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Postponed Elections and 
the National Meeting

Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

I thought my previous article 
in The Fundamentalist was my 
last article as WBF President.  Of 
course, a global pandemic hit, 
and everything changed for 
all of us in March.  This forced 
the cancellation of the Hilltop 
Conference, the election that 

would have been held, and now the Fall meeting at West 
Orlando Baptist Church.  So, technically I am still serving 
as the WBF President for the time being.  I can only 
imagine what the past few months have been for each 
of you, your families and the ministries you lead.  I pray 
that you are seeing God work during it all, perhaps doing 
unprecedented things which were not part of your 2020 
vision-casting in January!

Now we set our sights on the next Hilltop Conference 
in Spring 2021.  I anticipate a time of great services and 
renewed friendships.  However, due to the two canceled 
meetings, we will need to have a combined Election of 
Officers to replace the vacancies that came up in 2020 and 
those coming up in 2021.  There are multiple positions that 
need to be filled, including that of WBF President.  Please 
consider accepting the nomination to serve in this or any 
other capacity, and do all you can to be present for the 
election.

The mission of World Baptist Fellowship is bigger than 
any one church or institution.  Our network is made up 
of churches of great diversity in style, methodology and 
philosophies of ministry, and yet are united around the 
historic Baptist faith and our commitment to the Great 
Commission.  Every election and every position filled on 
the WBF Executive Board, WBF Mission Committee and ABU 
Board of Directors has consequences and will determine 
the future of each institution.  You can have a part!

I hope to see many of you in the upcoming months.  May 
God bless you in this current ministry season as you are 
faithful to the Lord and His Cause.

Juanita Bowen Home with the Lord

Juanita Faye Bowen, 79, passed away peacefully March 19, 2020, in her 
home with family by her side. 

She was born on October 31, 1940 in Dallas, Texas, to the late Charles 
James Scott and the late Ara Mae Scott.

After high school, Juanita attended Bible Baptist Seminary, now 
Arlington Baptist University, and in 1961 graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Music. During this time, she met the love of her life, Charles 
F. Bowen Sr., whom she married in 1960. Together they raised four 
wonderful children.

Juanita served as a missionary for more than 35 years in Ecuador. 
Juanita graciously hosted many missionaries when they first arrived 
on the field, as well as guests who came to visit Ecuador.  People from 
all walks of life were welcomed in her home, including the Attorney 
General of Ecuador and people who had taken a bus and walked a long 
way to arrive at her house early in the morning.  She always served a 
wonderful meal, or her delicious coconut cream pie, banana bread, or 
homemade cinnamon rolls. She had a mischievous and quirky sense 
of humor.

Juanita loved to sing, and often her teachings on the mission field 
included piano lessons and leading worship in song. She loved 
playing all kinds of music on various instruments. She loved to watch 
football and baseball. She was an accomplished artist. Her paintings 
and drawings represented life in Ecuador, the amazing people and 
picturesque scenery.

Juanita is preceded in death by her husband, Charles F. Bowen Sr., 
and brother, Chuck Scott. She is survived by a son, Charles Bowen and 
wife Melynn; a daughter, Faith Hunt and husband Wes; a son, Thomas 
Bowen and wife Ennie; and a son, David Bowen and wife Rebecca; 13 
grandchildren, 4 great-grandchildren, 1 niece, and 2 nephews.

She and Charles worked with Hispanic ministries in Grand Prairie, 
Irving and Denton, TX.  She was also a member of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Grand Prairie, Texas, where she and her family were 
members for more than 37 years. Juanita was an amazing woman. 
She loved her family, she loved her friends, but more importantly 
she loved her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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I have never had a physical stress test as prescribed by a medical 
doctor, but I have heard that it can be…well, stressful.  But that is the 
point – to apply stress to the heart, which helps the doctor identify 
whether the heart is functioning as it should.

At some point, everyone in this world has experienced some form of 
stress on a physical, emotional, or spiritual level.  And just as a medical 
stress test reveals the physical condition of a person, so various forms 
of stress may reveal the spiritual condition of a person.  Jesus said, 
“For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:” (Matthew 15:19).  
Stressful circumstances have a way of bringing to the surface that 
which has been hidden away in the heart.  One might consider the 
recent pandemic in the world and unrest in our nation to be spiritual 
stress tests.  We might expect such tests to bring out the worst in 
unbelievers and yet reveal the best in the children of God.

What have these tests revealed?  Though some of these tests may be 
ongoing, the following preliminary results could be observed: 

• The factor of fear.  At the onset of the global pandemic, fear 
took countless people hostage.  Even believers were gripped by 
fear.  Though we KNOW who holds tomorrow and KNOW that 
all things work together for good, many children of God remain 
susceptible to fear.  But God has not given us such a spirit (2 
Timothy 1:7).  

• The problem of pride.  We live in an age of information, though 
much of that information is inaccurate.  Nevertheless, many 
individuals feel they are experts on certain subjects after viewing 
a social media post, YouTube video, or researching through 
Google.  The “pride of life” as John refers to it (1 John 2:16), is 
an arrogant quality in which man seeks exaltation in knowing 
and being.  Pride resulted in Satan being expelled from Heaven 
and destined for Hell (Isaiah 14:12-15).  Pride is destructive 
(Proverbs 16:18), as we have witnessed in the actions of both 
unbelievers and believers alike during these unprecedented 
times.

• The indication of indifference.  In light of recent restrictions, 
believers should have a greater appreciation for the “assembling” 
of ourselves together and the opportunities to travel abroad and 
share the gospel.  Do believers have the flexibility and durability 
to do “whatever it takes” in these unprecedented times to share 
the gospel, even if it means learning technology and giving 
more time to minister in new and innovative ways?  Some have 
already become weary of the sacrifice and indifferent to the 
things of God due to stressful circumstances.  And yet others 
maintain the attitude expressed by the Apostle Paul, “And I will 
very gladly spend and be spent for you…” (2 Corinthians 12:15).  

• The catastrophe of condemnation.  Recent events in our world 
and nation have brought to the surface a condemning spirit, 
even from believers towards one another.  Many believers have 
disregarded the Bible’s instruction concerning our “vocation” – 
“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3).

These spiritual stress tests should reveal something much different 
in the life of the believer:  James 1:4 “But let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”  

in the life of the Christian.  However, God may have allowed these 

He has prescribed the remedy: 

• Faith overcomes fear.  “God is our refuge…Therefore will not 
we fear…” (Psalm 46:1-2).  The assurance that we belong to 
God (and God takes good care of His kids) overcomes whatever 
we encounter in this world (1 John 5:4).  When God’s children 
have a genuine love relationship with Him, that love “casteth 
out fear” (1 John 4:18).

• Humility overrules pride. It is often best to admit that we simply 
do not know everything, therefore we ask God for wisdom 
(James 1:5).  And He offers more accurate and applicable 
information than any media source.  Someone once said, “Only 
a fool knows everything.  A wise man knows how little he 
knows.”  “Under the mighty hand of God” is a restful place to 
dwell in such unprecedented times (1 Peter 5:6). 

• Concern overshadows indifference. Spiritual stress tests often 
reveal whether our greatest concern is for our kingdom or God’s 
Kingdom.  The one who is most concerned for God’s Kingdom 
and the salvation of lost souls is willing to give up anything 
(Romans 9:3).  It is impossible to be indifferent towards that 

• Grace overreaches condemnation. “…But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound…” (Romans 5:20).  The believer 
who has personally experienced this reality should be inclined 
to extend grace without limit (Matthew 18:22).  Though we 
must stand for righteousness and against sin, we must extend 
grace lest it become unclear who in the world belongs to God 
(John 13:35).

These spiritual stress tests are no doubt…stressful.  But sometimes, 
that is the point – to apply stress that will reveal and then refine the 
character of those who belong to God (Isaiah 48:10).  How are you 
doing with these tests?  The final results may be revealed sooner 
than we think (1 Corinthians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:9-11). 

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

SPIRITUAL STRESS TESTS

which we care about the most.

stress tests to reveal what was lacking.  And as the Great Physician, 

Such stress tests should reveal an abundance rather than lack of faith 
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A person might try to reform his life and quit doing 
immoral things, but that will not fix his heart. What is 
needed is a changed heart.  While science has not yet 
found a cure for the coronavirus, God has given a cure 
for a sinful heart – the blood of Christ.  

God did not leave Adam and Eve with the condemnation 
their sin deserved; He redeemed them.  He has brought 
redemption to every sin-sick soul through the death of 
Christ on the cross of Calvary.  It took the shed blood 
of the Lamb of God to take away our sin.  Reformation, 
religion or religious acts will never be able to cleanse 
us from sin.  Salvation cannot be purchased by gold or 
silver; it took the precious blood of Christ to redeem us 
from our sin.

When a cure for the coronavirus is discovered, the 
medicine will have to be taken in order to be effective.  
It would do no good to have a cure if it is not applied.  
God’s cure for sin must also be applied.  The sinner 
must acknowledge his lost condition and trust Christ 
as Saviour in order for his sin to be forgiven.  

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

THE INVISIBLE KILLER

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative

Our country was invaded early this year by an invisible 
killer, a microscopic virus that has been labeled 
COVID-19.  While it is invisible, it has wrought disaster 
over the entire world.  Lives have been lost, economies 
devastated, and it may take years for things to return 
to normal.  What foreign armies could not do has been 
accomplished in a few short months by something so 
small it can only be seen under a microscope.  

Great effort is being put forth to discover a vaccine and 
suitable medications to treat this disease.  While no 
doubt these will be discovered, they will not be able 
to reverse the damage that has been done.  While the 
virus is invisible to the naked eye, the effects are easily 
seen in the world around us.

There is another invisible killer that is much more 
serious than COVID-19.  While not every person will 
be infected by the coronavirus, every human soul is 
infected by sin.  Sin starts in the heart and is manifested 
in actions.  Sin in the heart is reflected in sins that are 
committed in the flesh.  Jesus said, “As a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he.”   Our first parents decided in their 
hearts to disobey God’s law, and then they acted.

Death is the result of sin. (Romans 5:12)  “Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned:”  Every funeral service is a testament to the 
effects of sin.  (Romans 6:23a) “  For the wages of sin is 
death;”   You may escape the effects of the coronavirus, 
but you will not escape the effects of sin.

Every immoral and evil act that a man might commit 
is a direct result of the sin that dwells in his heart.  
(Galatians 5:19-21) “ Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness,  20 Idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies,  21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, 
as I have also told you in time past, that they which do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  All 
these sinful acts are a result of the sin in the heart of 
the perpetrator.  
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 Well, HI everybody!  Thank you for turning to this 
page.  I have missed connecting with all of you so much!  I’ve 
missed us having the WBF Fellowship Meeting, and other 
ways of communicating with one another.  Just an FYI since 
the last time we shared this time together:  on May 15,  I 
moved out of the Fort Worth metroplex to a little town called 
Cisco, TX.  Both of my daughters live here, and my son Mike 
lives about forty miles away in Clyde.  They have been trying 
to get me to move here for the last two or three years.  I guess 
since my 89th birthday will be here Aug. 26, they  urged me 
to move here so I would be close should I need them. It is 
so very strange for me to leave my fabulous home church, 
Pleasantview Baptist Church, where I had been a member 
for 53 years, and to give up teaching my fantastic Ladies 
Bible Study class on Tuesday mornings.  It has been quite 
a transition to come to this small town of less than 4,000 
people to a small church of less than 100 people attending.  
One thing is for sure, though. Since my home church sent 
me and Bro. Bill out as home missionaries, we will always be 
attached through the mission office.  Even though the Lord 
called my husband home in 2001, Bro. Joey Bacon makes 
sure I’m behaving myself,  and he still uses me to be active in 
the WBF.  I know he would report me to Bro. McNeil if I didn’t 
behave! 

 There have been several couples visit me since I 

 

standard for us to obtain the benefit of salvation as a result 
of His Son’s sacrifice. He said in the Old Testament time and 
time again, “I WILL  IF  YOU WILL!”  His thought is expressed 
through His Son in  John 3:15-18 and verse 36 as well.  Joy 
should swell inside of us as we understand the privileges we 
have as children of God!  

 The happiest day of our lives should have been 
the day-- the moment we asked Jesus to take away our old 
Adamic nature, replace it with His perfect nature, forgive 
us of our sins, and receive us into His family. And because 
of that, He can use us to bring honor and glory to Him as 
we serve Him in any way He chooses to use us.  Just think 
about it, we will be with the Holy Trinity forever, and there is 
nothing Satan or anyone else can do to change those facts!

 There is a difference between joy and happiness.  Joy 
is a gift God gave us at salvation.  Happiness is circumstantial 
and changes depending on what’s going on in our lives.  We 
can’t be hypocritical and tell someone we are happy at the 
death  of a loved one or the loss of a job.  Bad health causing 
those we love to have their lives hanging in the balance 
doesn’t make us happy. We probably wouldn’t say we were 

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS

moved here, and one of the first questions they ask is, “Mrs. 
Moffitt, are you happy?”  I assure them I am just fine, but 
“Happy?”  That will take me a period of adjustment to reply
 to that question honestly. In fact, I need you to help me
 define “HAPPY” or “HAPPINESS.”  I really mean it!  It would
 help me tremendously if you would share with me the times
 through the years that you have been really happy!  Either
 write to me at 802 E. 21st St., Apt. 30, Cisco, TX 76437, or
 e-mail me: marjoriemoffitt@outlook.com, or phone me: 817
-690-8148.  There are so many ways and things and 
people that can make us happy. 

Psalms 144:15 tells us “…happy is that people whose 
God is the Lord.”  We truly should be the happiest people in
 the world just being aware that God the Father has made it
 possible for us to become an eternal part of His family. He
 allowed His only begotten Son, Jesus to leave heaven and
 to be born into the human race.  During His entire lifetime
 on earth, Jesus suffered indignities and shame, never once
 committing a sin in any way, thought or deed.  He knew
 we could never be perfect in our flesh, so He became that
 perfect sacrifice we needed as He was nailed to a cross,
 falsely condemned to die in our place.  Jesus loved us so
 much that He gave His life for us.  The Holy Father set the
 

happy about having no food to eat or experiencing problems 
with children or grandchildren (most of which we can do 
nothing about).  Or what if the car won’t run even if we had 
one,  or we are having problems between friends, etc? 

          There are a ton of things that keep us from “Being”
happy, but what about those things that make us happy? 
I can’t keep from smiling when I see babies smile and 
wave their arms and legs with happiness when their  
lovedones pay special attention to them. I love to laugh with 
friends over the craziest things! HUGS are the best way to 
make me happy!  It makes me happy when I learn of good 
things happening to those I care about.  SO!  Will you help 
me out here, and share with me the times you were the 
happiest?  We rarely forget those special times, so please 
share them with me.  I need to include them in a lesson to 
teach, and IF I receive your help I might even write a book 
about how to be happy.  PLEASE!  PLEASE!  PLEASE!  Helpme!
I can hardly wait to read or hear your response.   THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  I’LL KEEP YOU POSTED!
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I Want To Quit
 

           As you know, this temptation to quit is a problem that 
people in ministry often face.  My father-in-law gave me a book 
written by a pastor friend of his that had served in ministry 
for many years. Can you guess the name of the book? It was 
Don’t Quit Until You Finish.  When this faithful pastor thought 
of a perfect title to boil down all of his years of ministry advice 
into one statement, he came up with Don’t Quit.   I think that 
says something.  Many of us, at one point or another, as we sit 
overwhelmed and worn, struggle with the feeling of wanting 
to quit.  

heads until we feel like a shaken soda can ready to explode.  

             Like I said, I never understood quitting. But now, I 
want to quit. I want to quit because ministry is hard, depressing, 
stressing, and just not fun.

-  It’s hard when you work for months and years planning and 
preparing to launch a new church and then a global pandemic 
ruins your hard fought plans and destroys your momentum.   

-  It’s depressing when you are trying to start a new church and 
one of those people coming to your Bible studies decides to 
start their own church and take some of your prospects with 
them.  -  It’s stressful to think that you have supporters and 
people praying for your ministry telling you they can’t wait to 
see all the great things God is going to do, and you look around 
and feel like you are letting people down, like it’s all your fault.  

-  It’s not fun, however glamorous it may seem, to live in a city 
that is so spiritually dark and wicked that it’s palpable. Where 
your Christian values are mocked, put down, and even hated.  
Like when people give you the evil eye, and make off-handed 
comments about you having three children as if you have 
committed an evil act by having more than one child. 

           My wife Hali and I sometimes play a dangerous game 
where we imagine what life would be like if we didn’t have to 
start a church.  If we moved back to the south where Christian 
values are appreciated. What if I took a full time ministry 
position where I wouldn’t have to be bi-vocational? What if 
we moved to a place where we would actually be able to own 
a house with a yard our kids could play in, instead of paying 
$3400 for an apartment on the 3rd floor of a building. It seems 
like that would be the easy life. 

perpetual church hopping that goes on. Then there’s the all 
to common problem of having a church look at you as a paid 
employee instead of a servant leader because after all, they 
pay your salary.  Or, because you don’t have supporters and 
churches across the country looking at your ministry, you don’t 
have hundreds of people praying for you. You don’t receive the 
random email from a young man from a state in a different time 
zone telling you he prays for you every week. So instead, you 
feel totally alone. 

        All of us have reasons to quit.  But here is the advice...Don’t. 
Do Not Quit. Even through the vast amount of rational reasons 
to quit, we have one greater reason not to quit:

“I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” -Jesus.

That promise alone gives us hope for another day.  That promise 
gives us comfort to push back the negative thoughts that bring 
us down into depression.  That promise helps us fight sin, preach 
our hearts out, love our neighbors, shepherd our people, keep 
going and going and going no matter what! Because JESUS IS 
ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS NEAR! 

         When the world trashes our name, Jesus says, “I’m here 
for you.”  When our people are apathetic and uncaring, Jesus 
says, “I’m not going anywhere.”   When our hearts are bleeding 
at the thought of the wickedness of our city, Jesus says, “I know 
how you feel.”  When we feel totally and utterly and desperately 
alone, Jesus says, “I love you, and I am always and forever right 
by your side, even to the end of the world.”  

         We never quit on Jesus, because Jesus never quits on us. 

Instead, when we focus on Jesus being by our side, our 
perspective changes.  

We see an opportunity to bring the light of the gospel into 
one of the darkest places in our country.  We see the amazing 
experience of starting something from nothing.  We see  the joy 
and hope we can bring to someone that has lived in the grip of 
sin.  We see the smiles of unending joy that explode across the 
faces of people as they rise victoriously out of the baptismal 
waters and the congregation erupts with cheers and amen’s.  

      OH WHAT JOY!  OH WHAT GLADNESS!  OH WHAT A LIFE!  OH 
WHAT A SAVIOR!

Sometimes, I want to quit.  But then I think of Jesus by my side, 
and instead, I press on.  

I press on in the goodness and grace from the greatest friend I’ll 
ever know- my Jesus, my Savior, my faithful companion.   

Press on my friends. Press On. 
   

Article by
Jake Woodfin

WoodfinSF.com 

I never understood quitters.  Many times I have seen 
people, particularly in ministry, that have talked about quitting 
or have actually left the ministry and quit altogether.  This 
would always confuse me, and I would be left perplexed and
 unable to fathom the idea of quitting. 

            We start hearing the voices, “Just give up, it’s not worth 
it.”“You’ll be so much happier doing something else.”“You don’t 
need to do this, you can still minister in other ways.”“Life would 
be so much better if..._____.”“I’m not really making a difference 
anyway.”   Oh, so many rational sounding statements fill our 

Soon, one by one, we give in to those statements, and the ideas 
become realities. We give up and quit the ministry altogether. 

         But the grass is always greener on the other side. Every 
ministry has trade-offs. In the south, with such a heavy church 
culture, a pastor has to constantly be on guard from the 
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Crisis Creativity

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
16 years of student ministry experience

The STUDENT SEC TION

If the Global Pandemic of 2020 has taught us anything, it has 
taught us the truth of Jesus’  words in Matthew 16:18 that 
the gates of hell could not prevail against the church. When 
the doors of the church had to  “close,”  I feel as if the doors of 
ministry were pushed wide open…
 All of a sudden, we were ministering (virtually) like the first 
church did in Acts 5:42,  “And daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ”
(emphasis mine). We discovered new ways to minister. We 
discovered new ways to reach people. We discovered the 
Church doesn’t have walls.

When the doors Closed, the Church got Creative. 

For someone who loves creativity, I enjoyed watching the 
different ways that pastor friends were connecting with their 
people/students. I have jumped in on many “Zoom” hangouts 
and weekly Facebook Live check-ins. I’ve watched many online 
services and drive in church services. I’ve seen Pastors do virtual 
communion services, interactive youth group services on 
YouTube, host watch parties in houses on Sundays, distribute 
food to doorsteps, have drive through farmer’s markets, virtual 
guy’s night, ladies' PJ parties, online scavenger hunts, movie 
nights, etc! And I truly believe the church has come through this 
crisis more creatively healthy than ever before.

Now that the doors are Open, don’t neglect the 
Opportunities.

As churches begin to start opening their doors again, let 
me encourage you not to neglect the opportunities that lie 
before you. Just because we can meet in person doesn’t mean 
the virtual connection has to stop. I’ve written articles for 
The Fundamentalist before about not getting into a rut with 
ministry. This crisis forced all of us out of a rut. Don’t Go Back! 
Take advantage of the opportunity to try new things. Change 
things up with the way you do your services, the way you 
reach students, the way you build connection, and the way you 
disciple. And always remember, there may be an introverted 

part of your group that enjoys meeting online rather than in 
person. Don’t neglect the opportunity to reach them in these 
creative ways. Remember Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 9:20-27? 
In the last part of verse 22 and the first part of verse 23, he said 
this, “…I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means 
save some. And this I do for the gospel’s sake…”. Think outside 
the box for opportunities to spread the Gospel.

Christ drew large Crowds because of His Creativity.

Think about all the ways that Jesus reached people. Rarely 
did He do anything the same as the time before. He spoke 
from hillsides, boats, and beaches. He drew in the dirt, pulled 
a coin from a fish’s mouth, cursed a fig tree, and broke bread 
into pieces. He spit in mud, put kids on His knee, and flipped 
over tables.  He constantly used visuals, spoke in parables, and 
focused on application.  Jesus was the master communicator 
and the master of creativity. Jesus attracted many people to 
follow Him with His creativity, which gave Him the opportunity 
to reach more people with His message. “And a great multitude 
followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on 
them that were diseased.” (John 6:2) If Christ was creative, the 
Church should be creative also. 

The Global Pandemic of 2020 taught the Church to be Creative 
and my prayer is that the creativity will continue long after 
the crisis is over. Continue to find creative new ways to reach 
students… and do it “for the gospel’s sake.”
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MINISTRY OUTSIDE THE BOX

The circumstances in which we found ourselves due to
COVID-19 have led us to alter some of our methodologies in
order to benefit not only our current state of affairs, but future
situations as well. Something needed to change, so we
decided to conduct a hard assessment through prayer, and
began making changes. These are some of the ideas we have
come up with. A few good questions to start with are:
 Are our ministries effective? If not, maybe it’s time to take
a hard look at our methods.
 Are we effectively engaging unbelievers and the
unchurched?
 Are we taking advantage of the resources/technology
available in reaching the lost and edifying the church?
 Are we giving visitors a clear understanding of how to

become a disciple of Jesus and to multiply that experience?
 Does our community know that we exist other than for what we are against?
As a Mission Agency, our desire is to assist our pastors and missionaries in moving forward if they

would be willing to pivot. Two areas that this current dilemma has taught us to look at and that we
believe impact ALL AREAS and ALL KINDS of ministry are:

OUTREACH (Members and non-members alike)

 Consider daily devotionals, sermons, and services via:
 WhatsApp (Video and audio)
 Facebook (Live and Screen sharing)
 Zoom
 Be.Live
 There are several other formats.
Remember… Many churches are praising the effectiveness of online streaming worship and the
incredible value of groups interacting online. While thinking outside the box, consider Carey
Nieuwhof’s comment, “Church leaders need to focus on “the meaning, the message, and the
connection more than the production.” I agree! The quality in production will come with time.

 Mail sermons or Devotionals to people who are not online.
 Send handwritten notes to each other.
 Create a phone tree and call each other to check in.
 Deliver meals or food as needed to the person’s home.
 Establish prayer partners and pray for each other over the phone. Commit to keep praying.
 Pastors / Missionaries can offer Spiritual Direction online.

Ministry Outreach idea by Missionary Jake Woodfin - Recently we also put together a Prayer walk
through our neighborhood in response to all that has been happening in our nation. Six churches

This is a no-brainer for some, but most churches were not prepared for the COVID-19 quarantine.While there 

were some churches that may not have been affected, “Thinking outside the box" has been an expression
many churches and ministries across this nation and the world have had to put into action.

John Horton – Executive Mission Director

participated and we had over 250 people show up for the prayer walk. This was a huge unifying 

event and the pastors involved have started to work together to better reach our community.
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Becoming Job’s Wife

In Job chapter 2, after Job had 
lost everything (children, wealth, 
animals, and health), his wife came 
to him.  She said to him, “Dost 
thou still retain thine integrity?  
Curse God, and die.” Basically, she 
was saying, “Are you STILL strong, 
courageous, and resolute in your 
faith in God?  Just tell Him you 
don’t believe anymore and die!”  
We often judge her harshly, but 
are we so different?

In our day, it is so easy to become 
like Job’s wife without really noticing that we are.  When 
things are going all wrong, when the life we were 
comfortable in is shaken, when there is great loss and 
sadness - often our attitude is one of misery and bitterness.  
We just want to quit and we may even encourage others to 
do so.  I’ve known many in the ministry to resign and vacate 
their “post” due to overwhelming calamities.  Our true 
character comes out when unbearably difficult moments 
arise.

Job’s wife isn’t recorded as saying anything until after 
everything went wrong.  We sometimes can handle one or 
two things not going our way, but when the bottom drops 
out and the proverbial “last straw” is broken, what do we 
do?  How do we act?  I think we are more like Job’s wife than 
we will admit.

Job turned to God when his world turned upside down.  

It has been suggested that the end of the story for Job’s wife 
has two possible outcomes: she died after living bitterly, 
Job remarried, and she missed the blessings.  I prefer to 
believe in the alternate: because Job had seven more sons 
and three more daughters, his wife repented, watched how 
Job responded, learned from him and was blessed also!  

It is so easy to live continually disappointed and bitter 
when things don’t go our way.  We all respond this way 
sometimes, but when we repent and wait on the Lord, He 
will bless us, He will use us, and our lives will be a testimony 
of His grace.  

In Memory of Lonnie King
By Pastor Tim King

His car slowly rolled up to the checkpoint that was on the border 
between France and Spain along the Pyrenees Mountains. The 
Spanish police, known as the Guardia Civiles, motioned Lonnie to 
stop. The Guardia Civiles were Dictator Francisco Franco’s special 
guard. They were known for their rigid and serious nature. Hidden 
under some blankets in the back seat of his car was a toolbox filled 
with Bibles, New Testaments, and Christian literature hidden under 
some clothes he was taking to the victims in Valencia because of the 
terrible flood. Lonnie was very aware of the penalty for smuggling 
Bibles into Spain. If they were to inspect his vehicle and find his 
“contraband” he could be imprisoned or even possibly lose his life 
at that very moment. The stakes were high, but so was the need for 
Spanish people to hear the Gospel.  On one occasion, he was asked 
at a check point to take a Guardia Civil into Barcelona. There was 
absolutely no way Lonnie could say no. So, for the next 200 miles 
from the French border to Barcelona, the Guardia Civil sat with his 
arm resting on a box filled with clothes and Bibles.  Lonnie also 
prayed the whole way to Barcelona that they would not have any car 
problems because his toolbox was filled with tracts!  
 
Lonnie King was a simple and humble man from the oil fields of 
west Texas. After leaving the army he returned home and found 
that his parents were attending the Bible Baptist Church in Wichita 
Falls, TX, under the leadership of Dr. Masters.  His parents had been 
saved and baptized in the church. Every time the pastor would come 
visit Lonnie to invite him to church, he would slip out the back door. 
After moving to Monahans, Texas, and attending the Monahans 
Baptist Church, Lonnie received Christ and was baptized under the 
leadership of Rev. Rob Simmons.
 
He surrendered to full time service and attended the Bible Baptist 
Seminary in Fort Worth.  While in seminary he surrendered his life 
to the Lord through a series of events that started in Crane, Texas, at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church. During a youth rally, a pastor from Spain, 
Antonio Sanchis, spoke to the young people through a Macedonian-
like call for someone to come help in the ministry in Spain. God 
began working on his heart and he dedicated his life to the mission 
field of Spain. That call occupied 46 years of his life as a missionary.
 
After marrying his sweetheart, Jo Ann, he started his first work in 
the Canary Islands, Spain.  He had a remarkably successful work, 
which at the time was one of the largest works in Spain.  The church 
he started there is still in existence today. Later they moved to the 
mainland where he helped start and pastor several other churches.  
The last church he planted was a church in Murcia, Spain, alongside 
his son Tim.
 
After coming back to the States and during the last years of his life, 
Lonnie served with Tim in Arizona. He started a Spanish ministry and 
served as a deacon and treasurer.  Upon retirement Lonnie and Jo 
Ann moved to Crane, Texas, where his health began to deteriorate. 
Lonnie passed away on December 13, 2019, just a few moments 
after his family gathered around his bed and prayed. Lonnie loved 
the ministry and lived out his calling till the day the Lord called him 
Home. He always had a smile on his face and a humble spirit. Lonnie 
will be best known for having a true servant’s heart. 

by Julie Bacon

His wife turned on him.  As couples in the ministry we need 
to guard this area. We should both turn to the Lord and not 
on each other. We all know the devil was tempting Job and 
his wife, and God was allowing it to go only so far.   Often, 
we treat each other as if our spouse (or pastor or friend 
or children) is to blame.  We get angry with each other 
and say things we shouldn’t.  Instead we need to remind 
each other that what is happening has come to us through 
His hands, and it is for His purpose.  We need to “be still”
together and simply trust Him. This is the hardest thing for 
us to do. 
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Greetings from Ohio. March found us spending half of themonth in sunny Florida. We were able to participate in a wonderful
Missions Conference in Ocala where we had the opportunity to meet some new fellowmissionaries. W h i l e i n Kissimmee
I was blessed with being able to use my dummyDJ in several Christian school chapel services.
Throughout the first fewweeks we were able to visit churches where we had not been in a
while, along with seeing some friends I had not seen since Bible college days. What a joy to
catch up on old times! Upon leaving Florida, we headed north towards churches in
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey, stopping in South Carolina along the way. April
found us holding up and hunkering down in a missions house in Ohio. We, like so many other
furloughing missionaries have been experiencing canceled meetings, self-quarantining, live
streaming and/or sending recorded messages to churches here, as well as to our churches on
the field. Once again, thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us financially and
prayerfully through the years!

We are grateful that God´s promises stand firm even in the most difficult of times. There are times
that we feel so faint and weak, but God´s promises hold true. God promises in Isaiah 40:29, that “He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength.” We decided to
return to Brazil on February 5. My brother was improving even though he was still on hospice
because he was still seriously ill. We felt we had done all we could. Unfortunately, about three weeks
later he had pneumonia, and on March 22, we received news he had passed to glory. The funeral was
only graveside with few allowed to attend. Our daughter was able to record the services for us. We
are thankful to our Lord that we were able to spend many special days with my brother.

Our Mission Conference was celebrated March 13-15. We were very encouraged with the preaching
of God´s word. We had a good attendance and a good faith promise offering. One of the families of
the church was going through a separation. Soon afterward the wife rededicated her life and the
next day her husband accepted Christ as Savior.

Since March, the capital city of Paraná, Curitiba, in southwestern Brazil has been mostly shut down because
of the coronavirus pandemic. Some 40% of all commercial establishments are still closed. But God has
been so very merciful to us and to this metropolitan area. The great majority of the people are obeying the
social distance rules along with wearing masks, but some are not. We try to cleanse everything that enters
our home with alcohol or bleach. But all in all, we know it is the Lord who has kept us from contracting the
COVID-19. Thank you for lifting us up before God in your prayers. We know that we are well because of
God’s grace and your intercessory prayers. The ministry of reaching a lost world is a lifelong calling and
project. God-fearing men and women today, like those in days long past, are striving to reach as many as
possible with the Truth, God’s Plan of Salvation, while there is yet time.

God has blessed abundantly with souls saved, converts baptized, and new members added to the
churches. Our ministry through the local churches, evangelistic services, hospitals, children's clubs,
youth, and men's and women 's meetings have been very fruitful. Thank you. We ask for your
continued support and we're very thankful for it! May our Lord Jesus Christ richly and abundantly
bless each of you who share our goal and endeavor to glorify God and His Word with your lives and 

faithful service to Him and to His servants on the foreign fields of the world. “For God so loved the 

world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” John 3:16

In his second epistle to the Thessalonians, the Apostle wrote, “Finally, brethren pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free
course, and be glorified, even as it is with you.” 2 Thessalonians 3:1. During the past three months
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2020 WBF FALL MEETING UPDATE
For many of us, one of the highlights of the year is the annual WBF Fall 
Meeting.  This year, due to the current COVID-19 concerns in central 
Florida, and the uncertainty of how things might be in October, the 
decision has been made to cancel the WBF Fall Meeting.  Pastor Kenric 
Barnett and West Orlando Baptist Church were excited about hosting 
the meeting.  However, for the safety of the local church as well as those 
coming to the area from different parts of the country and world, it was 
considered unwise to have the meeting as scheduled.  It seemed best 
to make the decision now rather than make a last-minute decision after 
pastors and missionaries had made travel arrangements.  We appreciate 
your understanding in these unprecedented times.  

FALL MEETING OPPORTUNITIES

Though the fall meeting has been cancelled, there are still opportunities 
to be encouraged and to be an encouragement.

• VIRTUAL R & R
Prior to this decision, the WBF Mission Office coordinated a WBF 
Mission Family R & R (Virtual Reunion and Refreshers) for our 
missionaries.  This included some breakout sessions, encouraging 
preaching from God’s Word, and a special puppet show and craft 
lesson for the kids.  You may view this special event on our World 
Baptist Fellowship Missions Facebook page, or go directly to our 
website – www.wbfi.net.  Just click on “WBF Mission Family Virtual R 
& R” on our home page, and then click on the title you wish to view.  
We hope this will be a special blessing and encouragement to God’s 
servants.

• Gift Card “Scattered” Shower
Pastor Kenric Barnett expressed the desire for us to facilitate the gift 
card shower for the missionaries that usually takes place at the Fall 
Meeting.   We are calling this a gift card “scattered” shower since it 
will not take place in person.  These gift cards will be distributed to 
missionary families who are on deputation or furlough.  If you would 
like to contribute gift cards for these missionaries, please send them 
NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 1st to the address below.

• Special Mission Office Offering
Each October, the mission office is blessed with a special offering 
that supplements our general fund.  Our monthly support falls 
approximately $40,000 short each year of what is needed for our daily 
operations.  If you would like to contribute to this special offering 
again this year, please send your offering to:
WBF Mission Agency
P.O. Box 13459
Arlington, Texas  76094

• Special Days of Prayer
Each one of us understands the utmost importance of prayer.  Though 
we will not be meeting in person, it would certainly be beneficial for 
constituents to be unified in prayer from their respective locations.  
We are asking local churches and individuals to set aside some time for 
special prayer during those three days we would have met together:
October 12 – Special prayer for missionaries
October 13 – Special prayer for missionary kids
October 14 – Special prayer for pastors and local churches worldwide

We hope you will join us in praying for our country and local churches 
across the world fulfilling the Great Commission.  Regardless of what is 
happening, we praise the Lord for seeing His work continue “unto the 
furtherance of the gospel” (Philippians 1:12).


