico where I spoke at the Anniversary Service.
Looking back over our ministry, we are thankful
for many men and women who continue on in
the works we began many years ago in Peru and
Mexico. Please pray for the Hispanic Ministry we
are involved in now in Florida. It is slower than
we would like, we ask you to pray for us and the
people to whom we invite, witness, teach, preach
and minister. Thank you for your love and concern
for lost of the world.

We have been in 20 churches so far, three
of these were mission conferences, and we
have raised about 10% of our support. We
have met a lot of new people. The Lord has
given us safety as we travel and we are very
thankful for that. Please keep us in your
prayers for the Lord to open up doors for us
to present our burden.

11

For more missionary news visit www.wbfi.net
The Fundamentalist / Spring 2015

2015

Continue from page 2

pray and to read His Word. Pray for yourself and for your family
and for people around you. Pray for your church, and for the
missionaries.

of even one day more to live. In fact, the Bible tells us not to count on
tomorrow because tomorrow may not come for you or for me. All we
have is right now. So our time on this earth is valuable because it is
very limited.

Don’t forget to spend time with your family. Every husband
ought to have a date night with his wife. Men you need a time
when just the two of you get away and don’t have anything else
to interfere. No beepers, no cell phones, no interruptions, and
you can just talk. And don’t forget the kids; they’re growing
up ever so fast. These are precious moments. Don’t let them
get away. Make sure that you spend quality time with your
children. Make sure that your family is very high on the list.

MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY
Paul tells us that we must make the most of every opportunity. And he
gives a reason, “because the days are evil.” Paul writes “…redeeming
the time.” Jesus said that Satan is a robber, and one of the things
he tries to rob from us is our time, because time is a very precious
possession. Just think of the time wasted in sinning. Think of the time
wasted in bars or in gambling casinos or in shallow affairs. Think of the
time wasted in gossiping or spreading rumors. Or think about all the
time wasted worrying about the consequences of past sins we have
committed. Satan is a thief and a robber!

		 Marantha, establish your priorities for 2015!

But it is not just sin that makes demands on our time. Sometimes even
good things can make demands. Jesus went to the home of Mary and
Martha and Lazarus, where He sat down to teach, and Mary sat at His
feet just soaking in every word. Meanwhile, Martha was out in the
kitchen preparing dinner.

Thank You
My family and I, along with our ministry and Baptist churches
want to thank Pastor Henry Lewis and the Global Bible Ministry
for the tremendous sacrifice in getting this container of Bibles
and bible material to us here in Belém Brazil. The churches have
been waiting a long time for this material and praise God for it.
May the Lord richly bless you and your ministry.

Now, you know the story. It is found in Luke 10:40-42. Was Martha
committing a sin by fixing a meal in the kitchen? No, of course not! But
here’s the problem. She was so preoccupied with what she was doing
that she didn’t realize that God was in her living room. That’s the same
mistake you and I make almost every day. We get so caught up in the
here and now that we fail to deal with the eternal, the things that will
last forever and ever.

John Horton

Richard Swenson, a medical doctor, wrote a book in which he
discusses one of the major maladies of our time, anxiety and stress.
He calls it “overload,” and says that people are just plain overloaded.
We’re overloaded with commitments. We’re also overloaded with
possessions. We have an overload in the area of work. There is also an
information overload. We could go on and on, but you get the picture.
There are so many demands on our time, so many good things that
need to be done. But there are just 8,760 hours in this year, and we’ve
already used a portion of them. We do want to make the most of every
opportunity, so what are we to do?

UNDERSTAND WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS
Paul tells us, “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding
what the will of the Lord is.” What do you think God’s will is
for you in this New Year? Do you think He wants your mind
so saturated with worries and anxieties that you can’t think
spiritual thoughts? Do you think He wants your calendar so
crowded that you don’t have time for the important things?
What do you think God’s will is for you this year?

WORLD BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday morning, May 1st

The tournament will be a four-man best ball scramble format. Please
contact Mike Evans at RevMikeEv1@sbcglobal.net . If you are putting
together a team, please indicate in the e-mail and if possible give their
names and a contact phone number for at least one member of your
team. All single entries will be placed on teams.

May I offer a couple of suggestions for you to consider. First
of all, establish your priorities. I’m assuming that that you
believe God should be a part of your life. But when you begin
to establish priorities, you have to decide just where He stands
in your life. So ask yourself, “Who or what is most important in
my life?” I’m hoping that your answer will be, “My relationship
with God, through Jesus Christ, is most important to me.” If so,
then put that at the top of your list of priorities: My relationship
with God through Jesus Christ, will affect my decisions, my
scheduling, my relationship with others, and my whole outlook
on life.

The course is yet to be confirmed so it is extremely important that you
include contact information so that we can keep you updated as to
where and what the cost will be.
Plan now to join us for a day of fellowship, food, and friendly competition.

ALUMNI AND FRIENDS LUNCHEON

Thursday, April 30th Right After Morning Session
We received such positive feedback from the Alumni and Friend’s
Luncheons that we want to provide the same type venue again this year.
The restaurants have not all been confirmed so we will be sending that
information via e-mail or phone as soon as possible.

This being the case when Sunday rolls around neither rain nor
shine nor football kickoffs will interfere with your being in
church, because He comes first in your life. You’ll worship the
Lord and nothing will interfere with that.
A good start is to schedule some definite time each day to
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Make plans NOW to join us Thursday at noon for a great time of
fellowship. If you’re not there, we’ll probably talk about you! Seriously,
I hope you will join us.
Mike Evans

ENHANCERS

To Him Be Glory Forever

By Woody Cash

From mankind’s beginning, God has given an ordained task to
enhance those institutions with which each of us has become
divinely affiliated. Prior to Adam’s fall, God had placed him in a
perfect garden with the charge to dress it and to keep it. Eden is
not among the institutions where God has placed us. Yet there
are many unto which we have an appointed task. Primary to us
is the institution of marriage. Our individual local congregations
are instituted by our Lord. Additionally we should include our
communities as well as our government. To enhance conveys any
and all actions that have the result of: to make greater as in value,
attractiveness, etc; and to improve, augment, etc.

By Barbara Wimm

What an unusual Thanksgiving Day for
me this year! I spent 15 hours traveling to
the west coast of Mexico by air to visit the
Mayo work. What a long day, but surely
better than the 3 days it took to drive there
for many years. I stayed in a little house by
a canal with Rosa and her husband. Years
ago she had lived with me, helping with
all the work.

The next day we traveled to Tabelojeca on a paved road for a
wedding. My memory was stirred with all the times I had driven that
dangerous road of dirt and rock in the dark, one time getting stuck
on a muddy incline with the van full of woman. I thanked the Lord
that they now have pavement!

Admirably, one desires the success of the family, and will do those
efforts to enhance it. We try for our children to “have it better
than we did”. Within our churches, membership would anticipate
participation in those ministries that enhance the relevance of
the local assembly. Collectively, a mutual effort to enhance our
Associations and Agencies will be made. Such participation falters
if it is only token in its magnitude or limited in its scope. Those who
rise to the task are well described as ENHANCERS.

After the wedding, some 400 plates of food were served outdoors
in the night with 10 young men playing guitars and singing. The
“rondalla” was beautiful. I remembered when many of them were
born; my mind was put to the test with dear friends of many years
coming to greet me.

Relative to Arlington Baptist College as an Institution which God
continues to bless for now more than seventy-five years, notice can
well be given to a sampling of those individuals who well qualify as
enhancers. Certainly, our history is replete with stalwart examples
of Enhancers. In this era of continued progress there are notable
illustrations of enhancement. Without any attempt to rank them,
please applaud with me the following Enhancers:

The next day we celebrated the 4th anniversary of the church Rosa’s
husband pastors in San Miguel, a work begun several years ago by
the Byrom Martin family. The two men who preached had traveled
by train across the mountains to join us. They’ve been special friends
since they were saved in the teen years back in the Tarahumara
area. Ruben has been pastoring many years in Chihuaha, caring for
orphans as part of the work. Both men helped us in the early days
of the Mayo work.

• Dr. Lloyd Meyer – landscaping of campus
• Mark Ogle – numerous painting of J. Frank Norris Memorial Auditorium’s
exterior

• Jay McGaughy – iron work railings around campus
• Homer and Omer Ritchie – historical artifacts
• Jimmy and Deborah Clark – interior painting of Gymnatorium
• Al Janey – major contribution of books to the Earl K. Oldham Library
• Lee Futcher – modernization of Gymnatorium lighting

Another special blessing in San Miguel was an elderly man missing
both legs who had traveled several miles in a wheelchair to be with
us. I told him all that exercise was making very strong arms. He did
nothing but rejoice the whole time he was with us.
At an evening meeting in Higueras, we sang joyfully in the Mayo
language, were challenged by one of our great preachers, and
enjoyed tamales made by the members.

In addition, at the Spring Semester Awards Chapel, multiple
scholarships and monetary recognitions are presented, most of
them as established memorials. Not all of the enhancement is
tangible. Your earnest prayers for the students, faculty, and staff of
ABC constitute a much needed and highly valued enhancing action.
Truly, “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.” -- and enhances much! Financial enhancement is an ever
present challenge to all institutions. Yet, where the heart is, the
treasure will be also. A song states it well: “Little is much when God
is in it.” The heartfelt gift enhances no matter its amount.

The following day we traveled quite a distance to the fishing village
of Jitzamuri where we enjoyed a delicious meal of turtle soup, fried
manta ray, and shrimp. It was hard for me to believe how delicious
that meal was. They then took us to see where they’re replacing
their little wooden church with a new building by the water’s edge.
I remembered my Lisa teaching a class of children there back some
35 years ago.

Consider also, one other action that enhances – personal presence.
In the home, it is sad if there is an absent parent. In the church –
attendance enhances. Absenteeism at the voting booth fails
to enhance. An impactful enhancement to visiting Pastors and
students alike is the visible presence of each attendee to the annual
on-campus meeting of the World Baptist Fellowship. Each person’s
presence at this Year’s Hilltop Conference will greatly enhance.
Recently the Fundamentalist encouraged us all to “become
identifiable to all as a proud Patriot “. May we all be encouraged to
become a faithful ENHANCER of the WBF and of Arlington Baptist
College. May it be said of us each and everyone: “Well done, thou
good and faithful . . .” ENHANCER. See you soon!

Institute graduation day had arrived, one of the reasons I was asked
several times to make the trip. The campground was full of believers
from the seven churches to join in the celebration. At the end of
the program, they presented me with a plaque from the Institute
and then another one by all the churches for the years the Lord had
given me there with them after Ralph’s passing.
The trip ended with a special blessing during the layover in Mexico
City. There in their colorful dress sat three Tarahumara women, far
from their mountain homes. As I greeted them in their language,
it was pure joy to see the look on their faces. I had now been taken
back some 40 years to the beginning of our missionary journey. “For
of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be
glory for ever.” Romans 11:36
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Just a couple of years ago we made the decision to move the dates for our
annual May Fellowship Meeting to two weeks earlier than normal. The idea
was that it gets the dates of the meeting away from Mother’s Day Weekend
and high school graduation involvements. It seems to be working rather
well and accommodating to pastors and church staff that need to travel in
for the meeting.

“Every Missionary’s Goal”

However, this change takes the dates of the meeting out of the month of
May and puts it at the end of April. To continue to refer to this meeting as
“May Fellowship” would be misleading and confusing. A new name for the
conference has been adopted … “Hilltop Conference…Spring Meeting of
the World Baptist Fellowship.” Be assured that the name-change does not
mean a change of identification of the conference with all of its historical
background – it remains the annual spring meeting of the World Baptist
Fellowship; it continues to meet on the campus of Arlington Baptist College;
it continues to spotlight the ministry of Arlington Baptist College; all that is
changing is the name…because it is not in May anymore. Mark your calendar
and make plans on joining us for this outstanding week of fellowship.
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(3) It is beneficial for spiritual growth. In Matthew 6:21 Jesus says
“Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” It is very
unlikely that a church that does not become self-supporting will
ever become self governing or self-propagating.
National leadership is so vitally important from the very
beginning. If the work is going to go on; progress in every
area, and if the church is to become a completely indigenous
church, then the “SELFS” are vital. May God receive honor
and glory from each area of church planting.
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