
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 17, 2019 

 

Dear friends, 

 

In 1974, when GOD touched our hearts and called both Debi and I to serve Him in Brazil, we were a 

bit overwhelmed, humbled, awed, excited, and happy.  And yet we were leery of the reaction of our 

pastor and church family and flat out afraid of our parents’ reaction!  But it never entered either of our 

minds to say “NO” to Him. 

 

We don’t know if you realize that by supporting us (financially or with prayers) through the years, you 

were part of the fulfillment of that “YES” Debi and I promised the LORD.  It held so many plans and 

dreams.  In 1975, when approved as WBF missionaries, Debi and I embarked on the greatest 

adventures of our lives – spiritually, emotionally, mentally, and even physically.  These have made us 

who we are today, and we thank you. 

 

Dawn, our daughter who was three years old, and Aaron, our son who was three months old, when 

we left for Brazil that April 21, 1977, grew up so differently than any of their cousins.  They never 

knew that until furloughs and always preferred their Brazilian lives.  They also experienced the same 

adventures as us, be it in smaller dosages.  All four of us are so grateful the LORD allowed them to 

be raised on the field.  As a result, Dawn now has a tax business.  Its largest clientele base is 

Brazilian, many whom still only speak Portuguese or little English.  Aaron is now the Chief of Staff to 

a U.S. Congressman.  We can see GOD’s hand in that because the Congressman previously was in 

a business that required him to be fluent in Portuguese.  So now when those two have business to 

discuss just between the two of them they don’t have to go behind closed doors.  Being raised as 

MKs to Brazil has also been beneficial to them as adults.  But the greatest blessing of all is that they 

each accepted the LORD, married people who love the LORD, our grandchildren are being raised in 

Christian homes and all but one (who is only five years old) know the LORD personally!  What more 

could we desire?  All four of us thank you for the influences you’ve had in our lives and the 

opportunities you helped provide for them. 

 

Our hearts are filled with gratitude.  Seems like so much we’d like to “show” you so you might 

understand why.  There are literally thousands whose lives have been touched by our journey.  And it 

is still happening because GOD is still there doing the work as He did through us.”  GOD is so 

Faithful!"  Our lives have been filled with a lot of satisfying work that included such a variety!     

 
And all these avenues yielded churches which planted churches which planted other churches and 
continues even today under Brazilian leadership.  It even includes missionaries to areas of Brazil, 
Portugal, and a few other areas.  When we landed that April 21, 1977, we understood we were called 
to be "church planters" but did we really know what that meant?  Not in the slightest!  And we thank 
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GOD for that.  It caused us to seek Him to guide us, to teach us, to strengthen us.  He was our 
Teacher.  When we were the only Americans on the upper Rio Negro and one of the few American 
missionary families in Salvador, then called "The Graveyard of Missionaries,” He was ALWAYS 
there!  We had no one else to turn to yet we had ALL we needed.  He taught us how He wanted us to 
plant churches.  It is still awesome!  It has always thrilled our hearts! 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love GOD, to them who are the 
called according to His purpose." Romans 8:28 
As teens dating, Debi and I claimed this verse as "ours.”  How He has proved it time and again! 
 

If it wasn’t for health issues, LORD willing, we’d still be there or at least be able to visit several times a 

year.  Many of you have been so faithful praying for Debi.  If not for those prayers, we’d have been 

back to the States much sooner, but GOD truly had a job for her and gave her the health she needed 

to do the job even with MS.  I say that because Debi was diagnosed in 1981.  Since our return, she 

had to have esophageal surgery which showed two important issues:  first, her esophagus is 

paralyzed and esophageal varices which led to the discovery of a diagnosis of cirrhosis of the liver.  

What a shock!  Never drank at all, then the doctor told us it was due to all the medications she had 

taken through the years and fatty liver.  Then a small spot of cancer was found in her right kidney.  

She is monitoring that with her doctor and doing well.  She is also wheelchair bound – can outrun us 

all!  Not only is GOD faithful but He has always placed us exactly in the right places so we can serve 

Him and learn more about Him. 

 

I, too, have started showing the years of hauling building materials for construction or other projects, 

or maybe all those suitcases Debi packed, but my back is letting me know.  We’ve finally found a 

procedure that gives relief for a while.  But what concerns us most is my eyesight.  My right eye hurts 

a lot and I have a loss of vision.  I’ve had every test any doctor here knows to do, including an MRI of 

the eye, with the same results being they can find nothing wrong.  I squint constantly – Popeye style.  

Debi and I make a really cute pair!   

 

As we retire, Debi and I would like to state that while no longer in Brazil, we are still active for the 

LORD inside and outside our local church.  If you feel GOD’s leading, we would be so blessed and 

grateful for your support – both financial and/or with prayers.  We need both. 

 

We wrote this small book overflowing with so much gratitude.  Thank you for being a part of GOD’s 

“adventure” for our lives.  What an honor and blessing. 

 

Yours because we’re His, 

 

 

Phil Harris 


