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Dr. D.L. Moody
President
Arlington Baptist College

We have often heard and probably unanimously agree with the cliché 
“Everything rises and falls on leadership.”  Arlington Baptist University 
is blessed to be able to boast of its rich, historic, powerful, and godly 
leaders who have led our school over the course of these eighty years. 
 
The ONLY person who can truly understand and empathize with 
the daunting and often overwhelming task of leading a faith-based 
institution of higher learning is a person who has sat in the chair of the 
President.  The romantic picture this position may formulate in one’s 
mind is very quickly replaced by the mountainous list of responsibilities, 
duties, frustrations, and just downright hard work that this job demands.  
The men who have carried the weight of this job through our history 
deserve our recognition, applause, and appreciation.

Several men have dotted our history by serving brief intervals as 
President of Bible Baptist Seminary or Arlington Baptist College.  These 
are men like Dr. G.B. Vick (1948-1949), Dr. Jock Troup (1950-1951), and 
Dr. Luther Peak (1951-1952).  Six other men have invested much or all 
of their lives to the training of men and women for service to Christ 
through our school, serving as President:

Dr. Louis Entzminger (President - 1939-1941) – Dr. J. Frank Norris 
is credited, and rightly so, as being the founder of what has become 
ABU.  However, the actual institution was the brain-child of Dr. Louis 
Entzminger.  Beginning in 1931, First Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, TX, 
where these two men served, would hold what was called The Pre-
Millennial Bible Conference / Southwestern Pre-Millennial Bible School 
twice a year.  These meetings provided concentrated pastoral training, 
encouragement, challenge, and teaching in the truths of God’s Word.  
Dr. Entzminger’s passion and skill in training and teaching made him the 
natural fit for getting the institution up and running.  The Fundamental 
Baptist Bible Institute was chartered on March 3, 1939, and the first 
classes began meeting in October of 1939.

Dr. J. Frank Norris (President – 1944-1947) – Much has been told and 
written about the life and ministry of Dr. Norris…much accurate and 
much exaggerated.  There is however, no doubt that the foundation 
of our school was laid by the conviction, passion, and diligence of 
both Dr. Norris and Dr. Entzminger.  Through the notoriety of Dr. 
Norris, individuals from across the country began to stream in to Ft. 
Worth to prepare their lives for service to Christ.  Classes were held at 
the First Baptist Church, and in 1945, the name was changed to Bible 
Baptist Seminary.  Even after 1947, when he no longer carried the title 
of president, there is no doubt about the dominating influence of Dr. 
Norris on the growth and expansion of BBS, until his death in 1952.

Dr. Earl K. Oldham (President – 1953-1980) – Credit for the existence 
of the ABU that we know today is without a doubt most largely due to 
the leadership and efforts of Dr. Oldham.  He became president when 
the school was literally “without a home” and its future existence in 
doubt.  He traveled the country, raising money to buy property; he led 
in buying the property that is now our campus; he led in building the 
buildings, all of the buildings we now use; he led in the school becoming 
a four-year undergraduate institution and changing the name to 
Arlington Baptist College; he began the process of the school gaining 
accreditation through what was then called American Association 
of Bible Colleges (AABC), now called, Association for Biblical Higher 
Education (ABHE), our current accrediting agency.  Amazingly, he did all 

of this while concurrently serving as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Grand Prairie, TX.  His twenty-seven years as president was and is the 
longest tenure of presidency in our history.  The highest enrollment in 
the history of our school was reached during Dr. Oldham’s tenure (733 
students – Spring 1976) –  When he resigned as president, he became 
the Chancellor of Arlington Baptist College in 1980.

Dr. Wayne Martin (President – 1980-1992) – The successor of Dr. 
Oldham was named by unanimous decision of the board of directors…
the Vice President, Academic Dean, Dr. Wayne Martin.  Dr. Martin had 
already proven his ability to lead and his undying love for Arlington 
Baptist College by his more than twenty years of service to the college.  
As president, he led the college to full accreditation status (process 
began in 1975); he navigated the college through the perilous storm of 
the split in the fellowship in 1984; he was instrumental in the launching 
of ABC’s Christian Education program which has been for many 
years the degree program with the largest enrollment.  Dr. Martin’s 
emphasis on academic excellence permeated the campus and raised 
the bar for ABC in relation to the rigor of its courses and programs and 
consequently the credibility of its diplomas.  By his character and by 
his admirable leadership skills, he became the hero of many of us in 
ministry today and gave us a model of what it means to be effective 
leaders with grace and godliness.

Dr. Wendell Hiers (Interim President 1992-1993) – After the 
resignation of Dr. Martin, the board of directors needed time to 
deliberately seek the will of God concerning the next leader of the 
college.  Dr. Hiers, then serving as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Grand Prairie, TX, was asked to serve as interim president.  Dr. Hiers 
brought over twenty years’ experience as a missionary in Brazil as well 
as unquestionable integrity and trust of the WBF constituency to the 
office, allowing the board ample time to settle on the decision of who 
to name as president.  

Dr. David Bryant (President 1993-2009) – Though the board sought 
out and considered many possible candidates, the wisest choice for 
president was “right under their noses,” a board member himself, David 
Bryant.  Bro. Bryant had served as pastor of the Bible Baptist Church, 
Wichita Falls, TX, for many years, served on the board of directors, 
and had a proven love and loyalty to ABC and the ministries of WBF.  
Dr. Bryant provided to the campus a strong emphasis on scriptural 
authority, doctrine, and Christian service.  He led ABC through the 2001 
reaffirmation of accreditation process and the launching of our Biblical 
Counselling Program. He also led the college in attaining certification 
by the Texas Education Agency for our Teacher Education Program 
(allowing our graduates the opportunity to be certified as public 
school teachers), and he launched the Top O’ Hill Tours ministry.  He 
traveled extensively with the ABC Ensemble, preaching and promoting 
ABC across the nation.  He navigated the college through some very 
financially difficult years and yet was resilient, persistent, and consistent.  
His tenure as president spanned a period of sixteen years…the second 
longest tenure for president in the history of our school.

THANK YOU, MEN FOR YOUR LOVE AND LEADERSHIP OF ABU!

Thousands of others – Thousands of others have worked alongside 
these men as well as the current administration of ABU.  I think all these 
men would agree that what has been accomplished at ABU for eighty 
years would never have been realized were it not for the thousands of 
“Unsung Heroes” that have partnered with our presidents to see ABU 
survive and thrive.  Our history is still being written and will be until the 
day Jesus appears in the clouds.

Eighty Years and
Those Who Led
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Reminders for the
New Year
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Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

Every time we begin a new year or 
enter a new season of life, we realize 
the importance of evaluating our 
priorities and circumstances, and 
making the necessary adjustments 
to our life, schedule and investments.  
I imagine that most of you have gone 
through this process already this 
year as individuals, servants of God 

and church leaders.  The same process is also necessary to do 
regularly as a fellowship of churches.
Whenever individuals, organizations or churches partner together 
in a larger and broader effort, it is vital that they continually be 
reminded about their primary mission, and about what it is that 
unites them in their cause.  Otherwise, each one’s individuality 
and self-interests will continually pull them apart and sabotage 
their mission.
 As we move further into 2019, looking forward to our 
two national meetings, and to the projects and efforts that are 
being carried out nationally and globally, let me again remind us 
all of what our mission is, and of what unites us around it.  These 
are more than just clichés, more than words to put on paper, 
or statements to arouse an “amen” from the reader.  These are 
realities that must remain front and center for all of us who are a 
part of World Baptist Fellowship.

1. The World Baptist Fellowship exists for churches 
to partner together more effectively in the 
mission of Jesus.  It’s about the Great Commission.  
It’s about global missions.  It’s about making 
disciples of all people groups of the world.  It’s 
about making disciples who make disciples, and 
planting churches that plant churches.  This is a 
cause that is infinitely greater than any one of our 
individual lives, institutions or churches.  It is a 
work that we have been called to do together, if we 
are to follow the New Testament example.

2. The World Baptist Fellowship is united by its 
commitment to historic Baptist doctrine and 
distinctives.  Please do not interpret the word 
doctrine as personal convictions or preferences.  
Those will never unite us meaningfully and will 
only be used by our enemy to divide us and to 
derail our mission.  Our doctrine and distinctives 
transcend generations, cultures and centuries.  
They are timeless and global.  Certain meaningful 

issues have become litmus test issues within the 
past century in America, but these issues do not 
define who we are as fundamental Baptists.  It 
is vital that we remember what unites us as we 
partner together in the mission of Jesus.

3. The World Baptist Fellowship is only as strong 
as its relationships.  If we are not intentional 
about prioritizing seeing one another, talking to 
one another, and spending time with one another, 
our relationships will naturally drift apart, and 
our Fellowship will be little more than a formality.  
Gathering at our national meetings is not just 
about the preaching and fundraising efforts.  It is 
about strengthening relationships between God’s 
servants (between friends!) that are critical to the 
work God has given us to do.  We need each other!

4. The World Baptist Fellowship is only as healthy 
as its churches.  The WBF Mission Agency, Arlington 
Baptist University, and the national fellowship itself 
will naturally reflect how healthy our churches 
are across America.  Sadly, many of our churches 
are plateaued and declining, so our affiliate 
ministries are also suffering the consequences.  
They simply cannot do what local churches have 
been commanded to do.  Their role is to support 
the ministry of the local church, not replace it.  If 
our churches are not effectively reaching the lost, 
making disciples, and equipping and engaging 
people for ministry, our national meetings will 
eventually reflect it, and our affiliate ministries will 
be directly impacted by it.

 The challenges the World Baptist Fellowship faces in 
the months and years ahead are significant.  However, if we 
remain laser-focused on our God-given mission, firmly anchored 
in our biblical faith, and deeply committed to one another, the 
promises of God are ours to claim.  He has promised us His power 
and blessing, and I believe can do “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20).  Let us recommit to our 
partnerships, our relationships, and our mission in 2019!
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 Recently, our church had its annual election of officers, and 
I was reminded of times when my husband held the same elections 
for the churches he organized. Of course, we didn’t need deacons 
until the churches grew to need them, but it brought to my mind 
the wonderful, fun times we had with our church officers and other 
families.  Since the deacons and their wives worked so closely with 
us, we spent a lot of time together hunting, fishing, taking the young 
people on outings, having church fellowships, etc.  

 One day, at our first church in Carlsbad, New Mexico, the 
deacon’s wives and I were cleaning the church auditorium when Bro. 
Bill came through on his way to his office.  He told us to be on the 
watch for the minister of a local Church of Christ who had asked for 
an appointment to discuss some things Bro. Bill had talked about on 
his television program the day before. When he arrived, Well, I kid you 
not!  Talk about curious!  We ladies were wishing we had a machine 
to record that conversation.  WHAT?  Okay, so while we would not be 
IN THE ROOM with them, you can be sure that the piano just outside 
Bro. Bill’s office was the most highly polished piano in the country by 
the time they completed that meeting!  If they had opened the door, 
the four of us would have fallen flat on our faces!  By the time they 
finished, we had scattered across the auditorium, in the choir, etc. 
with the sweetest, most angelic looks on our faces. One of the ladies 
that was scraping gum off the back of the pews in the choir got us 
so tickled just imagining what would have happened if we had been 
caught.  WHAT?  You mean your choir members don’t put their gum 
on the back of the pews in front of them while they sing and forget 
to take it off?  You haven’t lived!  What precious memories I have!

 While we were in Carlsbad, Bro. Bill had a burden to start a 
new work in Artesia, New Mexico, about thirty five miles or so from 
us.  After bringing it before the church, they decided to rent a vacant 
store in town and bought the pulpit and chairs needed to get started.  
The deacons would go to Artesia on Saturdays and do block work, 
inviting the residents to attend the services to be held on Sunday 
mornings , and then take turns going back on Sunday mornings to 
teach a lesson. One of the men would go and lead the singing for 
them, and the deacon would preach the sermon.   As life happens, 
they weren’t always available to take their turn.  One of the deacons 
said he would love to lead the services every week.  He felt God was 
calling him to the ministry.  It wasn’t long until W. L. Garner realized 
he needed to increase his knowledge of the Word, and resigned to 
attend the Arlington Baptist College.  While there he became the 
pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church, and remained there for a few 
years after graduation.  When I spoke with Bro. Elliott recently, he 
shared with me that the church was still in Artesia.  What a blessing! 

 Every member of the church is important, but what a 
blessing for men who serve as deacons to give of their time, their 
talents, and their love to become a servant of the Lord in the church.  
Thank the Lord, we didn’t have a Diotrephes among them.  Churches 
don’t need men or their wives that feel so powerful about their 
position in the church that they lord it over everyone and try to make 
them know how very special they are, and how grateful the church 
ought to be to have them.  We were blessed to have men to serve 
that really loved the Lord, and wanted to see His work grow in their 
community.  We had men and their wives who looked beyond the 
outward appearance of the membership, beyond their financial or 
social standing to the very heart of a person, considering their real 
needs.  

 God knew how important deacons would be to the health 
of the church, as well as a great help to the pastor as they promoted 
the growth of the church, visited the sick at home and in the hospital, 
being aware of the needs of the families and then advising the pastor 
of those needs as they learned about them. 

 I found it interesting that Paul included spiritual 
qualifications for the deacon’s wives.  We rarely had a problem in 
our churches with gossip or backbiting, and our deacon’s wives were 
quick to put a stop to it if they were confronted with it.  Our deacon’s 
wives were some of my best friends.  We had a great time together 
laughing, planning church functions, supporting families in difficult 
times , especially when the unions would call for the mine workers 
to strike for better benefits.  When we came to Carlsbad in 1952, the 
community was just recovering from a strike, the results of which had 
lasted seven years. 

 When the membership as a whole loves being a part of the 
growth of the church, they grow very close, and do what they can to 
help one another through hard times.  Every pastor needs qualified 
men to stand beside him to have a desire to help him any way they 
can to relieve some of the pressures that arise, whether it’s financial, 
church growth concerns, or needs coming from all directions that he 
can’t deal with them all at one time. As much as the members love 
their pastor, it always lifts their spirits when a deacon and his wife 
show up on their doorstep to visit with them and pray with them 
about certain issues, or just to drop by to tell them how much they 
appreciate all they are doing to promote the work of the Lord in the 
church. 

 I love all the officers of our church, especially our deacons 
who give of themselves so tirelessly whether it’s working on projects 
at the church, cleaning, doing yard work, doing security work in the 
parking lots during services, you name it, they are willing to serve. 
I pray that God has given you great men and their wives with a 
servant’s heart to serve in your churches.  As you are reading this 
article, is God the Holy Spirit impressing you about ways you can 
serve the Lord in your church?   At the last count, our Inreach Pastor, 
Bro. Eddied Malphrus, shared with the church that we have eighty-
five different ministries – ways that anyone can get involved serving 
the Lord.   So, don’t try to tell yourself that you don’t know of any way 
that God can use you in your church.  I dare you to just mention your 
doubt to your pastor.  I guarantee you that he wants every church 
member to be actively engaged in serving, bringing joy in the lives 
of others, and sharing their spiritual gifts where there is a need.  Can 
you talk on the telephone?  Can you send greeting cards?  Can you 
take food to a needy family in the church?  Can you be a monitor 
in children’s church?  A Secretary in a classroom?  A greeter at the 
front door before services?  Help pass out bulletins?   Guide visitors to 
classrooms?  Sing in the choir? Teach a class?  Help out at the Welcome 
center to direct people and answer their questions?  My goodness, I 
could go on and on.  Not only will you receive unexpected blessings 
by becoming a part of what’s happening around your church, you will 
be a blessing to those you serve.  By the way, you never get too old to 
serve!  If you find you aren’t serving, could it be that you have been 
telling God the Holy Spirit that you just don’t want to be bothered? 
What is it they say?  TRY IT, YOU’LL LIKE IT!  Since you don’t want to 
serve, at least go to those who are serving and receiving so many 
blessings, and tell them THANK YOU FOR SERVING!  Especially your 
deacons and their wives and other officers.  Just let God use you!

 God bless you!  Talk with you next time!

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS

W
orld Baptist Fellow

ship
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The Lord Jesus had many conflicts with the Pharisees and 
Sadducees during His earthly ministry.  They tried many times 
to entrap Him with His words but were never able to find any 
reason to accuse Him of error or sin.  In Matthew chapter 21, 
the Lord Jesus was teaching about doing the will of God.  As an 
illustration He used the story of a man and his two sons.  The 
father spoke to his two sons and gave each of them the same 
command, “Son, go work today in my vineyard.”  

The first son’s response was abrupt.  He replied, “I will not!”  But 
afterward he repented and went and worked for the father.  
Knowing my Dad, I have a pretty good idea of what made him 
repent.  If I had ever spoken to my Daddy in that manner, I would 
have soon repented!  Perhaps his father “convinced” him to go or 
maybe he thought about how good his father had always been 
to him and this caused his repentance.  At any rate he went and 
worked in his father’s vineyard.

The second son received the same command, “Son, go work 
today in my vineyard.”  His response was positive, “I go, sir.”  
However, he never went and worked for his father.  His words 
sounded good, but they were meaningless.  

Jesus asked the Pharisees, “Whether of them twain did the will 
of his father.” They answered him, “The first.”  The one who went 
and worked did his father’s will.  The Lord’s response to them 
was that the publicans and sinners would go into the kingdom 
of God before they did.  They had witnessed the Lord’s miracles 
and heard His words and believed on Him,  but the scribes and 
Pharisees, who should have recognized Him immediately  did 
not believe and did not repent of their sins.

We can easily make a modern day application of the father’s 
command to his two sons: “Son, go work today in my vineyard.”  
We can also easily tell who is obeying the father’s command.  
Let us examine the command and apply it to ourselves and the 
work of God for today’s world.

SON:  THE BASIS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE.  God uses His sons and 
daughters to do His work in the world.  There are some who 
try to do God’s work without being His children.  They are very 
religious and very zealous in their efforts but they can never 
please God.  Saul of Tarsus was such a one.  He thought he was 
serving God by persecuting the church and putting Christians 
in prison.  He even stood by and gave assent to the stoning of 
Stephen (Acts chapter 7).  He could not have been more wrong.  
True service for God must be preceded by sonship.

GO: THE AUTHORITY FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE.  Our authority for 
serving Christ comes from His great commission; “Go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  We go because 
He commands us to go.  Unbelievers may question us as to who 
gives us the right to take the Gospel to the world.  Our response 

is, “God gives us the right to go.”  Some might even forbid us to 
go, but we must obey God rather than men.

WORK: THE NATURE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE.  The Lord’s service 
is work, not play.  We must be serious about fulfilling the Great 
Commission.  It is Holy work because it is God’s work.  There is 
much work to be done; the harvest is great but the laborers are 
few.  There are now over 7 billion people alive on our planet.  
More than half have never heard the Gospel in any form.  There 
is a great need for workers in the harvest fields.  The sad thing, 
however, is that there are fewer missionaries serving on the 
foreign field today than 30 years ago.  We must pray for a revival 
in missions and we must redouble our efforts to win souls at 
home.

TODAY: THE TIME OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE.  We dare not wait 
until tomorrow to begin to work for God.  We are not promised 
tomorrow.  We are only sure about today.  We warn lost people 
not to put off trusting Christ until tomorrow, because no one is 
sure they will be alive tomorrow.  The same holds true for serving 
Christ.  We cannot say to ourselves, I will begin to serve the Lord 
tomorrow; or next week; or next month.  We do not know how 
much time we have left to labor for the Lord.  We must take 
advantage of the time we are sure of:  today, and serve Him 
today.  Doors of opportunity are closing in many parts of the 
world.  We must take advantage of the opportunities we have 
now.

VINEYARD: THE PLACE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE.  There is a place 
of service for all of God’s children.  The Lord Jesus has given us 
the local church as a place of service.  There is plenty of work 
to be accomplished for His glory.  We must all find a place of 
service where we can do the father’s will.  In every local church 
there are opportunities for service.  I have never visited a church 
where there is no need for workers.  Sunday School teachers, 
musicians, singers, visitation workers, nursery workers, prayer 
warriors, givers; all are needed to carry on the work of God.
Our Heavenly Father has given us a command:  “Son, go work 
today in my vineyard.”  Will we 
be obedient or disobedient 
sons?

DOING THE WILL OF THE FATHER

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative



5
The Fundamentalist /  Winter 2018

I grew up being a fan of the Dallas Cowboys football team.  
On both sides of our family, it was almost tradition to cheer 
on what some referred to as “America’s Team.”  As a teenager 
in the 90s, I still enjoyed watching them win competitive 
games and Super Bowls.  Most would admit that since then, 
there have been some disappointing seasons.  But I still 
enjoy watching those old VHS recordings of those “classic” 
games, because I know they win in the end.  

Growing up in Christian circles, I remember hearing stories 
of past revivals experienced in independent, fundamental, 
Baptist churches.  Along with those stories came the 
sentiment of disappointment concerning the present-day 
apathy in the local church.  As I grow older, I must admit that 
I too find myself reminiscing of days gone by, and I also feel 
disappointed when comparing the overall advancement 
(or lack thereof ) of the local New Testament church then 
and now.  It is at this point that I recognize a pattern:  every 
generation seems to be somewhat disappointed in the 
generation coming behind them.  And we wonder, “Can we 
ever win like we did in the past?”

I’ve come to realize that this is often an unfair assessment 
of the present generation (as a whole) and an unqualified 
question when I consider the promises in God’s Holy Word.  
Believers are “more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37), and 
the “gates of hell” shall not prevail against the local New 
Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:18).  
The question is not, “Can we still win?”, but rather, “What 
evidence is there to show we are part of a winning team?” 

In the January 2019 issue of THE LEGAL ALERT, a publication 
of the Christian Law Association, the following was stated 
in an article entitled Navigating The Christian Life:  “A 
conviction is not contingent on victory.  In the Christian 
faith we do not fight for victory.  We fight in victory.  We have 
already won.  The only thing we are doing now is standing in 
that victory.”   This certainly encourages servants of God who 
stand for truth today.  In a day when it seems at times that 
we are losing; pastors, missionaries, and lay servants in the 
church can have confidence as we stand and continue in the 
convictions that have always prevailed.  

I’m glad to see, in this generation, RIGHT NOW, there are 
still believers who contend for the faith once delivered unto 
the saints, and they are prevailing.  There are still preachers 
proclaiming the inspired, preserved Word of God without 
compromise, and they are still seeing results.  Local churches 
in America, TODAY, RIGHT NOW, who proudly identify 

themselves as historical Baptists in both name and practice 
are still seeing souls saved, saints discipled, and missionaries 
sent from those Baptist churches.  I’m not at all suggesting 
that we base overall victory on present results.  As one 
commentator conveyed, God demands faithfulness, and 
then He takes care of the fruitfulness.  But I do believe we 
gain encouragement from seeing faithfulness prevail, and 
we can recognize that a lack of fruit is most often due to a 
hardened heart.

Can we still win?  Well, unlike the Dallas Cowboys, “God’s 
team” never stopped winning.  In every generation, God has 
not ceased to prevail for His people.  But when it appears that 
we are no longer winning, we long to view those recorded 
victories of the past, as if victory remains “in the past.”  But 
we must remember:  Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”  The key to victory has 
and always will be Jesus; following where He leads, believing 
and teaching what He taught, and then being who He is (His 
body).  Jesus hasn’t changed.  Therefore, it is essential that we 
draw close to Him, learn of Him, and then depend upon Him.  
There is no other way to win in this generation or any other.  
I’ve reviewed the recordings in scripture, from beginning to 
end, and have found that WE (born-again children of God) 
DO INDEED WIN!

I’m glad to be part of a winning team!  We need not be 
ashamed of our Biblically based and historically proven 
convictions.  We can hold our heads up high, confident that 
this same Jesus, and His eternal truth, is exactly what this lost 
world needs.  I pray that if the Lord tarries His coming, future 
generations may review the record of my generation and 
be encouraged at the victories we experienced, and thus be 
challenged to continue in those things they have learned of 
us and have been assured of (II Timothy 3:14).

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

“We do win, right?”
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THINK SMALL
The Black Death is a term given to the plague that spread throughout 
Eurasia during the Middle Ages.  It was caused by the bacteria Yersinia 
Pestis, which caused the pneumonic, septicemic and bubonic plagues.  
The bacteria spread rapidly through rat fleas, and in the case of the 
pneumonic plague, human transference.  This outbreak caused the 
deaths of an estimated 200 million people and it took Eurasia nearly 
200 years to gain back the population it lost during this time!

All of this occurred because of bacteria too small to be seen by the 
human eye.  Bacterial and viral cells are really, really small. Yet, because 
they are designed to spread, they can have a world-wide impact.   Even 
during modern times these bacteria remain a threat in many places 
around the world. They are small, but they multiply and spread.

What if we looked at church planting in this way?  What if we thought 
small?

The State of the Small Church

Studies show that right now in America, the majority of churches have 
a weekly attendance of 100 or less (actually one study shows 60% 
of churches have an attendance of less than 100, and 80% less than 
200).1   Sometimes this is due to negative factors, such as: nationwide 
decline in church attendance, lack of outreach, lack of adapting to new 
demographics, or a social club mentality (us 4 and no more).  
However, the amount of small churches can also be because of positive 
reasons, such as: pushing growth efforts into starting more churches, 
or practical reasons like being located within small population areas, 
or areas where persecution is high.  We do not have to believe the lie 
that bigger means better:
   
“Let’s stop acting like we’re embarrassed by all the small churches in 
the world….No church can be a great church if they don’t know they 
can be a great church.  Too many small churches and their pastors 
are laboring under a false impression – a lie, really – that their church 
can’t be great until it becomes bigger.  We need to put that lie to rest, 
starting in the heart and ministry of every pastor of every small church.”  
-Karl Vaters 2

Bigger does not necessarily mean better.3  In fact, small churches can 
have huge impacts for the gospel.  We have to stop pretending that the 
only way we can have a major impact is if we become bigger, because 
bigger does not necessarily mean more successful!  A great church is 
not defined by large numbers, but by being one that fulfills the Great 
Commandment (Love God, Love others. Matthew 22:37-40) and the 
Great Commission (Go and preach the gospel to every creature. Mark 
16:15).  

The Best Evangelism

“...research and studies show that church plants are the most effective 
means of evangelism and church growth.”…..“More evangelism 
happens through church planting than megachurches,” 
-David Anderson  4

Research project after research project has shown that new churches, 
meaning church plants, are the most effective tool for evangelism that 
we have.  On average, church plants experience more salvations, more 
baptisms, and more growth by percentage than established churches.

It is almost like God is trying to tell us something!  God is simply 
blessing those that are radically following the great commission by 
going and preaching the gospel. So why then are we not all actively 
participating in planting other churches in our area beyond just the 
giving of funds?  
Probably, because we do not think small enough. 

It’s Every Man’s Game

Many of us feel that because our church is small, we cannot start a new 
church in our area.  We look at church planting as a big church game, 

a church that has an abundance of money, people, and resources to 
devote to starting a new church.  

However, if this is true, than over 60% of America’s churches will not 
be starting other churches out of their church.  This is simply not an 
option if we are going to keep up with the population growth in this 
country and continue to have an impact on the great harvest that is 
before us.

Jesus thought small.  When He set out to gather his disciples, men that 
he would teach and release to carry out the mission of building his 
kingdom, he could have chosen a hundred or even a thousand, but 
instead he only chose twelve.  Jesus understood that it was not about 
numbers, it was about obedience.  Jesus is the one with the authority. 
He is the one with the power to build his church, we are sent simply to 
obey his command, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” Mark 16:15.

Even on the day of Pentecost God used 120 people to reach thousands 
for Him!  God even used the breaking up of the Church in Jerusalem 
during persecution to spread small groups of Christians all over the 
world to fulfill the great commission.  No matter how small we are, we 
have no excuse, because our God is NOT small!

Time to Think Small. 

Small churches can have big impacts for the gospel.  What is even 
more amazing is that culturally, the heart of our nation is starting to 
shift toward a small church mentality.  Small churches are now being 
sought out by millennials, young families and others who want more 
of a family atmosphere in church. 

“In an age when human interaction is being supplanted by modern 
technology, many younger families are looking for a church that offers 
community, closeness and intergenerational relationships,” -Shawn 
McMullen 4

Small churches can more easily provide that which many large 
churches find hard to accomplish, a feeling of intimacy.  In this way 
small churches have a lot to offer.

Small Church Big Purpose.

There is however something that many millennials and young people 
desire that small churches have a hard time accommodating.  This 
desire is the need to be part of something with a BIG impact. Many 
people want to change the world and they want to be part of a church 
where they can see that happening in more tangible ways than just 
through missions giving.5

Small churches can have a big purpose and accomplish this goal, if 
they choose to start multiple churches out of their church.  A vision 
that extends beyond just the immediate location of the current church 
building and looks to establish and start more churches in their city, 
county, and state is one that many believers can get behind.  This is 
a vision big enough to spur on action, and see big impact. A small 
church can have the big purpose of fulfilling the great commission, 
not just through giving, but starting churches themselves. 

The tension that exist in people who want the intimacy of a small 
church and the grand impact of a larger organization can be fulfilled in 
the church planting efforts of a small church.  It just takes a willingness 
to do it.

Obedience Not Resources

Church planting can be an expensive ordeal.  There are many places 
in America that require larger amounts of funding to get started (i.e. 
large cities (NYC), extreme unchurched areas (New England/Pacific 
Northwest), or places with high gospel opposition (Utah)).  However, 
most of our churches are located in areas that would not require a 
large amount of funds. 
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This is especially true if we are looking to start small churches.  Many 
times we think in church planting that we have to start a church that 
quickly rises to hundreds of members.  What if instead we thought of 
church planting as starting more churches with less people instead of 
fewer churches with more people?  Being small...on purpose!

The act of starting another church out of your church then becomes 
highly feasible.  It all starts with the mentality of making disciples 
(which is free) instead of building large buildings.  Maybe since many 
people are drawn to small community driven churches, and God 
clearly uses small churches for His glory, then we ought to consider 
intentionally planting small churches.

Growth Through Multiplication

One thing that is striking about bacterial outbreaks is that the size of 
the bacteria never changes.  The outbreak happens not by the bacteria 
growing to be a 40 foot cell that wipes out cities like Godzilla, but it 
happens by the bacteria multiplying.

Our churches do not have to become mega churches in order to have 
an impact. They just have to multiply!  This act of multiplication can 
spread faster, farther, and have a Godzilla sized impact while remaining 
small.

Now, the question is not “is it possible?”  (because it is) but “will we 
be willing to adapt our mindset and practices in order to plant more 
churches?”  For instance… 
» What if we sent just two families from our current congregation to a 
new location with the intent of starting a new church?  
» What would happen if we hired church planters on our staffs with 
the idea that they would break off to start a new church in a needy 
neighborhood or city nearby?
» What if we didn’t set our faith in money or buildings but in our Savior 
who said He WILL build His church?  

So what about it….Is your vision big enough to Think Small?

1. Karl Vaters, Small Church Essentials, (Chicago, Moody Publishers, 
2018) p.18 (this is a great resource for ALL churches)

2. Karl Vaters, Small Church Essentials, (Chicago, Moody Publishers, 
2018) p.20,24

3. I am not saying that smaller is always better….both healthy small 
churches and healthy big churches are part of God’s plan for impacting 
this world.  I am simply saying small churches CAN be great!

4.  https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/139575-7-
startling-facts-an-up-close-look-at-church-attendance-in-america.
html/4

5.  Let me be clear….I am NOT downplaying the world wide impact 
and the thousands of souls saved through missions giving.  I am simply 
stating the point that our church planting endeavors should not begin 
and end with missions giving.  While mission giving leads to a great 
impact across the world, planting a church in the next town over 
presents a visible and ‘in your face’ impact that many can get behind.  
It does not have to be an “either/ or”…it can and should be “both/and.”   
Also, to that point, starting new churches leads to MORE missions 
giving.  In this way planting a new church can be one of the best ways 
to increase missions giving across the board.

NANCY ROBERTS 

HOME WITH THE LORD

On January 7, 2019, Nancy Carroll Roberts of Polk City, Florida 
entered heaven to see many in whom she had a role in their coming 
to know Jesus as their Savior.  Her spiritual journey began early.  
While living in New Jersey at the age of 6, she had many health 
issues. The family doctor said they would need to move to Arizona 
or Florida, or Nancy would not live through the winter. Nancy’s 
mother, Dorothy Fithian, prayed that if God would spare her child, 
she would serve Him without reserve.  Mrs. Fithian kept her promise 
through her 97 years and the harvest of her life continues.

Nancy proved to be a missionary right in her own neighborhood as 
she grew up in Ojus, Florida just north of Miami.  She was a charter 
member at First Baptist Church of West Hollywood.   At 17 years 
old she married William H. Roberts, Jr. and they moved to Texas 
to attend Bible Baptist Seminary.  Nancy completed high school 
in Arlington while William began seminary.  Her impoverished 
upbringing had prepared her for the sacrifices that were needed to 
attend school, and they managed as best they could.  Shortly after 
turning 19, the first of four sons was born while still living in Texas.  

After graduation, they moved back to Florida to briefly serve on 
staff at First Baptist Church of West Hollywood which helped to 
prepare them to plant an Independent Baptist Church in Pompano.   
She was only 20 years old when God used her and her husband to 
found Pompano Baptist Temple (now Grace Baptist Church).  She 
taught Sunday school, worked in the kitchen and the nursery, as well 
as many other tasks, as needed.  She also loved the God-honoring 
music as she sang and many times played her silver trumpet.  In 
1965, at the age of 23, they founded Highlands Christian Academy 
as a ministry of the church.  Thousands of students have graduated 
with a solid Christian education, and many have gone into ministry 
as a result.

Missions and supporting missionaries was her top passion. 
Her energy and enthusiasm for the Missions’ Conference was 
contagious. God used her and others to produce a great celebration 
for the missionaries while creating an environment of joyful 
giving.  In later years God had the Roberts family serve thousands 
of Christian schools in fundraising services.  Nancy and William 
continued to support their passion for missions with the resources 
God provided, as well as through their business.

Today, there are many missionaries as a result of her service and 
second generation missionaries as well.  Nancy was used by God 
to impact many pastors, music leaders, Christian school teachers, 
Christian community leaders, Christian business leaders and so 
many more, all because of the faithfulness of a mother’s prayer and 
Nancy’s willing heart to serve.

Nancy is survived by her loving husband of nearly 59 years, 
William; her sister, Karen Truesdale, four sons, Bill Hutch Roberts 
(Amy), Jerry Roberts (Karen), Vernon Roberts, Ben Roberts (Paige); 
16 grandchildren, Brent, David, Noah, Tim (Kristin), Jonathan, Ricky 
(Adelia), Katie, Hayley, Joshua, Mary, Bradlee, Whitney, Truett, 
Emmett, Wyatt and Sam; and four great grandchildren, Bailey, 
Brooklyn, Easton and Camron; as well as precious nieces and 
nephews.

Article by
Jake Woodfin
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No Other Doctrine:
Teaching students truth, regardless of cultural twists

We’re living in a world where the cultural norm is 
constantly twisting. Things that were unheard of & 
shameful a generation before, are now being viewed 
as normal & acceptable behavior. Things like: Abortion, 
homosexuality, gender identity, drug & alcohol use, 
sex before marriage, divorce, etc. are all topics that 
have been in the news within recent months & years.

So, how should the church respond? What should we 
tell our students who are often passionate about their 
feelings on these topics?

In the book of 1 Timothy, Paul is writing to encourage 
this young pastor and in verses 3-4 he commands him, 
“…that thou mightest charge some that they teach 
no other doctrine, 4Neither give heed to fables and 
endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather 
than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.”

When it comes down to it, the world may change, 
but the Word does not change!

It is our responsibility as student pastors to teach our 
students the truth (doctrine) of God’s Word, even if it 
goes against the cultural acceptance. Do not shy away 
from these “hot topics”. Understand that our students 
are being influenced by what they read on social 
media, what they might hear on the news channels 
their parents are watching (we know teens are not 
actually watching the news!) & by the opinions of 
their teachers in school. If we do not teach them the 
truth, then they will give heed to the lies that Satan is 
pushing and it will draw them away from godly living.

Notice what Paul said the purpose of this command 
is in verse 5, “Now the end of the commandment is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned:” The purpose of teaching our 
students the truth about these “hot topics” is not 
because we hate the people of the world, but because 
we love the people of the world. We teach students 
the truth so that they can go into the world with 
love & live life with a pure conscience & real faith. 
We teach students the truth so that when they see 
or hear someone talking about things outside the 
bounds of scripture, they will know how to respond 
appropriately.

If we do not teach them truth, we put them at risk 
to what Paul said in verses 6-7, “From which some 
having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; 
7Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding 
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.” 
Research shows that nearly 70% of students drop out 
of church after they graduate from high school and 
enter college. This tells me that we are already fighting 
a tough battle & our window of time to teach them the 
truth is narrowing. Let’s not waste this precious time 
with our students, giving them pep talks & shallow 
lessons filled with more jokes than Scripture… teach 
them “no other doctrine”!

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

The STUDENT SEC TION
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“Where Are Our Children”?

In this “technological” world we live in today 
we are all challenged with the GOOD the BAD 
and the UGLY that come with what technology 
has to offer. When I was young, pornographic 
magazines were pretty difficult to find, internet 
was unheard of, and cell phones and pc’s were 
things only seen in science-fiction movies. 
However, our children are not so fortunate      . 
Many of them are born with a cell phone, iPad or 
some form of electronic device in their hands and 
from the start are bombarded with the “world of 
internet” and everything that comes with it! What 
are our children watching…hearing…being 
exposed to? What are we doing about it? Joshua 
Teis, Pastor of Southern Hills Baptist Church in Las 
Vegas, NV had this to say, 

“It is almost trite to say that a child has more 
access to pornography on his tablet than an 
adult man had in his entire town 30 years ago. 
This is true for children. This is true for adults. On 
several occasions I have been accosted by blatant 
pornography, even in the relative safety of social 
media apps like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
This is why my 15-year-old son, Jonathan, still 
has a flip-phone. So, am I choosing to shelter my 
child? Yes! Am I being overprotective? I don’t think 
I am. Between the ages of 12-18 I am spending a 
strategic amount of time with this son I’ve been 
given – specifically to prepare him for the battle 
he will face as an adult. Just as I wouldn’t send a 
15-year-old boy into a physical battlefield without 
proper training, so I would not think it wise to send 
a boy into a sexual battlefield without specific 
training. This type of training takes time. And when 
he is a bit older – after I’ve had time to train him 
– after I’ve had time to prep him – after he’s had 
time to develop a deeper relationship with God – 
he will then face the temptation along with the 
rest of mankind. The battle we all face every day.” 

The only hope for our children is what they learn 
from us parents at home and in church. How 
will our children face these challenges ahead of 
them? If we don’t instruct…prepare them…the 
world will! The time we invest with our children 
in the Word of God is paramount and is what will 
enable them to choose a life of honor and glory 
while serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
King Solomon wrote in Proverbs 22:6 – “Train up 
a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.”; and in Proverbs 22:3 “A 
prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: 
but the simple pass on, and are punished.”  Today 
we see too many of our children shipwrecked on 
the rocks and sandbars of life’s oceans. We cannot 
stand idly by on the sidelines of our children’s 
lives and hope for the best…we MUST ACT 
before it’s too late for us and consequently, for 
our children! Join me as we “Train up our children 
and grandchildren in the way of the Lord” and 
may God bless each one of us as we strive to 
leave a legacy of Godliness for our children!

John Horton
Executive Mission Director
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Discipleship 
and Indigenous 

Missions

Rick Washburn Jr.
Pastor

Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

THE MISSIONS CORNER
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 I am currently teaching a Bible institute course on 
Missions and Church Planting, and one of the principles 
that underlie our methods and strategies as fundamental 
Baptists is the principle of indigenous missions, or  indigenous 
church planting.  The Biblical model for world missions and 
church planting involves planting churches that are self-
governing, self-supporting and self-reproducing.  Most of 
us agree on that goal, though the strategies and methods 
might vary in how to arrive there.  Sadly, very few churches 
in the United States are truly self-reproducing (self-
propagating), because they are not multiplying as a local 
church.  But that is a subject for another article...

 In reviewing this principle, and going back to the 
New Testament examples, I was struck by the connection 
between indigenous missions and discipleship.  The core of 
the Great Commission (as recorded in Matthew) is a mandate 
to “make disciples” (matheteo).  If we are intentional about 
making disciples “as we go” to all people groups, if we are 
intentional about baptizing believers and teaching them 
what it looks like to obey all that Jesus commanded and 
modeled, the result will be the organizing and planting of 
indigenous churches.

 There will be believers who have been discipled 
to serve others, to share their faith, and to exercise their 
spiritual gifts in the local church context, which will include 
some serving as pastors and teachers.  These churches will 
be self-governing.  There will also be believers who have 
been discipled to worship God through their tithes and 
offerings, and to give sacrificially to the cause of world 
missions, to send laborers into the harvest fields around 

the world.  These churches will be self-supporting.  There 
will also be believers who have matured to understand that 
the church does not exist to simply meet their needs, or to 
accommodate their preferences.  They will understand that 
they are part of a mission that is greater than themselves, 
and their purpose as maturing disciples culminates when 
they are discipling others and becoming spiritual parents 
and grandparents (2 Timothy 2:2).  These churches will 
be self-reproducing.  They will be like the local church in 
Thessalonica which “sounded forth” the Gospel to their 
entire region, to the point that the Apostle Paul had no 
unreached area to go to in the Macedonian region.  That is 
indigenous missions on display!

 If we truly believe in indigenous missions and 
churches, we must also be committed to biblical, relational 
discipleship.  We must be committed to making disciples 
the way Jesus made disciples.  We must understand that 
Jesus commanded what He first modeled (for three years!).  
If we will do so in our existing local churches and in every 
church that we plant, God will raise up Gospel-driven, faith-
filled churches that will transform our communities, our 
region, our nation and our world.

PRAY
FOR OUR

MISSIONARIES
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News From The
Regions Beyond

“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35
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THE WORLD NEEDS ARLINGTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
and for that to happen…

ARLINGTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY NEEDS YOU
I am a volunteer for Arlington Baptist University. I ask you to hear me 
prayerfully. Since most of you won’t know me, I am dependent on the 
Holy Spirit to allow you to read between the lines and to hear my 
passion.  I know that I have been called by God to stand for Arlington 
Baptist University.  Here’s why, plain and simple:

I believe with all my heart that God wants to use Arlington Baptist 
University to change the world and live out our motto: “Preparing 
Worldchangers.”  Further, my passion is for the world to know Christ, 
and I believe this same fervor is the heart of Arlington Baptist 
University, its President, and its staff.    

Many of you share that passion. Many of us are appalled at the pace of 
the moral decline of our nation. We truly are outraged within as we 
look without and see the issues at hand. Most Americans, when helping 
their children decide on a university, only consider the prestigious name 
of the university and the advantage they feel it will give them if they 
attend that particular university.  They don’t understand the privilege 
their children could have through a God-led life, used for God’s glory.  

Submitting an article in a publication such as this likely means I am 
writing to you who do know the difference. But I write this with the 
view of rousing Christians, God’s workers, to a sense of the high 
privilege we have in standing for Arlington Baptist University.  The 
university has been called to further our impact for His Kingdom.  We 
not only strive to impact those who will preach, but our calling is also to 
impact those who will stand for Christ in corporate board rooms, 
committee meetings, classrooms, or garages…possibly even in our 
nation’s Capital, where Godly principles are so desperately needed.  

I believe we are in a battle for the lives of our young people and young 
adults.  I believe we are in a battle for our nation…our world.  I believe 
He has called us to rise up and do something! I believe it is HIS WILL that 
the few remaining CHRIST-CENTERED, WORD-BASED universities be 
recognized and supported.   And, I believe that God wants to use the 
prayers of His people and the resources that He alone has provided to 
those praying people to reach a lost and dying world. 

In closing, God called me to stand for Arlington Baptist University.  God 
later literally awakened my husband in the middle of the night to make 
a commitment to stand as well.   For us, that meant support in three 
areas:  prayer, finances, and hands-on involvement.  Could it be that He 
is also calling you?  Does He want to use your resources (which are His 
anyway) to meet the needs of Arlington Baptist University, a university 
that desperately wants to change the world for Christ?

Here is my heart and the heart of Arlington Baptist University.  No 
pressure.  No manipulation.  Here is what we are looking for:  

KINGDOM PEOPLE, WITH KINGDOM MONEY, ALLOWING GOD TO USE 
THEM FOR KINGDOM PURPOSES.

This is Arlington Baptist University’s 80th anniversary. That is a big deal. 
We are grateful to celebrate that achievement.  But, more important 
than celebrating, we ask you to look around, grieve, see the moral 
decline…then prayerfully ask God how He will use you to help prepare 
Worldchangers.  These are not merely churchy words. The world 
desperately needs Arlington Baptist University. For that to happen, 
Arlington Baptist University desperately needs you. Please prayerfully 
consider what it might look like for God to use your contributions to 
Impact80, and thereby fill this desperate need.

God stands ready to bless obedience.  If God has called you to support 
Arlington Baptist University, we need your support in these three areas:
• Your fervent, sincere prayers
• The sharing of your financial resources 
• Sending us students who would be privileged to be used for 

Kingdom work
Follow the link below to see how you can participate in Impact 80.

https://www.abu.edu/impact80

What a privilege to be a part of His Kingdom work.
Pat McGee
Volunteer Director of Donor Guidance

WBF Tri-State Meeting

The WBF Tri-State Winter meeting was held at the Pine Level Baptist Church in Starke, FL on February 21st and 
22nd.   Pastor Mark Ogle and his friendly congregation were very gracious hosts for our gathering by providing 
an outstanding schedule of speakers, special music and delicious food.
 
The fellowship with other like-minded believers was sweet and our Lord and Savior was uplifted.  Speakers in-
cluded Joel Shackelford, Jacob Woodfin, Terry Collins, Jimmy Duncan, John Cunningham, and Henry Lewis. We 
also heard interesting and encouraging testimonies from long time WBF Tri-State supporters, Ben Langley and 
Roman Alvarez.
 
The gospel singing group, The Foresters, from Burton Michigan, provided the special music for our Thursday 
evening service and they were a blessing to all. Check out the Foresters at their website: http://www.foresters-
gospelmusic.com/   We highly recommend them to you!
 
Pastor Byrom Martin, the President of the WBF Tri-State fellowship, invites everyone to attend our Summer 
meeting scheduled for August 22, and 23rd, 2019 at Alvaton Baptist Church in Alvaton, GA. Contact Bro. Martin 
at 1-770-855-2170 for more information.”
 
K.C. Crum, Secretary
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Living by Faith?
by Julie Bacon

In Genesis 12, God tells Abram 
to “Get thee out” and go to a 
“land that I will shew thee:”.  
Just get going and God would 
show him where and how to 
go?   Yes, Abram did just that; he 
obeyed.  He took his family with 
him, and Hebrews 11 says “he 
went out, not knowing whither 
he went”.   He just left and 
followed.  So many missionary 
and ministry stories I have heard 
started out this way.  The man, 
woman, or family heard God’s 
call and obeyed by faith!  What 
they were doing did not make sense to others and could not 
be explained, except by faith.  Then sometimes somewhere 
along the way, faith got lost and fears started to rule. 

This happened with Abraham when he was in Egypt.  He 
was afraid of what Pharaoh and his men would do to him 
because Sarai was beautiful.  He wanted her to tell them a 
half-lie (which is a whole lie).  His faith wavered.  Then their 
faith was tested when 10 years after the promise, there was 
still no baby.  They tried to make their own plan, to provide for 
themselves.  Both situations put faith on the back burner and 
self-preservation on the front.   We do the same today.

In ministry and in every day life, we start out ready to 
follow God’s orders.  We willingly obey even when we don’t 
understand.  We go, we do, we follow.  Then circumstances 
don’t seem to make sense.  We get hurt.  We don’t understand 
God’s ways and think of ways that would be better, even 
easier.  We try to “light our own fire” and do things how it best 
makes sense to us.   Faith becomes unreasonable.  Surely, we 
could trust God for salvation and even the calling, but for the 
actual day to day choices - constant trust is too much it seems.  
We start doubting and analyzing.  We start rationalizing and 
listening to others.  Hard decisions are difficult to make by 
faith.  We start to think “What if God doesn’t do what I want 
Him to do?”  We think we can make our own decisions and 
know (?) what the outcome will be.  

How do we go back to living by faith?  It helps to realize first of 
all, that faith pleases God (Hebrews 11:6).  He is pleased when 
I trust and depend solely on Him.  To want to please God is a 
good motivation and a good indicator of my heart condition.  
Do I even have a desire to please God?  Faith is the way to do 
just that.  Secondly, living by faith means that I don’t have to 
figure it all out.  It’s not my job to “make things work out” or to 
make something happen or keep something from happening.  
It’s His job to make all things work together for good (Rom 
8:28-29), and He is very good at doing that.  Thirdly, living by 
faith means I don’t miss out on the blessings He has for me.  
Hebrews 11:6 says, “He is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him.”  His blessings come through faith.  Ask the faith 
promise giver how they were able to give so much.  Ask the 
missionary how they were able to sell everything and go.  Ask 
the pastor why he counselled that family one more time.  Ask 
the addicted how they let go of that consuming addiction.  
They’ll all say it was not them, but Jesus.  They believed Jesus 
could, and He did.  

Those of us who started out living by faith and are now living 
more by doubt, fear, or reason, let us reconsider.  He is worthy 
of our faith and trust.  He is capable, and though He leads 
us through valleys deep sometimes, He can lead us out and 
onward as well. 

By Julie Bacon
Administrative Coordinator
WBF Mission Agency

How is your Spiritual 
Digestion?
by Katrina Sellers

Key Scriptures for Study:
James 1:21-25; Matthew 7:24-27

My youngest daughter has a 
unique ability to chew food for 
hours. I remember the first time 
I realized how long she could hold food in her mouth without 
swallowing. She was about two years old. I bent down to look 
into her face to ask a question when I realized she was chewing 
on something. After asking her what it was and thinking over 
what it could be, I asked her to spit it out. It turned out to be a 
piece of meat left over from lunch which had concluded over 
an hour before. To this day, there are times (which I monitor 
more closely now) that I find her chewing her food long after 
she should have swallowed. I have no scientific data to back 
me up, but I think it has to do with textures of certain foods, 
meat in particular, that makes her not want to swallow it.   

It was in light of the familiar Bible verse from James 1:22 (KJV), 
“But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves” that I began to think about this question.  
What good is food to your body if you never actually swallow 
it? You see, only listening or reading the Word of God is much 
different than doing it. Like my youngest, you can hear the 
Word, but until you swallow it and make it part of you, it does 
nothing of benefit for you. It might give your jaw a workout, 
but nothing comes of it. After researching the word doer, I 
found the Greek definition implies being a performer or poet. 
One who is a product, or fabric—a piece of workmanship. A 
doer is one that does something, not simply one who listens. 
It does something so much that it becomes a product of the 
thing it is trying to imitate. 

How do we protect ourselves from falling into the trap of being 
a hearer instead of a follower? In the previous verse, James 
answers this question by begging us to “Receive with meekness 
the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.” The Word 
must be swallowed in order to sprout up and produce in us 
something of value. James goes on to say in verse 25 that we 
must look intently and continuously into the Word and then 
practice what we learn. We must study the Word so closely that 
we become a product of it. That is why it is very important that 
we keep the Word of God ever in front of us as we go through 
life. I want to not only hear the Word, but to know the Word. I 
want to know the Word so much that it becomes part of me so 
I can become a product of it. A poet of it. A performer of it. A 
doer of it. 

Prayer:
Thank you, Lord for the wonderful words you give us to live by. 
Words that give us life and healing. Help us to not only chew 
on your Word but to digest it deep within that we may truly be 
changed by it.
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“Twelve Liars in the Bible and the Lives They Ruined” is a 
compilation of lies recorded throughout the Bible.  Steve 
Saunders gives unique insight to some familiar stories, 
highlighting the devastating harm that was caused by lying.  
The reader may discover some things in common with those 
who yielded to the temptation to lie, and thus recognize 
how relevant this subject is in a day where lying seems to 
be much too common, even among those in “high” places.   

Steve Saunders is a graduate of what is now Arlington Baptist 
University.  He has retired from pastoring after planting 
churches and pastoring for more than forty years.  Steve’s 
present ministry includes writing, recording and publishing 
gospel music.  A copy of Steve’s book may be obtained by 
going to www.amazon.com and searching “Steve Saunders 
Twelve Liars in the Bible.”


