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Dr. D.L. Moody
President
Arlington Baptist University

I have had the joy and privilege of being a part of Arlington Baptist 
College/University for the past 30 years and serve as president 
for the past 10 years.  I came as a 30-year-old, wet-behind-the-
ears, young man, perhaps with “stars in my eyes” and dreams of 
getting to invest my life in the work of the college I love.  God has 
graciously allowed that to happen and so much more!

I came on staff of ABC as the Director of Institutional Advancement 
in 1989.  I got to travel the country, representing the college, 
recruiting students, preaching youth camps and rallies, and 
encouraging churches to support the college.  My son, Joshua, 
traveled with me on many of those excursions and to this day, we 
talk about the memories we made and the people we met.  

A few years later, I became the Dean of Students and began 
teaching classes.  For almost 20 years I had the privilege of 
walking with the students through their academic experience; 
I counseled them, traveled with them, preached to them, and 
disciplined more than a few of them.  I taught classes in Bible, 
Spiritual Leadership, and the love of my life – Pastoral Ministry & 
Preaching.  I am so very proud of so many individuals who are now 
actively and effectively serving our Savior, who came through our 
college during those years!

I have had the privilege of working under two of the greatest men 
I know…HEROES, Dr. Wayne Martin and Dr. David Bryant.  Their 
guidance and leadership have had a lasting impact on my life 
service to Christ.  Through the past ten years as president, I have 
often asked myself this question: “What would Dr. Martin or Dr. 
Bryant do?”  I have gotten to work with some the greatest, unsung 
heroes of ABU, the faculty and staff.  These men and women are 
some of the most generous and sacrificing people you will ever 
meet.  Don’t be surprised when we stand at the Judgement Seat 
of Christ and the time it takes to bestow their rewards is longer 
than that of any of the rest of us.

For the past 10 years, I have had the honor to serve as President.  I 
think this is hardest, most humbling, most frustrating, most faith-
walking job I have ever loved doing.  God has been so faithful in 
His provision, presence, and power and we have seen miraculous 
victories time and time again.  His Hand is on ABU and He is not 
finished yet!

I will be leaving the office of President on July 12, 2019.  I am a 
Blessed Man to have gotten to serve for these three decades!

I want to say THANK YOU to the ABU Board of Directors, the 
ABU staff and students, and all our constituent churches and 
supporters for allowing me to serve as your president.  All of you 
have been a vital part in the creation of a Journey of a Lifetime 
for me.

STRAIGHT AHEAD!

Thank you!

The Board of Directors of the Arlington Baptist University would 
like to extend our deep gratitude to Bro. Moody for his service as 
President of ABU.  For the last ten years Bro. Moody has labored 
tirelessly to strengthen our school.  His task has not been easy as he 
has worked to ensure that our school continues to meet all of the 
requirements for accreditation, as well as stay within all state and 
federal guidelines that govern institutions of higher education.  
His days have been filled with taking the general oversight of day 
to day operations, and his weekends filled with traveling to many 
churches to represent our school.  He has done all of these things 
on a shoe string budget, while striving to unite the many Pastors 
and churches of the World Baptist Fellowship.  We are eternally 
grateful for Bro. Moody’s hard work and dedication for ABU.

The Board of Directors covets your prayers as we begin the process 
of seeking our next President.  It is no secret that our school has 
struggled financially for many decades; and it is no secret that 
the face of higher education is changing at a rapid rate within 
our nation.  Many schools are closing their doors due to a lack of 
funding and a declining student body.  The Board of Directors is 
committed to seeking the Lord while doing everything humanly 
possible to ensure that ABU continues to “prepare every student 
for Christian life and service by integrating faith and learning in 
the context of an informed biblical worldview that affirms the 
inerrancy of scripture.”

We believe that we all have the same basic desire concerning 
our beloved school, we all want to see her thrive again.  We 
know that this is possible if we will all come together in unity.  
The Board of Directors understands the complexity of the many 
tough decisions that we will be making in the months ahead.  
We covet your prayers during this time, and we humbly ask that 
you be patient with us in this process and extend to us grace and 
understanding.  We will be making some very tough decisions 
that may not be popular with some, but rest assured they are 
being made in the best interest of the future of our University.  

May the Lord bless us as we come together in unity – Psalm 133:1-
3.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, 

Pastor Doug Harris
Chairman

Journey of a Lifetime
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Let’s pray together!
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Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

My spirit was refreshed this past 
week as I gathered with friends and 
fellow servants of God for the 2019 
Hilltop Conference on the campus 
of Arlington Baptist University.  
This year was the celebration of 
the 80th anniversary of this historic 
institution which has been used 
by God for generations to train 

God’s people to serve in His Kingdom.  God challenged us 
through the passionate, personal preaching of His Word, 
and encouraged us through the time spent reconnecting 
personally with one other.

But this week also made it clear that we have multiple groups 
of individuals within the World Baptist Fellowship for which 
we need to pray, and we need to pray together.  Decisions 
need to be made.  Challenges need to be faced.  Transitions 
need to be walked through.  More than ever before, we need 
to support each other, encourage each other, and seek God’s 
face together.  Let me ask you to join me in prayer for these 
specific groups:

• ABU Board of Directors.  Dr. D.L. Moody presented 
his resignation on Monday night, after serving boldly 
and passionately for 10 years as President of Arlington 
Baptist University, and leading ABU through major 
challenges and transitions.  We have so much to be 
grateful for!  Now the Board of Directors begins a 
difficult process, not only of selecting the next ABU 
President, but facing some daunting financial needs.  
They are seeking the Lord for wisdom in broadening 
our recruitment base for prospective students, while 
maintaining our historic identity and values as an 
autonomous fundamental Baptist institution.  Will 
you pray for these men? 

• WBF Mission Committee.  The WBF Mission Agency, 
under the leadership of Director Joey Bacon, are 
doing an outstanding job of serving our missionaries 
and the hundreds of local churches that support 
them, while also seeking to recruit and train God-
called missionaries and church planters from a 
broader base around the country.  With the constant 
changes in technology, culture, and methodologies 
in New Testament missions, the Mission Committee is 
helping develop and update policies that affect short-

term missionaries, stateside missionaries and church 
planters, female missionaries, and families serving on 
foreign soil.  The challenges are many, and the needs 
are urgent.  Will you pray for these men? 

• Publications Board.  The Publications Board, 
currently chaired by Pastor Charles Bartlett, consists 
of seven individuals selected by the General 
Assembly, who have the responsibility of selecting 
a Publications Editor for all publications, and 
establishing guidelines for content and contributors 
to these publications (currently, The Fundamentalist).  
The board is currently in the process of selecting the 
next Publications Editor and helping develop and 
implement guidelines and strategies that will improve 
this vital tool for communication among the churches 
that are affiliated with World Baptist Fellowship.  It is 
an important responsibility.  Will you pray for these 
individuals? 

• WBF Executive Board.  As I begin my final year 
as President of the World Baptist Fellowship, I see 
more than ever the need for our churches to partner 
together in practical ways to further the cause of 
world evangelism, starting within the United States.  
I don’t just mean raising money and attending 
meetings.  We need to mobilize teams on the ground 
to help struggling pastors and churches.  We need 
to provide updated tools and training for pastors 
and church leaders.  We need to organize marriage 
retreats for couples in vocational ministry.  We need to 
coordinate missions trips to encourage and support 
our missionaries overseas.  But these efforts require 
leadership and participation, and our Executive 
Board values and asks for your input, support and 
involvement.  Will you pray for these men?

Can we count on you?  Will you join us in prayer?  Will you 
commit to encouraging the many individuals who carry these 
responsibilities?  The weight is often greater than others 
realize.  It is much easier to complain and criticize from a 
distance than to get involved in finding and implementing 
solutions.  But we are in this together, and it starts on our 
knees.  Let’s pray together!
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It is so frustrating to turn on TV and constantly have someone 
tell me I’m too fat, I need to lose weight, and I can look like their 
model if I will just use their products.  I never looked like that 
when I was young, and now that I’m old (in some people’s minds), 
it’s too late to start now!  Of course, it doesn’t help to have my 
doctors tell me that I need to exercise if I want my mind, as well 
as my body, to remain active.  They suggested that one of the 
best things I could do is to enroll in a water aerobics class at a 
gym.  

Well, in order to let them know I was at least trying, I enrolled 
at the L A Fitness Club.  Then I selected a canvas bag in which 
to put my gym clothes, and dug into a drawer of old things to 
find my three bathing suits, and tried each one on to see which 
one would be best to use.  By the time I got through laughing 
at the images in my mirror, tears were rolling down my cheeks.  
Undaunted, I placed my suit, towel and pool shoes in the bag, 
and put it in the trunk of my car so I would have no excuses 
saying, “I forgot to bring them.”  In the meantime, my sweet 
friends, Dot and Jim Foster gave me a little pedal machine that I 
could sit and pedal while watching TV and exercise at the same 
time. GREAT!  Also, at my doctor’s suggestion, I bought me a 
mini trampoline on which I could bounce.  That’s fun as well, 
and not the least bit threatening. Then, my GI doctor put me on 
a gluten free diet, and I lost twenty five pounds!  (Over a period 
of months you understand).

So, here we go.  Into the gym, greet, greet, change clothes, and 
then out to the pool.  Talk about a Norman Rockwall painting!  
Did I just imagine it, or did I hear the instructor tell me that I had 
to get INTO the pool if I was going to be a part of the exercise 
with the other thirty or so ladies?  WOW!  This is fun!  It almost 
feels like we are a part of one of the old Esther Williams movies 
doing water dancing.      (Am I dating myself?)

I tell you all of that to say this:  There comes a time when we all 
need a little help, a little encouragement once in a while, and 
you can be a part of encouraging me.  How? Well, I’ve never been 
good at memory work, and that’s a good thing when it comes 
to putting hateful words, and malicious treatment or events 
that don’t matter now anyway, to put them away in the back of 
my memory.  It doesn’t do anyone any good to dwell on those 
things because remembering will cause a person to become 
bitter, angry – all those negative areas that Satan uses to destroy 
us if we aren’t careful.   So, how can you help me?  I need you to 
memorize the following verses, which are the ones I use most 
often from the Book of Ephesians, so that if you are present 
when I’m teaching or speaking, and forget a word, you can help 
me in a heartbeat, and I can continue as if nothing happened, 
and you can save me from being embarrassed because the 
words escaped me.  That would be awesome if you would help 
me out with this!   Memorizing Scripture is one of the very best 
exercises we can do to keep our minds active, don’t you agree?   
Let’s get started!

First, there’s a little chorus that says it all to begin with.  Sing it 
with me!

“He’s able!  He’s able!  I know He’s able!  I know my Lord is able to 
carry me through.  He’s able!  He’s able!  I know He’s able!  I know 
my Lord is able to carry me through.  He heals the brokenhearted, 
and He sets the captive free.  He makes the lame to walk again, and 
He caused the blind to see. He’s able!   He’s able!  I know He’s able!  I 
know my Lord is able to carry me through.” 

That is encouraging! Make these words of Paul to the church at 
Ephesus be yours:

Ephesians 1:11-14, “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of His own will: that we should be to 
the praise of His glory ,who first trusted in Christ: In whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise 
of his glory.” (He made it possible for us to hear, we believed, and 
He sealed us eternally in Him.  AND, that’s only the beginning! 
Praise God!)

Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast.. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them”.  

Ephesians 3:20, “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above  all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus  
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”

Ephesians 4: 30-32, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking be put away from 
you with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you”.    (This is just the beginning.  Help me out here!  Okay?  
Thanks! )

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS

W
orld Baptist Fellow

ship
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We have the record in Acts chapter 17 of Paul’s visit to Athens.  
The Bible tells us that his heart was stirred as he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry.  He began to preach, both in the 
synagogue of the Jews and the marketplace and proclaimed the 
resurrected Christ.  

Paul was invited by the philosophers to come to Mars’ Hill and 
speak.  They spent all their time trying to hear some new thing, 
and the idea of a resurrection appealed to their curiosity.
Paul walked around and looked at the idols and memorials to 
the many false gods they worshipped and among them found an 
altar dedicated to the UNKNOWN GOD.  He told them he would 
like to tell them about this unknown God and proceeded to give 
them the Gospel.  He related that God had created the world 
and all men had their being due to His goodness and grace. 
Paul also stated to them that God had made the human race 
of one blood and that if they wanted to know Him He was not 
far from anyone.  He also stated that God had commanded all 
men everywhere to repent of their sins and to trust Christ, who 
had been raised from the dead and would one day judge the 
world.  Most of those who heard Paul speak mocked at the idea 
of a resurrected Christ, but there were a few who believed the 
Gospel.

Twenty centuries later God is still the UNKNOWN GOD to the 
majority of the human race.  There are several reasons why this 
is true.  He is unknown to many because they, like the Athenian 
philosophers have rejected the truth of the Gospel.  Many have 
been told the truth that God loves them; that He sent His only 
begotten Son to die for their sins, and that He raised up Jesus 
from the grave.  They have heard that salvation is available to 
all who will repent of their sins and trust Him as Saviour.   They 
have heard but for whatever reason they have refused to place 
their faith in Christ.

God is unknown by many because they have been blinded 
spiritually by the god of this world and have embraced false 
religion.   Many, like the Athenians, have given themselves over 
to idolatry.  A number of years ago I was able to visit missionaries 
John and Marjorie Malanowski in Bali, Indonesia.  The primary 
religion of Bali is Hinduism and the island is filled with altars 
and statues of the false gods of Hinduism.  You can hardly walk 
a block without coming to an altar where flowers and fruit have 
been offered to one of the thousands of Hindu gods.   While 
there I observed a Hindu funeral procession.  It was so sad to 
see the mourning and weeping of those who had no hope of 
eternity.

Throughout the world there are multiplied millions who worship 
devils and idols because they have never heard the truth of the 
Gospel.  To them He is the UNKNOWN GOD because they are 
ignorant of His love and the salvation that is so freely offered 
in Christ.

There are millions who have embraced the false god of Islam.  
They have been taught that  salvation is to be found in the 
writings of Mohammed, and they blindly follow his teachings.  
They truly have a zeal without knowledge and we must give 
them the true Gospel of the living God.

Sadly, there are millions who have rejected the truth of the 
Gospel and who have followed the path of secular humanism 
and believe that they are their own god.  Atheism is perhaps 
the saddest of all human beliefs.  Those who embrace it are 
described in Romans chapter 1 as having been given over to 
a reprobate mind.  All the perversions of that chapter describe 
their spiritual condition and the resulting immorality that 
follows that perversion.

The UNKNOWN GOD may be known today. He may be known 
if those who know Him will make Him known.  That is why we 
have the Great Commission.  We are to go into all the world and 
make Christ known so that those who are enslaved by sin may 
be set free.  

There are thousands of Bible believing missionaries around the 
world who are working to make God known, but they are so few 
compared to the great task that lies before us.  The need is so 
great today for more church planting missionaries who will go 
and proclaim the Gospel, baptize believers and organize New 
Testament churches that will carry on the work of evangelism 
into the future.   We need more Gospel preaching churches in 
America and around the world.  We need more who will say as 
Isaiah said,  “Here am I, send me.”  We need those who will go 
and those who will send.

Let us strive together that God will be the KNOWN GOD as we 
reach into the world with the Gospel.

THE UNKNOWN GOD

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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I have never been asked to steer a ship at its helm, nor would I 
ever desire such a task.  First, I consider myself to be completely 
inexperienced and unqualified.  Second, I realize what a challenge it 
could be to maintain a steady course with contrary winds and new 
waves pushing the vessel in uncharted directions.

There is wisdom in charting a course.  The vessel has a clear purpose 
and is intended to transport its occupants to a specific destination, 
regardless of impending challenges.  For the one appointed at the 
helm it is beneficial to have a clear course to follow.

In 1939, a course was charted for what was then known as the World 
Fundamental Baptist Missionary Fellowship.  What is known now 
as the WBF Mission Agency was one of the key components to this 
Fellowship.  This “vessel” served as an effective and efficient method 
for like-minded, fundamental Baptist churches to send missionaries 
with the gospel to the world.  Since that time, the WBF Mission Agency 
has maintained a steady, fundamental course despite the wind and 
waves that were contrary.  This steady course has been maintained, 
not merely dependent upon a mission director at the helm, but due 
to likeminded independent pastors who, as a committee, have agreed 
that this method of working together to get missionaries to the 
field is done most effectively and biblically by maintaining a steady, 
fundamental course.

This in part makes the WBF Mission Agency more than a clearing house.  
The WBFMA is an independent, Baptist mission agency endorsing only 
independent, Baptist missionaries and chaplains.  This means that the 
WBFMA is distinct in that it is not merely missional, but rather doctrinal 
in its mission.  

Having grown up as a missionary kid to WBF approved missionaries, 
then later serving as a WBFMA mission committee member, and now 
serving as WBFMA Mission Director, I have observed some distinctions 
that have remained consistent through the years and charted the 
course for WBFMA.  These distinctions include but are not limited to:

The preserved Word of God.  We believe that the Holy Bible was 
written by men supernaturally inspired and is therefore infallible and 
has been preserved as the only complete and final revelation of the will 
of God to man.  The WBFMA holds the Authorized King James Version 
as the preserved Word of God for the English-speaking people based 
on its historical accuracy, consistency, and method of translation.  Our 
missionaries preach and teach exclusively from the KJV in the English 
language.  We also believe that every tribe and nation can have the 
Word of God in their own language based on proper translation.

Our Baptist heritage.  We believe historical Baptists are those who 
came from the line of churches that originated from the first church 
Jesus started during His earthly ministry.  We are not Protestants.  
Our historical identity originated from those “Anabaptists” who 
rejected infant baptism as necessary/equivalent to salvation and 
suffered greatly for it.  We bear the name Baptist unashamedly as is 
characterized and practiced by our endorsed missionaries.  

Ecclesiastical and Personal Separation.  As a fundamental group 
of believers, we take our stand regarding the current trends that lead 
to discrediting the Bible and undermining the fundamentals of the 

faith. WBFMA takes a separatist stand against Neo-orthodoxy, Neo-
evangelicalism, the Ecumenical movement and the modern tongues 
movement.  We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner 
as not to bring reproach upon their Savior and Lord. God commands 
His people to separate from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful 
pleasures, practices, and associations; and to refrain from all immodest 
and immoderate appearances. 

The imminent return of Christ.  We believe in the pre-tribulational, 
pre-millennial, rapture of the Lord Jesus Christ in the air.  Knowing 
that His return is imminent, we believe Christ’s last command is our 
first priority (Matthew 28:19-20).  We endeavor to assist local churches 
in passionately, prayerfully, and pursuantly reaching the lost in our 
Jerusalem, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  

This certainly does not exhaust the distinctions that have been 
manifested throughout the history of the WBFMA, but as the “wind of 
every doctrine” gains intensity, it is necessary to review and clarify the 
course again.  Not only as to where we are going, but the biblical path 
to get there.  

Among the ones who are often at risk on this journey are the 
missionaries.  Whenever change occurs among fundamental Baptists, 
fundamental Baptist missionaries are held in question.  As a mission 
agency, we strive to maintain a steady, consistent, fundamental course 
that reinforces and supports the fundamental course of likeminded 
churches who have sent out and allow us to assist their missionaries.  
The World Baptist Fellowship Mission Agency, Inc. has been a separate 
entity since 1984.  We are an independent Baptist mission agency 
that is overseen by a committee of 15 like-minded pastors who chart 
the course according to the Word of God and leadership of the Holy 
Spirit.  We depend on likeminded Baptist Churches to contribute to 
our general fund so that we might continue serving local churches and 
their missionaries.

Our desire is to remain steady and consistent in doctrine and mission.  
We believe “the servant of the Lord must not strive” (II Timothy 2:24).  
Therefore, while we stand by our convictions, we endeavor to do so 
in a gracious spirit.  We want to expend our energy and efforts in 
partnering with like-minded churches “striving together for the faith 
of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27).

The need is great, and our time is 
short.  We appreciate your prayers 
and partnership with us as we 
steady the course to continue 
assisting local churches and their 
missionaries in fulfilling the Great 
Commission.

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

Steadying the Course
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Think Like A Missionary
Hero.  That is one of the most loaded and overused words in 
our modern vernacular.  With all of the movies out there that 
show fictional superheroes saving the world, or some social 
justice warrior that is declared a hero, or in the words of one 
comedian, “A hero is anyone that just does their job,” I think 
we have lost the meaning. 

 Often the word Hero has been applied to 
missionaries.  Most missionaries I know denounce that title 
and say that they were simply being obedient to the call of 
Christ.  However, missionaries do carry with them certain 
qualities that make us want to adore them as heroes.  For 
instance, their willingness to give up everything to reach 
people they do not know.  One characteristic that sticks 
out to me is the willingness to be forgotten.  It seems to me 
that the majority of missionaries I know aren’t interested on 
being heard, being seen, or being remembered.  They simply 
focus on the Great Commission.  

 Right now, in different churches across America, you 
can walk in and there sitting in the middle pew off to the right 
side of the auditorium is some little gray-haired couple.  The 
husband glued to a walker with those big yellow tennis balls 
attached to the legs, and the wife frail and weak following 
her husband with Bibles and bulletins in hand as they slowly 
make their way out to the car after the service.  No one 
cheers when they walk into the auditorium, the teenagers 
do not flock to the pews where they sit hoping to get the 
spot closest to them, the middle aged couples do not beg of 
them to impart their immeasurable wisdom, and the pastor 
rarely asks them to speak on a Sunday morning.  In fact, if you 
were a visitor in the church you would never know their story.  
You would never know that they spent the majority of their 
lives on some foreign mission field ministering in some of 
the poorest and darkest places on this planet.  You wouldn’t 
know the stories of how they faced diseases, betrayals, 
restless nights, fires, famine, homesickness, and even near 
death experiences all so that a bunch of people that spoke 
a different language and lived in a place thousands of miles 
from their hometown could experience the unconditional 
love of Jesus Christ.  The reason you wouldn’t know these 
things is because this old retired couple, now off their field 
of service because their bodies are just too frail to carry on, 
never make a fuss.  They do not request to be heard or their 
platitudes be heeded.  They do not wish for their picture to 
be cascaded from the ceiling on a grand banner of praise.  
They do not wish for anyone to remember their name, only 
that they will remember the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in whom they have diligently given their lives.   Fame is not 
their fortune, and praise is not their currency. Only Christ, 
only His grace, that is their only desire.   Even now in the 
quietness of their home you would never see how they pour 
over every missionary letter and prayer card to bathe them 
in prayer.  Nor would you be privy to the ways they continue 

to encourage and help send supplies to all those national 
pastors they left behind to pastor the churches they gave 
their lives to help start.   

 Soon their bodies will lie in a cold grave and the 
world will forget their very existence. Yet this does not 
concern them, because they know the One whom they gave 
their lives to serve will welcome them into His rest with the 
simple yet weighty words of “well done thy good and faithful 
servants.”  
      
 Many missionaries do great works in their mission 
fields. Things like starting Bible institutes where they train 
hundreds of men and women for the ministry, starting 
church planting movements that lead to dozens of churches 
being multiplied, and seeing thousands of people changed 
by the gospel of Jesus Christ.   How many of us can say that 
we have a Track record like that here in the states?  Maybe 
it’s because we just do not think like a missionary, and we 
probably should start!
 
 Starting church planting movements requires 
thinking like a missionary.  Missionaries just think 
differently; they are more concerned with multiplying 
ministers and planting more churches to grow the kingdom 
of God than growing their own kingdoms.  If we are ever 
going to see as many pastors trained and churches started 
as missionaries do, then we will have to start thinking like a 
missionary.  That starts with simply taking their advice.

         Go to a missionary to get advice on how to run the 
church instead of a book or some blog.  Seek to put 
missionaries on the school and mission boards to gain the 
amazing experience and wisdom God has given them on 
training ministers and starting church planting movements.  
We honor them by hanging their pictures on our walls, let’s 
honor them now by seeking their wisdom!

         If we are really concerned about spreading the gospel, 
making disciples, training new pastors, and seeing the world 
changed shouldn’t we be going to the people that have 
done it the best?  Maybe it’s time for us to lay down our pride, 
stop talking so much, and learn to listen to that elderly gray-
headed couple that has done more to build the kingdom of 
God than we could possibly imagine.   Maybe then, we could 
find a little hero in us.

Article by
Jake Woodfin

branchessf.com
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The 2019 World Baptist Fellowship Fall Meeting will be hosted by Pleasantview Baptist 
Church, Arlington, Texas, Pastor Jimmy McNeil, October 14th-16th.  The theme for the 
meeting is “SOON (The King’s Returning)”.  This will be a great meeting and a blessing to 
those who attend.  Please make plans now to attend and register at pbcarlington.org or 
call the church office at 817-483-7100.

2019
WBF Fall Meeting
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Bringing the Energy
A word we’re hearing more and more within the church 
is ENERGY… We talk about having high energy services, 
led by energetic pastors who are trying to energize their 
community of believers to go out and be the church.

Summer is often a high energy season for the church 
because of the many programs and events that take place. 
I know my church, Connersville Baptist Temple, is having 
an energetic summer with youth camp, VBS, a massive 
fireworks show, and hosting a booth at our county fair… 
all within the nine weeks of summer break for the students! 
Energy… something every church wants.

Here’s a fun fact for you: ENERGY cannot be created, only 
transferred.

Clara Moskowitz said, “The law of conservation of energy, 
also known as the first law of thermodynamics, states that 
the energy of a closed system must remain constant—it 
can neither increase nor decrease without interference 
from outside. The universe itself is a closed system, so the 
total amount of energy in existence has always been the 
same. The forms that energy takes, however, are constantly 
changing.” (scientificamerican.com, August 5, 2014)

So, why the science lesson?

1. When it comes to Energy in the church, our job is not 
to create it, but to transfer it.
Another science lesson for you- the sun is the source of 
all energy in our universe. Spiritually speaking, the Son is 
also the source of all energy within the church. This is why 
we do not have to create it! When Paul said in Colossians 
2:9-10, “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 

bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power:” that included all the energy we 
need. Our job is simply to transfer the energy living inside 
of us to those without it! As we spend time with Jesus in our 
personal lives, that energy will be naturally transferred in 
our church services & to those we hang around.

2. When it comes to Energy in the church, our job is not 
to cause friction, but to set it in motion.
One last science lesson- All forms of energy are associated 
with motion; Friction causes opposition to motion/energy. 
It’s been noted that about 20% of the engine power of 
automobiles is consumed in overcoming frictional forces 
in the moving parts. Spiritually speaking, I wonder what 
percentage of church energy is consumed by friction 
within the moving parts of the body of Christ? In Colossians 
3, Paul is challenging us to live a life free of friction and to 
set in motion the love of Christ. In verse 17, he gives us the 
key to a frictionless life, “And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him.”

So there you have it… spiritually scientific proof that your 
church has ENERGY! The big question is- what are you 
doing to set in motion the energy in your life? My prayer 
is that you will do everything you do in the name of Jesus 
Christ and that you will give thanks for His ENERGY in you!

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

The STUDENT SEC TION
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John Horton
Executive Mission Director

WHAT DO WE SMELL LIKE? 

I love sweet smells from God’s nature. Have you ever taken a walk and 
suddenly you were taken in with a most pleasant wild-flower fragrance? Then you 
notice that the flowers attract hummingbirds, bees, butterflies, and other nectaring 
insects. In ancient times when sport events were won, the people of the city would 
use an abundance of perfumes and sweet odors from flowers and tree roots to 
embrace the conquering hero. These fragrances could be smelled from great 
distances; it would draw people from everywhere. The Bible teaches that this is what 
non-Christians should be drawn to when around Christians…GOD’S FRAGRANCE! The 
Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 2:15:  

“For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:”  

However, if truth be told, in Christianity, that is rarely the case. You do not need to spend very long outside 
of Christianity to see that there are many that have something derogatory to say about us and you’re probably 
going to hear a list of complaints they have about Christians. The problem with many non-Christians is not that 
they don’t know any Christians. The challenge is they do…so what is the problem? As Mahatma Gandhi 
famously (and sadly) said:  
 

“I LIKE YOUR CHRIST; I DO NOT LIKE YOUR CHRISTIANS. YOUR CHRISTIANS ARE SO UNLIKE YOUR CHRIST.” 
  
He’s not alone! 
 

Many Christians would tell you we have an image problem: that we’re treated unfairly, we’re being 
persecuted, or we’re just really misunderstood. I’m not so sure…. it’s far more likely that we have an 
integrity/spiritual problem. Christianity should promote a courteous and obliging attitude towards all. Those who 
would bring discouragement to other Christians by being sour and bringing reproach upon Christ, give a false 
idea of Christianity. Issues such as HYPOCRISY, JUDGING and the LACK OF DEVELOPING FRIENDSHIPS WITH NON-CHRISTIANS 
are problems many Christians suffer with that deter the lost from coming to Christ and the edifying of the Church, 
bringing shame unto our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus was called a “FRIEND OF SINNERS”. The fragrance of the great love from His heart, drew people 
to Him! The spiritual savour (fragrance) we give off should encourage Christians and attract the lost to Christ. 
So, the name and salvation of Jesus, as ointment poured out, becomes a sweet savor that reaches into every place. 
Those that reject it, do so to their own destruction, while unto others, the gospel is a savor of life unto life: as it 
quickened them that were dead in trespasses and sins, so it makes them livelier, and will end in eternal life.  
However, as the question is posed in the Word of God:  

“Who is sufficient for these things?” 

Namely, for the sweet savor of Christ, so diverse in its effects on believers and unbelievers that it is diffused 
everywhere. The answer is 2 Corinthians 3:5, 6: 

"Not that we are sufficient of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God, who hath made us able...” 

 
The work of MISSIONS is great, and what we do in this task, unless it is done in sincerity, as in the sight of God 
and according to Scripture is not of God, does not come from Him, and will not reach to Him. May we carefully 
watch ourselves in this matter; and seek the testimony of our consciences, under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
that as of sincerity, so speak we in Christ and of Christ. 
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Strategizing in 
Team Missions

Rick Washburn Jr.
Pastor

Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

THE MISSIONS CORNER

W
BF

 M
is

si
on

 A
ge

nc
y

I am greatly encouraged to see the growing trend in team 
missions among missionaries and church planters.  Team 
missions is an undeniably biblical model, starting with the 
Lord Jesus Himself, practiced by the Apostle Paul, and seen 
throughout the churches in the New Testament.  So much 
of the isolation, discouragement, and exhaustion that our 
missionaries face can be overcome through team missions.  
The opportunities and potential in serving in a team are so 
great; however, the challenges can also be great.

If you are serving in a team of missionaries or church 
planters, or considering doing so, let me encourage you to 
develop some specific strategies that can be discussed and 
implemented with your team.

• A strategy for multiplication.  The Great Commission 
is not just about evangelism (Mark 16:15) and 
discipleship (Matthew 28:19-20), but it is also about 
multiplication (Acts 1:8).  Our focus and goal should 
not just be our local church or immediate community, 
but our city, our region and our world.  This means 
we must develop a strategy and plan to reproduce.  
It means we must be intentional about training and 
equipping believers to do ministry and then to be 
released.  It means we must also be strategic in our 
praying, as only the Lord can move hearts and open 
the doors necessary for multiplication.  This must be 
a team effort, and it requires a strategy.

• A strategy for relief.  One of the greatest blessings 
of serving in a team is that team members can relieve 
one another at different times and for different 
reasons.  Missionaries need to return for furlough.  

Missionary couples need time to get away alone.  
Missionary families need a vacation.  Team members 
can offer childcare to each other and can take on 
additional ministry responsibilities for a time so that 
others can have the relief they need.  This requires 
a strategy to coordinate schedules, calendars and 
responsibilities.

• A strategy of authority and team roles.  One of the 
greatest challenges to team ministry comes when 
there are not clearly defined and communicated roles 
within the team.  Everyone needs to know what they 
are responsible for, and what authority they have to 
make certain decisions within the team.  There must 
also be a clear team leader.  Someone has to make 
the final decision, and others need to be willing to 
support the decision (obviously when it does not 
involve biblical or moral compromise).  Everyone 
contributes and provides input to the team, but at 
some point, a decision has to be made.  Who has that 
responsibility?  This requires a strategy and needs to 
be defined ahead of time.

God has called us to build His Kingdom through carrying 
out the Great Commission.  It is a privilege to serve, and 
especially to serve together.  The Great Commission 
requires teamwork and partnerships.  As is often said, we 
can do more together than we can do apart.  But serving 
together requires planning, communication, humility and 
grace.  May God guide us and grant us wisdom as we serve 
together to reach our world with the Gospel.

PRAY
FOR OUR

MISSIONARIES
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                    Thailand and Indonesia 

 

 
          Marjorie and I will depart for Indonesia on 02 April and 
arrive on 04 April. We covet your prayers for a safe journey to 

the other side of the world. We 
are excited and anxious to get 
back for a period of time to the 
people we love and have 
ministered to for some 43 
years.  
We will visit the churches our 
Lord has used us to start and are 

still continuing on to this day. Most of our time will be spent in 
Bali where we have three churches and on the island of Sumba 
where we have two churches. We have an orphanage on Sumba 
as well as Bali and we want to spend time with the children. We 
will distribute Bibles to the high school students on Sumba. 
Praise the Lord for this great opportunity to get the Bibles in the 
hands of these young people. We will also have the opportunity 
to preach the gospel to these students. 

WE HAVE SO MUCH TO PRAISE OUR LORD FOR 
The lost being saved. This is always our priority. The Lord is 
blessing with many coming to Him. For baptisms and the growth 
of the believers even though many face persecutions. For our 
faithful national pastors that truly care and setting a good example 
to others. For new opportunities in other areas to start outposts 
and Sunday Schools. 

            THAILAND - We came into the New Year with activities 
galore-from Children’s Day, Valentines, and English outreaches 
to governmental and fellowship meetings.  Each outreach opens 
up more opportunities to witness in the community. Last 
year a Filipino lady accepted Christ. Her husband worked in the 
Middle East while she taught in a school in Bangkok. We began 

to pray for him. His company 
had a shake-up at the top, and 
his contract wasn’t renewed. He 
attended church some with his 
wife. One evening I got a call 
from John. He and his wife were 
over at Bob’s apartment. John 
had something to tell me. “I 
wanted you to know we are 
brothers.” “Brothers?” I 
questioned. He said, “Yep, 
tonight I accepted Christ and 
wanted you to know.” John 
wanted to call all those he knew 

were praying for him to let them know. Kannika has been very 
busy this year. She is translating two discipleship courses and 
proof-reading another. Please pray for her and the translation 
work she is doing. Also, pray for Kannika in the passing of her 
grandmother who raised her as little girl. It can be a bit 
overwhelming as the only Christian in her family. 

          It’s hard to believe 1/4 of our brand-new year has already 
gone by!  In Jan. we had many activities going on at 
the four churches we work with. A great time to share The Good 
News! We thank each of you that sent us a card or gift for 
Christmas!  In April, Agape Bpt in Jogya had a baptism. Pdt 

Tom baptized Ibu Anna! 
We were so happy to see 
Ibu Anna follow the Lord 
in baptism. She asked the 
Lord into her heart a few 
months ago. 
   Pray for the Bible 
Institute in Purworejo. All 
Ind. Bpt Bible Institutes on 

the island of Java, are now 
under this school. Pdt Antoro, head of the Yayasan, and Pdt 
Suyono, administrator of the school, are doing an excellent job! 
More monthly funds are needed, as well as more funds for 
building projects at the school. Please pray!  
   David continues to improve every day. Thanks much for 
your prayers and support! We have been a part of 
W.B.F. since 1974 when we were approved. We arrived in 
Indonesia in Aug of 1976.  We are so thankful for the School, 
the Mission office staff, our supporting Pastors, our home 
church, Cornerstone Bpt Temple, and our home Pastor, Dr Jerry 
Siler. To God be the Glory! 
 

            On February 11, I celebrated the 44th anniversary of my 
arrival in Jakarta, Indonesia. So many things have changed since 
that day. At that time there were only about five Independent 
Baptist mission works. Today, Jakarta is a modern city with a 
mass-rapid transportation system. The population of the country 
has grown to 266 million. There are now hundreds of 
Independent Baptist churches scattered throughout the islands, 
and Sunday School materials are available for kindergarten-aged 
children through teenagers. However, we have only begun to 
touch the surface. There is still so much work to be done, and the 
laborers are still few. 
This January and February 
have taken me to the states 
of Georgia, Florida, and 
Louisiana.                                     
I am humbled and 
grateful for the warm 
hospitality I have received 
in all the churches I have 
been able to visit. It is such 
an encouragement to know 
that those at home are aware 
of the ministry in Indonesia 
and are continuing to hold the ropes. I am looking forward to 
visiting many more of you in the near future before I return to the 
field in May 2019. May the Lord grant me many more 
anniversaries! 
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For the Fall Meeting this October at Pleasantview Baptist Church, there will be a ladies meeting 
on Tuesday, October 15 at 2:00pm.  The theme will be “Faces of Ministry”.  We encourage ALL 
ladies who are involved in ministry in any capacity, whether part-time or full-time, to come be 
encouraged.  You will be blessed and refreshed by the physical and spiritual food we plan to 
share with you.  See you then!

Ladies Meeting

Each year at the WBF Fall Meeting, we are blessed to be able to have the “Missionary Gift Card Shower.”  
This is a time where deputation and furlough missionaries are showered with gift cards that churches 
and individuals have purchased for them.  This is always a tremendous blessing to missionaries and 
helps with traveling expenses and items needed for the field.  Gift cards may be mailed to:
        
WBF Mission Agency      
PO Box 13459    
Arlington, TX  76094

or

Fall Meeting Gift Cards
c/o Pleasantview Baptist Church
4400 Pleasantview Drive
Arlington, TX  76017

The gift cards need to arrive at Pleasantview Baptist Church or the WBF Mission Agency no later than 
Monday, October 7.  Thank you for your generosity and participation. 

WBF Missionary Gift Card Shower
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The Ministry of the 
Mission House/
Apartment
by Julie Bacon

When a church family has 
the vision and ability to have 
their own mission apartment 
or mission house, it is such a 
blessing to the missionary!  It 
saves the family money in that 
they don’t have to pay for a hotel 
room, and it offers a measure of 
privacy and security.  We have 
appreciated each one in which 
we have stayed because of the 
unique characteristics they 
displayed of the host church.  We have literally been blessed by 
mission apartments and houses all over the country!    

I’ve been asked by those who take care of these ministries to 
give a few suggestions and ideas.  After talking with several 
missionaries, along with our own experiences, below are a few 
suggestions (these are of course suggestions and in no way a 
standard):

Mission houses/apartments could be more hotel-like, not 
necessarily more home-like.  “Hotel-like” means roomy and 
spacious, information and instructions clearly accessible, and 
simply decorated with necessities provided.  Why hotel-like? 
Mainly because missionaries travel heavy, often with multiple, 
large suitcases that open wide.  Those who travel with little 
ones bring their own baby furniture (playpen, high chair, swing, 
toys, etc – we all know how much stuff little ones need!).  Those 
with school age children travel with many school supplies, 
books, and DVDs.  All these things take up space and the more 
space an apartment gives them, the easier it is.  It would also be 
helpful to have a map of the area in the apartment. I know we 
have Google, but a paper map with a WalMart, a gas station, the 
church, and grocery store is always helpful.  Plus, include iconic 
things in your particular area.  To be hotel-like is also not to have 
so many decorative items.  While lovely to look at, these things 
tend to get broken or collect dust (like they do at my house lol).  

Some things missionaries bring with them, and some things it 
would be a blessing if they were provided.  Possible things to 
include: one full-length mirror per bedroom, one trash can per 
bedroom, a large table (for: writing letters, studying, making 
phone calls with notes, doing school, eating), an iron and 
ironing board, a coffee pot, a can opener, water (jug or bottles), 
a DVD player, an extension cord.  I’m sure if you talked with 
many missionaries, each could give more ideas, but these are 
some suggestions.  

If you’re still wondering what to do or how secure your 
apartment/house is, just stay a night or two in the mission 
house.  This will help you to know what your particular one 
needs.  

One more note to missionaries:  Please put things back like you 
found them.   Always leave the place cleaner than you found it.  
Don’t take anything with you, and if you accidentally do, send it 
back.  Follow any instructions left for you, and express gratitude 
for a place to stay.  This is a ministry of that local church and a 
blessing to you.  Let’s remember to let them know the blessing 
they are to us!  

By Julie Bacon
Administrative Coordinator
WBF Mission Agency

Contentment
by Katrina Sellers

Contentment

English Definition:  Satisfaction; 
happiness

Greek Definition: Idea of raising a 
barrier; to ward off; be satisfactory, 
be enough, suffice, be sufficient.

Key Scriptures for Study: I Timothy 6:6-8; Philippians 4:11; Hebrews 
13:5; 

Life Picture:

     Contentment for me is taking the time to just sit at the beach 
and watch the kids play. It is holding passes to a local water park, 
so I can just sit and enjoy the family without the pressure of having 
to race to the next thing. It is a summer vacation at my favorite 
spot. It is not having to cook or clean for a week.  When was the 
last time you were really content? As moms, we have a tendency 
to carry the weight of the whole family on our shoulders. We tend 
to worry for all, strive for all, be it all, and at the same time wonder 
if we are making a difference at all.  

      Contentment can seem like a far off dream, but God wants it to 
be our reality. When reading the definition of contentment “being 
enough” really hit home for me. When was the last time I thought 
I was enough? Sufficient? I am always striving to be better, make 
our home better, our family better, and our church better so how 
do I step back and just be content?  Paul said in Philippians it 
was something he learned, implying it takes practice and mental 
renewal through the Spirit to achieve.     

      I am thankful that life satisfaction can also arrive on the heels of 
surviving a deep valley. We can find ourselves more content when 
our lives finally right themselves back to normal.  I find it interesting 
that the word contentment is not that far off of the opposite word 
contention. As the definition describes when we raise the barrier 
of discontentment and contention, making all things right with 
God and our fellow man we are free to be satisfied with where we 
are and the circumstances we find ourselves in. It is important to 
note that it is only through Christ and his Spirit that we can find 
happiness and satisfaction. He will guide us into all sufficiency and 
true contentment when we rely on Him to supply our needs. 

      Lately, especially driving the car back into my little community 
of residence, I have noticed a sweet sense of contentment 
wash over me. I love where I live, the people I serve, and the 
opportunities for ministry I am currently invested in.  Life is good. 
Don’t get me wrong there are still things I want to do, but I am glad 
at this moment in time to really be able to identify with Paul in 
Philippians 4:11, when he says “I have learned, in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content.” Dear believer, before the summer 
ends, take time to be content. Be satisfied. You are enough. In Him, 
you are sufficient. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Thank you for supplying our every need. Help 
us be content with what you have provided for us.   Thank you for 
being our enough. Amen
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This year, the WBF Mission Agency made online 
giving available as another method of giving to WBF 
missionaries.  This method of giving may be accessed 
through the WBFMA website:  www.wbfi.net.  There 
will be a link at the top of the homepage “Online 
Giving” which will guide the donor to specify to which 
missionary or project they want to donate.  The donor 
may also go to the missionary’s individual page and 
click on the “donate” button to give to that missionary.  
The company who processes transactions charges a 
fee of 2.2% + $0.30 for each transaction which reduces 
the total amount given to the missionary.  Donors are 
encouraged to add 3% to their donation to offset this 
fee.  The WBFMA hopes this will be another beneficial 
avenue in which God’s people can give to God’s 
servants.

Tri-State Fellowship Meeting in August
Pastor Byrom Martin and the Alvaton Baptist Church, Alvaton, Georgia, will be hosting the Tri-State Fellowship Meeting 
Thursday, August 22nd and Friday, August 23rd.  The first service will begin Thursday at 1 p.m.  The theme for the 
meeting will be “Revival.”  “Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” Psalm 85:6  

Pastor Martin and the church family invite those who can to attend.  This will be a great meeting and encouragement 
to God’s servants.  Please be in prayer for the preaching and fellowship.

The following is a schedule for the meeting:

Thursday 1pm Speaker: Kenric Barnett  (West Orlando Baptist Church, Ocoee, Florida)
                                         “The Need For Revival”

Thursday 2pm Speaker: Ethan Daves (Franklin Baptist Church, Franklin, Ohio)
                                         “Revival In The Man Of God”

Thursday 7pm Speaker: Jimmy McNeil (Pleasantview Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas)
                                         “Revival In Our Churches”

Friday  10am Speaker:  Randy Jackson (Bible Baptist Church, Kissimmee, Florida)
                                         “Revival In Our Communities”
   Speaker: Donnie Miles (Faith Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Florida)
   “Revival In Our Families”
   Speaker: Mark Ogle (Pine Level Baptist Church, Starke, Florida)
   “Revival In Our Fellowship”

Online Giving for 
WBF Missionaries


