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God’s Love-Gift, Jesus
Dr. D.L. Moody

President
Arlington Baptist College

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him. Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (I John 4:9-10)
I cannot even begin to tell you how much I love my
grandchildren! I now have four and a new one on the
way… “How Sweet It Is!”
My oldest is Paisley, who is three, going on twentyfive. I just got this text from my daughter-in-love, her
mother: “For Christmas, Paisley wants a pair of water
skis and Pops to teach her. That is what she has told
us for the past three days when you ask her what
she wants.” I need some help here! Does anyone
out there have any suggestions as to how I go about
teaching a three-year-old how to water ski, in Texas,
IN DECEMBER? I am facing a true test of how far I can
go in giving the Christmas gift that someone I love
supremely has asked for.

I marvel at such an amazing love, because I know that
I can have my moments when I am not easy to love.
The truth is, there is nothing inherently loveable about
us from birth. “But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
(Romans 5:8). It is almost beyond comprehension
that God could love us so much that He would allow
His Son to endure all that He endured, so that we
might be reconciled to our loving Heavenly Father.
From Bethlehem’s manger to Calvary’s cross, we are
seeing the manifestation of how much God loves us.
There can be no doubts, arguments, or denial of this
fact…He Proved His Love To Us!
Because of His love for us and the manifestation of
that love through Jesus, we are now able to also love
Him in return and should be expressing that love
each and every day. Forgiveness is ours because He
loves us; relationship with Him is possible because
He loves us; judgment is avoided because He love us;
and life eternal is a reality because He loves us…this
is a PROVEN FACT!
By the way, if you have a recommendation for a good
wetsuit for wintertime water skiing, let me know.

The aged and beloved, Apostle John, has penned for
us, two of the most beautiful and all-encompassing
verses of the whole Bible when he wrote, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the words of the passage
above. These verses are rarely used in relation to the
Christmas story, but when you ponder the words
carefully, you find that what John has written is
indeed the Christmas story in capsule form…God
loved us and sent His Son! God could have merely
told us that He loved us, and because He is absolute
truth, we could know that He does. However, He
did more than just say, “I love you,” He “manifested”
(ephanerotha – “made known or revealed”) His love
by sending His Son into this sin-cursed and deathdestined world that we might have our sin debt paid
and have life…eternal life.
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We Need
Your Help!
For all those who were able
to attend the recent WBF
Fall Meeting in Canton,
Michigan, our hearts were
filled, encouraged and deeply
Rick Washburn Jr.
challenged
as servants of God
President
in the urgent cause of global
World Baptist Fellowship
missions. Pastor Rick Henry,
the great congregation of First
Baptist Canton, and every speaker and musician were
powerfully and graciously used of God. Thank you to
all who served in so many ways!

project in the coming year, please contact any of our
WBF Officers or Executive Board members. If you are a
pastor and would be willing to participate, even bring
a volunteer team from your church, to help encourage
and serve a sister church, please let us know that we
can count on you. We need your help!

World Baptist Fellowship

Imagine the difference that can be made in
communities around the country. Imagine the joy
that comes from selflessly serving a fellow brother in
Christ. Imagine the unity that comes to God’s people
when they open their hands and hearts to one another.
May God grant us His favor as we move ahead in our
As we head into 2019, I see more than ever the need mission as followers of Jesus.
for churches, pastors and church leaders within the
World Baptist Fellowship to join hearts and hands to
carry out the mission God has given us. The truth is, so
many churches and pastors are isolated, discouraged
and struggling to do on their own what God intends
for us to do together. It is time that we take consistent,
practical steps to be there for each other, and to
support the work that God is doing in each of our
communities and regions.
The churches that make up World Baptist Fellowship do
not exist to serve the national Fellowship. The national
Fellowship exists to serve, equip and encourage local
churches and pastors. The work that God has given
to us was not given to a Fellowship or denomination.
It was given by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself to the
local church, but not for churches to serve in isolation
from one another. The New Testament example is one
of partnership, cooperation and mutual support. We
need each other!
The WBF Executive Board is looking for churches
around the country who may be struggling in their
community, whose pastor may be discouraged, so
that we can mobilize as WBF pastors and church
volunteers to help canvas a community, organize an
outreach, fix up a church building, or simply lift up the
weary arms of God’s servants. Can you help us? If you
or your church would like to be considered for such a

The Fundamentalist / Winter 2018

2

Heartbeat Of The WBF
By
Marjorie Moffitt
( Please share this article with any person you hear saying “I
just can’t do what I used to do in church. I’m just getting too old
and battle worn”).
After Bro. Bill and I married, we moved to Fort Worth. One
day he said he wanted to take me to meet some of his friends at the
Bible Baptist Seminary which was housed in the First Baptist Church
in downtown Fort Worth. One of the first students I met was Edith
Martin (Crittenden.) I would later meet her husband to be, George.
Edith’s home town was Danville, Virginia. Her brother, whom
we all lovingly know as Dr. Wayne Martin, was a pastor in Rocky
Mountain, Virginia. Pastor Bob Barber, Sr. pushed her to enroll in
the Bible Baptist Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. She and two of
her friends: Jerry Young from Rocky Mountain, and J.D. Harvey
from Danville boarded a train to begin the exciting new adventure
of their lives. After getting settled at the school they had to find
jobs to help support themselves. One of the jobs Edith had was
working in a restaurant that kept her out late. Her girlfriends would
help her get home each night so she would feel safe. One night
they couldn’t come, so they sent a friend of theirs by the name of
George Crittenden to take her home. It became a regular thing for
him to pick her up each evening. They became friends, but it took
him a while to get around to asking her to marry him. Dr. Norris
asked her to come to work for him at the Victory Center of the First
Baptist Church where servicemen came to relax, have fun playing
games, as well as enjoying the singing, prayer times and spiritual
encouragement received there.

Ben moved to Sacramento, California where he has been
the State Administrator for their Medicare program. He is looking
forward to retiring before too long. I hope he will return to Texas so
we can love on him as well.
In 1987 Bro. George retired, and for the first ten years he and
Edith traveled, and had fun. They soon became bored with all that
fun and began a new ministry. Now, every month they visit twenty
four nursing homes going from room to room, praying with them
and giving them Bibles, copies of John and Romans and little gifts
for their hygiene needs and their country stores. JoAnn Meyer got
involved, too, by making them 22 knitted throws, 36 bibs, and 53
pillowcases to help brighten their rooms. When people found out
their need, they brought, and still bring them wonderful clothes
to share with the residents of these homes. Edith supervises a
League of Mercy through the Salvation Army, and she and George
help them out whenever needed. They have a Bible Study once a
month at their Overture Apartments. There have been several of
the residents born again in many of the homes because of their
ministry.
I asked them their secret of never seeming to change. They
still look young and full of vim and vigor. They tell me that one
must go with a joyful spirit and attitude. There’s enough dreariness
in the world today, so they are doing their best to spread joy. They
say, “We have to keep our minds working, and our bodies moving
in order to be happy”. They have found that happiness is gained by
serving others. They daily are out visiting and witnessing for the
Lord and winning people to Christ.
If you would like to start a ministry like theirs, call Bro.
George and Edith Crittenden at 817-732-2101 (home) or their (cell )
817-307-2150. You can correspond with them at their address: 6755
Ridgmar Blvd, Fort Worth, Texas 76116. They would be honored
to help you get started. One thing for sure, no one can give the
excuse that “They are too old to serve. They’ve done their time”.
The Crittenden’s are in their nineties, and still going strong for the
Lord, and will serve as long as God lets them laugh, preach, and give
of themselves. HOW ABOUT YOU! In what way are you serving ? It’s
never too late to start!

In 1952 the Crittenden’s came to Fort Worth to pastor the
Temple Baptist Church and served there for thirty five years.
They had a wonderful ministry. In the first ten years they had
1200 people to join the church, had fourteen building programs
including relocating their church to Randol Mill in Fort Worth, and
established the Temple Christian Schools. Every spare minute they
had was given to visiting people who recently moved to the area.
Their church just grew and grew and grew. God really blessed their
efforts. I’ve never known a couple like them. They are the most
giving couple I know. They have never stopped loving and giving
to those in need.

PRAY FOR OUR
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
3

World Baptist Fellowship

Bro. George followed in his father’s footsteps. His Dad was pastor
of the Maddox Ave. Baptist Church in Fort Worth for many years.
Bro. Bill and I used to love to drive over there to hear him preach.
Following graduation, Dr. Godsoe asked Bro. George to come work
with him in Amarillo, Tx. After a while, a Mr. George Damock asked
Bro. Crittenden if he and Edith would come work with him to start
a new church in Wichita Falls, TX. They felt that was where God
was leading them. They learned a lot of do’s and don’ts, and had
some great experiences. The Property was purchased for the new
church in the Faith Village addition, and they rented a community
center to hold services in until they could afford to build. One
Saturday night the community center burned to the ground, so
they moved out to their property and rented tents in which to have
church services. Several years later a tornado went through Wichita
Falls and destroyed their church. They built another building, God
blessed, and the church is still going strong today. If you happen
to be there on a weekend, attend the Faith Baptist Church and not
only receive a blessing, but BE a blessing by being there.

In the midst of all that, God gave them two fantastic sons:
George Earl and Ben. You couldn’t meet them without falling in
love with them. When the boys graduated from high school, “Little
George” as we called him, traveled to Paris, France to study and
became a world renown hair stylist. He returned to the USA and
taught other hair stylists across the country before settling down
at Daired’s Salon in Arlington. He had a bit of a setback when they
discovered he had prostate cancer, but after surgery he is doing
fine, and this November he will be opening his own salon in Fort
Worth, The Crittenden Studio, located on St. Louis Street close to
Broadway Baptist Church.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING
TO AN ANGEL
It was a starry night in the Judean hills outside of Bethlehem.
The shepherds had led their flocks into the sheepfold and
were sitting and no doubt talking about the events of the
day, family at home, or maybe even the Roman occupation
of their land. Then a great light appeared and the angel of
the Lord was revealed to them. The Bible says they were
“sore afraid”. It had been over 400 years since God had
communicated with man and all of a sudden God’s messenger
appeared before them.
The first words the angel spoke were “Fear Not”, which
probably did not calm their hearts very much. The angel
continued to speak: “For behold I bring you glad tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.” What a privilege this angel had; to announce the
good news of the birth of the Saviour. He and the heavenly
host could join in praising God and giving Him glory, but the
Gospel was a mystery to them. They could not understand
the story of redemption; only sinners saved by Grace can
know what it means to be redeemed.
The Gospel is good news because it banishes fear. People
fear many things but most of all they fear death. In the
Gospel death has been defeated and eternal life is God’s gift
to all who repent of their sins and trust Jesus as their Saviour.
The Gospel is good news because it brings great joy. When
fear reigns there can be no joy. When Christ comes into the
heart, fear is banished and the joy of the Lord takes its place.
Peter called it ”...joy unspeakable and full of glory.” (I Peter 1:
8)
The Gospel is good news because it is for all people. It is not
an “American” gospel or a “western” Gospel but a universal
Gospel. That is why it is imperative that all people hear the
Gospel. Even though many do not understand or realize,
Christ is the need of every human heart. The Gospel message
is the plan of God for the salvation of all men, everywhere.
The Gospel is good news because it emphasizes the value of
the individual soul. The Gospel is for everyone but also “unto
you.” The Lord Jesus preached one of His greatest sermons
to one man, Nicodemus. He went out of His way to go to
Samaria to meet and save one woman at the well outside
Sychar. He went to the Pool of Siloam to heal one man. He
told three wonderful parables about a lost sheep, a lost
coin, and a lost son which taught the value of the individual.
In Acts chapter 8 we find the record of the salvation of an
individual, the Ethiopian eunuch. In Acts chapter 9 we read
of the salvation of another individual, Saul of Tarsus. God
loves everyone but also God loves YOU!
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The Gospel is good news because it saves. The angel told
the shepherds a “Saviour” had been born. He could have said
that Jesus was born to be a teacher, reformer, and example, a
friend, a King….all this was true but most of all He was born
to be a Saviour. Even His name, Jesus, speaks of the fact that
He is the Saviour. He saves from the power of sin. He saves
from the power of Satan. Acts 26:18 states, “To open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me”. He saves from the power of the Law.
Romans 8:2 tells us that “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.”
The Gospel is good news because it glorifies God. The angel
chorus sang, “Glory to God in the highest…” Nothing glorifies
God more than the Gospel of His grace. It magnifies His love
and compassion for sinful man. It declares the great gift of
the Saviour. It proclaims the remedy for sin and gives the
promise of eternal life. Every time the Gospel is preached
it brings glory to God. Preaching ethics is not enough.
Preaching politics will not save. Preaching “another gospel”
is a tragedy. Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ brings
great glory to God and results in souls saved who also glorify
God and will glorify Him forever in Heaven.
The Gospel is good news because it brings real and lasting
peace. The angels declared, “Peace on earth, good will toward
men.” It is the Gospel of peace because Jesus is our peace
(Ephesians 2:14-15) “For he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us. Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances, for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.” In
Christ we have peace with God and the peace of God. Peace
on earth will finally come when the Prince of Peace comes in
His glory.
Truly the angel brought “glad
tidings of great joy!”

Tommy Raley

Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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Nothing
Luke 1:37

our hearing in order to establish our faith: “So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
(Romans 10:17). And sometimes, we just need to hear the
“nothing” of Luke 1:37 again.

Nothing
Luke 1:37

Sometimes, it can be refreshing to hear nothing. We
hear a lot of noise today, and it is not all positive or
encouraging. However, during the Christmas season, we
get to hear some wonderful, positive sounds. Besides the
Christmas music and the laughter of family and friends,
we get to hear again and again that wonderful, original
“Christmas story.” That “Christmas story” is just a part
of the glorious redemption story recorded for us from
Genesis to Revelation. But this part of the story is climactic
in that the promise of the coming Messiah finally comes
to fruition, reminding us that God does what no one else
can do in a way that no one else could do it. Amidst all
the other voices I am hearing these days, I love hearing
the voice of the angel speaking to Mary in this story, as he
tells her how that the Holy Ghost will come upon her and
she will miraculously give birth to the holy Son of God.
And he says, “For with God nothing shall be impossible.”
(Luke 1:37). I like hearing “nothing” in this context: what
God has promised and what God has chosen Mary to do –
“…with God, NOTHING shall be impossible.”
God has chosen the local church to evangelize, disciple,
and reproduce (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Acts
1:8). And Jesus promised to be with His local church…
always! And in the context of what God has promised and
what God has chosen us to do – “…with God, NOTHING
shall be impossible.” We often hear today that the great
commission is more of a challenge than ever before.
Some may even question whether we can fulfill this
endeavor without compromise. But it refreshes me to
hear the unchanging truth of the unchanging God with
whom NOTHING shall be impossible. Though culture
and circumstances change, the power and wisdom of
God remain sufficient and relevant for this generation
to see souls saved, lives changed, and churches being
reproduced for the glory of God. We just need to adjust

Most of us can testify of an individual we have been
witnessing to for so long, who has not yet received Christ:
“…With men this is impossible; but with God all things are
possible.” (Matthew 19:26). Many of us have heard that
local churches (according to the New Testament design)
may not survive or thrive in today’s culture when holding
to conservative, biblical values: “…upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” (Matthew 16:18). The fact is, in the context
of what God has promised and what God has chosen His
people to do: “…with God, NOTHING shall be impossible.”
The disciples certainly experienced moments when they
felt that NOTHING could be done, and yet Jesus came in
and did what they could not do. And He reminded them
in one of those instances, “…This kind can come forth
by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” (Mark 9:29). This
is what we need to hear today. We cannot do it on our
own – in our own power – in our own way. We need HIM!
Prayer and fasting are how we express to God that we are
helpless without Him, dependent upon Him, and have
complete confidence in Him – “For with God, NOTHING
shall be impossible.” Sometimes, amidst all the questions
and concerns, I just need to hear NOTHING (in the context
of what God has promised and chosen us to do). Souls
can still be saved, lives can still be changed, missionaries
can still be sent, and churches can still be reproduced,
“For with God, NOTHING shall be impossible.”

Joey Bacon

Mission Director
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Dave Schembera Home with the Lord

in Ecuador. For the next 18 years, Bro. Dave served
faithfully at the WBF mission office in various areas
which included: helping missionaries prepare for
deputation, acquiring and shipping special items
missionaries needed on the field, assisting in the
maintenance of both mission houses and the mission
vehicles, and sometimes just taking time to visit with
and encourage the missionary. Many in the WBF
mission family will treasure the memory of coming in
the back door of the mission office, and hearing that
“steel,” booming voice greet them from Bro. Dave’s
office. Bro. Dave had also assumed the WBF Bible
Ministry after Bro. Mel Neil’s homegoing, and he took
great care in assuring that our missionaries had all
the Bibles they needed as they led others to Christ on
the mission field.

By Joey Bacon

Arlington Baptist College

In 1965, Dave Schembera accepted Jesus Christ as
his personal Lord and Savior. At the time, no one
could have anticipated how he would live this life or
when he would leave this life. On Thursday evening,
November 15, 2018, at the age of 74, God’s appointed
time came for Bro. Dave Schembera to leave this life.
Dave and his wife Betty were returning from a trip
in Branson with the Senior group of Pleasantview
Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas. They stopped in
Muskogee, Oklahoma, and after sitting down for
dinner, Bro. Dave was called home to heaven.
As word spread concerning his unexpected passing
away, people began to testify of how Bro. Dave had
lived the life God gave him. Dr. Wendell Hiers, who
worked with Bro. Dave at the WBF mission office,
described Bro. Dave as possessing qualities of “steel
and velvet.” He said, “It is not often one meets a
man who is hard as a rock and as soft as a drifting
fog.” Bro. Dave had a tall, strong stature as well as
a compassionate, friendly smile. He loved people.
And as a believer who had been saved after being
raised in the Catholic religion, Bro. Dave had great
boldness as well as compassion in sharing the
gospel. He surrendered to go to the mission field
of Ecuador where he and Betty served for 26 years.
They served alongside other great missionaries,
establishing indigenous churches and Bible
Institutes. After returning to the U.S. in 2000 to serve
as WBF Assistant Mission Director, Bro. Dave kept
contact with those pastors serving and being trained
in the Ecuador Bible Institute. To this day, Dave and
Betty Schembera are precious to the people there
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Bro. Dave’s absence will be felt by many. Life will
be especially different for Mrs. Betty and the entire
family in the days ahead. But we rejoice with them
in knowing that Bro. Dave is in heaven, enjoying a
sweet reunion with their first son Kevin who was
stillborn, their daughter Kristi, fellow missionaries,
friends, and family who have gone home to be with
the Lord. At a time like this, we are so grateful for the
decision Dave made in 1965 to accept Jesus Christ as
His personal Savior. And we are thankful he chose
to live the remainder of his life for the Lord, because
God used this special servant of the Lord to forever
impact our lives. We never know when our appointed
time to leave this life may come. As C.T. Studd wrote
in a poem: “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past. Only
what’s done for Christ will last.” As we pray for Mrs.
Betty and the family in the days ahead, may we also
pray for God to raise up more servants here, as He
continues calling more servants home to heaven.

Welcome John & Isabel Horton to WBFMA

Being a Missions “Christmas” Gift

John and Isabel Horton are no strangers to the WBF
mission family. They have served as WBF missionaries
to Brazil since 1993. John was raised in Brazil and was
saved there in 1976 at the age of six. Isabel was born in
Brazil and was saved in 1976 at the age of nine under the
ministry of John’s dad, Bill Horton.

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…”
Isn’t that how the song starts? Yes, but wait…what if
you live in a part of the country or even the world for
that matter that doesn’t look like Christmas or what we
think Christmas looks like? How would that affect your
Christmas? As a young M.K. growing up in “northern”
Brazil where it’s the same all year long…hot, green
and rainy, that song never did make sense to me or my
family for that matter, but that didn’t change the fact
that Christmas was always very special to us! Every year
we would sit around the tree on Christmas Day and
read the story of Christmas and every time dad would
hand a gift out to one of us, he would remind us of God’s
perfect gift to us…Jesus Christ the Savior! Years later
now with my family we also chose to make Christmas
what Christmas was all about…the birth of our savior,
Jesus Christ! Sure, we decorate, make cookies and all
the great things that comes along with “celebrating”
Christmas, but our passion always was and still is that
“Jesus is the reason for the season”!

John and Isa were married in Belem, Brazil in 1990. John
graduated from Arlington Baptist College in 1992. They
were sent out of Community Baptist Church, Pensacola,
Florida, as missionaries. They have three children: Fabio
and his wife Chan, Jessica, and Jeffrey. They also have 2
grandchildren.
On October 9th, 2018, John officially began serving
as WBFMA Executive Mission Director. As Executive
Director, John will assist in providing training for new
missionaries, missionary presentations (video and
prayer card design), and managing the two mission
houses and mission vehicles. He will also be available
for special mission emphasis days at churches and Bible
Colleges and will assist in the day-to-day operations at
the mission office.
With 25 years of experience as church planters on the
foreign field, John and Isa will be a great blessing to
local churches and their missionaries. As part of the
WBFMA team, they will have great insight as to the
many challenges missionaries face on the mission field.
Having spent all their life in Brazil, it was certainly a
difficult decision to leave the field. However, as they
followed God’s leading to this position, it is clear that the
experience God has given them can be used in a great
way to encourage and challenge more laborers for the
harvest field.
There is no salary for the lead staff at the Mission Office,
therefore Bro. John will need to maintain his support
just like a missionary on the field. If you do not already
support John and Isa Horton, please consider investing
in their ministry here. And please pray for John, Isa, and
Jeffrey as they transition back to the U.S. We are excited
about the many ways in which God is using them already,
and we are thankful to have them on board!

WBF Mission Agency

So what do “MISSIONS” and “CHRISTMAS” have in
common? It’s what “MISSIONS” is all about…the
greatest gift ever given to anyone, the gift of eternal
life through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ! All around the world there are peoples that do
not celebrate Christmas, much less, know what it’s
all about. The problem is so many Christians around
us forget that Christmas is not what the “commercial
business world” would have us believe. CHRISTMAS and
MISSIONS is “being” a gift to someone else in giving the
Gospel of Christ to them by what we say and the way we
live; so really living in the Christmas spirit all year long
is how MISSIONS begins! This year let’s be a “Christmas
present” for someone making it the best CHRISTMAS
they’ve ever had! We at WBFMA wish you and yours a
wonderful Christmas season, and remember…are we
“…beginning to look like Christmas?”

by John Horton
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Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UDE NT S E C TION

Routine or Rut
When it comes to my health & nutrition, I’m a pretty boring guy.
I eat the same breakfast every day (egg casserole) and for lunch
& dinner I eat the same thing nearly every week (grilled chicken,
a vegetable, & quinoa). I meal prep ahead of time and portion
everything out into containers so that I just have to heat them up
in the microwave before eating.
It’s boring, I know, but it’s my routine and it’s the routine that has
helped me to lose 180 lbs over the last few years. However, every
so often, my body gets in a rut and physically I begin to gain
weight although I’m doing all the same things. I have learned
over the years that if I mix up my meal plans for a bit and even
change some of my routine exercise plans, that my body will get
“shocked back into rhythm” and I’ll become healthier again.
I think if we are not careful, our lives/ministries can fall into the
same type of “rut”.
An online definition of Rut is: “a habit or pattern of behavior that
has become dull and unproductive but is hard to change.”
Oftentimes, we get into a pattern of behavior by doing the same
activities and events every year in the same way we’ve done them
every year. Sometimes, as pastors, we move from one ministry to
another and do the same things we did in the previous ministry
at the new ministry.
I do believe there is value in Routine… “a sequence of actions
regularly followed; a fixed program.”; However, I believe that in the
routine ministries, we should still seek to incorporate fresh ideas
and ways of doing things. Otherwise, we can become unhealthy
even though we are still doing all the same things.

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor
It might be routine to meet for church every Sunday & Wednesday
but are you in a rut when it comes to the service order & how you
preach your messages?
It might be routine to have vacation bible school every summer
but are you in a rut with the programs you choose & the format
in which you do it?
It might be routine to have a Christmas program or missions
conference each year but are you in a rut when it comes to
executing these events?
Have you ever noticed in the life of Jesus, that He rarely ever
healed a person in the same manner twice? Why do you think
that is?
I think it was for a couple reasons: 1. I think He did it so people
wouldn’t think the healing was from the procedure being
performed but the Person performing the procedure. 2. I think
Jesus mixed it up to keep the people in awe of His power & His
potential to work in their lives too.
As you go through your life & ministry in the New Year, try mixing
it up. Take a different route to work. Eat at a new restaurant. Scrap
that old ministry that’s not effective anymore. Try that new idea
you’ve had in the back of your mind but too afraid to give it a
shot.
Do whatever you need to do in order to shock your ministry back
into health… and in awe of the power & potential of Jesus to
work in your life & ministry!

The key to anything we do in life & ministry is to ask ourselves
why we are doing it.
Are we doing this ministry because that’s what we have always
done & this is how we have always done it, or are we doing it
because it is effective in building the Kingdom for the glory &
honor of Jesus Christ?
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“ONE MORE SOUL”

A Beautiful Meeting

by Dana McCutchen

After a routine medical procedure, I had imagined that by the
next day, I would be feeling rested. When the confusion started,
Mark and I both knew something wasn’t right. I decided to give
the anesthesia one more day to wear off. On Friday, I still didn’t
feel myself but thought it would pass. We drove to the mall and
watched a kids movie.

It is always a privilege to travel up north during the
Fall Season. The changing of the leaves develops into
a picture that portrays God’s handiwork. The weather
is generally pleasant (not too hot or too cold), and
the apple cider is fresh and delicious! It all makes for
a beautiful time away. But beyond the beauty of the
leaves, the cool weather, and the delicious cider, First
Baptist Church in Canton, Michigan, was a beautiful place
for the 2018 WBF Fall Meeting. The church facilities are
certainly beautiful, but it was the beautiful people of FBC
who made the meeting special for everyone who was in
attendance. Pastor Rick Henry and the FBC family went
above and beyond to make this a time of refreshment
and encouragement for God’s servants. THANK YOU
First Baptist Church for opening up your “home” to us;
for providing meals each day of the meeting, lodging for
missionary families, fresh apple cider and snacks after
services for fellowship, encouraging worship through
song, and sincere hospitality displayed through so many
“little” things. Your generosity and kindness certainly
did not go unnoticed.

After the movie, I was in desperate need of a bathroom. The
searing pain in my stomach was a sure sign that something was
terribly wrong.
On the way home, Mark suggested going back to the hospital.
I agreed. Of course, getting to the hospital was another ordeal.
Traffic is always worse on Fridays in São Paulo. The hospital was
finally in sight. Mark dropped me off at the main entrance and
then attempted to find a parking place on the road. Hospital
parking is a fortune!
We both showed our identification cards to enter the hospital.
My stomach was about to drop out. Mark got me a wheelchair
and wheeled me to the bathroom. I fervently prayed that I
wouldn’t pass out. The room was getting darker, and I knew I
was in trouble!
I began praying between the bouts of utter despair. I said,
“God, I know that You know what You’re doing.” “Thank you for
whatever it is.” “Please allow me to get to Mark!” “Please allow
the doctors the ability to help me!”

The fellowship among God’s servants was sweet, and
we were encouraged by the preaching of God’s word.
We appreciate each preacher who was sensitive to the
leading of the Holy Spirit so that we might hear what
we needed to hear from the Lord. The theme for the
meeting was “Molded for Missions” (Jeremiah 1:5). We
count it a privilege to be chosen of God to take the
gospel message to the world: “How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:15).

I was barely able to stand when I unlocked the door. I was
covered in sweat and audibly moaning. Mark was panicked!
Fortunately, the ER was around the corner. The triage nurse
took my vitals and took me back immediately. My blood
pressure was very low.
The ER doctor called my primary care doctor who ordered
some tests. Meanwhile, I was given IV’s for dehydration and
extremely low blood pressure. The test came back positive for
clostridium difficile or better known as C-Diff, a very contagious
and potentially dangerous intestinal infection.

We want to say THANK YOU also to so many churches
and individuals who contributed to our WBFMA general
fund offering and the gift cards for missionaries. As
of October 31st, we had received $34,037 toward the
offering. For the gift card shower, we had approximately
$15,000 in gift cards given for the missionaries! Praise
the Lord! We appreciate each one of you who give so
sacrificially to be a blessing to God’s servants.

I was temporarily moved to a quarantined area before being
moved to a room. As soon as I was diagnosed with C-Diff, the
ER became a whirlwind of activity. The nurses were trying to
make me as comfortable as possible.
By that night I was admitted to a room on the 10th floor. I was
just plain exhausted! As I reflected on the events of that day, I
thanked God for His Mercy and Grace in delivering me through
that harrowing experience.
Mark and I gave each other that knowing look. Yep, God was
at work. Someone needed to know Him. We thanked God for
allowing us to be His vessels. Mark had already started praying
for the person or persons who would be saved.

THANK YOU again to First Baptist Church in Canton for a
beautiful meeting. We pray God returns the blessings to
you in abundant ways. Next year’s WBF Fall Meeting will
be hosted by Pleasantview Baptist Church, Arlington,
Texas, Pastor Jimmy McNeil. The dates are October 1416, 2019. We hope to see you there! It will be a beautiful
time together!

Unbeknownst to us, my nurse, Erika, would be that special
person! As I was finishing up my shower, I could hear voices
in the other room talking about the Lord. God had everything
set. No interruptions, no phone calls. Nothing but the sound
of Mark’s voice leading Erika to Jesus. I was rejoicing as I heard
Erika ask Jesus into her heart!
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have seen so many things throughout their ministry years
(both good and bad) that they are naturally reluctant, hesitant
and even doubtful, when they read of a missionary making a
ministry change. Church members, friends and family will not
always understand or support the decision either. Sometimes
they may adamantly oppose it.

THE MISSIONS CORNER
Expect
Opposition

It is vital that as God’s servants we be sensitive to the voice
of the Holy Spirit, and courageous enough to follow His lead,
regardless of the cost. However, it is also important to seek
godly, objective counsel, and to submit to the authorities in
our life and ministry. God will bless and honor His servants
when they do so. When God opens up the next “great door
and effectual,” regardless of the “adversaries,” may we have the
faith and humility to walk through it.

Rick Washburn Jr.

Pastor
Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

When you are serving God, there will be times in which God
will clearly lead you to change your plans, your strategy, or
your timing. After all, it is His work, not ours. It is our role
to follow Him, not lead Him. And yet, when we do, we must
learn to expect opposition. Even if a decision is undoubtedly
of God, it does not mean it will go smoothly or unopposed.
Listen to the words of the Apostle Paul, pioneer missionary to
the Gentile world:
1 Corinthians 16:9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto
me, and there are many adversaries.

WBF Mission Agency

Unfortunately, we don’t know the details surrounding these
words. But the Apostle Paul chose to change his ministry
plans. He decided to remain in Ephesus for several more
months. Why the change? God had opened a door, a ministry
opportunity, that he simply could not ignore or pass up. He
knew that it was of God. Apparently, it was a tremendous
opportunity. It would allow greater effectiveness in the work
of the Gospel. It was so great, that Paul was willing to adjust
his ministry and agenda.
But the opportunity also brought “many adversaries.” There
was resistance and opposition. Perhaps from the pagan
citizens of Ephesus. Perhaps from other believers. Definitely
from our spiritual adversary. But Paul did not let the opposition
keep him from seizing the opportunity that came from God.
In fact, I’m sure that he knew to expect opposition.
This is true of ministry everywhere, but especially in the
world of missions. When a missionary has to adjust his
plans, circumstances, or even strategy, it is often met with
opposition, even within the ministry community. Maybe it is
a change in furlough plans. Maybe it is moving to a different
city. Maybe even a change in a sending church or mission
agency. These are difficult decisions, but God often leads His
servants to make them. But when they do, they need to learn
to expect opposition.
Any step that is taken for the furtherance of the Gospel will
face spiritual opposition from our enemy, and from people
living in darkness. However, the opposition at times comes
from other believers and servants of God. Supporting pastors
The Fundamentalist / Winter 2018
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PRAY
FOR OUR
MISSIONARIES

News From The
Regions Beyond
“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35

CENTRAL AMERICA
Gary and Monnie Bacon

Wendell and Cindy Johnson

God is so good! In spite of the unrest and violence
in this area, the work of the Lord continues to
flourish. All of the churches in the border cities are
doing well. Their attendance is increasing, souls
are being saved, they are supporting missionaries,
and the national pastors are exhibiting good
leadership.
Our Vacation Bible School in Valle Hermoso was a tremendous
success. We had record attendance each day, and 23 boys and girls
accepted Christ as Savior. The children enjoyed everything that we
provided for them. On the final day we distributed backpacks and
school supplies to the school aged children, and the preschoolers
received tote bags. We thank those of you who sent offerings so
that we could supply those things. The backpacks and school
supplies are a great blessing to the kids and their parents.
We pray that you will read this letter and be encouraged. You have
had a part in everything that we do in our ministry. Thank you for
your prayers! And thank you for your faithful financial support! We
appreciate all that you do for us. May God bless you greatly.

This summer we worked in three
Vacation Bible Schools in the city
of Saltillo and two villages, Agua
Nueva and La Joya. Souls were
saved and many children heard the
Gospel. Several adults also made
decisions for Christ.
In La Joya, we had the first VBS ever. This village has been resistant
to the Gospel for many years. The Lord opened the door for us
to have VBS with Pastor Sergio and Rosa, who have been faithful
witnesses to the people there for many years. Rosa called us about
a week afterwards to let us know that two adults accepted the
Lord Jesus. We were especially blessed that one of the children
brought their mother and she accepted the Lord. Also this
summer, two teenage girls accepted the Lord Jesus. Pray for Areli,
who accepted the Lord and is excited to be in church. Once again,
Cindy and I were blessed to be in the anniversary service of the
Church in Agua Nueva. We appreciate your prayers and faithful
support. We are able to serve the Lord in Mexico because of you.

Debbie Lane

Betty Hall

I was here to see my Honduran “family”, visit our
works, go through my husband’s belongings, and
attend the wedding of Hotir and Martha. Later in
the month, I would also join Faith Baptist from
Tacoma, WA, and be a part of their mission team
for the Pastors’ Conference that would be held in
Danli. There is no way that I can tell you everything
that happened in this one letter, so I will just be giving you the
“highlights” of my month long visit. , with the help of the local
Baptist pastors’ wives, began The Daughters of the King ministry.
Sexual purity and marriage is NOT the norm. Unfortunately, the
opposite IS. These once a month meetings with the teenage girls
were designed to teach sexual purity until marriage and God’s
plan for every woman. Thank you so very much for making it all
possible with your faithful prayers and giving!

Preparations were being made for our annual
Fires of Evangelism Conference which would be a
blessing to Pastors, missionaries, and lay persons
throughout Mexico and the world. Entire families
residing on the lost property had to be uprooted
and church ministries would require new facilities.
During this period of time we have had visitors in
our Sunday services resulting in souls saved and people being
baptized. By the grace of God the conference was held and
people came. We had an attendance of over one thousand, with
about two hundred pastors present, and around twenty-five to
thirty altar decisions. And, yes, we had a permanent, stable source
of electricity throughout the conference. Praise the Lord! And
we also have a new water well. The next phase of our building
program is for the construction of bathrooms and nurseries. The
new addition will surround the present auditorium. Your financial
support and prayers for me and my participation in the ministry
here is very much appreciated. What a Blessing!

For more missionary news visit www.wbfi.net
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keeps the fires of evangelism burning bright in our hearts and
souls.
In turn, once a church has been established there
becomes no option but to increase disciple making efforts in
other surrounding areas until more disciples are made, and more
churches established.

First the Horse... then the Cart.
By Jake Woodfin

Parents have the honor at peering into the state of the
human condition every single day. Children will show you all
that is good and wrong in society. It’s funny, but true. You really
get to see the battle of good and evil that rages inside of them
when you give them a command. Instantly, they have to choose
to obey or not to obey, and with what attitude they employ when
they obey.
When I was a kid I heard this phrase a lot, “Do it with a
SMILE on your face!” My parents were trying to convey the idea
that I was not only to obey, but I was also to obey with the correct
motivations.
When it comes to planting churches, we have to not
only plant churches, but do it with the right motivation. Let me
explain.
Although there are many commands in scripture there is
only one great mission that God gives to every individual through
the church. That command is to make disciples: going to every
people group, spreading the gospel, baptizing, and teaching
them to act on all the commands of Christ (Matt. 28:18-20). This
is the great mission we are all called to accomplish. However, we
must do this with the correct motivation.
Many times when we start out to plant churches
our motivation becomes first and foremost to plant a church.
However, because there is no command in scripture to plant
churches, we must ensure that this does not become our primary
motivation or we will often suffer the consequences of getting
the cart before the horse.
Our primary motivation should always be first and
foremost to make disciples. When we forget that THIS is the
mission that God has given us then it results in gathering people
into a room where no multiplying discipleship and true growth
takes place. We put the cart before the horse.
Conversely, if we start with the goal and motivation to
make disciples, the RESULT is healthy, growing, multiplying local
churches being started, and the process can continue.
Why is it that so few churches plant churches out of their
church?
There may be many reasons, but a big one I believe is due to
motivation. The motivation at the beginning will determine the
results at the end. If the motivation is to plant a church, then
when there is a gathering of people in a local location, you’re
good. Mission accomplished. No need to move on. This is a
dangerous place to be, because the mission of Christ has been
forgotten.
When the motivation is to make disciples and you
make enough disciples to gather as a local church, the job isn’t
complete; you still have to make more disciples. This leads to
a local church not being satisfied with the number of disciples
in their area, surrounding areas, or around the world. Disciple
making motivation leads to righteous dissatisfaction, which
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“While we do not find a command to plant churches, we
do find that churches are birthed from disciple-making movements
among unreached peoples.” J.D. Payne 1
“Churches are birthed through disciple making movements
among unreached peoples.” I wish I realized this sooner. So much
of my church planting experience has been more about planting
services than making disciples. And because those services were
attractive enough, people gathered, but the people were not
maturing like they should.
It was only halfway through our church plant in Ohio
that I began to practice what I was being taught about relational
disciple making from Todd Vossen (Pastor, Hale Baptist Church).
This new motivation changed everything for me. It was then
that I stopped just inviting my co-workers to church and began
to start disciple making processes with them. Inviting them to
explore the Bible with me, to answer their questions, to help
them grow. It was then I saw what true growth looked like. This
led these men I discipled to not merely attend a service, but to
become servants. Going to church was not the goal for them,
as it is for so many Americans, making disciples was the goal.
Motivation changes everything. Horse first…then the cart.
Shift perspectives, renew your motivation, make
disciples…then sit back and watch as God takes those disciples
and gathers them into local called out assemblies called
Churches.
We plant, we water; “but God gave the increase.”2
Not us, but God “added to the church daily such as should be
saved.”3
Make disciples and let Jesus do his part. As He says, “I will
build my church.”4
How can you start to make more disciples across town, or in a city
near you? What steps can your local church start to take now that
will lead to making disciples resulting in churches being planted
in your state? Begin to pray that God will shift your motivation
to be His mission.
https://www.imb.org/2016/09/07/church-planting-not-jesusgreat-command/
21 Corinthians 3:6
3Acts 2:47
4Matthew 16:18
1
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Marvelous MKs
by Julie Bacon

Missionary kids, otherwise
known as MKs, are near and
dear to my heart (obviously,
because I married one)! There
is not one definition nor one
description that fits them all.
They are each as distinct and
varied as the countries and
families they come from, and
they desperately need our
prayers.

The
F. Merle & Virginia May
Student Center
Now Open

By Julie Bacon

Administrative Coordinator
WBF Mission Agency

Missionary kids have unique
opportunities and face unique challenges. Some MKs
may be born on the foreign field, go to the field as small
children, start deputation with their parents as kids then
get to the field as teens, or they may begin college as
their parents leave for the field. Age is a factor to how
they adjust either to the foreign field or to American
culture. If they “grew up” on the mission field, they may
feel displaced when they come back to the states. If
they grew up in America, it can be difficult for them to
adapt to a brand new culture. Either way, this needs to
be a matter of prayer as MKs adjust to going back and
forth between cultures at various ages.
Another challenge/opportunity for MKs is language.
Some MKs don’t have to learn a language, some grow up
knowing the language, some have a very difficult time
learning the national language. Or it may be reverse
- they may actually have a hard time learning English.
Some cultures do not include sarcasm in their language
– they take everything literally. While in America, it can
be difficult to also understand the clichés and slang.
Some missionaries speak English in their home and
the foreign language when they go out. Some speak
mostly the foreign language so as not to insult the
nationals. Language could be a discouraging challenge
for MKs. However, I have also met MKs who have great
opportunities presented to them both in the job market
and witnessing because of their second language.
Please pray that God would open doors for them to use
their experiences to reach others. Also pray that those
who need to learn a new language would pick it up
quickly.

Thanks to the generosity of the former, Victory Baptist
Church, Garland, Texas, and large contributions from
Pleasantview Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas and
an anonymous donor, the Student Union Building
on the campus of Arlington Baptist University is now
remodeled, open, and being enjoyed by ABU students.
Dr. Merle May was the founder and pastor of the Victory
Baptist Church. After his home-going to heaven, the
church ultimately closed, donated the property to ABU,
and proceeds from the sale was used on the remodel
project. The building is now known as “The May Center.”

Missionary kids are distinct. They face many difficulties
and challenges. My prayer is that they will begin to
notice how God has prepared them to overcome the
challenges, and that they would look for the unique
opportunities placed before them.
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Thinking
about
Family at Christmas
Hilltop
Conference
By Joey Bacon

On the Campus of Arlington Baptist University

Traditionally, the Christmas season involves family gatherings,
April 22-25, 2018
or at the very least thoughts of family. Most people long to be
“home for Christmas” and spend quality time with their loved
ones. And although our society has become increasingly selfcentered, there are still some who recognize the importance of
caring for and spending time with family; appreciating those to
whom we are related.
Spiritually speaking, the Christmas season simply emphasizes
what the child of God celebrates throughout the year: the birth
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We celebrate how He came in
the most miraculous way to be the perfect and only satisfactory
sacrifice for our sins. And as we celebrate our redemption, we
celebrate our adoption as well (Galatians 4:5). While many
generically celebrate the birth of Jesus, we specifically celebrate
His birthday as making our spiritual birthday possible through
accepting Him as our personal Savior, thus becoming a child of
God (John 1:12).
Those of us who have been born again have a spiritual family –
the family of God (Ephesians 3:15). For many years, the World
Baptist Fellowship has served as a practical way for God’s family
to fellowship together, work together, and endure together. Our
missionaries often comment that one of the greatest benefits
of the World Baptist Fellowship Mission Agency is simply being
part of a “mission family.” Family is a blessing! Individuals in the
family certainly don’t always get along, but we still enjoy seeing
one another, loving one another, and encouraging one another.
We often quote the scripture: “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm
133:1). This Christmas, as we spend sweet time with our physical
family, we want to also remember those good and pleasant
moments we are blessed to spend with our spiritual family.
Many of our missionaries who are far away and unable to be with
their physical families at Christmas are encouraged when they
receive cards, emails, or text messages from their spiritual family
in different parts of the world. It’s a blessing to have such a family
who cares for one another.
Many of our spiritual family are already in heaven, and we will
be thinking about them and longing to be joined with them
very soon. But until then, we can take time to appreciate
and fellowship with the spiritual family we have here. As the
songwriter Bill Gaither wrote, “You will notice we say ‘brother
and sister’ ‘round here, It’s because we’re a family and these are
so near; When one has a heartache, we all share the tears, And
rejoice in each victory in this family so dear. From the door of an
orphanage to the house of the King, no longer an outcast, a new
song I sing; From rags unto riches, from the weak to the strong,
I’m not worthy to be here, but praise God I belong! I’m so glad
I’m a part of the Family of God, I’ve been washed in the fountain,
cleansed by His blood! Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod,
For I’m part of the family, The Family of God.”
Merry Christmas to all in the family!
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