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Fish or Cut Bait

You have likely heard the 
expression, “Fish or Cut Bait.”  The 
saying is generally understood 
to allude to a fisherman who 
should either be actively trying 
to catch fish or cutting up bait 
for others to use.  The idea is 
to do something; decide; stop 
procrastinating.  As you know, 
the conditions associated with 

the COVID-19 pandemic have challenged us on many fronts.  
Consequently, we feel frustration and anxiety over the 
restrictions and limitations we are seeking to navigate.  This 
tension is coupled with the Great Commandment of our Lord 
Who instructed us to love our neighbor (Matthew 22:39).

Given the fact that this environment will likely persist for 
a while, we must adapt and tool our ministries under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit to continue our mission to 
make disciples.  With that in mind, I am reminded of Joshua’s 
leadership as he prepared the Israelites for their next steps 
into the Promised Land.  Not only did Joshua have to lead in 
the shadow of a legend in Moses, but he also had to challenge 
a people who had been limited, to move out of what had 
become the norm.  It was time to “fish or cut bait.”  God had 
assured Joshua of his leadership and all that was needed to 
take possession of Canaan.  

As we pursue next steps in this environment, we can draw 
an analogy from Joshua’s experience provided in the early 
chapters of the book that bears his name.  Just as acquiring 
Canaan required honest assessment, strategy, risks and faith 
to move forward, so must we approach our own “Canaan 
experience.”  The foundation had been laid for Joshua 
and it was now time to implement his leadership over the 
“congregation” of Israel and move forward.  What can we learn 
from Israel’s experience here as we seek to be effective in the 
“new norm” that is developing in our lives and ministries?  In 
both cases, there is the necessity of commitment.  First of all, 
notice there was a…

I.   Commitment to Appointed Leadership (Joshua 1:10-
18)

Joshua gathered the leaders of all Israel and set the 
agenda for this quest to move forward.  It was a challenge 
for everyone to pull their weight with special instructions 
to the two-and-a-half tribes that were promised territory 
to the east of Canaan (1:10-15).  The final verses of chapter 
one reveal an unrestricted commitment to Joshua’s 

leadership (1:16-18).  Then be reminded that there was a…

II.   Commitment to Strategy (2:1-18)

Joshua 2 identifies some strategic planning for Israel’s next 
steps. Such was only a precursor to the amazing strategy 
employed by Joshua throughout the conquest of Canaan.  
As with the two-and-a-half tribes’ choice to stay east of 
Canaan, there is much that could be discussed regarding 
the spies visit to Jericho.  Suffice it to say, prudent leadership 
develops a strategy for effectively living the “Canaan life” 
as a believer.  However, though there was a commitment 
to leadership and strategy, there is another essential step 
that must be employed and that was a…

III.   Commitment to Action (3:1-17)

A study of these proceedings will reveal that the fulfillment 
of God’s promises is accompanied by faith.  This is clearly 
seen in chapter three as Joshua readies the people for the 
possession of Canaan. It was now time for their faith to 
act…it was time to “fish or cut bait.”  There can be great 
leadership and a well-thought-out strategy but in the 
final analysis, action must be taken in a cooperative way 
(officers, priests, people). It was time to move, and that is 
exactly what they did. Such is the nature of faith.  

Certainly, there is much more that could be mined out of this 
passage, but for the time being let us be challenged to move 
out in faith given the current conditions.  Our Lord delights 
in showing Himself strong when we are limited.  When we 
look back on the spies’ encounter with Rahab, we learn that 
word had already reached Jericho regarding God’s powerful 
work (Joshua 2:9-11).  What does our response to our present 
circumstances communicate to the world about our God? 
It is time to “fish or cut bait.”  Faith calls us to action, action 
that concentrates on God with a holy reverence (3:3-4), action 
that is consecrated to God in humble service (3:5) and action 
that is courageous through God so that His name is exalted 
in the earth (3:5b, 15-17).  Israel did just that.  They had been 
transformed from a “grasshopper” mentality (Numbers 13:33) 
to the confidence and courage of an 800-pound gorilla 
(Joshua 2:24).  

As Christ-followers, we are much more than an 800-pound 
gorilla.  We are connected with “the God in heaven above, 
and in earth beneath” (Joshua 2:11).  So, “Choose you this day 
whom you will serve…” (Joshua 24:15).  It is time to either 
“fish or cut bait.”  Our “Jericho” neighbors need to see from us 
that our God is great.  

Mark Dallalio
1st Vice President
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It has been a great honor to serve as the Assistant Dean of 
the Graduate School of Theology for the past nine years. 
I have seen many changes during this time, one of which 
is that our culture has increasingly emphasized being 
politically correct. But being politically correct often means 
being biblically corrupt. As a member of this fellowship, 
you understand the importance of being anchored to 
the Bible. Since our inception in 1939, Arlington Baptist 
University has been committed to standing on the Word 
of God unashamedly and unwaveringly. I am honored 
as the chair of the undergraduate School of Ministry 
to continue this commitment as we teach our students 
about the infallible and inerrant Word of God. We have 
also continued this tradition in our Graduate School of 
Theology (GST). In the past 11 years, we have seen many 
men and women increase their knowledge of God’s 
Word and resolve to lean on the Bible as the sole source 
of authority for faith and practice. We have watched 
in amazement how God is using the graduates of this 
program to be Worldchangers. 

I understand you know these things about ABU and the 
GST, but what you may not have heard is the great news 
on “the hill.” Arlington Baptist University has made some 
significant changes in the Graduate School of Theology 
that could greatly affect your future. For years ABU has 
offered a great 36-hour Master of Arts degree program in 
Biblical and Theological Studies. It is the prefect degree 
for increasing your knowledge of God’s word while being 
able to continue to work in your ministry setting. We 
also have a robust 96-hour Masters of Divinity degree 
program that challenges you to dig even deeper into 
God’s word while emphasizing specific areas of ministry 
such as Apologetics, Educational Ministries, Pastoral 
Ministry, and Theology, amongst others. We know life 
cannot stop for you to go back to school. That is why 
both of these degrees are offered 100% online and can 
be completed at your own pace. We do not think that 
you should have to put your family or ministry on the 
backburner while you earn your degree. 

There were two significant changes made this summer 
that have enhanced our program which I think you will 
really like. The first is the change in our rate of tuition. 
This summer we cut tuition nearly in half, to just $250 

a semester hour! This makes earning an accredited, 
advanced degree affordable and attainable. We are the 
most affordable and accessible accredited institution 
where you can earn an advanced degree. Our other 
major change this summer was unveiling the revised 
Timothy Scholarship, which allows you or one person 
from your church (at a time) to go to school tuition FREE 
if your church is a supporter of ABU. That’s right! You 
read it correctly. You could earn a MABTS and/or an 
MDIV completely tuition free. If you are considering 
enrolling contact us today. Our courses run in eight-
week blocks, so you are never more than a few weeks 
away from beginning your degree.

In addition to the graduate program, the undergraduate 
program also has a number of scholarships that could 
be beneficial to you or to a member of your church 
(including church staff). ABU offers the Worldchangers 
Scholarship for undergraduate students who want to 
major in one of our ministry degrees. This scholarship 
covers 100% of the student’s tuition when their church 
is a supporter of ABU. Check this out today because your 
church may already qualify for this scholarship. ABU 
is committed to providing a quality, biblically faithful, 
accredited degree so that we can train competent and 
qualified men and women to be the next generation of 
Worldchangers.

For more details about how to earn a free degree and to 
learn how you can enroll and start as soon as Spring 2021 
check out abu.edu/mabts.htm or email me (bblevins@
abu.edu). 

Brady Blevins
ABU Assistant Dean | Graduate School of Theology Chair | 
School of Ministry Leadership

A GREAT HONOR
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Greetings from the campus of Arlington Baptist 
University.  The year 2020 has been a difficult year 
for so many.  I know this, God is on the throne!  We as 
believers are watching prophecy being fulfilled before 
our very eyes.  Thus, we must stand firm in our faith.  
Every day I am reminded of the incredible opportunity 
God has given me to serve Him at ABU. I am surrounded 
by a Godly team of educators.  They have a unified 
mission of producing “World Changers.” God has given 
us students from several different states this year. For 
that we are extremely grateful. 

A COVID-19 update from the campus of ABU.  We have 
been blessed with minimal cases of COVID-19 (six to 
be exact).  Due to the hard work of our COVID-19 task 
force and the protocols we have implemented, God has 
showed His favor on our campus.  Please continue to 
pray for the protection of our students and staff.

I have some great news.  Our attendance is up!  Our 
retention rate exceeded 70%.  Several students gave 
their lives to Christ during chapel this semester.  I have 
included pictures of athletics, student life, chapel and 
our Monday night Bible study in the Mays Student 
Center. I have also included some pictures of our recent 
upgrades around campus.

Please remember to pray for our administration, 
faculty, staff and of course our students. From ABU to 
each of you, we wish you a very MERRY CHRISTmas and 
a wonderful 2021.

Blessings, 
Richard Koons

Richard Koons
ABU Vice President of Student 
Affairs
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The idiom “What in the world?” is a rhetorical question 
expressing shock or disbelief.  The phrase is used to 
bring attention to something that is “out of this world” – 
unexplainable – unbelievable.  This phrase has surely been 
uttered countless times in the year 2020.  The irony is that this 
sentiment is shared across the world.  Though in many ways 
this is a unique time in world history, it is not the only moment 
in history characterized by shock or disbelief.  

Believers commemorate a “What in the World?” moment 
every year about this time.  Over 2,000 years ago, in the 
Middle Eastern part of the world, it was a time of unrest for 
the Jewish people.  The political climate was oppressive, and 
freedom was limited.  The Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus 
appointed Herod (a ruthless, paranoid dictator) to be king over 
Judea.  Upon hearing that a child was to be “born King of the 
Jews,” Herod reacted (retaliated) by slaughtering countless 
children two years old and younger (Matthew 2:16).  Rather 
than the “King of the Jews” entering the world as a royal King, 
He was born in a humble stable.  Those who were looking for 
the Messiah to deliver them and make all things right may 
have expressed a sentiment similar to “What in the world?”

What in the world is happening?
Jesus came to this earth “when the fulness of the time was 
come” (Galatians 4:4).  God’s calendar would allow a history 
of sin, captivity, ritual sacrifices, and current oppression 
before He sent His Son to earth.  Just as the stage was set in 
the past for Jesus to come and redeem sinners, the stage is 
being set today for Jesus to come and rapture the saints.  Sin 
is taking its course, perilous times have come (2 Timothy 3:1-
5), a falling away is apparent (2 Thessalonians 2:3), and the 
rapture is imminent (1 Corinthians 15:51-57; James 5:8).  As 
Adrian Rogers once said, “I’ve stopped looking for the signs 
and started listening for the shout.”  In accordance with God’s 
timing, sin will continue to take its course, but Jesus is ready 
to take us home at His Father’s command (Mark 13:32).

What in the world is important?
On that evening long ago when Jesus came to this world, the 
angels declared what was most important: “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:11)  Christ had come, and that is what mattered 
most.  Today, Christ IS coming, and that is what matters most.  
The believer is charged with two basic responsibilities in light 
of Jesus’ return: “watch and pray” (Mark 13:33).  This includes 
being alert, awake (Romans 13:11), and sober (1 Thessalonians 
5:6; 1 Peter 4:7).  It is most important for the believer to be 
calm, collected, and confident that Jesus is coming again, 

while being committed to His commission (Matthew 28:19-
20).  This means the believer is not merely gazing up into 
heaven, but rather going to reach as many souls for Christ so 
they too might have a home in heaven (Acts 1:8, 11).  

What in the world is coming?
As the shepherds looked upon the baby in the manger (Luke 
2:15-17), it is unlikely that they envisioned a cross and a tomb 
to come; but that would be the culmination of the “good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people” (Luke 2:10).  
As for what lies ahead in our day, Adrian Rogers summed it up: 
“What is this world coming to?  It’s coming to Jesus!”  Nothing 
in this world can stop Jesus from accomplishing the Father’s 
will and coming to rule this world.  As Nebuchadnezzar of old 
testified, “…none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou?” (Daniel 4:35).  Be assured, persecution may 
abound (2 Timothy 3:12), but saints will soon be raptured (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18); then tribulation will come (Matthew 
24:21), but Jesus will return and reign on the earth (Revelation 
19-20). Satan and sinners will be judged and condemned 
to hell (Revelation 20:11-15), and eternity will be forever 
sweet for those who trusted Christ as their personal Savior 
(Revelation 21).

What in the world?  “God so loved the world…” (John 3:16).  
“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 
4:10).  The believer knows what is happening, what is truly 
important, and what is actually coming.  As we celebrate Jesus’ 
first coming, we can anticipate His second coming today more 
than ever before.  While I freely admit to feelings of shock and 
disbelief that often overwhelm my soul during these perilous 
times, God reminds me to “stablish” my heart, get back to 
work in His harvest field, and patiently wait for Him to give the 
increase, “…for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” (James 
5:7-8). 

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

WHAT IN THE WORLD?
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STANDING STRONG AMIDST THE PERFECT STORM 

After a long day of ministry Jesus is exhausted. He needs to get away from the crowds and rest, so he gets into a ship and tells 
His disciples to head to the other side of the sea. After several minutes, the ship gently rocks as they cross the sea at sunset; Jesus 

is laying down on a cushion in the back and falls sound asleep. While He’s 
sleeping a violent storm builds over the eastern mountains and suddenly 
drops onto the sea. Soon the ship is rocking violently, the sail is snapping 
in the wind threatening to tear in two, the mast is bending to the point of 
breaking, and the ship is full of water. Even the experienced fishermen 
begin to panic. They wake Jesus up, shouting, “Master, carest thou not that 
we perish?!” The men who’ve been with Jesus the longest…they’ve seen 
Him heal disease, cast out demons, even turn water into wine… they are 
afraid that this whole thing might end with they, and the Son of God, 
drowning in the middle of the Sea of Galilee. The grand story of salvation 
by the Creator of the universe will end because of a thunderstorm He didn’t 

see it coming. This is a very revealing moment in Jesus’ ministry. Months into being with Jesus 24/7, His followers have no 
understanding of who Jesus is nor of His larger mission on earth.  

WHAT WILL BE SAID OF OUR GENERATION? 
We are in one of those Sea of Galilee moments right now. A storm unlike any we’ve seen before is rocking our world. The COVID 
pandemic has brought the world to a halt, causing global social lockdowns and closures. Thousands of churches worldwide have 
been affected in many ways, and as far as the United States is concerned, things might seem pretty discouraging as well. Alongside 
the pandemic, civil issues have ignited widespread protests and rioting, and to top it off, 2020 is an election year and a most 
unusual one at that. This mixture has formed a perfect storm and thrown a blanket of social unrest and distrust over a good majority 
of the country. As lockdowns, closures, and job losses have brought many people to a tipping point and others to despair, people 
are looking for answers, for hope. This too is a revealing moment in the ministry God has given the local Church. Amidst this 
perfect storm - what an opportunity to enlarge the kingdom of God. We as followers of Christ, must be aware of, and 
participating in, Jesus’ greater mission on earth. Preaching the Gospel and translating it in our lives go hand in hand and both are 
necessary if we are to reflect the light of Christ  to those groping in darkness.  A wise man once said, “I would rather SEE a 
sermon than hear one.” This quote is saying that our living example is more powerful than what we might say. What do you do 
when your world caves in? How does a Christian respond when hard times come? What can we do to keep our faith strong? When 
storms come, everything we believe will be put on the firing line. The Word of God gives us the answer: 

 We must NOT BE MOVED in the storms of life. Remember - . Our friends watch to see how we will 
respond. They want to know if what we say, what we believe, is really enough for us in the hard times; and further in the distance, 
others watch what we go through. Many of them are unbelievers who wonder if Christ is real. They don’t know. They aren’t sure. 
Maybe they’ve read the Bible, maybe they haven’t; but they’re watching how we respond to mistreatment, fear, sickness, the loss 
of a job, a career setback, or a financial collapse. From the shadows they watch us as we suffer to see if what we have is real or 
not. Do they see Christ’s power and strength in our lives? This is why we are here! 1 Thessalonians 3:3 says, “That no man should 
be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.”   

 We cannot FALTER IN PRAYING, GIVING, AND GOING! Begging God to send labourers, Matthew 9:38 says, “Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” Giving out of the abundance of our heart,   
2 Corinthians 9:7 - Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.   Seeking God’s will in going, as recorded in Isaiah 6:8, Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.  The work of MISSIONS must continue!   
 
  Always ABIDING IN CHRIST AND HE IN US! This will bring about fruit and joy in our lives! John 15:5,11 says, “I am 
the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.” “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” What a blessing 
to see Christ’s joy in the life of a Christian amidst the storms of life! After all, have we not been placed by almighty God, in the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves, as the Bible says in the book of Esther, “for such a time as this?” May God give us all 
strength as we trust God and shine for Him, amidst life’s storms, for His glory and honor!  

                                                    

John Horton – Executive Mission Director 
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We are praising the Lord for His blessings on us. Thank you for your prayers for us. We know 
that God works through prayer. Paul knew the prayers of God’s people were necessary, 
effective, and powerful in his life. We know God has answered so many prayers for Don’s 
health! He started out this year with a sciatic pain that would not go away. After two epidurals 
he finally got relief. Then in May he got the shingles, and he is still dealing with the nerve pain 
from that. Thank you for your faithful prayers for his health. He knows that he is not getting any 
younger and is thankful for the Lord’s healing. 

Our Mayo people on the west coast of Mexico surely are thankful for your prayers, as am I. The 
COVID pandemic is still affecting people everywhere. My helper Rosa's husband is the pastor of 
the church in San Miguel where they have had two cases. Thankfully, they have gotten through 
it all right. Some of our churches who are located near the water or in desert areas have not been 
affected as much by the pandemic. We're all very grateful for your continuing prayers and 
support. May the LORD bless you and keep each of you safe in His loving care. 

First of all, I am blessed! I am blessed that through all of the COVID pandemic, I have stayed 
healthy. I am thankful that neither I nor any of my family have been affected. I am blessed that 
throughout this pandemic I have been able to continue working at the mission office. We practiced 
social distancing, and at times we worked from home. I am blessed that I can help the churches 
get their support to their missionaries, and that I can have a part in helping the missionaries with 
their needs. 
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 So glad we can visit again this way.  It’s a 
wonderful thing to be able to share my thoughts with 
you.  Hope all is going well for you and your families in 
your churches.

 Recently I was drafting a letter to be mailed 
out to some of my friends, and the thought came to 
me, “What one word in my vocabulary defines me as a 
person?” When I thought about it for a few minutes, the 
word “Relationships” came to my mind, and I realized 
that it was true.  I am who I am today because my 
relationships have formed me into the person I am. (Of 
course, we all know God created us, and formed us to 
be the persons He wants us to be, but think about it 
for a minute.) There are three sets of relationships that 
have played a big part in shaping me into the person I 
am today:

A.  Beginning with my birth into my Family!  Later 
followed by my husband, children, grandchildren, 
and relatives associated with the family.

B.  I have a profound relationship with God the Father, 
God the Son – Jesus, and God the Holy Spirit, as 
well as the Pastors and Members of all the churches 
with which we were associated through the three 
churches where Bro. Bill was pastor, and then WBF 
Home Missions.

C. Special Friends with whom I was associated from 
my school age years, the churches in which I’ve 
been blessed to have served, those I’ve worked side 
by side with in different jobs, clubs I’ve belonged to 
socially, as well as politically through the years. And 
I must not forget my neighbors who lived around us 
for many years.

          The one major trait that formed my life and personality 
is that of LOVE! From the throne of God down through 
the years of friendships with and fellowship with those 
who made up the three sets of relationships, you have 
all taught me the value of loving one another. Even 
though I might not always have been loveable, you 
loved me anyway.  I can’t begin to tell you how precious 
that is to me.  

 I’ve learned through this presidential election 
process that I do have a big problem!  I have been so 
angry with the politicians who have tried to take away 
our religious freedoms, tried to keep us from attending 
church and having our prayer times, and have been 
hurting our social and economic structure, and causing 
unrest through the news media.  Our pastor encouraged 
us at the end of his sermon Sunday that we are to pray for 
all those who are working against what God wants our 
nation to be. We are to pray for those who obviously do 
not know the Lord as Savior.  I have no problem praying 
for their lost souls, but I do have a problem praying for 
their attitudes against God’s people and their desire to 
stop the nation from praying for  our nation’s spiritual 
welfare.  Would you please pray for me to love them 
enough to pray for them?

 By the time you receive this, a president will have 
been elected.  Please join me in praying for him, the 
Senate, the House of Representatives, those governing 
our states, and communities, and the Supreme Court 
Judges as well as our local judges.  We need to pray 
that God will give them the knowledge and wisdom to 
make the right decisions needed to bring our nation 
back to God.  

 In the meantime, I’m just gonna keep on loving 
my precious friends who continue to pray for me that 
my physical, financial and spiritual needs will be met. 
I’m going to be praying for you too, that God will show 
you what one word it is that defines YOU, and keeps 
you on the path God has for you.  God bless you!

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
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Undivided
We are coming off of one of the most contentious, combative, & 
polarized seasons our country has ever faced. 2020 was rough 
to say the least. In fact, we are still trying to recover from all the 
events of this past year. All the fear, anxiety, anger, & division 
has no doubt impacted the students of this generation. Barna 
research group believes that the events of 2020 are going to 
accelerate the number of teens who walk away from their faith 
all together… a number that has doubled in the past 10 years 
already (11% to 22%).

All of the events of 2020 have left many students searching for 
answers.
They know there are issues in country, but often, they don’t 
know where to find the solutions. And this is where the great 
opportunity for the Church resides. We have an opportunity to 
show the students of this generation that the Church of Jesus 
Christ stands Undivided. We have an opportunity to show 
students that what unites us is far greater than what divides us!

A divided Country needs to see a united Church!

Here’s a beautiful thing- the church is the only organization 
(entity) in the world, where the only thing we have in common 
is Christ! It doesn’t matter where you come from, if we speak the 
same language, what color our skin is, or how financially secure 
we are… All that matters is Jesus!

Think about the diversity within your student ministry. I would 
imagine that the group of students you minister to each and 
every week are vastly different in looks, ages, popularity in 
school, interests, & talents. Yet, each week, they come together 
for one common reason- to worship Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:14-17 states, “For he is our peace, who hath made 
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make 
in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that 
he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.”

What a beautiful thought it is to know that Jesus Christ unites us 
together as one body, making peace. And that is what students 
today are looking for. They want peace. They want peace in their 
hearts, they want peace in their homes, they want peace in their 
lives, and they want peace in this world… We have the answer 
that students are looking for!

Let me share with you 3 thoughts about Unity in your ministry:
Unity is powerful. In Acts 2, when the Holy Spirit came 
upon the church, it was noted beforehand that “they were 
all together in one place.” Students want a place to belong & 
when they feel they can be themselves & be accepted in your 
ministry, then the Holy Spirit’s power will begin to do a work 
in their lives. But notice I said, “when they feel they can be 
themselves & be accepted”… you see, 
Unity is not uniformity. In Scripture, we find 3 word pictures 
to describe the church: 1.Body; 2. Bride; 3. Family… All three 
of these word pictures describe things that are different, 
but come together in unity. I’ll show my age here but, how 
many of you remember the old WBYC days?! I loved coming 
to WBYC every year because we saw all kinds of different 
teenagers from different parts of the country with different 
talents & abilities coming together under the banner of Jesus 
Christ. Encourage diversity within your ministry. Celebrate the 
differences in your ministry & show your students that there 
is unity because of Jesus Christ. But one last thing we need to 
know,
Unity is not optional. In the 3 word pictures I mentioned 
earlier, if there is any dysfunction, the effectiveness/success/
well-being is hindered. Unity was so important to Jesus, that 
it’s one of the things He prayed for right before going to the 
cross (John 17). Our unity will impact humanity. If students see 
the same disunity within the church that they see in the world, 
they will not want to be a part of the church.

In a year that was marked by so much uncertainty & unrest 
in the country, may 2021 be a year of unity & peace in the 
church… because the fate of this generation is at stake.

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
16 years of student ministry experience

The STUDENT SEC TION
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Who would have thought that a shady hilltop Baptist 
seminary would evolve over a few decades into the 
best and most popular tourist destination in the whole 
Metroplex?  Who could have imagined that the most sinful 
spot in Arlington, with illegal gambling, brothel, and even 
horse racing ties could be transformed into a school for 
preparing preachers and missionaries?

When Dr. J. Frank Norris, Fort Worth’s controversial 
fundamental and independent Baptist preacher, pounded 
his pulpit and vowed to close down criminal activities 
and the notorious gambling club in nearby Arlington, he 
positively believed that his God was able to do so.  Then 
Dr. Norris put feet to his prayers and called in the heroic 
Texas Rangers to do the deed.  Artifacts from Top O’ Hill 
Terrace are even on display at the Texas Ranger Museum 
in Waco!

Our story is as exciting as any movie plot and the most 
exciting fact of the tale is that it is true!  From Channel 
4, Fox News, to KERA Day Tripper, to the History Channel, 
and local newspapers, Top O’ Hill has been featured in the 

media.  National Geographic, Inside Edition, and Diggers 
have been interested in reporting the fascinating history 
of our institution and its unlikely beginnings.  The tour, 
brainchild of Vickie Bryant, who has done all the study 
and meticulous investigation on Top O’ Hill Terrace, is 
enjoyed by every visitor, from the average citizen to local 
dignitaries and tourists from all over the world.

Among the voluminous files that Vickie has amassed are 
many photographs, newspaper articles, and personal 
interviews with those who were there in the early days. 
All these have helped to flesh out the characters and to 
recreate the world - and underworld - of nearly a century 
ago.  Mrs. Bryant is most self-effacing and humble; 
however, I do not believe anyone else could have done 
the fantastic job she has done.  Due to her efforts, the 
following improvements have been made to the property:  
repairs to the turret roof of the gatehouse; re-building of 
the tea garden’s retaining wall; bracing of the parking 
lot’s east wall; restoration work on the tea garden itself; 
shoring up of the tunnel exit.  A major grant was received 
from the Arlington Cultural Tourism Council as well as a 
GoFundMe project and gifts from the Arlington Women’s 
Club and others.  

Top O’ Hill Terrace is mentioned during the Globe Life 
Park tour and is cited as the top choice to visit by Trip 
Advisor - more popular than Cowboy Stadium, Ranger 
Stadium and Six Flags Over Texas!  When the president of 
the Arlington Convention and Visitor’s Bureau was asked 
about the history of Arlington, he replied, “The only major 
piece of history that is left is Top O’ Hill Terrace!”

For this, the preservation of the history of Bible Baptist 
Seminary, Arlington Baptist College, and now Arlington 
Baptist University, kudos should go to Vickie Bryant, 
whose undying efforts have resulted in a truly exceptional 
experience and the unfolding of a fantastic story that is 
now saved for posterity.  Vickie gives God all the glory, 
as she should, for the transformation of a gambling 
casino into a Bible college, however, without her as his 
faithful instrument doing all the labor, the details of the 
story would have been lost in the mists of time and Top 
O’ Hill Terrace would certainly not be designated as an 
Arlington Landmark and a Texas Historical Landmark.  
The possibility of further discoveries on the property has 
intrigued other investigators and may lead to future finds.  
Keep watching the Hill!  --- written by Camille Hess Lewis, 
coauthor of book Top O’ Hill Terrace by Arcadia Publishing



12
The Fundamentalist / Winter 2020

“And others…”
Charles Bartlett, Hero of the Faith

Dr. Danny L. Moody

Hebrews 11 is sometimes called, “The Hall of Faith.”  In this 
chapter, we have a listing of men and women, who have 
accomplished great works by their faith and trust in Almighty 
God.  We find here names like Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and the list goes on.

There are two words found in verse 36 that have captured my 
attention.  Two simple words, “And others.”  These words let us 
know, that in addition to these individuals mentioned by name 
or by a particular experience, there were others who have 
championed the cause of faith and trust in God.  

Though biblical and canonical history could include only those 
who had lived and served up until that point of time, I believe 
that the list of “Heroes of the Faith” has and does continue even 
in our generation.  If so, then I would nominate my friend Charles 
Bartlett for that list.

Bro. Bartlett, pastor of Anchor Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, 
Texas, was born on June 5, 1953 and went home to be with Jesus 
on August 27, 2020.  He and his sweet wife of 49 years have four 
children and 11 grandchildren.  This family has been an integral 
part of the World Baptist Fellowship, literally their whole lives.  

Pastor Bartlett had served in full-time ministry for 48 years.  He 
served in Euless Texas, Tampa, Florida, Vidalia, Georgia, Bible 
Baptist Church in Wichita Falls, Texas, Cheney, Kansas, and then 
at Anchor Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, Texas.  He served on the 
board of directors for Minnetonka Christian Camp, WBF Missions 
Committee, WBF Fellowship (as Secretary), WBF President, 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, and the Publications 
Committee.  It was an extremely rare thing when there was a 
meeting of any kind for the World Baptist Fellowship, that he, and 
most of the time his wife, Linda, were not present.  Additionally, 
he served as a Chaplain and with Marketplace Ministries in his 
city.

He was passionate about and generous to missions and 
missionaries.  He traveled to Honduras, Mexico (twice), Jordan 
(twice), and Israel.  He and Linda will forever be remembered for 
their work at Missions Camp at Minnetonka Christian Camp in 
Oklahoma.  Their lives have been devoted to and invested in the 

work of the Gospel around the world.
He was a tremendous preacher, singer, and leader and yet 
humble, unassuming, and loyal to his family, work of the 
ministry, and friends.  For me, he was one of the best friends that 
I have ever had in life.

We will all miss the presence of Bro. Charles Bartlett in our lives.  
Yes, I would say that the “And others” of Hebrews 11 could very 
well include his name.

by Julie Bacon

I have been reading Phillip Keller’s book A Shepherd Looks 
at Psalm 23.  In chapter 5, he discusses a “cast” sheep.  A “cast” 
sheep is “an old English shepherd’s term for a sheep that has 
turned over on its back and cannot get up again by itself.”  
I Googled “cast sheep,” and sure enough, it’s a real thing.  
At first, a picture of a “cast sheep” appears funny because 
the sheep is on its back with its legs sticking up in the air.  
However, a cast sheep is a serious matter.  Once a sheep is 
“cast,” it is very unlikely the sheep will turn itself over.  It will 
suffer and die unless found and restored by its shepherd.  

In Psalm 42, David says many times, “Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul?”  I can relate with David.  My soul has been 
cast down (to be bowed down, weakened, humbled, and 
despairing) often in this life.  Many times, I am like a “cast” 
sheep.  I become flustered, anxious, hopeless, and helpless.  
Circumstances around me throw me off balance, and I end 
up needing to be restored by my Shepherd.  Another thing 
about “cast” sheep is that the more the sheep fights to 
restore himself, the worse off he is. He uses all his energy, 
wears himself out, and then is in a greater state of panic.  The 
more I try to figure things out, fix things myself, and panic - 
the worse off I am.  

In these trying times, I must look to my Shepherd.  He will 
find me and come to where I am.  He will speak gently to me 
through His Word and His Spirit, and then He will pick me 
up and set me aright.  His job is to lead me and guide me.  
He reminds me that on my own, with my own thinking, I will 
be “cast down.” I have to stay close to Him and keep my eyes 
on Him.  He is watching over me and cares for me.  I’m so 
grateful that there is always help to be found for this “cast” 
sheep in the good Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.  

HELP FOR A
“CAST”
SHEEP
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