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Thank You for the 
Opportunity

BUILDING THE KINGDOM

W B F  H I L L T O P  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 2 0

A P R I L  2 0 - 2 2

APR 20 7P- TIM LEE   (Retired USMC, Tim Lee Ministries)

 

APR 21

930A- JACK CRANE  (Pastor, Truevine Missionary Baptist Church)

 

1015A- CLIFTON MCDANIEL(Interim President, ABU)

 

11A- CHRIS FOBBS (Board Member, ABU/Pastor, Temple Baptist Church)

7P- JIMMY WITHERS (Pastor, Aurora Baptist Church)

APR 22

930A- MIKE STARLING  (WBF Missionary to Mexico, Starling Ministries)

 

1015A- TODD DUNN  (Pastor, Second Mile Church)

 

11A- MIKE EVANS (Faculty, ABU)

 

Special Musical appearance by

Shiloh

O N  T H E  C A M P U S  O F  

Arlington Baptist University

**WORSHIP WITH MARK HAMPTON &
BOSHMAN UPCHURCH**

1P- GOLF TOURNAMENT @ Lake Arlington Golf Course

 As I come to my final days as President of World 
Baptist Fellowship, I want to say “thank you” for the 
opportunity and privilege to serve the churches and 
pastors that make up this historic partnership.  In some 
ways we have taken some important steps forward, and 
yet there are undoubtedly great challenges ahead.  The 
greatest contribution, I believe, has been the adoption 
of a new WBF Constitution, which gives greater clarity 
to our purpose and identity, and provides a more 
effective structure to pursue our mission.  A document 
alone, however, will not ensure that the mission will be 
pursued.  That, of course, lies in the constituents of the 
Fellowship.

Thank you to those who have constantly expressed 
support and encouragement.  You have brought a 
breath of fresh air, even during times of frustration and 
disappointment.

Thank you to those “veterans” who have been a 
steady, positive presence.  You have not gotten 
caught up in the coming and going of others, or in the 
divisive rhetoric and attitudes that often surround the 
issues.  Many of you have been quiet, and yet steady, 
balanced and present.  You are more valuable than you 
may ever realize.

Thank you to the emerging generation of young 
pastors and leaders.  You are the hope for tomorrow.  
Your passion to go beyond just talking about the 
mission, but to taking bold steps to carry it out for God’s 
glory, is inspiring.  Your commitment to biblical truth, 
above and beyond traditions and expectations, is what 
will be your compass in the cross-cultural ministry that 
we now find ourselves in.

Only God knows the future, but I want to pursue God’s 
heart, values and mission with every ounce of my 

being.  I want to do it with like-minded servants of God 
who are committed to the same values.  But I don’t 
want to look ahead, without constantly looking around 
and behind to say “thank you” for every blessing that 
has enriched my life.  And the greatest blessings are 
people.  Thank you.

Rick Washburn Jr.
President
World Baptist Fellowship
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Two-way audio is a familiar concept in the market of home security 
systems.  Homeowners can hear individuals who approach their 
home and can communicate with them.  The homeowner can gain 
valuable information from visitors and deliver a message (or give a 
warning).  This makes two-way audio a valuable concept. 

“Two-way audio” is also a common concept regarding basic 
communication throughout generations and is of great value in 
passing the faith from one generation to another.  By the faith, I mean 
that assurance of beliefs that was “once delivered unto the saints” 
(Jude 1:3), and is meant to be passed on to others (2 Timothy 2:2).  
God commanded His people to teach the next generation about Him 
and His ways (Deuteronomy 6:6-12).  Failure to do so has proven to 
produce generations who do not truly know the Lord (Judges 2:10).

Initially, it seems that two-way audio is unnecessary for a generation 
to pass down God’s truth.  Some would logically conclude that 
future generations simply need to hear from previous generations, 
and that there is no need for the upcoming generations’ voices to 
be heard.  However, when it comes to teaching the next generation 
(discipleship), the Bible does not promote a dictatorship style 
of teaching or speaking.  Paul instructed Timothy to be “gentle,” 
“patient,” and to have “meekness” as he instructed others (2 
Timothy 2:24-25).  Even as Timothy was learning from Paul, he was 
told “Let no man despise thy youth…” (1 Timothy 4:12).  The younger 
generation must be encouraged to have a voice, for it will be their 
voice declaring truth to the generations after them.

How does this two-way audio become practically beneficial from 
generation to generation?  I would like to offer some suggestions 
from both sides of the microphone, if I can.

Benefits of the PRESENT generation listening to the PREVIOUS 
generation:

1. Life Experience
“Been there, done that.”  Life has a way of proving the good, the bad, 
and the ugly.  Many of us can relate to having grand ambition at a 
younger age to do what we considered to be “a better way.”  Although 
we may have listened somewhat to the voices of experience, we had 
to learn hard life lessons through our own personal experiences.  
Each generation has valuable life experiences from which the 
younger generation can learn.  At the very least, we can teach them 
what NOT to do.   

2. Biblical Knowledge
While I was attending Bible College, I found it humorous to quote 
Psalm 119:99 “I have more understanding than all my teachers…”  
However, the remainder of the verse is key:  “…for thy testimonies 
are my meditation.”  Meditation on the Word of God certainly gains 
more understanding than mere intellectual study.  But the fact is, 
in Bible College, our teachers had more BIBLICAL understanding 
than we did, for they had spent many more years meditating on 
and studying the Word of God.  Therefore, there was much for us 
to learn from those who had searched the scriptures longer than we 
had searched them.

3. God-ordained authority
Human leaders are…well, human, and no human leader is perfect.  
However, God ordains leadership in His sovereignty and blesses 

obedience to those leaders He ordains (Romans 13:1-5; Hebrews 
13:7).  The only exception is when one is being led or commanded to 
disobey God (Acts 5:29).  Beyond that, it is always beneficial in the 
eyes of the Lord to hear and heed those whom God has placed in 
authority over us (parents, pastors, and other leaders). 

Benefits of the PREVIOUS generation listening to the PRESENT 
generation:

1. Understanding their specific need
Although humanity’s deepest spiritual need transcends culture and 
age, that need is certainly affected by the culture and age in which 
one lives.  There have been generations in the past who simply 
wanted someone to tell them what to do.  But present generations 
are more interested in why we do what we do.  They need more 
than mere instruction, they need insight.  That is just one example 
of what we learn about a generation’s specific need when we listen.

2. Appreciating their sincere passion
The present generation seems to want more.  They are passionate 
about whatever they pursue.  Passion is a positive characteristic 
when the object of that passion is spiritual.  One generation may 
not be comfortable with another generation’s style of worship or 
service.  But it is crucial that we not quench their passion, but rather 
appreciate it and encourage that passion to be guided in a spiritual 
(not emotional) direction.

3. Gaining accountability
As was already mentioned, no human leader is perfect.  We make 
mistakes, even as we are leading this present generation.  There is 
nothing wrong with a student bringing a mistake to the teacher’s 
attention.  The only reason for the teacher to resist such an 
acknowledgement from a student would be pride.  I am concerned 
that at times, pride has hindered us from allowing those we teach to 
hold us accountable for how comprehensively and consistently we 
teach them.             

There are certainly benefits to applying the two-way audio concept 
regarding passing along the faith to future generations.  One thing 
to bear in mind is, though two-way audio cameras allow you to both 
listen and speak, one cannot do both at the same time.  May the 
Lord help both the previous and present generations to stop and 
listen, thus enhancing the learning process for each generation.

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

TWO-WAY AUDIO…FROM ONE 
GENERATION TO ANOTHER
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 Saul of Tarsus was very zealous for the traditions of 
the fathers.  He had spent his entire life preparing to serve 
his religion.  He felt that it was his duty to God to persecute 
the believers in Jesus Christ.  When Stephen was stoned to 
death he gave his assent and kept the robes of those who 
threw the stones and took Stephen’s life.  His persecution 
caused many believers to flee from Jerusalem, and he sought 
permission from the Sanhedrin to go to Damascus and arrest 
the believers there.   As he drew near to Damascus the Lord 
Jesus appeared to him in a light brighter than the noon day 
sun.  He was gloriously saved and called to serve the Jesus he 
had been persecuting.

 Some thirty years after his salvation, he wrote to 
the Philippian  church concerning Christ.  His overwhelming 
desire was “that I may know Him.”  He was not referring to 
knowing Christ as Saviour, but knowing Him in a more 
intimate way.  He wrote to the church and gave us some ways 
to know Christ.

CHRIST IS OUR LIFE

Philippians 1:21  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.”  For the believer, Christ is the Life.  John 14:6  “Jesus 
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  To know Christ is to know 
the source of eternal life.  Christ is the only life.  Galatians 
2:20  “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 

CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE

Philippians 2:5-8  “Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God:  7 But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men:  8 And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.”  The Lord Jesus showed 
us by His life what it means to be submissive to the will of 
God.  He was our example in humility, in obedience, and 
faithfulness.  He was obedient to His Father’s will even to the 
death of the Cross.  We need to be obedient to live for God 
and allow His will to be accomplished in our lives.  

CHRIST IS OUR LORD.

Philippians 2:9-11  “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name:  10 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

Upon seeing the Resurrected Christ, Thomas said, “My Lord 
and my God.”  We should recognize and praise Him as our 
Lord and live for God.  We belong to Him because we have 
been bought with a price: the precious blood of Christ.  

CHRIST IS OUR REWARD

Philippians 3:13-14  “Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before,  14 I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  

We look forward to the day we shall see Him and hear Him 
say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”   We should 
faithfully serve Him and do our best to fulfill His will for our 
lives.   Paul lost all that this life could offer but gained Christ.  
He counted Christ as the most important thing in his life.

CHRIST IS OUR HOPE

Philippians 3:20-21  For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  21 
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”  Our 
hope for eternity rests in Christ.  We should live every day in 
expectation of the coming of the Lord Jesus.

CHRIST IS OUR SUFFICIENCY

The Lord provides power to accomplish His work and will.  
Philippians 4:13  “ I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.”  Whatever we need to do the work of God, 
He will provide.  He will provide spiritual strength, physical 
strength, material needs; and we will be able to do His work.  

He promises to supply every need.  Philippians 4:19  “But 
my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.”

In the midst of knowing about 
Christ, it is so important that 
we know Him.

THAT I MAY KNOW HIM

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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 When the WBF  Missions Committee approves a new 
missionary they tell them, “Now you know you are not going to 
just one spot.  You must work yourself out of a job.  You find a 
place to begin, build your church until it’s large enough to have 
its own national pastor.  You train him in the Word, teach him 
the do’s and don’ts of being a pastor and then move on to a new 
town or village.”  Well, when you are a missionary, after thirty or 
forty years of doing that, you wake up one morning to find that 
all your strength and energy “just got up and went,” or else your 
health just won’t allow you to continue.  You realize that you just 
don’t have the stamina to meet the demands of going from early 
morning to dark thirty beginning all over again for another few 
years to get another church ready, so you make plans to return 
to the States.  It’s going to be strange because before when you 
came back for furlough, you spent most of your time reporting 
to your supporting churches, and had very little time to spend 
with your families.  This time you will be returning for good, and 
can experience the joy of getting acquainted all over again with 
your children and grandchildren, and you will be able to share 
some of your wisdom  and experiences they may never get to 
have in their lives.

                                ****************************

 Those who have returned from their fields all over 
the world are seven couples, ten widows, and one widower.  
They returned to their home towns to work with their sending 
churches, and, believe me, they are really staying busy promoting 
the Lord’s work as they assist their pastors  in the different ways 
they are needed. 
  

COUPLES  WHO  RETURNED

 35 Years in Brazil: Phil & Debbie Harris - to Richland Hills, TX.

 24  Years in Brazil: Wendell & Daisy Hiers  -  to Arlington, TX 
where he also worked as president of the college for a while, and 
followed Bro. Moffitt in the Missions Office as Home Missions 
Director and  Mrs. Hiers as a Secretary.

40 Years in Ecuador: Gary & Sandy Janky - to Arlington, TX.

39 Years in Colombia & Chile: Larry & Barbara Koehn - to 
Arlington, TX.

8 Years in the Philippines, had to leave for safety reasons, 
Pastored a while, and then were in Dominica for 8 years: John & 
Reba Robinson - to McDermott, OH.

40 Years in Mexico & Baja, CA: Don & Mary Rowland  - to Seven 
Valley, PA.

24 Years in Colombia: Rick & Jackie Washburn - to Vandalia, OH.
       

WIDOWER
 30 Years in Honduras : Jim Foster (Dot) - to Grand Prairie, TX.
 

WIDOWS/ ONE SINGLE
37 Years in Thailand, Spain, Ireland:  Joann Adcock (Bobby) - to 
Fort Worth, TX.

56 Years in Brazil: Elaine Hawkins (Joe) - to Lansing, KS.

42 Years in Spain: JoAnn King (Lonnie) - to Crane, TX.

45 Years in Indonesia, Micronesia, Jamaica: Dorothy McClure 
(David) - to Kenansville, FL.                                                                     

45 Years in Mexico: Gayle Sparks - to Oxford, AL.

35 Years in Brazil:  Saundra Henderson(Cecil) - to Arlington, TX                   
(She’s now Mrs. Bob Temple).

42 Years in Guatemala: Wanda Whaley (Doyle) - to Grand Prairie, 
TX.

50 Years Indians in Mexico: Barbara Wimm (Ralph) - to Joshua, 
TX.

37 Years American Indians USA: Bonnie Winters (Jim) - to Milan, 
NM (and still there).

49 Years - Organized two churches in Carlsbad, NM 9 years; 
Phoenix, AZ 6 years; on Missions Committee 36 years; Home 
Missions Director for 6 years before God took him home in 2001: 
Marjorie Moffitt (Bill) - Kennedale, TX.
                  
 On behalf of all of us who are retired, THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  First, for choosing to support our 
ministries in the first place, for your faithfulness through 
the many years of praying for us, your financial support, and 
encouragement– especially those times when you went many 
an extra mile to help us when times got tough in our works.  We 
will never forget you!  May God bless you greatly with special 
rewards for what you’ve done and continue to do to support 
Missions.  Be assured that as long as we have a breath left, WE 
will love, pray for and support the World Baptist Fellowship!  

THANK YOU FOR CARING!!

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
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How to Promote Church Planting in Your 
Church: 5 Simple Ideas

 1. Preach on Church Planting.

The Pulpit sets the Priorities.  This idiom is so true.  When it 
comes to what church people value, it can be traced to the 
pastor.  People aspire to do what you celebrate.  If a pastor 
does not celebrate American church planting than the 
value of American church planting within the hearts of the 
congregation is often miniscule.  Within the World Baptist 
Fellowship, we have seen very, very few American church 
planters sent out of our churches.  We have seen very few 
churches in our fellowship multiply to start more churches 
in their own areas.   IF people are going to value church 
planting then pastors first must stoke the value for church 
planting within their own hearts.  It starts with us. 

 2. Support a Church Planter.

Independent Baptists have an AWESOME advantage as 
a group in that we believe in local churches supporting 
missions.  This means our church people are exposed 
to worldwide missions through missionaries presenting 
their ministries and the church people supporting those 
missionaries.  While I was on deputation, we were able to 
present in quite a few churches that either had no American 
church planters they were supporting or had never even had 
an American church planter present their ministry in their 
church at all.    

Some of that is old thinking that a U.S. church planter should 
just get a job and not be supported.  Although this is possible 
in some cases (I moved to Ohio to help a church get started 
without raising support), it is very unlikely in many cases 
(moving to NYC or San Francisco), and it puts an extreme 
strain on the planter if he is not supported. 

Our support of worldwide missions stokes the passion for 
missions within our church. So too, supporting U.S. church 
planters will stoke the passion for church multiplication 
within America (which by the way will lead to more churches 
supporting more missionaries and thus helping worldwide 
missions in a great way). 

 3. Take a Mission Trip to help a Church Planter.

Once you support a church planter, take a trip to help them.  
Not only is the cost of these trips low due to staying within 
the U.S., it also will stoke your people’s passion for reaching 
their own people! Many times, the people in our churches 
will give thousands in faith promise giving to support 
missionaries reaching people around the world, yet they will 

fail to share the gospel with their own neighbor.  When on a 
mission trip to help a church planter, the people can minister 
and share the gospel to people in their own language.  This 
can only help revive people’s desire to reach the people in 
their own neighborhood. 

 4. Start a Seed Church out of Your Church.

Yes, your church can right now begin the process of starting 
another church.  No, you do not need tons of money; no, 
you do not need a building; no, you do not need a 501(c)
(3).   All you need is a Bible, a leader, and a meeting spot to 
hold a Bible study.   There are most likely people that come 
to your church that drive from a different neighborhood in 
your city, or even from a neighboring town.   Start a Bible 
study in their home as an outreach into that neighborhood 
with the intention of that seed church growing into its own 
independent church.   Our outreach doesn’t always have to 
result in making our church bigger. It would be good if our 
goal would be to start another church instead.

 5. Hire a Church Planter. 

Churches hire Associate Pastors, Youth Pastors, Secretaries, 
Business managers, Children’s Pastors, Music Pastors...etc.   
Why not skip one of those and hire a church planter?   Why 
not as a pastor take a partial pay cut to be able to hire a 
church planter?   We hire these men because we value our 
own church growth and needs.  If we hire a church planter, 
that shows we value church planting and the growth of 
God’s kingdom, not just our church.  This church planter 
could be a part time position or full time, and the church 
could hire him for a set amount of time or indefinitely to 
plant a church in a nearby neighborhood or city.   This one 
idea could revolutionize U.S. church planting as we know 
it.  Churches would be planting more churches, and church 
planters would be getting to the work with the security of 
being supported by one church. 

If we do not start more churches in America, we will lose 
America which in turn will hurt missions around the world.   
Reach Home to Reach the World.   We MUST make planting 
churches a priority.  It starts with us!  

If you need any help fleshing these ideas out in your church 
please feel free to contact me or another church planter.      
JakeWoodfinSF@gmail.com

Article by
Jake Woodfin

WoodfinSF.com 
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Visitor Vision Part 2
In our last issue, we began discussing the value of having 
Visitor Vision. We talked about the importance of Punctuality, 
Placement, and People for our first time guests. Many times, 
we can think that our ministry is doing all these things right, 
but if you have someone come in to observe, you might get a 
different perspective.

In this article, we will look at three more areas of importance for 
visitors.

1. Presence Matters.
Maybe the most intimidating thing my family encountered 
as we visited churches last summer was when we would 
walk into a church and there was NOBODY in the lobby to 
greet us and show us where to go. Even my introvert wife 
and daughter thought this was strange. It’s important to 
make sure you have friendly people at each entrance door to 
welcome people as they come into church. If your parking lot 
is big, or if there are multiple entrances and/or buildings on 
your campus, may I suggest you develop a parking lot team 
to assist people as they pull onto your property. They don’t 
have to be overbearing with guests, but a simple smile, “hello,” 
and a point to the welcome center will certainly help visitors 
feel like you care about them attending.

2. Programs Matter.
Whether you like the idea or not, programs matter. It’s 
important to have clean, safe, modern, and I’ll say it again, 
clean areas for families of all ages to worship. Make sure your 
nursery is warm and inviting, and that there is an intentional 
plan for taking care of babies and toddlers. Your kids’ program 
should cultivate an excitement for kiddos to want to be there. 
Make the space bright, interactive, and modern, engaging 
different styles of learning. Your student ministries and 

young adult ministries (yes, you should have a young adult 
ministry) should keep up with the current trends in design 
and functionality. Obviously, this is not an exhaustive list of 
programs, but think about your community and the needs 
within your community. Develop programs within your 
church to meet those needs.

3. Planning Matters.
Your weekly services should have some sort of structured 
plan. That plan should be available for visitors to see (most 
likely on a website) so that they can plan their visit to your 
church. Give them an idea of what to wear, how long services 
last, where to find changes to normal service times (in case 
of inclement weather or holidays). But don’t just post stuff 
on a website and not adhere to it. Stick to the plan. I’m not 
disregarding the leading or moving of the Holy Spirit in 
services, and I love Ed Young’s word “Cram-ativity,” which he 
defines as the ability to cram in last minute ideas in a service 
or message.  But for the most part, for the sake of those 
visiting, stick to your plan and then you can plan for people to 
stick.

In whatever area of ministry you serve, develop a Visitor’s Vision. 
Look for ways to make a first time guest feel at home on the first 
visit.

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
16 years of student ministry experience

The STUDENT SEC TION
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MISSIONS - LIVING ON PURPOSE 

Evangelism / Discipleship is something that we know but many times struggle in doing. In a  LLiiffeewwaayy  RReesseeaarrcchh  ssttuuddyy,, 80 percent 
of professing Christians surveyed believe they have a personal responsibility to share their faith, however, more than 60 percent have 
never shared the Gospel with another person. Furthermore, Lifeway identified eight biblical attributes that are consistently evident in 
the lives of maturing believers and sshhaarriinngg  tthhee  GGoossppeell had the lowest average score among those surveyed. What does this mean? It 
means that the majority of Christians have a Biblical understanding of our responsibility for evangelism but are just not doing it. It 
doesn’t just happen; Living missions means living on purpose. We need to embrace a BBiibblliiccaall  iiddeennttiittyy with a BBiibblliiccaall  uurrggeennccyy. 

IDENTITY - 
Do you see yourself as one God has sent into your community with the 

Gospel? Many Christians don’t and this is a real problem. The Bible teaches us that 
all Christians are called to be a part of the work of evangelism. It’s not only for the 
mature, extroverted believers. MMaatttthheeww  2288::1199--2200 is an example: “GGoo  yyee  tthheerreeffoorree,,  aanndd  
tteeaacchh  aallll  nnaattiioonnss,,  bbaappttiizziinngg  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  SSoonn,,  aanndd  ooff  
tthhee  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt::  TTeeaacchhiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee  aallll  tthhiinnggss  wwhhaattssooeevveerr  II  hhaavvee  ccoommmmaannddeedd  
yyoouu::  aanndd,,  lloo,,  II  aamm  wwiitthh  yyoouu  aallwwaayy,,  eevveenn  uunnttoo  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  AAmmeenn. It is a 
mandate Jesus is giving His followers - GGOO and MMAAKKEE  DDIISSCCIIPPLLEESS or ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  JJeessuuss. 
How do we make followers of Jesus? We do this by proclaiming the Gospel and 
teaching them what Jesus commanded - lliivviinngg  iitt  bbyy  eexxaammppllee! This verse is not a 
suggestion…it’s a CCOOMMMMAANNDD. In other words, the identity of the Christian is one 
SSEENNTT as an AAMMBBAASSSSAADDOORR of Jesus…sent out  BBYY  CCHHRRIISSTT and FFOORR  CCHHRRIISSTT!!  The Bible 
is the textbook for the work of evangelism and the training manual for the Christian. 

Typically, we refer to a missionary as someone sent across people group lines in order to preach and persuade people of the 
Gospel of Jesus. But from the standpoint of identity, WWEE  AARREE  AALLLL  MMIISSSSIIOONNAARRIIEESS. In other words, imagine you were sent to China, Papa 
New Guinea, or Brazil as a missionary. HHooww  mmiigghhtt  yyoouu  ssttrruuccttuurree  yyoouurr  lliiffee? HHooww  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  pprraayy? HHooww  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  iinntteerraacctt  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  
nneeiigghhbboorrss? You would organize your life and ministry with the goal of reaching people around you with the Gospel. Your life would be 
oorriieenntteedd  aarroouunndd  tthhaatt  mmiissssiioonn. And this is the only way things get done. Nobody slouches into obedience and faithfulness. TThheeyy  lliivvee  iitt  

oouutt  ON PURPOSE. The problem in the USA, as I see it, is that for decades many Christians appear to live their lives in a way as to sseeeemm  
ttoo  bbee  eexxeemmpptt from the task Christ gave His Church and as a result, Christianity is being excluded from society as a whole. The only 
solution is bbrriinnggiinngg  oouurr  lliivveess  ttoo  bbee  iinntteennttiioonnaallllyy  ccaalliibbrraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGoossppeell  aanndd  iittss  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn, and only then will we pursue what Christ 
has called us to do. 

URGENCY  -- 

Our temptation when hearing this mandate or perhaps rehearing it, depending on the case, is to agree and resolve to prioritize 
this reluctantly. “OOkkaayy,,  II’’llll  mmaakkee  ssoommee  cchhaannggeess  hheerree..  II’’llll  ddoo  iitt  iinn  tthhee  nneeww  yyeeaarr.” BBuutt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aanndd  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  wwoonn’’tt  lleett  uuss  ddoo  tthhaatt. It 
attaches a sense of uurrggeennccyy. “WWaallkk  iinn  wwiissddoomm  ttoowwaarrdd  tthheemm  tthhaatt  aarree  wwiitthhoouutt,,  rreeddeeeemmiinngg  tthhee  ttiimmee.” (CCooll..  44::55). It’s a similar idea to 
what Paul writes in EEpphheessiiaannss  55::1155--1166, “SSeeee  tthheenn  tthhaatt  yyee  wwaallkk  cciirrccuummssppeeccttllyy,,  nnoott  aass  ffoooollss,,  bbuutt  aass  wwiissee,,  RReeddeeeemmiinngg  tthhee  ttiimmee,,  bbeeccaauussee  
tthhee  ddaayyss  aarree  eevviill..” What does he mean here? He means we should not squander our time but instead, steward it. Don’t presume upon 
time. We shouldn’t live as though we or others have an infinite amount of time. WWee  ddoonn’’tt!! The people in our family, office, school or 
community might only have today. We don’t know. We have already wasted time and shouldn’t do it anymore. When we lived as 
unbelievers, we were professional time wasters. We failed to live in any way as for the glory of God. Even now as believers, to our 
shame, many times we waste our time. So,  uurrggeennccyy clarifies our thinking and priorities. Knowing the days are short (and evil), people 
are dying, and a good majority are going to hell, LLIIVVEE  WWIITTHH  IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNAALLIITTYY  AARROOUUNNDD  UUNNBBEELLIIEEVVEERRSS. Don’t waste your time but rather redeem 

it. Buy it back. Love God and others! If we want to reach people with the Gospel, we must LIVE OUT MISSIONS ON PURPOSE! 
 

 

John Horton – WBFMA Executive Mission Director 
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   When I turn on my television I am constantly reminded 
of a lost and dying world.  One could take everything in 
and think that God’s presence has almost entirely left this 
world.  What the media does not show is that there are 
more people coming to Christ around the world than ever 
before! My Bible prophesies that God will pour His spirit out 
in the last days, and because of that hope, I am very excited.  
God has put you and me here at this very important time in 
history for a reason!

Dr. D.L. Moody envisioned a motto for Arlington Baptist 
University, “Creating WorldChangers.”  You may ask 
yourself; what does a WorldChanger look like, what 
would be the purpose behind creating WorldChangers, 
and how in the world are we going to create these so-
called “WorldChangers”?  To answer these questions, we 
must look at the ultimate WorldChanger, Jesus Christ.  
Without a doubt, we know that He was the most influential 
WorldChanger to ever walk the earth.

Often times in our Christian circles, we tend to focus on what 
everyone else is doing as opposed to looking at ourselves 
and what God would have us to be.  We forget that Jesus’ 
sole purpose of leaving heaven was so that the world 
through Him might be saved.  Jesus obviously changed 
the world!  He was a friend of publicans and sinners and 
rejected by the majority of the religious crowd.  His message 
was in opposition to what the religious crowd was pushing.  
Many of us reject sinners without even realizing it just to 
feel comfortable in our own group of friends, overlooking 
a lost and dying world. This is the exact opposite of Jesus’ 
teachings.  I think it is safe to say that Jesus rocked the boat 

in His ministry.  His purpose was to be a WorldChanger; to 
bring everyone to the saving knowledge of His grace!  He is 
our perfect model of what a WorldChanger looks like.  The 
times certainly have changed and our methods may have 
to change, but the message has not changed at all.

To create WorldChangers we must be WorldChangers 
ourselves.  Everywhere that Jesus went there was an 
excitement about His presence.  The religious crowd 
trembled, but everyone else was curious and excited.  I 
think that it would be safe to say that everything that 
Jesus did, He did with excellence.  How could the only 
person in the history of the world that was perfect not do 
everything with excellence?! With that being said, we will 
create WorldChangers at Arlington Baptist University with 
a culture of excellence and a campus of excitement about 
the things of Christ!  We owe it to the cause and name of 
Jesus to model our campus and our methods after Him!

If we are faithful in our pursuit of excitement and 
excellence in creating WorldChangers then they will not 
only do amazing things, they will also continue the cycle 
of creating more WorldChangers.  When students leave 
our university, they will have the 6 “C’s” of a WorldChanger.  
They will commune daily with God, be confident in their 
standing with Christ, be compelled to serve others over self, 
be capable to lead others to Christ, conquer life’s difficulties 
through Christ, and be committed to honesty, integrity, 
and faithfulness in all areas of their lives. As ministers for 
the cause of Christ, it is imperative that we follow these 
principles so that we can be like the ultimate WorldChanger 
preparing others for life and ministry!

PRAY
FOR OUR

MISSIONARIES

by Clifton McDaniel
Interim President
Arlington Baptist University
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Eyes Like a Fountain:  Lessons from the 
Weeping Prophet

By Aaron McNeil
Pastor, Southpoint Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas

True followers of Jesus have pretty much always been on 
the margins of society. Sure, we have seen some exceptions 
to this; but even when we look back on the glory days of 
Christendom, things didn’t exactly turn out great. Believers 
in the western world have all but had a heyday basking in 
the societal acceptance of the church. But the tide is turning. 
The pangs of birth are being felt, the birth of a cultural tidal 
wave that looms over and seeks to destroy Biblical values. 

How should the disciple of Christ respond? By accepting 
what has always been true. The world hates the message of 
the cross. Jesus told us to expect to be hated, just like He was 
hated. We have found too much comfort in this world and 
forgotten that we were meant for another.
To be viewed as an exile should be celebrated by the disciple 
of Jesus, not feared. Perhaps it is in this state that the gospel 
does its work. Perhaps when our beliefs are challenged, 
we can finally understand what it is we truly believe. When 
our convictions are questioned, we learn what it means to 
actually live with conviction. When faith is tested, maybe we 
discover who has actually been changed by it.

As believers in Jesus Christ, the church has the responsibility 
to be involved in the culture, and hopefully to even be 
involved with the creating of culture. And those are two 
very different things. Jesus commanded that we go into the 
world and win souls for Christ in what we know as the “Great 
Commission”. Therefore, we cannot isolate ourselves from 
culture and the world, and we need not fear it. We must be 
active in it, while calling it to repentance.

What can you and I do? We can learn from the prophet 
Jeremiah. He is known as the Weeping Prophet, and he had 
the responsibility of warning the people of Judah of coming 
judgement. He had to watch as the people were killed, 
Jerusalem was destroyed, and thousands were taken into 
captivity.

Jeremiah 9:1 says: Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my people!

– Weep for a lost culture.
As you watch our world and culture move further from God 
and truth, your heart should certainly break. Our eyes have 
been dry for far too long. People are hurting and broken, and 
we have allowed our hearts to be hardened. 

Jeremiah wept over the loss of truth. He wept as he watched 
his people go through what they did. We should be broken 
over sin. And that brokenness will lead us to a better place 
of understanding where we can actually love the lost and 
impact their lives.

– Ask God for humility.
Pride will never allow us to impact culture. When God 
spoke to Jeremiah for the first time, He told him that He 
wanted Jeremiah to speak for Him to the people. Jeremiah’s 
response? I am but a child, I am not worthy to speak for you.

– Speak truth from that humility.
The Gospel must at some point be spoken and heard if 
we hope to see people transformed by the power of God’s 
Word. Truth must be spoken, even if no one seems to listen. 
Jeremiah spoke God’s warning, and love, to people, and he 
had to watch the consequences unfold.

– Call for repentance.
Beg the nations and culture to turn their hearts to God. We 
know that God is good, and it pleases His heart when people 
call out to Him.


