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Is Like-minded Possible?

Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

The Apostle Paul calls us as 
Christians, churches and ministry 
partners to something that 
seems absolutely impossible.  
He commands us to “be of the 
same mind one toward another” 
(Romans 12:16).  He later prays 
for believers and churches “to be 

like-minded one toward another according to Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 15:5).  I don’t know about you, but that seems 
more and more challenging every day in God’s work.  We 
have been commanded to share the Gospel and make 
disciples in a culture and a society that is growing more 
and more diverse, and to reach the next generation that 
is radically different than any that has gone before.  This 
presents many practical challenges within local churches 
in every community, and between churches seeking to 
partner together for world missions.  How can we possibly 
be like-minded when we are so different from each other?

The only hope of believers, churches and fellowships being 
“of the same mind” is if we all choose to embrace the mind 
of Christ, a mind of humility, selflessness and sacrificial 
commitment to the cause of the Gospel (Philippians 2:5-
8).  This mindset allows us all to be genuinely like-minded, 
despite the many areas in which we may differ as Christians, 
pastors and churches.

As World Baptist Fellowship pastors and churches partner 
together to carry out the Great Commission, it is critical that 
we remember this reality.  There may be organizations that 
require everyone to think the same, and to have the same 
opinions, personal convictions, and philosophy of ministry.  
But that is not the like-mindedness that the Scriptures 
call for, or that Paul spoke of in Romans.  In chapter 14 the 
Apostle Paul lays out some powerful principles that show 
us how Christians and fellow servants of God can partner 
together within the local church and in the greater work 
of the Kingdom.  The believers of Paul’s day held strong, 
passionate convictions about certain areas of personal life 

and church ministry, and had to learn to accept and respect 
one another, to give each other space to be persuaded 
in their own mind before God, and to refuse to let their 
differences destroy the work of God.  Only then could they 
partner together in unity and like-mindedness for the 
Kingdom.  There was too much at stake to do otherwise.

This is the beauty of the work of God.  None of us are cut 
from the same mold, but we are all being shaped to be 
like Christ and to reflect His heart and perspective.  The 
upcoming generation must be evangelized and mobilized 
for the Gospel, though they are cut from a mold that is 
even more different.  And yet, we are all to “be of the same 
mind one toward another.”  Yes, it is possible, when we are 
pursuing the mind of Christ, not our own.

I say this often, but it must be repeated.  What unites the 
World Baptist Fellowship is our historic Baptist doctrine, 
our Baptist distinctives, and our passion for the Great 
Commission.  Our personal convictions, preferences and 
philosophies of ministry will often differ greatly one from 
another.  However, we can still partner together for the 
cause of the Kingdom, and to mobilize the next generations 
to reach our world with the Gospel.  When we choose “to be 
like-minded one toward another according to Christ Jesus” 
we will have the opportunity to see God do wondrous 
things.
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Most people would agree that it is both positive and 
productive to set goals.  Aspiring towards a goal gives 
an individual added reason to get up in the morning, to 
put in a full day of work, and to finish well.  This can be 
particularly advantageous and important for those who 
serve the Lord in full-time ministry.  The purpose of this 
article is to consider possible reasons for lack of goals and 
to encourage greater ambition and anticipation in daily 
service for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

It is worth noting that unbelievers who have not been 
born-again by the Holy Spirit of God are simply “scattered 
abroad as sheep having no shepherd” (Matthew 9:36), 
and only the Savior Jesus Christ can give them the 
fulfillment they desire.  But what about the followers of 
Jesus – those who “know the way” (John 14:5-6)?  Why do 
some believers (including preachers and missionaries) 
find it increasingly difficult to anticipate, aspire towards, 
and achieve fulfillment on a daily basis?  Why is there a 
noticeable lack of joy, decreased ambition, and fear of 
commitment among God’s children today?  Here are just 
three possible reasons:

• Disappointment.  Living in a sin-cursed world among sinful 
people inevitably leads to disappointment.  And though the 
believer knows that “perilous times shall come” and “all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” and that “evil 
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse” (2 Timothy 2:1, 
13), the constant disappointment can lead to a cynical outlook 
on life.  

• Discontentment.  When one does not receive what is expected, 
the tendency can be to look for what “could have been.”  Social 
media has become one of many avenues through which 
the disappointed individual sees others enjoying what the 
individual may have desired.  This can lead to discontentment, 
which is fueled by covetousness.

• Disobedience.  Once one becomes disappointed and 
discontent, “self” may reclaim the throne of the heart.  Self then 
chooses what goals to set or whether to set any goals at all.  Self 
may even choose what he/she thinks God wants, regardless of 
the Word of God or the counsel from the people of God.

How can one avoid or escape such a disappointing, 
discontented, disobedient life?  Though the Word of God 
is rich with vast scripture concerning what the believer 
can anticipate and aspire towards, the simple answer is:  
“Looking unto Jesus…” (Hebrews 12:2).  When one looks 
to who Jesus is, what He has done for man, and what He 
expects of the believer, guidance can be found for setting 
certain goals while living in uncertain, disappointing days.

Guide #1:  Set goals to glorify God.  Obviously, specific 
goals will vary according to life situations and ministry.  
But every believer should get up each day setting goals 

that will lead to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31).  
No matter what one aspires to accomplish in a day, 
month, year, or lifetime, the glory of God is certainly an 
achievable goal for the believer (1 Peter 4:11).  Whether 
it be in a home, school, workplace, or ministry setting, 
glorifying God the Father ought to be guide number one 
in setting goals.  

Guide #2:  Set goals to influence the world.  Believers 
today are called to be the “salt of the earth” and the “light 
of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16).  I believe we (believers) 
still have a level of influence in this world today.  After all, 
“greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.” 
(1 John 4:4).  Goals can be set each day to have a godly 
influence on an ungodly society.  Jesus’ prayer was not 
for believers to be removed or isolated from the world, 
but to be kept from evil (John 17:15).  It is vital, in these 
uncertain days, for believers to have a certain influence in 
society while not being influenced.       

Though each day may not end as we desired or each vision 
come to fruition as we envisioned it, certain goals can still 
be set and accomplished.  Pastors and missionaries can 
aim high in their goals when guided by the glory of God 
and a desire to have an influence in this dark world.  Every 
believer can expect to accomplish something worthwhile 
when seeking to glorify God and influence others to 
glorify God as well. 

Let’s be certain about what we want to accomplish in 
these uncertain days.

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

Setting Certain Goals in Uncertain Days
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In these days of apostasy and a great falling away from 
the truth of God’s Word, I believe it is well to state for 
the record what I believe.

I believe that the Holy Bible is God’s inspired and 
preserved Word for the world.  I believe in the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures; (2 Peter 1:21  For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.)  I also believe that God has preserved His 
word and made it available to us today.  I firmly believe 
that the King James Bible on my desk is the Holy Spirit 
inspired and preserved Word of God.

I believe in the authority and autonomy of the local 
New Testament church; that each local church is an 
independent body and cannot be controlled by anyone 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  While it is certain that 
the Lord has blessed and used Bible colleges, mission 
agencies and other worthwhile organizations, none of 
them is a substitute for the local church.
I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ gave the Great 
Commission to the local church and that the mission of 
each church is the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  
We gather in the house of God to worship, pray and 
fellowship, but our responsibility is giving out the 
Gospel to the world, baptizing believers and teaching 
them their responsibility as God’s children.  

I believe that God still calls men to preach the Gospel 
and that many today are not answering His call.   There 
is no greater calling than that of preaching the Word of 
God.  

I believe that God’s people should practice holiness 
in their lives and abstain from the very appearance of 
evil.  Sadly today, it is sometimes difficult to tell the 
difference between many Christians and the unsaved 
because they do not live as they should.  The Bible still 
says, “Be ye holy, for I am holy, saith the Lord.”  

I believe that marriage is God ordained for one man and 
one woman for one lifetime.  I believe that homosexual 
activity is a sin before God, and He has judged other 
nations for this grievous sin.  America cannot expect 

to escape the judgment of God for allowing this sin to 
flourish.

I believe that life begins at conception and abortion 
is murder.  Many millions of innocent lives have been 
snuffed out by this terrible sin.  

I believe that God hates sin but loves sinners.  The proof 
of this is the fact that the Lord Jesus came to earth to 
die for our sins and rose again for our justification.     
God would have all people on our planet to come to a 
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (2 Peter 3:9  
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.)  In order for them to repent 
they must hear the Gospel.   (Romans 10:13-15  For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.  How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!)  We must all do our 
part in seeing that the Gospel goes to the entire world 
so they can hear and believe.

Some of what I have written is not popular today, but I 
still believe!

I BELIEVE

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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 God has been so good to me through my lifetime!  He 
let me marry a young man He was going to call to begin a new 
church, the Bethel Baptist Church in Carlsbad, New Mexico, after 
he graduated from the Bible Baptist Seminary in Fort Worth. Since 
I had no real family life growing up, our church members became 
the family that I was privileged to enjoy for ten years.  Not only did 
we get to have a wonderful church family, but the people of the 
community also became an important part of our lives. When in 
Carlsbad, while Bill hunted and fished and played tennis, baseball 
and golf with them, I enjoyed volunteering at the hospital, being 
a Bluebird and Campfire leader for Karen, and a den mother and 
Cub Scout leader for Mike. (Sherry missed out on the fun when I 
went to work at Sears in the credit department.).  What fun we had 
with field trips and community programs!  It was a wonderful way to 
show them how God can bless in every area of our lives as we shared 
Jesus with them.  In 1962 God called us to Phoenix, Arizona, where 
we started the Berean Baptist Church on Myrtle Avenue.  After six 
years there, God called us to Fort Worth, Texas, in October of 1967, 
to become a part of another wonderful family in what was then 
the Trentman Avenue Baptist Church. They later sold their building 
and moved to Arlington, Texas; in the mid 80’s where we began a 
new building phase in what then became the Pleasantview Baptist 
Church.  Though the Lord called Bill home in 2001, I am still so in 
love with these precious members, and I am enjoying sharing with 
them the strong leadership of our pastor and his wife, Bro. Jimmy 
and Susan McNeil.  It’s because of the experiences I’ve had with 
starting new works that I can empathize with the position our 
subjects of this article are experiencing, and have experienced for 
many years. 

 Richard Miller (known to the students of Bible Baptist 
Seminary as “Dickey” Miller) graduated in 1957.  He was pastor of the 
Harmony Baptist Church before he and Betty went to Bro. George 
Norris’ church to help with their bus ministry. He was pleased to 
have been a part of the first student body to be taught “out on the 
hill,” in the first graduating class of 1957 as they moved from Fort 
Worth to Arlington.  In 1962, the Millers moved to Denver, Colorado, 
and started the Fundamental Baptist Church, where he has been 
the pastor for the last fifty-seven years. 
                                        

ISN’T THAT AMAZING!

         After becoming ill and having to stay in the hospital for a while, 
he decided it was time to “hang it up.”  Bro. Miller recently resigned, 
and the church folks are very fond of their new pastor, Bro. Trey 
Dillon and his wife Ashlyn.

 Betty Miller shared with me that her family has been a 
part of the World Baptist Fellowship for a long time.  She was born 
and raised in Mansfield, Texas, and they were charter members of 
the Central Baptist Church, which was started by a Bible Baptist 
Seminary student, Bro. Wayne Jackson. 

 The Fundamental Baptist Church has been a missionary 
church from the beginning, supporting both foreign and home 
missions.  Betty fondly remembers the Janky’s, the Bacon’s, Daisy 
and Wendell Hiers, and others.  Wayne Joyce was a part of that 
class, and Betty Whitemack, too, as well as many others that I can’t 
remember.   It made me dizzy just listening to all the community 
home mission works their church is involved with.  Look at this:  

Mother’s Day Luncheons to which all friends of their women are 
invited to attend. They make lap robes for seniors in homes and 
baby quilts for the Denver Babies in Need Program, as well as for the 
Ronald McDonald House (where families of critical and terminally 
ill patients stay while they are receiving treatments).  They provide 
linens, gifts, snacks, etc., for “Brent’s Place,” also for St. Jude’s Ranch 
in Bossier City, Nevada.  They collect the tops of used greeting cards, 
and children make new cards out of them and sell them to help the 
ranch.  They take socks and cookies to two nursing homes.  They 
have adopted homeless families from their local school each year, 
and provide shoes for children!  My goodness, they are one busy 
church!  Even though the Millers are retired, they will remain in the 
church to help the new pastor and his wife as they lead the church 
to continue to supply the needs of both home and foreign missions 
in the WBF.  Praise the Lord; we never get too old to serve Him!

 Dick and Betty have three children and eight grandchildren.  
Mary lives close to them, Jan lives in Golden, and Richard, Jr., called 
“Rusty,” lives in Spokane, Washington.  Jan attended ABC in 1976 
and sang in the ensemble.

 I asked Betty, “Have you noticed a change in the way 
churches are now from what they were when we all started out from 
BBS, ABC, and now, ABU?”  

 She replied, “Oh, my, yes!  Then, we could just put a Bible 
under our arm and go somewhere and put a rented tent on an open 
lot and people would come; or set up a podium on a street corner 
and preach to those who passed by, and they would stop and listen!  
We began in a rented building, and people came!  Now, it seems 
that people in our communities are so nonchalant about attending 
church services anywhere. They have no concern about their 
spiritual lives, whether they are even going to heaven or not.  And 
in today’s world, they don’t want to be bothered about church. It’s 
so sad that some preachers don’t even challenge their members to 
surrender to full time service to the Lord anymore. The dress code 
for pastors and members is so different, and there is no respect for 
God’s house. God help us to love them and tell them anyway.”

 If you want to send them a card of congratulations, they 
are going to have a big celebration on August 3, 2019, at the 
Fundamental Baptist Church.  The celebration will acknowledge 
their 65 years of marriage and their 57 years of service in that 
church.  Cards can be sent to: 1960 South Irving Street, Denver, CO 
80219, or if you want to talk with them, call 303-934-8564. 

 CONGRATULATIONS, Bro. Richard “Dickey” and Betty Miller 
for your fifty-seven years of service to our Lord at the Fundamental 
Baptist Church!

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
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No Regrets
I don’t want to die with regrets.  I don’t want to have to lie 
on my deathbed and think, “Man, I wish I would have done 
more.”  Especially when it comes to reaching the lost.

    But right now, I must confess I am living with regret.  
Before God called us to San Francisco, we spent nearly five 
years in Ohio starting a church.  As I look back on my time 
there, I did a lot of witnessing, especially to my co-workers, 
and I also discipled a few guys.  The church is still alive today 
but I have to say...I still have regrets.  That is because there 
are certain things I know I could have done better.  There 
are ways that I could have impacted my community more 
or more effectively shared the Gospel and trained others.   I 
think it is because it is really easy for us as pastors to get 
away from the simple task of loving God, loving others and 
making disciples.

    Here are 5 ways I wish I would have conducted my life 
differently so that I could have made a bigger impact for the 
Kingdom of God.

     1.   By Golly Train Somebody.
Too many times as pastors, we take on the ministry by 
ourselves.  The Bible clearly teaches that we are to be training 
others for the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12).  One 
of my primary responsibilities as a pastor is to be training my 
people to do the work of the ministry.  I have to pour time 
and effort into the men and push them toward ministry!  
Basically that means I need to be constantly working myself 
out of a job.  I believe that more people would surrender to 
full-time ministry if we did our part to start training them. 

     2.   Open Door Policy.
The American home has become a refuge for people to not 
have to see anyone else.  The home has become a mausoleum 
of privacy instead of an arena of hospitality.  Does it convict 
anyone else that one of the pastoral requirements given by 
God is to be “given to hospitality”?  Yet, I wonder how many 
times a week our home is open to others.  And not just to our 
church family, but also to the lost.  I wish I would have taken 
one night a week to invite a lost person or family over to my 
house for dinner.  I wonder how many more people would 
have come to know Christ.
   
    3.   Plant Another Church.
Question: Can a small church that has recently been planted 
plant another church?  ABSOLUTELY.  All healthy churches 
start by reaching the lost and making disciples.  To do this, 
you do not need a building or a lot of money.  You just need 
people willing to make disciples in a neighborhood across 

town or the next city over.  I really wish I had put a plan in 
place to start another church in the next town over from us.  
It could have simply started with someone hosting a Bible 
study in our neighboring town and watching God grow it 
from there.

    4.   Love Your Neighbor.
In my Ohio neighborhood, which consisted of four main 
streets and two side streets, there was probably a population 
of around 200-300 people.  Yet, I only knew the neighbors 
directly around my house.  This is sad.  And although I had 
knocked doors and passed out flyers in my neighborhood, I 
never made a real effort to love my neighbors.  Going back, 
I would have hosted neighborhood block parties, potlucks, 
kid’s events...all so I could show my neighbors love and open 
doors to share the Gospel.  If we aren’t making every effort 
to reach the people in our own neighborhood and pushing 
our congregation to do the same, then are we really that 
concerned about reaching our city with the Gospel?

    5.   Pray Like Crazy.
Prayer is probably the biggest failure of most pastors.  I know 
it is for me.  Going back, I would have put way more emphasis 
on prayer in my own life and in the church.  It was only in the 
last year I was at Lake Point Baptist Church that I instituted 
a First Friday Prayer Night.  Every first Friday of the month 
we would host a come and go prayer time at the church 
building.  We would have scripture reading and prayer lists 
at different stations around the building. 

    The truth is we pass over prayer like it’s nothing.  In our 
church services we often use prayer to segue from one part 
of the service to another.  We spend 30 minutes singing, 30 or 
more minutes preaching, five minutes on announcements, 
and if it’s a good day, five minutes in prayer.  Prayer is the 
only thing that really works in ministry.  It is the only way we 
petition our God to move.  We can do, do, do, but without 
prayer it’s like spinning tires stuck in the mud.  Prayer is the 
power.  In His parables on prayer Jesus basically makes the 
point that we should annoy God with our prayers and He 
will answer.  When it comes to prayer, I want to become a lot 
more annoying.

       Jesus’ calling is simple.  It’s to love God, love others, and 
make disciples.  There are areas where we can refocus and 
become better at this, and we just have to do them!  I don’t 
want to die with regrets of wishing I had done more.  I would 
much rather lie on my deathbed and say, “I am now ready to 
be offered and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith.”

Article by
Jake Woodfin

branchessf.com
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Get In Touch With Me
“Get in touch with me” is a phrase we often use when talking 
with other people.  In my case, it’s usually followed by the words, 
“We’ll grab lunch together soon.”  It’s a common phrase that is 
translated into wanting to continue a relationship with someone 
else.

One of my favorite moments in the life of Jesus is recorded in 
three of the New Testament Gospels (Matthew, Mark, & Luke).  
It’s kind of a chaotic scene.  I view it in my mind like a celebrity 
out in public with fans and paparazzi surrounding them and 
oftentimes, bodyguards keeping people at a distance.  Jesus’ 
fame was at an all-time high.  Many people were following Jesus, 
not because they believed in Him, but because they wanted to 
see more miracles performed by Him.  

In this particular moment, Jesus is heading to a person’s house 
to heal a little girl of a deadly sickness.  Mark 5:24 describes the 
scene this way, “…and much people followed him and thronged 
him.”  Into the midst of this chaotic scene, a woman comes up 
behind Jesus, gets through the crowds, even slips past the 
disciples (picture the bodyguards here), and touches His clothes. 
And this is the reason why- “For she said, ‘If I may touch but his 
clothes, I shall be whole.’” (vs.28)

You see, this woman was in a desperate situation.  She had this 
illness for twelve years, spent all her money on doctors to fix her 
problem to no avail (actually the illness got worse), and she had 
no other options.  Essentially, because of this illness, this woman 
was physically, financially, and spiritually desperate.

Isn’t that a picture of our world today apart from Jesus Christ?

Physically, we are ever heading towards death; nothing can stop 
that.  Financially, there is no amount of money or material things 

that can satisfy us in life. Spiritually, we are heading towards hell 
and there is no amount of good works we can do to stop it.
However, although this woman was desperate, she was also 
determined!  Think about this: 

Many People Touched Jesus that day, but Only One was 
Touched BY Jesus.
In the recording of this event, it says Jesus turned around and 
asked who touched Him.  His disciples explained to him that 
with this crowd, multiple people were touching Him and tried 
to brush it off. However, it’s recorded in Luke 8:46 that Jesus said, 
“Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone 
out of me.”

The problem that day and in our world today is this: Many people 
claim to know Jesus; Many people can talk about Jesus; Many 
people know theology about Jesus… but that doesn’t mean they 
are in contact with Jesus!

We cannot simply rub shoulders with God and expect to be in 
touch with Him.
I’ve said all of that to say this… In ministry (or as Christians in 
general), we cannot just be around the church, be around our 
students, study for sermons or be “busy” with ministry. 

We must “Get in Touch with Him.”  He wants to continue this 
relationship.

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

The STUDENT SEC TION
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IN THE FACE OF CHANGE! 

CHANGE IS INEVITABLE! Since the conception of time and the fall of man, humanity has been faced with 
CHANGE. Moreover, we see there have been times in history when GREAT CHANGE fell upon that generation. I 
believe now is such a time! Great change can be seen across the globe in all aspects of life including…Christianity. 
Music, church names and evangelism methods to doctrine, church polity and activities are just a few of the things that 
are under scrutiny. Many people are afraid of what this change may look like in the future, how it will affect our 
lives…our churches. As an example, I can imagine back in the day when the written Word of God was first penned, 
then copied on to new, different media. In each generation, there were probably those that were afraid and thought the 
next generation was liberal or wrong for using animal skins or papyrus or…digital devices. As humanity progresses, 
change will certainly come. As it does, it CAN make us feel lost and shaken, like we’ve been tossed overboard in the 
midst of a storm. We’re left reeling, trying to grab ahold of anything we can find that’s strong and stable. We’re tempted 
to run from change, as though we could ever escape it. As this generation passes the baton to the generation to come, 
how can we help them accept the challenge and face head on this time of great change?  

REMEMBER TWO IMPORTANT TRUTHS: 

We have a GOD who NEVER changes! As we all encounter these major changes in our individual lives, families, 
churches and the world around us, we need a place to find hope. 
We need somewhere to stand when we wake up to these changes. 
The truth is, there is one thing that never changes, the one person 
that stays the same: OUR UNCHANGING GOD.  The Bible tells us 
that God never changes. “For I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” (Malachi 3:6). 
There is no transition, inconsistency, or change in our God. The 
same God who spoke the world into existence and spun this 
massive blue marble into space is the same one who met Moses 
on Mount Sinai. The same God who forgave David for his 
adultery is the one who crushed his own Son when Christ became 
sin at the cross for us. We can DEPEND ON HIM! Yesterday, 
today, and forever he is the God who is gracious, slow to anger and abounding in unchanging love. He is always good, 
ready to act, and his mercy is over all that He has made (Psalms 145:8-9). 
 
We have the TRUTH that NEVER changes! Because God never changes, His Word never changes. Our Baptist 
traditions and methods are being challenged and many new ideas are being offered.  May our fathers in the faith take 
the time and effort necessary to help guide, in love, this generation that is coming and remind them that All God has 
said about Himself remains true forever. The unchanging nature of God and His unchangeable Word are real things on 
which we can stake our life. It is a rock big and strong enough on which to build a spiritual house. Everything He has 
told us about why and how the world came to be, about what’s wrong with the world, and about what He has done to 
save the world will never change. No matter what anyone may say, no matter who denies or defies God’s Word, it 
remains FIRMLY FIXED AND SETTLED. “Forever, O LORD, Thy Word is firmly settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). All that we do should be 
in accordance to God’s Word! It is our ONLY rule of faith and practice! As we face these challenging times ahead 
praise God, we need not fear for we can trust that our unchanging God and His unchanging Word will guide us through 
these currents. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  John Horton – Executive Mission Director  
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 I remember when Megan and I were approved as 
second-generation World Baptist Fellowship missionaries 
23 years ago.  At the time, we were “the next generation,” 
passionate to reach the world, but also challenging the status 
quo in many ways.  This was not in a spirit of rebellion, but in 
a zeal to do whatever was necessary to reach our generation 
with the Gospel, and the generations to come.  I remember 
being one of the first to move away from slides and slide 
projectors to a professionally edited video (on a VHS tape, of 
course!).  We carried around a massive, bulky projector into 
churches that were not equipped to display it or to handle 
the sound format.  Others at the time were challenging some 
of the expectations and requirements of wearing ties and 
dressing as formally as had been the custom and tradition.  
Now, I look back at those “changes” and smile, because 
things have changed so much since then, and I am now the 
one watching the next generations come of age and enter 
vocational ministry, church planting and world missions.

 Over the past years I have had a growing burden to 
challenge and equip the next generation of God’s servants, 
but that burden has only grown stronger now that it is my 
children who are stepping into vocational ministry and world 
missions.  It is thrilling to experience, but I admit that it is also 
challenging.  I have been forced to evaluate my assumptions, 
traditions, preferences and convictions to discern what truly is 
a Scriptural mandate or model, and what is personal judgment 
and discernment.  But I wouldn’t trade it for the world!

 As I watch next generation missions unfolding in my 
own family and ministry, I have observed a few truths:

Without the next generation, the work cannot continue.  It 
has often been said that Christianity is always one generation 
away from extinction.  The same is true of every local church 
and of the cause of world missions.  If we fail to engage and 
mobilize the next generation, we fail in our mission.  The 
Great Commission is all about multiplication, reaching every 

generation, culture and community with the Gospel.  I believe 
God is still calling the next generation, but it is up to those of 
us in leadership to effectively engage them and equip them 
to reach their world.

Each generation challenges the status quo.  This is where 
things can get unpleasant.  We all have personal, cultural and 
historical perspectives, views and convictions.  When we are 
young, it drives us crazy when we ask questions and the answer 
we get is, “Because that’s the way it’s always been done.”  And 
yet, we often find ourselves giving the same answer to the next 
generation when they challenge our ways.  “If it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it,” right?  Sadly, much of what we do in ministry today 
is broken and failing to accomplish our true mission in this 
generation.  But if we allow the questions and challenges to 
honestly drive us back to the timeless, unchanging, and cross-
cultural truths of God’s Word, it will give us a solid foundation 
that can be passed on to the generations to come.

The next generation has much to teach us.  I am fascinated 
to see how the next generation has adapted to a world that 
is constantly changing.  Their world is changing much faster 
than ours did, and yet, for the most part, they are able to 
keep up and adjust to the latest trends and technology.  
Even though the next generation is the largest generation in 
human history, and is far more unreached (in America) than 
any before, those in this generation who are committed to 
the Gospel are finding creative ways to use these changes 
as opportunities for evangelism, discipleship and world 
missions.  Yes, it often looks far different than how we have 
been trained to do ministry and missions, but I believe they 
have much to teach us.  When it comes to communicating 
with their generation and world, they “get it.”  My desire is 
to learn everything I can from the next generation (always 
filtered through the principles of God’s Word), so that I can be 
as effective as possible in the years that I have left to serve the 
Lord.

 Next generation missions is exciting and challenging.  
Not only do I look forward to what God is going to do through 
my own children, but I also look forward to seeing what God 
is going to do through the next generation in the church that 
I pastor and in the churches of the World Baptist Fellowship.

PRAY
FOR OUR

MISSIONARIES
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On May 31st, we start our 8th year in the Dominican Republic. It has been quite a journey learning a new language and culture; 
adapting to third world problems and watching the Lord open doors of opportunity. Luisito is a 
moto-concho driver (drives a motorcycle and is a taxi and errand man) that works for the 
school. He is the husband of Fredylinda, who is another employee of the school as well as the 
helper in our house. Recently, Luisito was in a motorcycle accident and severely broke his leg. 
He will be out of work for at least 3 months. We visited with him to let him know we were 
praying for him and to see if he needed anything. We have been praying for Luisito for quite 
some time because he had never accepted the Lord and knew he was not a Christian. During 
the visit, there was one thing that Luisito needed more than physical healing – and we are 
thankful that we can share that he prayed and put his faith in the Lord. 

Greetings from La Romana! The Lord has always been so good even though some things 
may seem like they are not going well. This has been the case for some in our congregation 
here. It has been an interesting past couple of months seeing the losses, struggles, and then 
the victories. In April, we had a good Easter week, even though our family had to make a trip 
Stateside (Flor had to file some paperwork). Thank you much to Southpoint Baptist in 
Jacksonville, FL for allowing us to spend some time with them in their mission house. The 
property was also officially purchased! The property was purchased officially on April 24, 
2019. It is two lots with a total size of 810 square meters (about half an acre). We want to 
thank everyone who had a part in helping meet this need. Please continue to be in prayer 
for souls to be saved and for spiritual growth. We greatly appreciate your continued prayers 
and support on our behalf. God is good, ALL the time! 

April showers bring May flowers…NOT. Here in the DR, April brings sweat, and May brings heatstroke! 
Haha! It turns out the Lord still works in the heat! In these last two months, 3 people in our church (2 
regulars and 1 visitor) have received the Lord as their Savior!! I get chills just thinking about it! One 
last bit of news. Many of you know my dad, Rev. Tim J. Perdue was recently diagnosed with prostate 
cancer. He will be starting hormone therapy next week and radiation treatments in August. If y'all 
know me, you know my daddy is my hero. The man I respect and admire the most. He is a strong, kind, 
and Godfearing man. I'll be going home for 12 days to help my mom take care of him. Please pray that 
he remains strong and hopeful in the Lord and His plan. And, please pray for my mama as well. She is 
the greatest non-certified nurse you'll ever meet! A beautiful example of a servant and caretaker. 

Thank you in advance. 

Las Palmas Christian School continues to see the hand of God. We’ve had students make decisions for Christ 
and God providing for the needs of the teachers and staff. One of the classes I teach is drama and my students 
have been able to perform in chapel. Las Palmas Christian School has a tremendous need for teachers for the 
2019-2020 school year. This is essential to our continually being able to minister to San Pedro de Macoris. 
There have been two new boys join our baseball team. We had an opportunity to take all 15 boys to a free 
dental clinic a couple weeks ago. They all cleanings and a few had to have teeth pulled or cavities filled. We 
also had a chance to tour the Arizona Diamondbacks baseball academy. The boys loved it! I’m so thankful 
for the church God has led me to a part of. I have a great team of missionaries to work with and love the 
national pastor and his family. On a personal note, I will finally begin submitting my paperwork to go through 
the residency process. This can be costly, so pray that the Lord will provide the funds. 
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“God’s Waiting Room”

We’ve all been there at one time or another.  In fact, I was there just 
today.  I arrived on time, wrote down my name and was kindly told 
to have a seat.  “We will call your name when the doctor is ready to 
see you.”  As I look around me, I realize I am not alone.  In the corner is 
a man reading a magazine.  A couple are talking about their options 
depending on the doctor’s diagnosis.  One lady is gazing at the 
television though it’s obvious her mind is definitely somewhere else.

At this point and time our task is clear.  Sit and wait.  The task at hand 
defines the name of the room:  it’s called the Waiting Room.  No 
examination, no diagnosis and no prescription.  Simply wait.  

For the World Baptist Fellowship and Arlington Baptist University we 
find ourselves in God’s waiting room.  A time of transition always serves 
as a time of uncertainty and requires our waiting on God.  We must 
never forget two important truths to hold onto in our time of waiting.

1. While we wait, God works.  He always has, and He always will.
David waited more than ten years before succeeding Saul as King. 
The Israelites spent forty years wandering in the wilderness, and
it took over thirteen years for Joseph to finally find himself in his
place as the prince of Egypt.  And all the while, God was at work in 
each situation to orchestrate events and bring to pass His divine
plan after all.  We are reminded in Deuteronomy that “the secret
things belong unto the Lord our God.” 

2. Arlington Baptist University has a long and rich history of waiting
on God and seeing His mighty hand show up in the nick of time.
Men far greater than I have served faithfully, waited patiently and 
watched with anticipation, believing God for a miracle and seeing 
it come to pass.  We believe that somewhere out there is a man
whom God has called or will call to serve as the next president of
ABU.  Somewhere out there, God is speaking to the hearts of men 
and women and calling them to a place of service, and they will
one day be new students at ABU.  Somewhere out there, God is
speaking to pastors of churches and leading them to once again
partner with our university.  Somewhere!  Somehow!

Like it or not, this planet is God’s waiting room.  Like it or not, this 
planet will continue to run according to God’s timepiece, not ours.  I 
am reminded of Isaiah’s words in Isaiah chapter forty:

“Hast thou not known?  hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, 
the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary?  there is no searching of his understanding…But they that wait 
upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint.”  Isaiah 40:28, 31

ABU still has a place in this world, and God still has a plan!  Do not lose 
faith!  Do not get weary!  God is going to do something great on the 
campus of ABU, JUST WATCH!

WBF Semi-Annual Meeting
October 14 – 16

Pleasantview Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas

Monday Night:
Musical “Every Tongue Confess”

Tuesday Morning:
Chris Knowles

Mark McCutchen
Willie Milbry

Tuesday Night:
Joshua Reese

Wednesday Morning:
Aaron McNeil
John Horton
Rick Henry

Wednesday Night:
Randy Jackson

Jimmy McNeil
Interim President

Arlington Baptist University




