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THE STEWARDSHIP OF
THE GOSPEL
Distinguished as the oldest and
perhaps the most treasured
trophy annually awarded, is
the National Hockey League’s
Stanley Cup. One of the unique
things about the Stanley Cup
is that the championship team
Mark Dallalio
is allotted 100 days during the
1st Vice President
off-season to pass around the
Cup. In 1995, the New Jersey
Devils used the allotment of 100 days to start a tradition
that allowed each member of the winning team to retain the
Cup for one day. However, after that season the NHL made
it mandatory that the Cup be accompanied by at least one
representative from the Hockey Hall of Fame. It was noted
that this additional step of custody may have been related
to how some of the players handled the cup while in their
possession. For instance, after the 1994 win by the New
York Rangers, Eddie Olczyk brought the Cup to the Belmont
Stakes, where Kentucky Derby winner, Go for Gin, ate out of
it. Three players allowed their dogs to eat from the Cup and
others used it to baptize their children.

As Paul began to turn down the home stretch of his earthly
pilgrimage, he sought to shore up the integrity and legacy
of the gospel through those who would come after him. In
the case with Timothy, Paul reminded him that the gospel
must be stewarded with utmost care. What is this priceless
treasure we call the gospel? Sadly, when it comes to the
gospel, many who attend church regularly cannot articulate a
clear understanding of what the gospel is to even know what
they are to steward. So, what is the Gospel? In a nutshell, the
gospel declares man a sinner of such profound depth that he
cannot redeem himself. But Jesus Christ came into the world,
God in human flesh, died on the cross, was raised the third
day for our justification so that by grace through faith we
can be forgiven of our sin. Everything we teach and preach
must be vetted through the filter of this gospel message, also
known as biblical theology. It was this priceless treasure that
Paul said was “committed to my trust” (1:11). In his closing
words to Timothy in his first epistle, Paul then turns to his
protégé and says, “O Timothy, keep that which committed to
thy trust” (1 Timothy 6:20).
Finally, in his farewell address, the apostle Paul closed out the
last of his inspired writings with a reiteration of this gospel
stewardship. Paul encouraged Timothy, who was tittering
on withdrawal, to “hold fast the form of sound words, which
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the
Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us” (2 Timothy 1:13-14). Paul was
helping Timothy understand that, from a human standpoint,
stewarding the integrity and the legacy of the gospel was of
supreme importance. Like a relay race, Paul was handing off
the gospel baton to Timothy with the understanding that he
must do the same. Listen to Paul’s words: “And the things you
have heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2
Timothy 2:2).

The privilege of having the Stanley Cup in possession for one
day is an extremely important stewardship. This stewardship
was of such significance that, because of perceived abuses,
the National Hockey League attached a personal steward
to the trophy to insure its proper treatment. Such makes a
bold statement to the esteemed value associated with that
symbol of victory, the handling of which is one of privilege
and serious responsibility.
Consider something you have borrowed from someone that
you knew was of great value to them. I would surmise that
you sought to safeguard that possession more than if it were
your own. So here is my question. Do we feel the same way
when it comes to the stewardship of the gospel that has been
entrusted into our care? An overview of Paul’s ministry will
reveal the intense compulsion the apostle Paul felt toward
the stewardship of the gospel. We observe how he ardently
defended the gospel before the Jerusalem council in Acts
15. On numerous occasions he risked his life for the gospel’s
sake by enduring beatings, shipwrecks, imprisonments (2
Corinthians 11). He stood before kings and potentates to
boldly declare the gospel (Acts 23-26). He confronted the
great apostle Peter publicly for absconding integrity to the
gospel (Galatians 2). Furthermore, throughout the pastoral
epistles he passionately calls on his understudies to continue
faithfully and passionately stewarding the integrity and
legacy of the gospel.

Here in the 21st century we stand as testimony to the faithful
heritage of this stewardship. But what about the next
generation? Consider this hypothesis. If the integrity and
legacy of the gospel solely depended upon you or me, would
the gospel be carefully secured in the next generations? As
recipients of grace, we are entrusted with the stewardship
of the gospel. Is it safe with you? Since nothing is of more
value, may we passionately seek to ensure the safekeeping
of the gospel to the next generation. And why not? If the
gospel is truly the crown jewel of God’s glory, we would be
grossly negligent to fail to be faithful stewards of it.
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ABU ANNOUNCEMENT

Arlington Baptist University was founded over 80 years ago as an
Independent Baptist Seminary for the purpose of training men
and women for the ministry. Since its founding, it has used and
stood behind one version of the Bible, the King James Version.
Throughout its existence, ABU has trained many successful pastors,
missionaries, youth ministers, worship leaders, educators, and
many other Christians for ministry. Many lives have been changed
due to Arlington Baptist University’s ministries. I am one of those
people! My goal for the future of the university is to stand firm with
the foundation, history, and intentions of the original purpose.
We have the advantage of having a uniqueness that will draw a
particular student base.

The Arlington Baptist University Board of Directors has elected
Clifton McDaniel as the school’s tenth president. McDaniel has
served as the university’s Interim President for the past year. Prior
to being named interim, he had served as a vice-president.
During his tenure as interim, the university has seen a significant
increase in enrollment and there have been many needed
upgrades to the historical campus. McDaniel has overseen
numerous operational and policy changes in academics, student
life, and chapel. Most notably, he has partnered ABU with Green
Oaks Life Prep Academy.

As a member of Temple Baptist Church, under the leadership of
Mike Evans, I was recruited by Clark Bosher to attend Arlington
Baptist College in 1996. My time as a student gave me an extreme
love and passion for the campus and the school, as well as the KJV
Bible and the World Baptist Fellowship. I am a 2000 graduate and
valedictorian of ABC. Upon graduation, I entered the education field
as a teacher and coach. I have 19 years of experience in education
in public and private schools. It was in 2009 that I returned to ABU.
I had personal experience and witnessed how the school changed
students’ lives. I wanted to build and expand on what the university
had been doing for the past 80 years. My vision is still yet to be
seen, and my desire is to have a larger role in continuing the strong
legacy. The athletic department that we have built is just a small
step for the university. My desire from day one has ALWAYS been
for the entire university to flourish even beyond what has been
accomplished in the athletic department. As the person that God
has called to lead ABU into the future, I take great pride in who I
have become through Christ’s role in my family and the history I
have at ABU. I am unequivocally Baptist! Just as important for ABU,
I am an educator and have a sense for business.

Clifton graduated highest in his ABU Class of 2000. He received
his master’s degree in Educational Leadership from ABU in 2013.
He spent nine years in public education before returning to his
alma mater to relaunch the school’s athletic program as the
Director of Athletics.
For the past 10 years, under the leadership of McDaniel, the
school has seen its athletic department grow to over 100 athletes
in 8 sports. During his tenure, they have enjoyed 16 Regional
Championships and 21 National Championships. The athletic
department has produced numerous All-Americans and has
helped place many of its athletes in coaching roles throughout
the state.
Arlington Baptist’s Board Chairman, Lee Futcher said, “As Interim
President, Mr. McDaniel has demonstrated his love for the LORD
and the ability to lead Arlington Baptist University forward with
difficult decisions that were necessary. The significant increase
in enrollment is a direct reflection of his efforts to produce
‘World Changers’ with a Christian education. In the position as
President, he will be a leader that can impact many young lives in
a very positive way.”

As we wait for the return of our Lord, our society is at a critical time
in history, and our ministry is needed more than ever. Christians
MUST stand together to fight the enemy. Arlington Baptist
University can and will stand true to the Word of God. Our purpose
for training church and ministry leaders will not change as we
continue to grow the kingdom of God through evangelism. My
vision for our university is to embrace our identity and grow the
student population. Students need Christ in their lives, and they
need a place where they can be taught the Word of God so they
can be grounded in their faith. This is what created the love that I
have for ABU. STUDENTS will be the number one priority and we
will strive daily to create Worldchangers for God’s glory!

McDaniel’s résumé shows a proven leader in the business and
educational setting. He has served as a successful administrator
at the high school level, having served as the academic
department chair at Cedar Hill and Van Alstyne High Schools. He
also served as athletic administrator at Van Alstyne and Iredell
High Schools. McDaniel has also founded and runs a successful
business in Alvarado, Texas.
Clifton was saved under the preaching of JC House at the age
of 15 and has been a member of the World Baptist Fellowship
for 27 years. He has been happily married to his wife Kristi for
17 years, and they have two amazing boys, Preston (11), and
Tyson (6). They reside in Alvarado, Texas. His father, Ron, is also
a graduate of ABU, and his parents served as dorm parents for
a time. McDaniel has strong support from his family as they are
very close.

Please continue to pray earnestly for God’s will to be accomplished
on the hill. He has blessed us so much over the past year and clearly
has had His hand over ABU for many years.
In Christ,
Clifton McDaniel

Upon being named President of ABU, McDaniel said: “When God
led me to ABU in 1996, I held a deep appreciation for the way
that it grounded me in my faith. I had no idea that God would
lead full circle and lead me back in 2021 to help guide the
university into the future. The overwhelming need of the gospel,
and the discipleship of Christians is more important than ever.
Society is searching for a significance that can only be found in
a relationship with Jesus Christ. It is the greatest honor for me
that I have the opportunity to lead a university that stands true
to that mission.”
The Fundamentalist / Spring 2021

Clifton McDaniel
President
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Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UDE NT S E C TION

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood

16 years of student ministry experience

A Deep Dive into Depression - Part 1
Student Ministry is tough… we have a limited amount of
time with our students weekly, but oftentimes parents want
you to “fix” their teen or “straighten them out” even though
you only see them a couple of hours a week. To add to the
time challenge, many teens struggle to articulate clearly
what is going on in their minds and bodies… so if they
are dealing with something internally, it can be difficult
to decipher the real heart of the issue they are struggling
with. And for far too long in Christianity, I believe we have
tried to put “a bandaid on a bullet hole” when it comes to
many struggles teens deal with daily. I believe it’s time to
get serious about mental health issues and how we walk
with students who are fighting depression every day.
I think the first thing to know is the signs of depression.
I came across a few prominent signs of depression while
researching for this article:
Irritability or mood swings. When we think about
depression, we usually think about teens who mope
around looking sad. However, teens who are often
irritable or have extreme mood swings like being quick
to anger are many times teens dealing with depression.
We often overlook this sign of depression and chalk it up
as them just being a teenager.
Unexplained aches and pains. Depressed teens might
often talk about having headaches or stomachaches.
Obviously these things can be common, but if a teenager
is experiencing these often, I would recommend taking
them to a doctor. If no physical cause is determined, I
would then suspect this teen may be dealing with
depression.

parents or they feel the need to live up to a certain
standard. Even if they are meeting those standards, they
can feel empty inside.
Withdrawing from some, but not all people. Isolation is
a key sign of depression; however, even depressed teens
will hang on to a few friendships. Teens in today’s world
experience FOMO (Fear Of Missing Out). They see on social
media sites that friends are hanging out, and they feel left
out. Their response will be to purposefully withdraw from
people to take charge of the situation, acting as if they
really didn’t want to hang out with that person.
These are just a few signs that a teen is battling depression.
Honestly, I’m not sure we could even pinpoint every sign of
depression in teens. Satan is good at what he does. This is
why we are encouraged in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour.”
Student ministry is tough. We’re called to be sober and
vigilant (looking for the signs) to protect these students
from the roaring lion who is seeking to destroy their lives.
In the next article, we’ll talk more about what we can do to
help our students who are battling depression, but I’ll leave
you with this - I wholeheartedly believe 2 Timothy 3:16
when it says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.” I truly believe that God’s Word
has the answers for all of our problems in life, but we can’t
just throw a bandaid scripture verse at our students and tell
them to put it on the bullet hole of depression. We’ve got to
take them personally to the Master Physician for help.

Extreme sensitivity to criticism. Depressed teens
are plagued by feelings of worthlessness, making
them extremely vulnerable to criticism, rejection, and
failure. This is a particular problem for “over-achievers.”
Sometimes, teens feel the need to be “perfect” for their
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WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO TEACH
OTHERS ALSO?
One of the most thrilling aspects of missions is the propagation
of the gospel. It is mind-blowing to consider that the same
message preached by the local church over 2,000 years
ago continues to be spread throughout the world in 2021!
Despite the incalculable number of opposing false doctrines
and erroneous teachings, the pure gospel message is still
proclaimed across the world.
One of the basic strategies for the propagation of the gospel
through the local church is found in 2 Timothy 2:2. “And the
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also.” Recently, I had the privilege of witnessing how
this strategy has been carried out on the mission field. After
preaching for a Missions Conference in Ecuador via Zoom, I
heard one of the Ecuadorian pastors tell how he was impacted
by WBF missionaries Charles Bowen, Mel Neil, and David
Schembera many years ago when they preached in Ecuador.
Though all three of those servants are home with the Lord,
their impact lives on today.

World Baptist Fellowship

As I rejoiced over this testimony, I was prompted to consider
the last statement of 2 Timothy 2:2 as a question: “Who shall
be able to teach others also?” If the Lord tarries His coming,
I believe someone will indeed teach others also. But who will
it be? What are the identifying characteristics of the believer
who chooses to be the link in that unbroken chain for the
propagation of the gospel? While meditating on the context
of this passage, two identifying marks came to mind:
Those who are unashamed of the testimony given to them
In a time of persecution and perplexity, Paul exhorted Timothy,
“Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord,
nor of me his prisoner…” (2 Timothy 2:8). Paul’s testimony
had been questioned, slandered, and mocked by those who
opposed him. As often was the case, the voices of the critics
were the loudest. In order to be unashamed to be part of that
heritage and to be a “partaker of the afflictions” that came
with it, Timothy had to discern whether Paul’s testimony
was genuine according to God’s Word. As I have crossed
the threshold of “middle age,” I have begun to observe a
younger generation who is often conflicted about recognizing
and following those who have gone before them. Granted,
no servant of the Lord is perfect, and we must sometimes
learn what NOT to do from those who have gone before us (1
Corinthians 10:11). However, if those who have gone before
us truly followed Christ, we can learn from their testimony
(1 Corinthians 11:1). Chances are, there were moments they
intentionally left us a godly example for our profit (Hebrews
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13:17). Rather than question and criticize the servants of God
who have gone before us, we can glean the good and pick up
where they left off with the propagation of the gospel.
Those who are faithful with the message entrusted to them
If you are a Christian, the same message “once delivered unto
the saints” (Jude 1:3) was delivered to you, being entrusted
to one generation and then another. Concerning this most
precious and powerful gospel message, Paul charged Timothy,
“the same commit thou to faithful men” (emphasis mine).
Think of it for a moment: the same message Jesus brought to
this world – the same message Peter preached on the day of
Pentecost – the same message Paul preached in synagogues
and before government authorities – the same message
that has been preached in the local church through the ages
that is “the power of God unto salvation” is now committed
to the trust of this generation of believers. And only the
faithful will propagate that message. In Timothy’s day, that
word faithful (πιστός) was often used to refer to persons who
showed themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the
execution of commands, or the discharge of official duties.
The faithful were those who were willing to encounter any
opposition and endure any hardship for the fulfilling of their
responsibility. WHO will teach others also? The faithful, like
Charles Bowen, Mel Neil, David Schembera, and countless
others.
I am happy to declare that I am not ashamed of my godly
heritage that goes all the way back to Jesus, and all the way
forward to my Christian grandparents and parents and those
servants of the Lord who have invested their lives for my
benefit. I concur with Paul when I say “…I count not myself to
have apprehended…” But my heart’s desire is to be faithful,
so I might be able to teach others also. If the Lord tarries His
coming, will you be able to teach others also? WHO will be
the next missionary God uses
to impact lives beyond that
missionary’s physical life on
this earth? Surrender to God’s
call today and be a part of this
most thrilling opportunity!

Joey Bacon

Mission Director

WHEN GOD CALLS A MAN

Arlington Baptist College

During the invitation on a warm Sunday morning in August of 1969, William Horton and his wife Mary
went to the altar of the Trentman Ave. Baptist Church in Fort Worth, TX. There he told God, “If that’s what you
want me to do, Lord, that’s what I’ll do!” Then he surrendered to the call of God to preach. He followed the leading
of the Holy Spirit of God and left his full-time job at the Fort Worth Fire Department to enroll in the Bible Baptist
Seminary to prepare for the Gospel ministry.
Since he was 14 years old, Bill (William) had a burden for the people of Brazil. Then one evening in
February of 1970, as their three children, John, Kyron and Tanya, gazed on in curiosity, Bill and Mary placed a
6ft-by-6ft map of the country of Brazil on the living room floor in front of them and prayed as to what city God
would have them go. After intensely seeking God’s face together, Mary left the room, and Bill chose the city he
felt God was directing them to. He then left the room and Mom came in, and by God’s grace and direction, put
her finger on the same city that Bill had chosen in a country with a land mass larger than the continental United
States.  COINCIDENCE? NOT IN THE LEAST! 
In 1973, after having finished seminary and deputation, their local church sent this family of five to
northern Brazil to plant churches…all due to…the irresistible call of God upon the life of the man God had chosen.
And as they say…the rest is history. Many years later while my father was sharing these experiences with me
regarding God’s call on his life, he couldn’t recall exactly when, but that when he went down to the altar with my
mom that warm Sunday morning, he KNEW God had called him to preach!
Sometimes we are inclined to forget the deeply spiritual and supernatural touch of God. Through the 25
years of missionary experience God has given me and my wife as church planting missionaries, it has become my
personal opinion that if a man is able to tell exactly when and where he received the call of God and can explain
exactly how it happened, that I tend to question whether he has truly been called. The call of God is much more
supernatural. However quickly or slowly this awareness comes, it
is always accompanied with an underlying touch of the
supernatural— something that is inexpressible and produces a
“glow.” At any moment, the sudden awareness of this
incalculable, supernatural, surprising call that has taken hold of
your life may break through— “I chose you…” (John 15:16). You
are not called to preach the Gospel because you are sanctified; the
call of God has nothing to do with salvation and sanctification.
Paul describes it as a constraint that was placed upon him. If you
have ignored, and thereby removed, the great supernatural call of God in your life, look back through the
circumstances of your life. See where you have put your own ideas of service or your particular abilities ahead of
the call of God. Paul said, “…woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel!” He had become aware of the call of God,
and his compulsion to “preach the Gospel” was so strong that nothing else would deter, dissuade, dishearten or
distance him from his calling to preach “Jesus Christ and Him crucified”!
When a man is called of God, it doesn’t matter how difficult the circumstances may be. God orchestrates
all things for His purpose in the end. Surrender your will to God’s purpose, and He will bring not only your
conscious level but also all the deeper levels of your life, which you yourself cannot reach, into perfect harmony.

John Horton – WBFMA Executive Mission Director
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Open for Business
OPEN FOR BUSINESS: Outreaches to try during a pandemic.

Thousands of churches are still not able to meet in person
due to state law. Right or wrong, this is the reality. For months
now church leaders have been talking about what we cannot
do. I, for one, am extremely guilty of spending way too much
time thinking about and discussing with others what methods
we can no longer use to start churches. Instead, I should be
thinking about what we CAN do.

1. Outdoor Movie Night
-This is always a hit. Buy a simple screen, set up a projector in
your church parking lot, lawn, or possibly a park, and invite the
neighbors. Something fun for the whole family and something
your church members will love to invite their friends to. Plus,
everyone can remain socially distant.

Today I stepped outside in our backyard to play with my
boys. In San Francisco the houses are built side by side, so our
neighbor saw us and opened his window to chat with me. My
neighbor is Aaron. He is single with no kids. He is from Australia
and is living in San Francisco working for Facebook. So what
prompted this man to take an interest in my family and to go
out of his way to talk to me? A simple bag of locally roasted
coffee.

2. Love your Neighbor Campaign
-Simple acts of love toward your physical neighbors. Small gifts
make big impacts. People just aren’t neighborly anymore. As a
church you can encourage your people to be good neighbors
to everyone on their street by leaving small gifts on their door
steps.
3. Virtual / Outdoor Classes
-Church people have skills and talents that they can share,
everything from knitting to computer programming. Ask
if anyone would be willing to host a class. Advertise a “Skill
Sharing” class on Facebook, and you might be amazed how
many people from your community sign up. You can hold these
classes virtually or outdoors.

The first time I met Aaron he rang my doorbell at 9 pm to
ask me to turn our music down. (I play a sleep music track to
help our kids fall asleep, and with the houses built side by
side we share a wall with our neighbor.) So, not the best first
impression. However, I got his number, turned the music down
and texted him to see if it was low enough, and he thanked me.
The next day we bought Aaron a bag of coffee from a roastery
in our neighborhood. A simple gesture really; it cost $10 and a
few minutes of time.

4. Shop for the Elderly / High Risk
-In our neighborhood in San Francisco someone set up a
Facebook “help” group to pair elderly people and shut-ins with
people that could shop for them. If your city has this group, lead
your people in joining in and helping out. If your city doesn’t
have this type of group, set one up! Our group grew from 50
people when we signed up to over 3000 in just a couple weeks.

That made all the difference. He was so thankful, and we
started chatting through text. He saw my surfboards, and we
planned a future surf session together. He said he wanted to
introduce me to a bunch of guys in the neighborhood that he
knew and maybe we could all get together. When asked why
I was in San Francisco, I told him about the church we were
starting and had a chance to invite him to join us when we open
up, which he seemed excited to do. Many gospel opportunities
opened up from such a simple gesture.

5. Buy Nothing Giveaways
-There is this amazing movement on Facebook started by
buynothingproject.org (read the story on this site...pretty
cool). These are Facebook groups that are started in most
communities. The goal is like a garage sale without the sale
part. People just give away things freely to other neighbors.
This is a great way to serve and meet new people. Your church
could gather stuff (like a garage sale) in your church parking lot
and post them on buy nothing for people to come pick up for
free! When they come, you have a chance to meet people and
give them materials about the church.

It’s easy to complain about what we cannot do, to think that we
somehow have our hands tied by some virus or a government
and its rules. But I want to remind you of something you
probably already know but might fail to live out….
God is just as capable of working just as mightily during
this time as he has been during any time throughout history.
Pandemics do not stop God, governments do not dictate his
will, and we have thousands of opportunities to serve him if
we would just take the time to open our eyes to the countless
possibilities.

Share your ideas!! If you tried something that worked, visit
the World Baptist Fellowship Facebook page and share your
best ideas.

Even if it is as simple as buying a neighbor a bag of coffee,
volunteering to babysit for a young couple you work with,
mowing a neighbor’s yard, or shopping for an elderly couple,
we have an opportunity to make a difference.
“Love your neighbor” is still the second greatest command
ever given, and even during a pandemic this simple command
can be fulfilled in radical, life-changing ways.
The Gospel is Open For Business.

Article by
Jake Woodfin
WoodfinSF.com
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AMERICAN IDOL

WOW! There are two words that absolutely challenge me.
Jesus said, “But Jesus turning and seeing her said, Daughter,
be of good cheer; thy faith hath made thee whole. And
the woman was made whole from that hour.” (Mark 9:22)
Jesus said the phrase, “Be of good cheer” multiple times. In
other words, STAY POSITIVE. Those two words are easy to
say, but sometimes difficult to live. Given the world we live
in today, it is even more difficult. However, I would say the
Apostle Paul had a pretty rough time after accepting Christ.
So, how did Paul the evangelist, missionary, and church
planter stay positive? Glad you asked! There are two
statements that help me as I walk the campus of ABU.

by Julie Bacon

• I’M NOT OPTIMISTIC BASED ON WHAT I FEEL.
• I’M OPTIMISTIC BASED ON WHAT GOD SAYS.

Do you have an idol in your home? I
do. The Webster’s definition of idol
is “A person loved and honored to
adoration; any thing on which we
set our affections; that to which
we indulge an excessive and sinful
attachment; an image, form or
representation, usually of a man or
other animal, consecrated as an object
of worship; a pagan deity.” The Lord
has shown me that I have “American
Idols” in my home – not the kind on
tv, but the ones we Americans have in
our hearts.

There are 3 main idols God has convicted me of, and maybe you
are like me, and you have these hidden in your life as well. These
are not bad or evil things, but as an American, I believe these
things are what our lives center around. My life as a Christian
should be centered on Jesus, the Gospel, and God’s Word. My
focus, ambition, worship, and adoration should be on Him.
Instead, I find it’s on these things:

I want to pour into our students in the midst of a pandemic,
relationship issues, school bills, or life itself that God is
relevant and real. That God’s Word is inspired and inerrant.
So, I want to give us some reasons to stay positive straight
from God’s Word.

1.

• MY SINS ARE FORGIVEN AND MY ETERNITY IS SECURE.
Romans 8:1-2
• JESUS IS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD PRAYING FOR ME.
Romans 8:34
• MY FUTURE VICTORY IS GREATER THAN MY PRESENT PAIN.
Romans 8:18

2.

• MY MIND IS FILLED WITH THE PEACE OF GOD.
Romans 8:6
• IF GOD IS FOR ME—WHO CAN BE AGAINST ME?
Romans 8:32-33
• GOD’S SPIRIT HELPS ME IN MY WEAKNESS.
Romans 8:24-26
• GOD’S WORKING EVERYTHING IN MY LIFE FOR GOOD.
Romans 8:28

3.

• NOTHING CAN SEPARATE ME FROM THE LOVE OF GOD.
Romans 8:38-39
Praise the Lord for scripture that allows us to STAY POSITIVE!
Blessings,
Richard Koons

Health. Health has become an idol to me. I will do anything
to make sure my health is good. My focus and ambition are
to remain healthy at all costs. To be sure, we should take
good care of our bodies; they are His temple. But health
should not be an idol. Obeying the Lord should be above
my health. I could give you many examples of this, but the
most recent one is Mrs. Raley. Her health is not great, but she
prays, she attends church, and she faithfully serves the Lord.
Her health does not come before her Lord. Her Lord comes
before her health.
Safety. Safety has also become an idol in my life. I will do
anything to make sure my family and I are safe. My focus
and ambition are to remain safe at all costs. To be sure, we
should be cautious and smart when it comes to our safety.
But safety should not be an idol. Doing God’s will should be
above my safety. Again, I could give you many examples, but
another recent one is my brother. He went on a mission trip
to Africa in January. I didn’t feel it was safe for him to go, but
he listened to the Lord and went anyway. He was blessed
and was a blessing. God spoke to my heart and told me that
even if he had died, he was doing God’s will. Safety did not
come before doing God’s will. God’s will, even when others
don’t support you, should come before safety.
Happiness. Happiness is another idol in my life. I will do
anything to make sure I am happy. My focus, ambition, and
worship are to be happy at all costs. To be sure, God wants
us to be happy and tells us ways to do so. But happiness is an
empty idol. Serving the Lord should be above my happiness
because serving Him brings real joy. This example is Cousin
Claire. You may know her and if you do, you know what I’m
saying. This lady has countless reasons to be sad, angry, and
disappointed; but instead, she is joyful. Her focus is not to
be happy, but to serve; and she does it well. She’s at an age
where she could be served, but she chooses to serve. I am
blessed to watch her life. Happiness does not come before
serving her Lord. Serving the Lord brings her great joy!

There are many more idols I could share, but these are some from
my life. Let’s not be Americans with idols. These idols can grow
and take over our lives. Let’s be Americans who obey, serve, and
do God’s will no matter the cost. It has eternal rewards.

Richard Koons

ABU Vice President of Student
Affairs

7

The Fundamentalist / Spring 2021

Oceania NEW ZEALAND - Everyone is
excited about the possibility
of supporting a new family
going to Southeast Asia. We
have two home mission
projects that we support
along with five foreign
missionaries. Our home missionaries are the only ones our
people have seen in a long time outside of Skype or video
chats. We had a Missions Emphasis Month in September, and
our mission giving has increased this year. It is always a
blessing to see our people wanting to send the Gospel to
other countries. New Zealand is still very reluctant to open its
borders. Only citizens, those holding permanent residence, or
essential workers are allowed into the country. Patty
Bouillon, who thought she was taking a short furlough, left
in February and has been unable to re-enter NZ. She has
been a tremendous blessing to the ministry, and we covet
your prayers for her to be able to return. I (Dale) had an MRI
in September because my left leg had not been working
properly. Even though the test result was positive, in that it
showed that my Multiple Sclerosis had not progressed, my
left leg is still not cooperating! We would appreciate your
prayers.

NEW ZEALAND - While the
world
struggles
with
a
pandemic, ministry goes on here
in New Zealand! We have been
fortunate over here to not have
to be in lockdown in the city
where we live. The government
here switched from a one-size
fits all lockdown in March to a
regional lockdown when a few
cases become known. So far,
since the initial 10-week lockdown, we have not had to go
back into lockdown and have been free to hold church. In
November, we held a “Thankspiration” service. This is a
Sunday where we dedicated the whole service to thanking
and praising the Lord. Many of our church members prepared
songs to sing, gave testimonies, and performed a skit. Our
discipleship course is going strong, and we were blessed to
be able to have a missionary to an Asian country in our
service and present his ministry for support. The church
voted to take them on for support during the service! What
a blessing it was to be able to have a missionary come to our
church. Please continue to pray that our Residence Visa
applications will be approved.

AUSTRALIA - We will definitely not be having a white
Christmas. We have just begun the Wet Season (we basically
have 2 seasons, the Wet and the Dry) with monsoonal rains
and 90-degree plus weather. Our yard needs mowed, our
gardens need weeding and I need to go and pick some
watermelon and beans out of our vegetable garden. Each
year, we have an outreach by inviting people to our home for
a Thanksgiving Meal. Most Australians really enjoy
experiencing an American Thanksgiving. After the meal we
have a time of thanksgiving with several of our people sharing
their testimonies. This year
we had over 60 people join
us. As many of you will
remember, about three
years ago, Reuben was
diagnosed
with
an
extremely aggressive form
of brain cancer. Initially, the
doctors and surgeons did
not give him and his family very much hope…but God. Today,
Reuben is in remission, a recent MRI shows that one of the
tumors has disappeared and the other one has diminished.
Please continue to pray for him.

NEW ZEALAND - I am still here
in the states waiting for the borders
of New Zealand to open. I called
recently, and they said they are not
able to do anything for me until the
borders are re-opened. My work
visa expires in January 2021. It is
possible they will not allow me to
apply for a new work visa, and it is
a possibility they will allow me back
for the year I lost by being here in
the states because of COVID-19.
They do have a temporary resident visa that I applied for back
in January 2020. They have put that visa on an offshore
account until the borders re-open. So if I cannot return on a
work visa, then it is possible that they will eventually get to
my visa they have, and I will be able to go back once that one
is approved. So much is up in the air for the time being, but it
is a comfort to know that the Lord has it all under control!
Please pray for my visa situation and some personal issues
that are occurring presently.
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Heartbeat Of The WBF
she needs them, and Kenric is as close as a
phone call. As I write this article, I wonder
how much of the above four things she
used, and how much they now use raising
their families. Perhaps those companies
need to give them a commission for all their
use!

By
Marjorie Moffitt

Recently I started watching a game
show called America Says. A question is
asked, and the answers are given by showing
only the first letter of the answer. So I
decided to ask myself a question followed
by the answer. What four household things
have most affected my life? Well, having
given it some thought I decided on these:
W_______, P______ T_______, T______
P________, and L_______. What are these
items? W=Water, P T=Paper Towels, T
P=Toilet Paper, and L=Love.

The first three items are vital to
meet the needs of a home, but the most
important one is Love. Our little ones will
soon forget all the times Mom and Dad
have had to patch their cuts and bruises.
And even though God may take one of their
parents home to heaven; one thing they
will never forget is the love shown to them
by that parent through all kinds of hurts
and problems. Just because they grow up,
get married and move away doesn’t mean
they don’t still need the love and comfort
they get from Mom or Dad. Advice? Well,
maybe not so much, but Love? Always.

I don’t think I could have made it
without those four things as my children
were growing up. How many times have we
as parents grabbed a long string of toilet
paper to gather up to put on a bloody scrape
of one of our children, or to wipe away tears
from a dirt-streamed face? Could we have
quickly cleaned up all kinds of spills they
made without using paper towels? Thank
goodness water was close by to make it all
easier. After all is soothed, we gather them
up on our laps with love and hug them until
the hurt goes away. Then it dawns on them
that they aren’t finished playing, so they
slide off our laps and off they go outside
to become Superman again, forgetting all
about the previous fall.

While you are sitting alone, perhaps
drinking a glass of tea or a cup of coffee,
join me. Form your own questions and
answers about your life. It’s fun, and you
may be surprised about what you learn in
the process.

Recently one of my precious friends,
Bertha Barnett, sat in church watching
her youngest son, Kenric, pastor of West
Orlando Baptist Church in Ocoee, Florida,
give an awesome eulogy for his father’s
funeral service. Sitting beside her were
the other children: Keith, Karol Smith, Kyle,
Kelly, and Kelvin. Thank goodness five of
them live close enough to help her when

PRAY FOR OUR
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
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A Woman Wor thy of Praise
It was Solomon who asked the question,
“Who can find a virtuous woman?” The
Hebrew word for virtuous literally means
strength. As the question implies, such
a woman is rare and priceless. “…for her
price is far above rubies,” the wise Solomon
concludes. Let’s hold this precious gem up
to the light and note some things that made
her, “Mrs. O,” a woman worthy of praise.
On January 25, 2021 angels escorted Louise
Cress Oldham, better known as “Mrs. O,” home to heaven. Mrs. O was a
mirror of strength and endurance. She had the temperance of quality
steel, and was a mix of many other sterling qualities. Foremost among
those qualities was her willingness to assume many burdens of leadership.
She was a Christian lady who took pride in her feminine responsibilities,
delighting in the opportunity to serve her Lord, her family, her church
and her country. She never faced her problems resentfully, as though
there was no escape. When her problems became difficult, she took
pride in taking them to the Lord and together solving them. Mrs. O was a
gentle, tender, kind, generous, and patient lady devoted to the care and
protection of those things she held dear. She possessed an intensity for
achieving her goals in life, a drive that came not so much from her physical
strength as from the “spirit” which carried her on toward her goals.
“Mrs. O” was never insecure or afraid. Her world was bigger than
the immediate demands of the hour. Her strength was an inner strength
that came from her confidence in God. She walked with the One who
gave her life, health, personality, her husband, her children, her ideas, her
creativity, and her determination to excel. No wonder her children, family
and friends would see her as “A Woman Worthy of Praise.”

The Fundamentalist / Spring 2021

10

