
Promoting the World B aptist  Fel lowship and I ts  Approved M inistr ies

Winter 2019Winter 2019

Challenge for 2020 pg 1

Four things about God’s Children pg 3

Are you all there? pg 2

Sam’s Story pg 5



Volume 93, No.4
Winter 2019

The Fundamentalist

Published quarterly by the 
World Baptist Fellowship
3001 W. Division Street
Arlington, TX 76012

POSTMASTER - Send address 
changes to:
P.O. Box 13459 
Arlington, TX 76094-0459

Volume 93, No.4
Quarterly Publication
Winter: Dec. 2019 - Feb. 2020

Owner:
World Baptist Fellowship
Dr. J. Frank Norris, Founder 

Editorial Office:
Send Correspondence to:
P.O. Box 13459 
Arlington, TX 76094-0459
No. DDM 462.2

Editorial Board:
Kenric Barnett
Charles Bartlett
Bronson Clemens
Alan Harris
Doug Harris
Andrew Hayward
Jake Woodfin

Subscription Rates:
United States: $3.00/Year
Canada: $3.00/Year
Foreign Countries: $3.50/Year
Group Subscriptions
(Classes, Churches, etc.)
United States: $5.00/Year
Canada: $5.00/Year
Foreign Countries: $10.00/
Year (Sent in bundles of 10 or 
more to one address)

Cover Photographs Courtesy 
wallpaperplay.com/

Publication Graphics and 
Layout by James Tyler

W
in

t
e

r
 2

0
1

9
W

in
t

e
r

 2
0

1
9

The Fundamentalist
Volume 93, No. 4
Winter 2019

Table
Of

Contents

Challenge for 2020                                      pg1
Rick Washburn Jr.

Are you all there?                                        pg2
Joey Bacon

Four things about God’s Children  pg3
Tommy Raley 

Sam’s Story                                                 pg5
Jake Woodfin 

Missions in Christmas!                                  pg7
John Horton 

CLASSIC Ministry Women                     pg8 
Julie Bacon

Dot Foster                                                       pg10
Home with the Lord      

Heartbeat of the WBF
The Student Section
News From the Regions Beyond

4
6
9

OFFICERS OF W.B.F. AS OF APRIL, 2018
President-Rick Washburn, Jr.
1st Vice-President-Mark Dallalio
2nd Vice-President-Terry Collins
Secretary-Charles Bartlett

WBF EXECUTIVE BOARD
Dr. Clark Bosher
Charles Bartlett
Terry Collins
Mark Dallalio
Aaron Gowens
Tracy Spencer
Rick Washburn, Jr.

MISSION BOARD
McCauley Austin
Kenric Barnett
Charles Bartlett
Bronson Clemens

Terry Collins
Mike Gray
Rick Henry
Tim King
Lyndel Lee Sr.
Byrom Martin
Jimmy McNeil
Tracy Spencer
Andrew Vandergriff

ARLINGTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY BOARD
Curtis Blake
Reginia Crane
Mark Dallalio
Chris Fobbs
Donnie Foster
Lee Futcher
Steve Hamm

 PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
Kenric Barnett
Charles Bartlett
Bronson Clemens
Alan Harris
Doug Harris
Andrew Hayward
Jake Woodfin

WBFI NEWS



1
The Fundamentalist /  Fall 2019

 PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
Kenric Barnett
Charles Bartlett
Bronson Clemens
Alan Harris
Doug Harris
Andrew Hayward
Jake Woodfin

Challenge for 2020

Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

Our King is coming soon!  That was 
the rallying cry of every message 
and song shared at the recent World 
Baptist Fellowship Fall Meeting 
at Pleasantview Baptist Church 
in Arlington, Texas.  Pastor Jimmy 
McNeil and his incredible staff and 
church family did an outstanding 
job organizing the conference and 

hosting guests from around the country and around the world.  
There was great diversity in the music and guest speakers, 
reminding us that the work of God is far greater than any of us, 
and yet the Gospel is what drives us all to passionately serve Him 
and seek to reach people until Jesus comes again.
As my final term as President of World Baptist Fellowship 
approaches its end, I want to take another opportunity to 
challenge our pastors, churches and missionaries to recommit 
to some of the core values and principles that are at the heart 
of our mission.  There are so many things that can consume our 
ministry schedules and resources to the point that these core 
commitments are placed on the back burner or get ignored 
completely.  However, if we overlook these, or do a poor job at 
them, there is no way that we can effectively and obediently 
carry out the Great Commission.
Whether you are leading or serving in a local church in the United 
States, or you are part of a global missions ministry overseas, let 
me challenge you to make a renewed focus on three specific 
areas in 2020 and beyond:

Personal discipleship.  There is an encouraging, growing 
emphasis that is being placed on the importance and urgency 
of relational discipleship within the local church (as modeled 
by Jesus).  Many WBF churches are already being transformed 
by it, and are becoming more healthy, engaged and on-mission 
than ever before.  It happens to be the core command of the 
Great Commission, but in practice, it is often only a secondary, 
side-ministry of most churches (if it exists at all).  If we would 
be willing to rearrange our schedules and programs in 2020 in 
order to be “more like Jesus” in how we make disciples, the long-
term health of our churches would radically improve.  The more 
we align with the heart of our mission, the more we will see the 
mission advance.

Ministry training.  I have said this many times: I am not opposed 
to Bible colleges, universities or seminaries!  However, I believe 
that the primary responsibility of equipping the saint for the 

work of the ministry lies with the local church and its leaders 
(Ephesians 4:12).  We have become so accustomed to “hiring 
out” our Bible and ministry training and sending people away 
to be trained that we continually find ourselves with a deficit of 
gifted, passionate ministry leaders who understand the DNA of 
our church and are equipped to lead it into the future.  Organic 
growth and multiplication are nearly impossible if we do not 
provide Bible and ministry training for those whom God raises 
up within our churches.

A multiplication mindset.  I love going back to the book of 
Acts and seeing the early church on the move, especially the 
multicultural church at Antioch, its impact on global missions, 
and the subsequent pattern of Paul’s missionary ministry.  But 
each time I do I am deeply burdened as to why we do not see 
such multiplication occurring in our churches today.  Why are 
we not naturally multiplying as churches around our own regions 
of the country (1 Thessalonians 1:8)?  We have embraced ministry 
and missions models and requirements that are found nowhere 
in the Scriptures, and are unintentionally hindering the natural 
growth and multiplication of God’s work.  A church that is 
focused on making disciples who make disciples will naturally 
lead to planting churches that plant churches.  Sure, these new 
church plants may not own buildings, land and church buses, 
but they will be focused on making disciples and continuing the 
process of multiplication.  Do you realize that if one church were 
to plant a new church or campus every three years, and each of 
those churches were committed to doing the same every three 
years, in less than a decade, that one church would be multiplied 
into 16 churches or campuses?  The power and potential of 
multiplication is unbelievable, which is why God’s model is still 
the only model that works.

I know these things are not as simple to do as they are to write 
about.  I am wrestling every single day with these truths and 
principles.  As we head into 2020, let me encourage you to take a 
second look at the Great Commission and the book of Acts.  Let 
me ask you to join me in seeking God’s face about taking some 
“next steps” toward more effective personal discipleship and 
ministry training, as well as developing a multiplication mindset 
in 2020.  It can be the beginning of a new season in your life and 
ministry for the Lord.
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Have you ever been with someone who appeared to be 
absent?  It happens in the family room where families 
gather, but one is immersed in a book, another is captivated 
by the big screen, and the rest are socializing across media 
platforms.  It happens in the waiting room where the 
patients try to be patient together, but one may escape (at 
least mentally) through the same avenues as in the family 
room.  

Though one should indeed be concerned about a lack 
of personal interaction with family and community, the 
concern in this article is for God’s servants who struggle 
to be both physically and mentally present in the place 
to which God has called them. It can be more common 
and probable in this day of technology for someone to be 
physically present while being absent minded (pardon the 
pun).  

One can observe that the accessibility of live and on demand 
communication, with any part of the world at any given 
time, has made it increasingly challenging for servants of 
the Lord to immerse themselves in one place/culture with 
one group of people.  Pastors, lay leaders, and missionaries 
can all relate to the challenge of being moved by the Holy 
Spirit to minister in a new place.  And it is often not the 
physical aspect of the move, but rather the mental and 
emotional that is most challenging.  This may be especially 
noticeable during the Christmas season. 

Several years ago, Dr. Randy Cotton preached a message 
entitled, “Wherever you are, be all there.”  He referenced 
Exodus 24:12 in which God said to Moses, “…Come up to 
me into the mount, and be there…”  God was calling Moses 
to spend some time with Him away from everyone else to 
focus on what God wanted for him, from him, and for the 
people.  God’s servants may readily acknowledge the need 
to avoid distractions while spending time with God, but 
what about avoiding distractions while serving God among 
the people to which He has called them?

One must admit that social media and on demand 
entertainment can invoke anyone to desire to be 
somewhere other than where God has strategically and 
sovereignly placed them.  This calls for the servant of the 
Lord to answer the following question honestly, “Are you 
ALL there?”  Though one may be physically there, the heart 
and mind may be miles (even continents) away.  How long 
can a servant of the Lord survive, much less thrive, in such 
a state of confusion?

Seeking a solution can be a challenge.  Servants of the 
Lord want to remain connected to family and friends, and 
there are great advantages to modern technology and 

ease of travel.  So, what shall the servant of the Lord do?  
Though this servant of the Lord does not claim to have all 
the answers, the following may be suggested as a starting 
point:

Remember the believer’s higher role as a representative 
rather than a mere resident on this earth.

Why do believers strive to make a “home” on this earth?  
The faithful servants of old “confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” (Hebrews 11:13).  As 
the song writer Albert Edward Brumley wrote, “This world 
is not my home, I’m just a passing through...”  God ordains 
for His servants to “pass through” places on this earth for 
the purpose of representing Christ with the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) and shewing forth 
His praises (1 Peter 2:9).  Though the servant of the Lord 
may enjoy some pleasures of everyday living, the primary 
purpose for why and where the believer is living must not 
be forgotten.  We really are just “passing through.”  

It has always been a challenge to abandon people and things 
for the cause of Christ (Luke 14:26-35).  And there is an 
interesting irony to consider in this age:  The advancements 
in technology and travel that may ease leaving a familiar 
life behind can potentially hinder living a full life ahead.  
The time is too short, and the need is too great for God’s 
servants to be absent minded, though physically present.  
God needs His people to be “all there,” wherever “there” 
may be.

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

Are You All There?
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God is the creator of all things.  As such all men are the 
offspring of God,  but only those who trust Him by faith 
can be called the sons of God.  We are born into His family 
by spiritual birth, as we are born into our earthly family by 
physical birth.  (John 1:12-13  But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name:  13 Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God.)  The moment we trust in Christ we are born from 
above.  I John 3:1-3 gives us four distinct characteristics of 
the children of God.

OUR DIGNITY IS GREAT.

God loves everyone, as John 3:16 tells us, but He has a special 
love for His children.  Do you ever think of the wonderful 
place and position of dignity, privilege and honor into which 
the Lord has brought you as His child?  You were a child of 
wrath and disobedience, but He has lifted you up and made 
you a son of God, a member of His royal family in Heaven.  
You are not just  going to be a child of God later on; if you 
have believed in Christ you are His child now.  What a royal, 
heavenly dignity the Father has bestowed upon us!  Let us 
rejoice in the glory of this high calling!  This will enable us to 
cast off our fears and troubles and rejoice in our dignity as 
sons of God.

OUR DISTINCTIVENIVESS IS MARKED.

Because we are the children of God the world does not know 
us, because it did not know Jesus.  When Jesus was born the 
world did not recognize Him, and it will not recognize us.  
The world does not understand us because we are willing 
to deny ourselves to keep a weaker brother from stumbling.  
Romans chapter 14  teaches us that we should do nothing 
that would cause a brother to be offended or weakened in his 
faith.  We have a conscience that causes us to be honest with 
all men, to prefer a church meeting rather than some earthly 
entertainment, and to be willing to give up a well-paying job 
to serve the Lord on some foreign mission field. This baffles 
the unsaved.  The world misunderstands us because we are 
a distinctive people, and as Jesus was ostracized we will also 
be misunderstood and perhaps even persecuted for our faith.  
(1 John 3:13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.)

OUR DESTINY IS FIXED.

I John 3:2 tells us something about the future of the child 
of God.  The Lord Jesus is coming again!  John speaks of the 
time when the Lord  Jesus shall appear, and refers to the 
Christian’s blessed hope.  (Titus 2:13  Looking for that blessed 

hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ;)  As we read our Bibles we note that the 
signs of His coming abound.  When He comes we shall see 
Him as He is.  What a wonderful thing it will be to see the One 
who came and lived and died for us, who rose and ascended 
to the place of Glory and majesty at the right hand of the 
Father.  He first came in weakness,  but He will come again 
in power and great glory.  We shall see Him!  When we see 
Him, we shall be like Him.  He will give us glorified bodies. 
(Philippians 3:20-21  For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  21 
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he 
is able even to subdue all things unto himself.)

OUR DUTY IS CLEAR.

Verse 3 tells us that if we have this blessed hope, we will be 
pure.  We will live very carefully in this world.  We want to be 
found faithful when Jesus comes again.  (1 John 2:28  And  
now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, 
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming.)   Purity is much more than morality.  Purity 
speaks of the heart.  If our heart is right before God, our 
hands will be clean.  We are to live in such a way that we will 
keep ourselves unspotted from the world.  (James 1:27   Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To 
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world.)

As Christians we have a great responsibility; we are to live as 
the children of God, be different than the world, live every 
day in the light of His soon coming, and to be pure as the 
people of God in this present world.

FOUR THINGS ABOUT GOD’S CHILDREN

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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 No matter which way I look it seems everywhere – 
from our schoolchildren, our  jobs and financial situations, 
even at church, there is some kind of transition going on.  
But I don’t know of anyone who has experienced transition 
the way our retiring missionaries have experienced it, both 
going and coming.   We have  nineteen missionaries who 
have been serving the Lord twenty-five, thirty, forty years, 
and are being led to leave their fields of labor to return to the 
USA.  They definitely experienced a difficult transition at the 
beginning of their new ministry when they had to change 
from speaking the American language and learn a foreign 
language in their new field of service for the Lord.  It can take 
from three to five years to learn to speak a new language 
well, and some never learn it completely.  Transition can also 
be felt in different ways.  Let me share with you some of what 
Jim Foster shared with me.

“Going to the field of Honduras was an answer to prayer, 
but as we made our plans to go, I wondered if we would 
be accepted by the people in an Indian culture.  When we 
arrived there, at first we were looked upon with suspicion.  
Some thought we might be drug dealers come to buy out 
the local marijuana crop.  Others thought we might be 
spies for the government.  Some even thought we might 
be CIA agents from the USA.  Dot and I had to work hard 
to gain their confidence, and to show them that God had 
put a special love in our hearts for them as we came to 
teach them about God’s love for them and His desire for 
them to become a part of His family.  God was so good 
to us!  He allowed us to win many souls to Christ, and 
in the process we made a myriad of new and wonderful 
friends.  They became like family to us through the thirty 
years of working together. Then, God impressed me that 
it was time for us to leave Honduras.  I surveyed all God 
had allowed us to accomplish:  The radio station had a 
manager, the Youth Camp was functioning well, and 
the three churches we led them to organize had trained 
and trustworthy national pastors, each with a paid-
for building in which to meet.  It was time for them to 
depend on God the Holy Spirit to lead them to make good 
decisions on their own and further put into practice what 
I had taught them through the years.  From conversations 
I’ve had with them since then, they are doing just fine.

Arriving back in the States was a big  transition and an 
act of faith. We had no home, no car, no church, no  job, 
no responsibilities, and few friends.  This transition made 
us feel like fish out of water. Then we found Pleasantview 
Baptist Church.  The members received us with so much 
love. They were sincerely thankful to God that He had 
led us back home to be there until He showed us in what 
ways He wanted us to serve Him. God in His grace, and 

in His time, gave us back all we had left behind and then 
some.  God is so good…all the time!  Praise His name!  
Our home in Honduras sold, and with the amount we had 
from that plus our small savings, we were able to buy a 
house and a car.  Praise the Lord, some of our supporting 
churches continued to support us monthly.  At 78 years 
of age, it was difficult to find a job in the market place, so 
it truly was an answer to prayer, because Dot and I both 
had health problems.  We didn’t  know how we would be 
able to financially take care of our new needs without the 
help of those wonderful churches.  Now that she has gone 
home to be with the Lord, I hope I will be able to help 
those supporting churches in some way.  Surely, working 
thirty years building churches, directing Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools and youth camps, building a radio station, 
and helping to build three churches should enable me 
to be of some service to them.  Pray for me, that I will 
be able to make this new transition of living alone and 
learning to do things by myself, and that it will help me to 
grow stronger in the Lord.  Let me take this opportunity 
to wish all my supporters a Merry Christmas. I pray God 
will provide all their needs, and answer their prayers as 
they continue to grow in their service to our Lord!”

Thank you, Jim Foster.  

 Bro. Bacon has asked me to share  information 
regarding the rest of the retiring missionaries in the coming 
issues of the Fundamentalist.  I can probably do two or three 
at a time. 

 When Bro. Bill was alive we used to grieve over the 
fact that God wasn’t leading the pastors across the land 
to challenge their young couples to surrender to full time 
service on foreign fields.  As I considered this series of articles, 
God showed me that even though He leads the missionaries 
to return to their homelands after so many years of service, 
He will never forsake those new babes in Christ on foreign 
fields, nor is He finished using those retiring missionaries.  He 
still has work for them to do!  They are all in transition.  Could 
it be that God is setting the world around us in transition in 
preparation for His soon return in the clouds of glory?  Even 
so, come Lord Jesus!

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
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Sam’s Story
            Recently it was suggested to me that I tell a story from 
church planting where I saw God take a soul and transform 
their life from start to finish.  While in Ohio, I got to see this 
transformation in a guy named Sam Dagg.  This is his story.

         Sam is from a small town in Ohio called Clyde.  He 
was raised by a Catholic mother and a Lutheran father.  Sam 
occasionally attended services at these churches but was 
never really saved or living the Christian life.  

         I first met Sam at my work.  He was a new hire and I 
had been there for several years.  One day after work when 
everyone was clocking out some of my co-workers started 
razzing me about my faith.  Towards the end of this discussion 
they called out in a mocking tone, “Why don’t you just pray 
for us Jake,” to which I replied, “I’ll pray with you right now if 
you want!”   Sam happened to be listening in to this whole 
conversation.  To my surprise he came up to me and took me 
up on my offer of prayer!  So right there in the warehouse of 
my work we bowed our heads and prayed.   

          After this encounter I knew God was working in Sam’s 
heart and pursuing him.  So the next week I made it a point 
to get to know Sam better.  By the end of that week I had 
invited Sam to start Discipleship with me. (This would start 
with a once a week Bible study going through a workbook but 
would expand to include daily encouragement, relationship 
building, and accountability.)  He was stoked to do this and 
was actually really surprised that I would even take the time 
to do this with him!  

Not long before this God had shaken Sam’s life up a bit.  His 
best friend was tragically killed, and this had caused Sam 
to do a lot of introspection.  I had just finished up with a 
discipleship course with another co-worker and was looking 
for someone else to start discipling.  God put us together at 
the perfect time; He knew exactly what He was doing.

       Often, we think we have to control situations or 
make perfect plans to bring people into the church and 
discipleship.  But in reality, it just takes prayer and being 
open to the moving of the Holy Spirit.  God is the one that 
does the work; we just follow His lead.

          So, Sam and I started discipleship.  Once a week we 
would meet to go through major doctrines, and throughout 

the week we would stay in constant communication as 
he was saved and started to grow in his faith.  Soon Sam’s 
confidence in God’s Word grew to life changing proportions.  
Sam had previously used lots of profanity in his speech.  And 
honestly, he saw nothing wrong with it.   After showing him 
some Scriptures about watching our speech he said, “Whoa, 
I had no idea the Bible said that!  Guess I have to change!”  
From then on he committed to watching his speech.  In 
every area of his life, he started to match with scripture.  He 
quit drugs, married his live-in girlfriend, became faithful to 
church, and even started discipling others.  God had truly 
done a 180-degree change in his life, and his wife Madelyn 
also came to know Christ during this time.

           After some months, Sam started to ask me about 
ministry.  He was very interested in it, and it wasn’t long after 
that when he surrendered to the call to ministry. 

            We had been on deputation for about a year when 
Sam called me.  He told me in that conversation that God 
was leading him and his wife to come to San Francisco to 
help us plant churches.   As of this January, he and his wife 
will be right by our sides as we start to make more disciples 
in San Francisco.

            In the midst of “ministering” it can become so easy to 
forget what ministry is really all about: seeing people’s lives 
changed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is important to 
take a pause to think about all the faces and all the names 
of the people we serve.  It is important to think of the faces 
of the people in our community and how God wants to use 
us to rescue them from their sin.  It’s important to remember 
these stories.  If we don’t, we can make ministry more about 
throwing parties, putting on the best Sunday services, 
speaking the most polished messages, building the most 
lavish buildings, etc., instead of simply saying, “Zacchaeus, 
come down, for I am going to your house today.”  Ministry 
is about people.  Let’s not make it about programs.  Be with 
people, disciple people, spend time with people, talk to 
strangers, share the gospel, and watch as God changes lives.  
This is Sam’s story, and I expect God to save many more Sams 
to come.

Article by
Jake Woodfin

branchessf.com
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Visitor Vision
My family and I had a unique opportunity this summer to travel 
around and visit several different churches in our community as 
well as in different states. This proved to be a valuable lesson for 
all of us about what it is like to be a visitor in a church.

You see, I’ve never really been a visitor at a church. The only time 
I have been a visitor in church was when I moved to Texas for 
college and had to find a church to attend during my college 
years. Ever since then, I have been on staff at churches I have 
attended, only being a visitor when we’d go on vacation.

This past summer, I learned the value of having Visitor Vision. In 
this article and in the next, I would like to share with you what 
I learned as a church visitor. I know this might not be “student 
ministry” specific, but whatever area of ministry you serve in, I 
challenge you to develop a Visitor Vision to see how you might 
be more effective in making visitors feel the most welcome to 
your ministry.

1. Punctuality Matters.
If your church social media pages and/or website says that 
you start at a specific time, make sure you actually start at 
that time. Not earlier. Not later. I was surprised at the number 
of churches we visited that did not start on time, some 
starting significantly later than stated on their online sites. As 
a visitor, this was annoying and awkward. It communicates a 
lack of organization and diminishes a visitors enthusiasm to 
begin attending.

2. Placement Matters.
I’m speaking of the placement of signage and/or information 
that is pertinent to a visitor in your church. Have you realized 
that not everyone knows which door is the best entrance  
to  your building on a Sunday morning? Not everyone just 
assumes there is guest parking. Not everyone knows where 
your restrooms are located. Not everyone knows where your 
Sunday school classes are. Not everyone knows where your 
welcome center is located. Try this exercise: Imagine you 
have never been to your church, and pull into your parking 

lot as if you have never been there before. It will change 
your perspective on the placement of your signage and 
information.

3. People Matter.
Everyone feels that his church is the “friendliest church 
around,” but I can testify that not every church is visitor 
friendly. Most people who feel their church is the friendliest 
are people who have attended that church for some time 
and know many people who attend regularly. When a church 
has its “fellowship time” or “handshake time,” how many of 
your attendees intentionally seek out visitors to welcome 
them to the service? And when I ask that, I don’t mean those 
who just shake the visitor’s hand and walk on. How many of 
your attendees INTENTIONALLY seek out visitors to introduce 
themselves and interact with them? It’s important to teach 
your people that when a visitor walks into our services, 
someone should be investing in them to get to know them 
and their family.

Next time, we will continue to discuss the need for Visitor Vision 
with 3 more things I learned as a church visitor. In the meantime, 
work on these 3 things. If you think your ministry is doing good, 
find someone in your community and ask them to come visit 
your ministry on a Sunday morning and then give you honest 
feedback afterwards (buying lunch is good incentive!)… it 
might just change the way you see your ministry.

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

The STUDENT SEC TION
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MISSIONS IN CHRISTMAS!

“I hate Christmastime!” This statement put chill bumps up and down my spine as the words sounded from 
behind us while my wife and I were enjoying a cup of hot coffee as we walked through the shopping mall a week 
before Christmas. As we turned around to see where they came from, we noticed a gentleman with what seemed 
like a stressed out look on his face as he was hurrying to purchase his last minute Christmas gifts. What has 
Christmas come to? Why is it that, for many, Christmastime has become more about purchased gifts and less 
about the FREE GIFT! Have we as Christians swallowed hook, 
line and sinker the concept that shopping, gifts, and parties are 
what define Christmas? Has Christmas become so
commercialized that we have forgotten that Jesus is the 

reason for the season?

Perhaps the problem is not whether we remember that “Jesus is 
the reason for the season,” but that the story that “Christmas in 
America” tells looks nothing like the story that Matthew and 
Luke tell about the birth of Christ. Unfortunately, this Christmas 
dilemma is not isolated to the United States. Isa and I have seen a movement among Christians and many churches 
in Brazil to “not celebrate” Christmas. Christians who choose to ignore Christmas point to the fact that the 
celebration has become too commercialized or that the Bible doesn’t give us the date of Christ’s birth. December 
25 may not be even close to the time Jesus was born, and arguments on both sides are many. True, the Bible 
doesn’t record a specific date nor any record of early Christians celebrating Christmas; and although Christmas, 
for many, is all about the season of Christmas and less about the worshiping of CHRIST-mas, there is a record 
of God celebrating the FIRST CHRISTMAS. According to the Gospel of Luke, God sent a multitude of angels 
who were praising God to announce the birth of Jesus to shepherds as they watched their flocks by night, which 
is in essence…missions “incarnate.” 

For this reason, Isa and I have chosen to CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS…as an opportunity to CELEBRATE 
MISSIONS! We believe, by far, the best and greatest way to celebrate Christmas is sharing the greatest gift of 
all with someone and watching that person receive Christ as their personal savior! In other words, the best way 
to celebrate Christmas is by becoming a follower of Him whose birth we commemorate. This is why Jesus 
came. The Bible tells us that the birth of Jesus was unlike all other births. Jesus existed before birth as the 
second person of the Godhead and was born in the flesh of a virgin. He lived a perfect God/human life, not to 
provide us with a sweet story to tell children each winter or even to provide a theme for our greatest musical 
compositions, but in order to die for our sin as a means of our salvation. Missions in Christmas…missionaries 
going forth and sharing the “true meaning” of Christmas in just three sentences:

• I AM A SINNER    • AS A SINNER I NEED A SAVIOR    • JESUS CHRIST CAME AND IS THAT SAVIOR

So, MISSIONS begins at CHRISTMAS! This is why the wonder of children seems so appropriate at 
Christmastime. They aren't all thinking of  God or Jesus as they stand spellbound at the presents and tree on 
Christmas morning. But their amazement is fitting to Christmas - it's an example of what Christmas amazement 
should really be for those of us who understand the Christmas story. Let's have a Christmas gift exchange this 
year. Our gift to all who will listen…teaching them Who Jesus is and what Christmas is all about! My family 
and I wish you and yours a

Merry Christmas
John Horton – Executive Mission Director
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When you think of a “classic” you probably think of things 
like: a ‘69 Ford Mustang, Ben Hur, or the The Andy Griffith 
Show.  Webster defines classic as, “serving as a standard of 
excellence, of recognized value, a typical or perfect example, 
a work of enduring excellence.” Something or someone that 
is a classic stands the test of time.  There are many women in 
the Bible we could consider as classic: Hannah, Ruth, or Mary 
along with the Proverbs 31 woman.  With this in mind, what 
does a “classic ministry woman” look like?  She is NOT perfect, 
but she does have certain distinguishable qualities.  She has 
flaws, but she is a woman who reflects the Lord because He 
never goes out of style.  She shows others she is “classic” by 
being like Jesus in the way she acts and treats others.  She is 
generally: 

CONSIDERATE – Dorcas is a good biblical example in Acts 
9:35-42.  The widows told Peter how Dorcas blessed them 
by making them coats and garments.  The Bible says, “…this 
woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.”  
Practically speaking, the classic Christian woman sends an 
encouraging note, text, or email.  She makes it a habit to “go 
the extra mile.”  She is humble and puts others first by sharing 
her time with them.  

LOYAL – Being loyal means “constant support or allegiance, 
faithful to a person or ideal.”   Ruth is a model of loyalty.  She 
was loyal to Naomi, Boaz, and the Lord.  Ruth 2:11 says,  “It 
hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done…”  Who 
is a ministry woman loyal to?  First of all, to her Lord.  She is 
not afraid to speak of the Lord because of fear of what others 
will say.  She knows Him and makes Him known to others.  
Secondly, she is loyal to her husband, her leader.  When he 
makes tough decisions, she doesn’t criticize or demean him.  
She supports and loves him.  She doesn’t lead or manipulate 
him, but follows and prays for him.  

ATTENTIVE – Abigail was attentive.  In I Samuel 25:14-33, 
Nabal’s servant told Abigail what was happening and that 
Nabal treated David’s men badly.  She “made haste,” and spoke 
what needed to be said to David.  Her servants knew she was 
attentive at home and aware of what needed to be done.  The 
classic ministry woman does not neglect things and people 
because she is “too busy” or “too tired.”  She is attentive to 

those to whom she is ministering.  Things around her, her 
family, her church, or her friends are not ignored.  She cares, 
and it shows.    

SURRENDERED –Surrender means “to yield to the power, 
control, or possession of another upon compulsion or 
demand, to give up completely or agree to forgo especially in 
favor of another.”   Mary, the mother of Jesus said in Luke 1:38, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it unto me according to 
thy word.”  She was willing to trust and obey.  When I think of a 
woman of ministry, she is one who gives up her own will and 
way for His will and way.  She trusts that God’s thoughts and 
ways are higher.  She does as He asks even if what He asks is 
difficult and doesn’t make sense to her.    

SINCERE – Hannah in I Samuel 1-2 did not retaliate against 
Peninnah for taunting and teasing her.  She let the Lord 
take care of things, and she followed through with what she 
promised to the Lord.  Afterward, she sincerely praised the 
Lord.  Ministry ladies give sincere compliments.  They are real 
and authentic with everyone.  They are not one way with one 
person and a different way with another, nor do they say what 
they don’t mean. When praising the Lord, they do so out of a 
sincere heart.  

INDUSTRIOUS – Martha was known for her “business,”  but she 
let the Lord teach her to serve.  After being reprimanded, she 
went back to doing what she loved, but for Jesus and not for 
herself.  John says, “There they made Him a supper: and Martha 
served.”   A classic ministry lady is not lazy or always in others’ 
business. She makes a list and gets things done according to 
His will.  She keeps focused on what God has given her to do.  
When she accomplishes something for the Lord, others see 
Him and His strength.  

C HOSEN – The classic Ministry lady has been chosen by the 
Lord to receive His free gift of salvation, and then He chose 
her to serve Him with her life.  Out of the whole world, she is 
blessed to be chosen to serve Him with her life.  She follows 
His design for her life and obeys His commands.  The classic 
ministry woman has value because she is chosen. Ephesians 
1:4 says,  “According as He hath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love.”

Let’s allow the Lord to turn us into a “Classic Ministry Woman” 
who every day lets Him flow through her words and actions. 

PRAY
FOR OUR

MISSIONARIES

By Julie Bacon
Administrative Coordinator
WBF Mission Agency

CLASSIC
MINISTRY WOMEN
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       My departure to England inches closer every day. This time 
last year I was at 15% of my support and now I am at 30% 
support. God has been so good and faithful to double my support 
in a year. To everyone who has been faithful to support me, 
Thank You! During the month of August, I had a couple of 

meetings out in west Texas; one on 
Wednesday, the next on that Sunday. 
The pastor who was having me 
Sunday didn’t want me driving back 
and forth 6 hours to east Texas 
where I was staying at a mission’s 
apartment, so he told me I could stay 
at his home all week. For me it was 
a great joy! I am a single guy, so 
deputation has included a LOT of 

quiet time, so getting to spend a few days at someone’s home and 
fellowshipping with them and sharing meals with them was very 
refreshing. Recently I was at a church where easily over 10% of 
its members are in their 20’s. I asked the pastor about it, and he 
said that God was blessing them, and they were building their 
church through their singles ministry. I have a lot of traveling 
ahead of me.  In the upcoming months, I will be in Kansas, 
Minnesota, and Arizona for the first time in my life, and 
surprisingly enough, I will be in Texas between those meetings. 
Next year may transition me to the northeast. Pray for me to have 
wisdom and a tender heart as God directs my paths. 

        Our family has settled in Michigan for our furlough 
time. The boys are excited to have the opportunity to attend 
Christian school this year, and we will be visiting supporting 
churches as we are able. John Paul is adjusting well to 
English education and brought home all A’s and B’s on his 
first progress report. This week Bill will be traveling to 
Texas where he will be presenting the ministry in eight 
different churches in the two weeks he is traveling. Our new 
presentation video is in the final stages and will finally be 
ready for viewing this week as well! We look forward to 
sharing what God has been doing in Spain. Hopefully we will 
get the video up on our website soon! Stay posted. Our 
church plant in Spain, Iglesia Bautista Renacer, had a 
Sunday school campaign in Cártama last month. They 
handed out flyers and balloon animals in the parks and 
invited people to come to church, and the teens prepared a 
special puppet presentation for the service. Their efforts 
were rewarded with one new family visiting the church! We 

appreciate your prayers 
and support for our 
family and the ministry 
in Spain. Thank you so 
much for your 
partnership with us! 

       I write this letter with great 
joy. God has been so good to us. In 
the month of June, we finally 
celebrated what we have been 
waiting for, for so long. After 
starting two other churches, we 
still had the “mother church” here 
in Almeria. In the past, God had 
closed the door on at least five men 
that I thought would be able to take 
over as pastor. In time we knew it 
was God working. He has now brought us a man from Venezuela 
quite able to fill the position as pastor. He has all the qualities 
that are needed in a servant of God. He is a humble servant to the 
people, knows how to sacrifice and has graduated from a good 
Baptist seminary. It took about a year and a half before we were 
convinced that he was the right man. It was very necessary to 
make sure because a lot has been put into the work and for it to 
fall apart because we chose unwisely would have been a waste 
of resources and time. He has been called of God to pastor here 
in Spain. We had the questioning for his ordination on Saturday, 
June 29th,  with pastors coming from all over Spain, (we had 
already as a church examined him on his doctrine).  On Sunday, 
June 30th, I preached and we had the laying of hands on Antonio 
Liscano as pastor. 

       The summer has flown by, and now it is time for 
school to begin. This year I have been officially placed 
in four schools, the same two as last year and two new 
ones. In the schools where I have already taught, I am 
planning to teach on the person of Jesus, the history and 
purpose of the Bible, and attributes of the Christian 
character. Also, I am planning 
to come home for furlough. 
My tentative dates are from 
September to December of 
2020. I will be calling pastors 
and setting up meetings. If you 
would like to have me come 
and either present the ministry 
or report on the ministry here 
in Portugal, you can contact 
me through my email, 
missionaryhart@gmail.com or 
my Facebook page, Dawne Hart.  Thank you for your 
continued support, both through your prayers and 
through your giving. May God bless you with the same 
as you have given me! 
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Dot Foster Home for Christmas

Dorothy (Dot) Sue Foster went home to be with the Lord on Sunday, 
September 15, 2019, at the age of 85.  She was born in Detroit, Michigan.  
At the age of 19, she married the love of her life, James David Foster.  In 
1960, they both accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior 
at the Gideon Baptist Church in Warren, Michigan.  

Jim and Dot entered the Bible Baptist Seminary in Arlington, Texas, in 
1963.  They were approved as WBF Missionaries in 1971, sent out of 
Covenant Baptist Church in Sterling Heights, Michigan.  They served in 
Honduras, Central America, until 2001.  At that time, they founded and 
directed a state-side ministry called “Helping Hands” until the end of 
2010.  Jim and Dot retired from active missionary work in 2011.  Since 
that date, they have served faithfully at Pleasantview Baptist Church in 
Arlington, Texas.

Jim and Dot were blessed with 67 years of marriage, and countless 
souls have been blessed by their ministry as missionaries.  Mrs. Dot 
will be remembered for her faithfulness that was manifested in her 
actions and her countenance.  She illustrated well the missionary heart 
described in Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
Rejoice.”  

Despite suffering from a weak heart and diseased lungs, Dot 
consistently displayed a pleasant countenance.  Pastor Jimmy McNeil 
referred to her as “Sister ‘just fine,’” because that was her response 
to how she was doing: “just fine.”  Dot Foster took pleasure in her 
infirmities, and her Lord’s strength was certainly made perfect in her 
weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).   

Bro. Jim Foster wrote a book entitled Reflections, in which he 
documented happenings on the mission field.  In that book, he wrote, 
“What keeps those that make it going?  The answer: an irresistible call, 
coupled with an unswerving desire to reach the God-given goal, to 
be ‘a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.’ (Rom. 12:1).”  Mrs. Dot 
proved to be a living sacrifice for the Lord in serving Him.  She was a 
testimony of God’s sustaining grace and could testify as the Psalmist 
did:  “I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.” 
(Psalm 3:5).        

Please pray for Bro. Jim Foster and the family in the days ahead.  Life 
will be very different without Mrs. Foster in this life.  But life is much 
sweeter for countless souls today because of Dot Foster’s life lived on 
this earth.  And we rejoice that she gets to be in her heavenly home to 
celebrate Jesus for all eternity.

GOOD NEWS!
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  (And this taxing 
was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  And all went 
to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:)  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought 
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.  
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  
and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not:  
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:1-11


