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      Dear Pastors and Friends, 

 God gave me the opportunity to return to Colombia this past 
year 16 years after moving to Chile. What an exciting yet 
humbling experience it was to see the churches that God put 
together so many years ago still growing, staying true to His 
Word and not straying from the purpose of ministry God gave 
us in the beginning;  Making Disciples of Jesus Christ. 

My head kept spinning each day I spent in Bogotá as memo-
ries, (good and some bad, remembering the violence), raced 
through my mind. I remembered the great experiences and 
incredibly wonderful people with whom God blessed us in 
that ministry. What a blessing it was to be with the church as 
they celebrated their 33rd anniversary. Words cannot describe 
the joy of hugging the neck of so many faithful christians who 
were with us in the early years of the church. Many were 
small children and youth back then who are ministry leaders 
and pastors today. Rudy Garrido was one of those young men that God is still using 
mightily today. He is a strong leader and has pastored this church for over 20 years. 

As I look back to the beginning of the church in Bogotá, it is so clear to me that God 
and not man was her mastermind and designer. It was He who formed it into what it 
has become. They hold two services on Sunday mornings with 6-700 in attendance. 

The church began as a Bible study in the home of a medical doctor and director of the 
government hospital in Bogotá. Dr. Quiroga and his family had been saved in Florida 
when visiting a church with family while on vacation. The pastor of that church arran-
ged a meeting with Dr. Quiroga and missionary Paul Clark who was in the US prepa-
ring to return to Colombia. When the Clarks arrived, I met them at the airport to help 
with their luggage. That’s where I met Dr. and Mrs. Quiroga for the first time as they 
also came to meet them. 

Through that one key family’s influence and testimony, 
other doctors, attorneys, business owners as well as very 
poor domestic workers and their families were saved and 
began coming together to form a strong church. God has 
raised up a tremendous group of pastors and leaders 
prepared in our Bible Institute to plant churches in many 
of the major cities of Colombia. 

Thank each of you who partnered with us through prayer and finances to help make this happen and a special 
thank you to those of you who have continued to send support even into our retirement. God Bless You. 

Sincerely,   Larry and Barbara 
 Larry           lbkoehn@msn.com  
 Barbara     barbarakoehn46@gmail.com  
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