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Dr. D.L. Moody
President
Arlington Baptist College

Just when I start thinking that I have gotten everything 
lined up, organized, well-in-hand, and set in motion, 
out of nowhere there comes an unexpected “wrinkle” 
that changes everything.  The “brilliance” of my well-
laid plan is now added to the rubbish pile of “So you 
are not so smart after all.”  How humbling is this?

I am not suggesting that we should not plan…PLAN 
WE MUST!  What I am pointing out, however, is that 
any and all of our plans are subject to contributing 
factors that are out of our control.  

Webster defines the word “control” as “power or 
authority to guide or manage” and “to exercise 
restraining or directing influence over; regulate.”  The 
reality of uncontrollable issues is often a tremendous 
challenge to those of us with the spiritual gift of 
leadership.

There are times when Out of Control is a good 
thing!  When I step on to a plane for a flight across 
the country, I am glad that the controls are not my 
responsibility.  If I am undergoing a surgery, I am glad 
that the scalpel is in the hand of the surgeon and I am 
anesthetized…totally unaware of what is going on.  

As a follower of Jesus Christ, there is no greater truth 
for my journey than this:  GOD IS IN CONTROL!  King 
David put this truth in his song – “The steps of a good 
man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his 
way.” (Psalm 37:23) God instructed Isaiah concerning 
this truth – “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) Paul reminded the 
Philippians of this truth – “For it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
(Philippians 2:13)

Make no mistake about it, God does indeed possess 
the “power and authority to guide and manage.”  
Nothing is beyond or out of His control!  He not only 
can do anything He chooses to do, but He also knows 
exactly the right thing to do…ALWAYS!  

What this means for folks like you and me is this:  when 
unforeseen interruptions occur, things that are out of 
our control, instead of giving up in despair, we should 
“be still,” be patient, be submissive, and be expectant 
that God is doing something that is far better than 
what we have had in mind.  WHAT IS OUT OF OUR 
CONTROL IS NEVER OUT OF HIS!  God has never said, 
“I didn’t see that coming!”  He has never once said, 
“OOP’S!”  As I have heard somewhere along the way, 
“Did it ever occur to you that nothing ever occurred 
to God?”

The conclusion then to this train of thought is this…
“Let Go and Let God!”  We must understand that 
there are things about life and ministry that we are 
not in control of…for which we should be grateful.  
Our position before God, as described in scripture, 
is that of “servant” not “Lord.”  So, the next time that 
your ingenious plans get interrupted by something 
beyond your control, just know that God is leaning 
over the banister of heaven and is whispering in your 
ear, “I’ve Got This!”

Out of Control!
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Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

In just a few weeks, the 
pastors, missionaries, and 
church leaders that make up 
the World Baptist Fellowship 
will be gathering in Canton, 
Michigan, for our Fall national 
meeting (October 15-17).  One 
of the beautiful things about 

our annual Fall meeting is its unique focus on world 
missions.  It is about aligning our hearts and churches 
with the heart of God for the world.  You see, our lives 
are more aligned with God when we are missions-
minded.  Our churches are more aligned with God 
when they are missions-minded.  Our Fellowship is 
more aligned with God when it is missions-minded.  
And the Fall meeting challenges us do that.

The natural drift and tendency for each of us in ministry 
is to become so focused on our local ministries, 
churches, and responsibilities, that the opportunities 
to partner together more effectively on a global scale 
sit on the back burner.  I’ll be honest: I have more on my 
plate leading the church that I pastor than I will ever be 
able to complete.  At least, that is how it feels!  And 
yet, if I am not intentional about coming together with 
like-minded men and women of God, who are serving 
in churches around the country and in fields around 
the world, the months and years will slip by, and I 
will have missed tremendous opportunities to work 
together to make a greater impact for the Kingdom.  
I need to prioritize these opportunities that help me 
stay missions-minded, that keep me engaged in God’s 
Big Picture.  It won’t just happen by default.

The worldwide impact that we can have as a network 
of churches is far greater than what we can each have 
on our own.  But that requires that each of us be willing 
to invest additional time, energy, and resources in 

coming together to carry out our mission.  Again, it 
won’t happen by default.  The pastors who serve on the 
WBF Mission Committee, the ABU Board of Directors, 
or the WBF Executive Board, all have ministries that 
they lead in their local communities.  They have their 
plates full, just as I do.  But through their sacrifice and 
willingness to serve together, they are having an even 
greater impact on the cause of world evangelism.  
Their serving helps them stay missions-minded and 
focused on God’s Big Picture. 

I want to challenge all of the pastors, missionaries, and 
church leaders who are connected to World Baptist 
Fellowship, to do everything possible to join us at 
First Baptist Church, Canton, MI, for our Fall national 
meeting.  Pastor Rick Henry and this tremendous 
church have been working diligently for many months 
to host this conference, and will do a phenomenal job, 
as they have in the past.  They are counting on your 
presence, and are committed to serving you in any 
way they can.  I invite you to join us, to get involved, 
and to allow the Spirit of God to do a renewing work in 
your heart as we seek to keep our lives, churches, and 
Fellowship aligned with world missions.
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 Well, I’ve almost completed teaching the Book 
of Proverbs.  Just two more lessons and I’ll be finished.  
These will be taught by two guest speakers:  A precious 
friend, Nan Langley, and one of our talented members, 
Bryan Thomas, a financial wizard,  is going to come 
speak to us about how to handle money . This was 
certainly a subject God addressed in Proverbs.  After 
that, my ladies want me to begin a series about the Holy 
Spirit.  I’m going to love that!  We need to be reminded 
what God can do with a yielded life that surrenders to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit.  As we consider the 
characters of the Bible, we get a picture of what God 
can accomplish in and through a yielded life, as well as 
what happens if we don’t.

 Some of the things God’s leaders had to 
experience were not always pleasant.  It was through 
their willingness to obey God by sharing His desires 
for His people, His commands, His love for those in the 
world He created that we still have God’s Word to share 
with others today.  How privileged we are to be allowed 
to share, to preach, teach and give testimony of His 
love.

          I know some of you are thinking, WHAT IF  Noah 
had refused to build the ark to preserve the one godly 
family and all the animals, birds, etc. before the flood 
came?  WHAT IF  Moses had not obeyed by leading the 
children of Israel out of Egyptian captivity?  So many 
other “What If ’s”.   We know God would have used some 
other means to accomplish His will, but look who would 
have missed a blessing by being that special one God 
used to accomplish His will.

          God is sovereign over heaven and earth.  He knows 
who He can use to be a blessing to those around them.  
He knows who has the courage to stand strong and 
firm for Him in spite of the difficulties of circumstances 
surrounding them.  No matter where the godly families 
and individuals are, the purpose is still the same:  “Go, 

and tell others that Jesus loves them, that He paid the 
price for them by dying on the cross of Calvary to be 
their sacrifice for their sins, to get people going in the 
right direction that will lead to salvation.  Ask God to 
use YOU to be that “Special One” in someone’s life.

 God bless you!  Thank you for standing strong 
in these difficult days when so many Christians want 
to be left alone to do their own thing.   May He use you 
to be a blessing to others in your life and throughout 
your frame of reference. Until He comes again for us in 
the clouds of glory I want to encourage you to be that 
special encourager, showing a love that only God can 
give through you.  Dare to give that stranger one of your 
church tracts.  WHAT IF  they come to your church as a 
result!  WHAT IF God uses you to be the spark that starts 
a revival in your community!  WHAT IF  others observe 
your smiles,  your enthusiasm, your joy and want what 
you have!  WHAT IF you make some of the best friends 
you’ve ever had because you dared to share with them 
the happiness and joy you’ve found in serving the Lord!  
I can hardly wait to find out the results of your trying!  

 Have a great month!  I would ask that you pray 
for me.  I just received an    e-mail from my publisher 
telling me that my new book, “The Summary of the 
Books of the Bible” is ready to go to print.  Pray that it 
will be received well by all who read it, and that God 
will be glorified with the results.  Thank you! See you 
next month!

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS

W
orld Baptist Fellow

ship
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Many years ago as part of a stewardship campaign I received 
a coin inscribed with the letters, TUIT.  The purpose of the 
campaign was to encourage us to stop putting things off 
until we “GET AROUND TO IT”.  The coin was to let us know 
that we now had a “round tuit” so we had no more excuses 
for not serving the Lord.

When we get a “round tuit” we can begin reading our Bibles 
more faithfully.  There is no substitute for systematic Bible 
reading to make us better students of the Word.  For several 
years, Linda and I have used a Bible reading program through 
which we read each year the Old Testament once, the New 
Testament twice, the Book of Psalms twice, and the Book of 
Proverbs 12 times.  This has enabled us to take notice of many 
truths in the Word of God that we can study more in-depth.   
The Scriptures teach us to “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” (II Timothy 2:15).  Once 
we get a “round tuit” we can be better students of the Word.

When we get a “round tuit” we can find more time to pray.  
Prayer is such a vital part of the Christian life and is so often 
neglected in our lives because we are so busy we just can’t 
seem to get around to it.  It is important to have a regular 
prayer time where we worship the Lord and call on Him for 
our needs and those of others.  Many times I wake up during 
the night and am awake for an hour or two.  What used to be 
a frustrating thing for me has now become a time of prayer.  
In the stillness of the night there can be sweet fellowship 
with the Lord.  It is good to make a prayer list for your time of 
prayer by which you are reminded of those who have needs.   
Every Christian wants to have a prayer life but it seems with 
all the busy-ness of life we just don’t get around to it.   We all 
need to get a “round tuit” for our prayer lives.

When we get a “round tuit” we can be more faithful to attend 
the services in the House of God.  Many say they will go to 
church when they get around to it, but the devil will fill their 
lives with so many distractions that they just won’t find the 
time to be faithful.  Getting a “round tuit” will remind them of 
the importance of attendance at the House of God.   The Bible 
states, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and 
so much the more as ye see the day approaching.” (Hebrews 
10:25).

When we get a “round tuit” we will be more faithful in giving 
our tithes and offerings to the Lord.  The Bible is plain in 
its teaching that we are to “Bring ye all the tithes into the 

storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Malachi 
3:10).  We should return to the Lord a portion of all He has 
blessed us with, and we should offer willingly to missions so 
that the Gospel can be preached around the world.  It was 
said of the Macedonian Christians that they were willing to 
give, “…to their power, yea, and beyond their power they 
were willing of themselves.” (II Corinthians 8:3).  Many intend 
to begin faithful giving for the cause of Christ but just can’t 
seem to get around to it.  Getting a “round tuit” will make 
faithful giving possible.

When we get a “round tuit” we can be more faithful witnesses 
for the Lord.  Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8).  Every 
truly born again child of God wants to be a witness for Christ 
but it seems we just can’t get around to it.  We want to go 
on church visitation but it seems we just can’t find the time.  
We need to get a “round tuit” to make it possible for us to be 
faithful witnesses.

Please accept this artist’s rendering as your personal “round 
tuit” to enable you to be a more faithful Christian:

Now that we have got a “round tuit” it is amazing what we 
can do for the Lord!

A “ROUND TUIT”

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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When I hear that someone is “all stirred up,” I generally 
consider it to be a negative thing.  One reason for this 
is because I often get “all stirred up” about the wrong 
things for the wrong reasons.  I get all stirred up when 
someone cuts me off in traffic.  I get all stirred up 
when I’ve been waiting in line for a loooooooooong 
time, and no one is in a hurry to help me.  I get all 
stirred up when the day doesn’t develop as I planned.  
Maybe some of you can relate to this kind of “stirring,” 
or even “stewing.”  

But there is a positive kind of “stirring up” we read of 
in the scripture.  God recently encouraged me with II 
Timothy 1:6 “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance 
that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by 
the putting on of my hands.”  I began to reminisce 
on my salvation as a young child, my upbringing in 
a Christian home, and my call to the gospel ministry.  
When these memories come to mind, and I am “put 
in remembrance,” I begin getting “all stirred up” in a 
positive way, for the right reason.

Here are some other things that recently had me “all 
stirred up”:

I had the privilege of serving 
on the ordination council for 
Missionary Joshua McClure 
as he was ordained by New 
Testament Baptist Church, 
Pantego, Texas.  As I watched 
the church express their 
excitement in being Joshua 
and Amanda’s sending church, 
and as I listened to Dr. David 
Bryant preach about the privilege of preaching, I got 
all stirred up again concerning God’s call on my life.  
I remember vividly being ordained by Rolling Hills 
Baptist Church, Lancaster, Texas, in 1999.  That was 
truly one of the sweetest moments of our ministry 
life.  I remember the awesome responsibility and 
privilege I have felt every time I prepare a message 
and approach the pulpit.  I have the greatest job in 
the world!  I get to preach the living Word of God!

The Saturday before Joshua 
McClure’s ordination, we began 
our missionary training days at 
the WBF mission office for new 
missionary candidates.  What 
a joy it was to have Marty & 
Michelle Herman who will be 

serving in Mexico and Elisabeth Perdue who will be 

serving in the Dominican Republic.  As I listened to 
their testimonies of surrendering to the Lord, and 
as they shared their burden for reaching the lost, it 
happened again – I got all stirred up!  I became so 
thankful once again for more laborers being sent 
into the harvest field.  And I rejoiced at the privilege 
of teaching others as I have been taught.

We need God’s people to get “all stirred up” about the 
right things for the right reasons.  We need Christians 
to get all stirred up and become disciples.  We need 
disciples to get all stirred up and respond to the 
Lord’s call:  “Here am I, send me.”  We need pastors and 
missionaries to get all stirred up over the privilege of 
serving the Lord.  We need to get SO stirred up that 
we wouldn’t trade our life of service to the Lord for 
anything else.  There ought to be nothing else we 
would rather do, and certainly nothing else we are 
looking to do.

There are plenty of God’s people getting “all stirred 
up” today.  I pray we remain stirred up over the 
right things for the right reasons.  I look forward to 
meeting the next disciples who are being sent out 
of their local church to serve in full-time ministry, 
because that’s what really gets me “all stirred up.”   

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

All Stirred Up
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CHARLES F. BOWEN SR PROMOTED TO GLORY
By Dave Schembera

Saturday, July 14, 2018 at 12:30 PM, the Lord called 
Charles F. Bowen Sr. home.  He went peacefully and 
was surrounded by his wife, Juanita, and family in 
his home in Grand Prairie, Texas.  He suffered a heart 
attack a few years ago and that caused the back of his 
heart to harden and the arteries to crystalize, so they 
were unable to put in stents. In the past few months 
Charles had fallen several times and was hospitalized 
each time.  After his last fall he was sent home with 
hospice care and was bedridden.  He passed away 
about two weeks later.  The Lord gave Charles 77 
years of life and most of his life was serving his Savior.   

Charles was born on August 15, 1940 in Post, Texas.  
After high school he enrolled at the Bible Baptist 
Seminary in Arlington, Texas.  He met Juanita Scott, 
the love of his life and married in 1960.  They were 
married a few weeks short of 58 years.  In 1962 he 
graduated from Bible Baptist Seminary with degrees 
in Music and Divinity.  He loved singing and music 
and soon after graduation from Seminary was called 
by the Gideon Baptist Church, in Warren, Michigan, 
as minister of music. Charles touched many lives 
during his ministry in Warren, Michigan.  The Bowens 
were greatly used in the music ministry and they 
were influenced for missions and felt the call on their 
lives to be missionaries.  

In 1969 Charles and Juanita Bowen surrendered to 
go as missionaries to Chile.  The Lord soon closed 
the door to Chile and directed them to the country 
of Ecuador.  During their missionary ministry Bro. 
Charles started seven churches and many missions 
and preaching points.  He and his family traveled 
down the winding mountain Pan American Highway 
to a small jungle village of Dos Rios.  They traveled up 
the same curvy highway and turned off on a road so 
dusty that it filled the Land Rover jeep with dust to 
the small towns of Malchingui, Tocachi and Calicali.  
It was in Malchingui that Charles, Juanita and some 

men from HCJB were stoned.  They continued going 
back with the Gospel; souls were saved and a church 
was organized in Malchingui.  Many from that church 
studied and graduated from our Ecuador Bible 
Institute and they continue to preach the Gospel 
there.  Charles was faithful to preach in the capital 
city of Quito, the coastal metropolis of Guayaquil and 
the town of Manta and many preaching points in-
between.  Charles made friends with almost everyone 
he met, from the people at the gates, the shoe-shine 
men, and the Attorney General of Ecuador.  Everyone 
that knew Charles loved him.  He loved people and 
he had a passion to preach the Gospel and see souls 
saved.

After more than 35 years in Ecuador the Lord 
directed them to a Hispanic ministry in the areas of 
Denton, Grand Prairie, and Irving, Texas.  They were 
used to start three churches and each one has its 
own national pastor.  Bro. Charles was used to help 
start two national Bible institutes in Ecuador.  In 2015 
Bro. Charles received an Honorary Doctorate Degree 
from Arlington Baptist College. 

The Bowen’s have four children:  Charles Bowen 
Jr., Faith Bowen (Hunt), Thomas Bowen, and David 
Bowen.  They also have several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

He was a faithful friend and encourager.  He was a 
friend you could count on. He had a great sense of 
humor and loved to joke around.  He will be greatly 
missed.

They were members of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Grand Prairie, Texas where a memorial service was 
held on July 21, 2018.  Pastor Brian Loveless brought 
an outstanding message that honored his life and 
testimony of faithfully serving the Lord until the end.  
Please continue to pray for Juanita and the family as 
they continue to serve the Lord.
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Bibles for
Missionaries

David Schembera
Missionary Care/

WBF Bible Ministry
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We will be full-time with the WBF 
Bible Ministry starting in October 
2018.  Our heart’s desire is to help 
our missionaries in any way we can; 
and to get Bibles to our missionaries 
in the language of the people that 
desire a copy of the Scriptures.  I 
know how important it is to me to personally have a copy of 
the Bible in my own heart language, to study, to meditate, 
and to commit it to memory.  All Scripture is important and 
is given to us by God.  I have a strong desire to continue to 
be the distributor of the Word of God to our missionaries so 
the people in their country can have a copy in their “heart 
language”.    Most of us in the United States have several Bibles 
in our homes and every one in our home has several.  Check 
your book shelves.  How many Bibles do you have?  Can you 
imagine what it would be like to not have even one Bible in 
the home?  What if you didn’t have even your own personal 
Bible?  There are people around the world that don’t even 
have one, not one Bible!   We have a ministry that wants to 
help put a Bible in the hands of everyone that wants one and   
it’s called “WBF Bible Ministry”.   It is vital for the salvation 
of souls because God speaks to the lost through His Word.  I 
write to our missionaries almost monthly to see if they need 
Bibles for the people they work with.  The Bibles are free to the 
missionary.   Many times the shipping costs and customs in 
the foreign country are too expensive.  In that case, the funds 
can be deposited in the missionary’s account and they can 
buy the Bibles on the field.

We have an account set up for this purpose in the World 
Baptist Fellowship Mission Office.  The account is funded by 
supporters just like the missionaries are.  If you personally 
want to get involved in the Bible Ministry to get Bibles 
distributed to people who don’t have even one Bible, please 
consider sending support to “WBF Bible Ministry”, through 
the World Baptist Fellowship Mission Agency, P O Box 13459, 
Arlington, Texas 76094-0459.  It is tax deductible and the 
Mission Office will send the donor a receipt.  Bible costs can 
vary greatly from country to country, but the average cost is 
approximately $10.00 per Bible.  We have a number of churches 
and individuals who support this ministry on a monthly basis.  
We need your prayers and monthly financial support, as God 
leads.  We will continue to receive our support as all of our 
missionaries do, directly from churches and individuals.  We 
are dependent upon God supplying our needs through His 
people continuing to faithfully support our ministry.   Thank 
you for your faithfulness.   Pray for Betty and me as we commit 
to this ministry.

Influence of the Church…What Now?
by Dr. D.L. Moody

Johnny and/or Suzy have been actively involved in the 
youth group of the church ever since they entered junior 
high school.  They have now graduated from high school, 
meaning they will not be going to the youth group meetings 
of Sunday school, Wednesday night youth services, or 
youth camp.  What happens now to the spiritual formation 
of their lives?  What influence will the church now have in 
making sure that their walk with God continues and grows?

Sadly, thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of young 
men and women leave the youth groups of our churches 
without any counsel or direction from the same churches 
that catered to them through their youth department years.  
It is almost as if they are being told, “Our job is done…good 
luck and have a great life!”  Far too often these graduates 
go off to secular colleges, have their faith torn to shreds by 
non-believing professors, and decide that church has no 
relevance to their lives.  

It may well be that the most volatile period of a young 
person’s life is this time, especially when it comes to matters 
of faith.  During these years, there is the development of 
personal faith…not faith of mom, dad, student pastor, etc.  
I would submit that it is during this period of life that the 
individual needs every advantage of intensive grounding 
in the things of God that he or she can get.  

I understand that there are many facets involved in a 
young person choosing the college he will attend.  I 
also understand that the pastor or student pastor may 
not carry the predominate influence in this selection 
process.  However, I am confident that a total disregard of 
counseling our youth in this very important decision is a 
huge detriment to the students we have been so intent 
on pouring into through their high school experience.  
Spiritual responsibility of their well-being does not stop 
when they walk across the stage at high school graduation.  

Of course, my recommendation is to strongly recommend 
and promote higher education at a school with curriculum 
built around a biblical worldview…a university like ABU!  
ABU nor any other Christian college is perfect, but at least 
one can be assured that the Word of God, the Will of God, 
and a Walk with God is emphasized and encouraged.  What 
they have been taught through youth group is now being 
built upon, strengthened, and made personal.

Do you think that perhaps the often-used Proverbs 22:6, 
“Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it” can be applied to an eighteen or 
nineteen-year-old as well…I think so.  

When Johnny and/or Suzy asks, “What now?”  We can say, 
“Let me talk to you about that.”
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The Numbers Nuisance

I had lunch with a couple of the young youth pastors in my 
town recently (It’s still weird for me to think I’m the “old” 
youth pastor nowadays). One of the guys is actually in his 
first month of student ministry and as we were talking, he 
began to talk about the low number in attendance he had 
had in a recent service. He said he got up in front of the 
students and “there was like nobody there. Only about a 
dozen students.” He was discouraged by the low turnout.

We’ve probably all had those moments in ministry. When 
that Numbers Game gets into our head and becomes a 
nuisance to our wellbeing. I’ve been there too (remember, 
I’m the “old” youth pastor) and I want to share with you, 
what I shared with Brandon & Joe over lunch that day.

1. Cherish those who ARE there.
In the early years of my ministry, I had a Wednesday night 
service much like what Brandon described above. I stood in 
front of my youth group and said, “Man, where’s everybody 
at tonight?” Immediately, a student responded, “Do we not 
matter?” That was the last time I ever said those words. I 
learned a very valuable lesson that night. My focus should 
not be on who is not there, but to cherish those who are 
there. Now, every time I stand in front of my teenagers, I 
always tell them that I am so glad they are there. I let them 
know that I’m excited, no matter how big or small the 
crowd might seem to me.
2. Challenge them with the Word.
I served with an individual in a church one time that we 
had asked to teach a Sunday School class. This person 
turned down the opportunity because “The class size was 
not worth their time to study.” This mindset is the exact 
opposite of Jesus’ story about leaving the 99 to find the 

one lost sheep. No matter how big or small your crowd is, 
preach to your students as if the room was full. God gave 
you the message you prepared and, in His sovereignty, 
He knew the size of your group before He gave you the 
message to preach. Challenge your students with the Word 
of God. You never know the impact that message will have 
on those students who are there, whether it’s one or 100 
or 1,000.
3. Charge them up to bring friends.
I’m a firm believer that if you create an atmosphere that is 
loving & safe for students to be themselves, they will want 
to come and will bring their friends with them. Invest into 
the lives of your students. Make them feel loved & accepted 
in your ministry. Let them know you missed them when 
they aren’t there. If you charge them up, they’ll come.

I understand that we want to reach as many students as we 
possibly can, but let’s not get caught up in the Numbers 
Nuisance… Focus on what is right in front of you & let God 
build something through that.

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

The STUDENT SEC TION
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Where Eagles Fly 
by Wendell Heirs

Who discovered America? 

For most of us, the answer to that question 
is straightforward: Christopher Columbus 
in October of 1492. That’s what we were 

taught in school, and that is why we celebrate Columbus 
Day. Yet it is far from clear cut.  There are alternative theories 
about who got here first — some well-documented, others 
much more flimsy in their scholarship.  Be that as it may,   I 
discovered America in March of 1936.  My real discovery 
was Ground Hog day of 1952 when I accepted Jesus Christ 
as my Savior and Lord.  Shortly after this finding God called 
me to preach, and I must say that the voyage has been “…
exceeding abundantly above all that…” I could ever imagine.  
For a little over six decades I have enjoyed being a part of 
the World Baptist Fellowship, and will begin a new chapter in 
my existence later this year.  As we experience the “perilous 
times” Paul spoke of I cannot help but wonder if America will 
ever recover the greatness once enjoyed or be over taken by 
liberalism and its evil agenda. 

Denis Waitley in his book Seeds of Greatness, quotes parts 
of a speech made by Madame Chiang Kai-shek during their 
struggle against the Japanese army.  Here are parts of that 
speech: 
“If the past has taught us anything it is that every cause brings 
its effect, every action has a consequence.   We Chinese have 
a saying:  If a man plants melons he will reap melons; if he 
sows beans, he will reap beans.  And this is true of everyone’s 
life; good begets good, and evil leads to evil…character 
requires time and nurturing for growth and development.” 
While the Bible teaches that the sun shines on the just and 
the unjust alike, too often it seems that the evil flourish.  But 
the Bible teaches that with the individual and the nation, that 
the flourishing of evil is a misapprehension.  Why?  Because 
the Bible also teaches us that God keeps books on all of us.  
In the final analysis we are all the sum total of our actions.  
Integrity, moral fiber cannot be artificial.  One cannot put 
on and take off character as if it were a piece of clothing in 
which to meet the fashion of the moment.  One thing for 
sure, integrity, moral character involve time and nurturing. 

 I think Madame Chiang Kai-shek directly or indirectly 
touched on what you and I would label as essentials for 
victorious Christian living.  What are they? 

First, we need an awareness of 
accountability.  The whole concept 
of being accountable carries the idea 
of facing up to who we really are and 

includes taking personal responsibility for our own life as 
it relates to God’s purposes for us individually.  That’s why 
our accountability is ultimately to God.  Every day He keeps 
books on us.  What do today’s details have to say about us? 

Second, we need a plan for victory.  The law of 
sowing and reaping is as old as time.  Job put 
it this way, “Even as I have seen, they that plow 
iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same” 

(Job 4:8).  Paul in Galatians 6:7 makes it plain that “a man 

reaps what he sows.”  This concept is easy to understand; isn’t 
it?  You can’t plant beans and expect to harvest watermelons.  
You can’t plant lethargy and reap success.  You can’t plant 
hatred and reap love.  You can’t plant anger and reap joy.  
You can’t plant deception and reap integrity.  The principle 
is:  To be victorious in your walk with the Lord, you must 
plant the right seeds.  Like it or not, every day we are sowing 
something, and we will have a harvest sooner or later.  Study 
your seeds before you plant them. 

Lastly, we need to make a commitment 
to abide.  It was Jean-Paul Sartre who 
said, “Commitment is an act, not a word.”  
Commitment is a choice, and doesn’t 
come from what you do occasionally, 
but from what you do consistently.  This I think was Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek’s thought when she pointed out, “character 
requires time and nurturing for growth and development.”  
Victorious Christian living requires that we hang tough, 
and give God time to work in our lives.  Character and 
integrity, that person you really are, doesn’t take shape 
instantaneously.  In reality it takes a life time.  That’s why 
Jesus constantly stressed to His disciples, “Abide in me, and I 
in you…” (John 15:4).  We must not ever forget that, “For it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).  Abide in the Lord and let Him 
raise you as an eagle, and you won’t flap around like a baby 
bird learning to fly.  

Shortly before His crucifixion, our Lord talked with His 
disciples about greatness.  In these words He told them the 
number one principle for greatness.  “…but whosoever will 
be great among you, shall be your minister:  And whosoever 
of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all” (Mark 
10:43-44).  Wow, that doesn’t sound like something you 
might learn in a Dale Carnegie course.  Indeed it’s a strange 
strategy for any kind of greatness.  Jesus is simply saying that 
wannabes to proper prominence must hunger after servant 
hood, a longing to serve even if it be servant to others.  God 
help us to be servants.

Wendell Heirs
Editor
Fundamentalist
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Rick Washburn Jr.
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Authentic, transparent relationships are essential in every 
believer’s life, and yet can be incredibly challenging for those in 
ministry, especially those serving as missionaries.  Even though 
we are all broken, and we all deal with that brokenness in our 
hearts, marriages, families, and ministries, missionaries can 
often feel that they have no one they can share it with.  There 
is a pressure to always appear like they “have it all together.”  
There is often a fear that if they are transparent, and reveal their 
fears, discouragement, failures, and personal struggles, they 
will be unfairly judged by their supporters.  The missionary 
might be seen as spiritually weak or immature, or even unfit 
for continued financial support.  The truth is, there are many 
in ministry who are quick to judge and jump to conclusions 
about other pastors and missionaries.  So, missionaries will 
often try to keep their struggles to themselves, secretly and 
privately suffering in isolated places around the world.

However, God created us to live our lives in community, in 
genuine, authentic, transparent relationships with fellow 
believers and servants of God.  We all need someone to 
shepherd our heart, even if we are missionaries, pastors, or 
pastors’ wives.  We all need to be able to share our hurts and 
struggles with those who we can trust to pray for us, encourage 
us, and provide loving, godly counsel.  And yet, all of us in 
ministry know that there is often no one in our lives doing 
so.  We are the ones giving, ministering, listening, and loving, 
and often have no one to do so in return, who understands 
ministry, who will listen, love and encourage.  Isn’t that tragic?

I am not sharing these thoughts to discourage anyone who is 
in ministry, especially those serving on mission fields around 
the world.  I am writing to encourage you to find someone 
you can talk to, and be authentic, transparent, and genuine 
with.  Do not isolate yourself, and try to carry your burden on 
your own (humanly speaking).  I want you to know that if you 
need someone to pray for you, encourage you, or simply listen 
to you, there are other missionaries, pastors, and pastors’ 
wives who will be there for you, who understand, and who 
truly care.  I am also writing to encourage you to reach out to 
someone else in ministry who might be in desperate need of 
encouragement, hope, and a listening ear.  We are all broken.  
We all need Jesus.  We all need each other.

New Year, New Staff
by John Brown

It is hard to believe that a new academic year is upon us. 
It is equally hard to believe that God has allowed me to 
be in a position to serve the student body here at ABU.

As you may recall, my position as the VP of Student Affairs 
began one year ago. It has been a wonderful journey of 
excitement and adjustment! While I have tried to be a 
positive addition to the staff, it has been the support 
of the leaders and staff here at ABU who have patiently 
listened to my unending questions about policy and 
procedures that have enabled my healthy adjustment! 

We have worked hard to create an environment that 
would help enable the students to enhance their 
walk with the Lord Jesus Christ. While we have had a 
solid program of activities, we have recognized there 
is also a need for a more concerted effort in spiritual 
development. To this end, we are expanding the position 
of Director of Student life to encompass a campus-
wide effort in developing the spiritual lives of all of our 
students.

With this in mind, I would like to introduce you to our 
new Director of Student Life and Spiritual Formation. 
His name is Tim Hughes. He and his wife Kristi live in 
Arlington. He is also the Pastor of the Family Fellowship 
Baptist Church here in Arlington! Tim has already brought 
a new excitement and perspective to this position.

One of the challenges we have encountered has been 
that of connecting our students with local church 
ministries. It is so very easy for young adults to slip from 
active church attendance, especially without someone 
within the congregation who is actively drawing them 
into fellowship.

With this in mind, we are establishing an initiative we 
are calling the Partner Church Network. The concept is 
simple. Through connection with our new Director of 
Student Life, local churches will have the opportunity 
to come onto campus and endeavor to make a positive 
invitation for our students to attend their local church. 
This might include sending transportation to the 
campus to bring students to worship services, or just 
making connections with students with your college 
ministry leaders.

While many of our ministry students already have 
church connections, many of the Christian young 
people who are moving into the area do not. This would 
be a wonderful ministry opportunity for your College 
and Career Small Group for outreach.

If you have any questions or would like to hear more 
about this tremendous ministry opportunity please feel 
free to contact me at jbrown@abu.edu or Tim Hughes at 
thughes@abu.edu
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News From The
Regions Beyond

“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35

For more missionary news visit www.wbfi.net

Mike and Christie Starling – Mexico
Spring break is always a good time for a mission trip.  
Victory Baptist Church in Paris, Texas and Victory 
Baptist Church in Seagoville, Texas sent 30 short term 
missionaries from their churches.  More than half were 
first timers on a mission trip.  One was saved while 
there.  Through service, work and exposure, both 
the ministry of Rancho La Paloma and the team were 
impacted.  There have been 554 people that visited 
the camp.  Many were surprised at the progress of the 

renovation of the second dorm. Much has been accomplished but there 
is so much more to be done, THANKS GUYS.   We are also planning the 
planting of a field.  The tractor needs a brake reconstruction, at a cost of 
about $500.  We need to plow and plant the field to further benefit the 
camp and others.  We are excited about the souls that have already been 
saved this year.  Pray that Rancho La Paloma will continue to IMPACT 
Mexico with the gospel!  Empty nest? Our daughter, Sicilie, graduated 
from high school the end of May.  She is the last one of our three kids to 
graduate. Pray that she will follow the Lord’s leading as she continues her 
education.

Corey and Lori Meier – Brazil
We arrived here in Brazil without any delays, it is 
so good to be back.  We have bought a vehicle 
and other necessities.  Thanks to all of you who 
have kept us before the Lord in prayer.  We 
have been busy bringing the Good News of the 
Gospel to many via tracts and a few personally 

in their homes.  Please keep a woman named Monica and her eleven year 
old daughter, Sarah in prayer. Lori had the privilege to lead Monica to the 
Lord in her home! Lori is beginning a series of Bible studies with her.  We 
have invited them to our home for food and fellowship.  Pray that the 
schools here in our area will open their doors to us holding a Bible class.  
Please pray for me as I continue my language schooling.

The truckers in our city as well as the rest of Brazil have been on strike.  
Thankfully our city has not had too large of a food shortage so far.  Our 
city of over 300,000 people is entirely out of fuel.  The trucks that normally 
deliver food and fuel have stopped.  God is Good and has ALWAYS taken 
care of us, and this situation does not affect His ability what-so-ever!  We 
serve a Great God! 

Josh and Rachel Easlon – Nigeria

Deputation is over and we are in Nigeria.  We have 
had a lot of firsts this week; hanging our laundry 
on a clothesline, learning how to pump water 
from the well, how to power the house with a 
generator, what appliances to use at certain times, 
using bottled water to cook with and brush our 
teeth with.  We have been learning so much and 
we know we have many more new things to learn 

and adapt to.  We have been extremely busy getting settled in our new 
home; and we are so grateful for our partners, Walt and Karen Troup, in 
their getting everything prepared for us.  All the children at a Place of 
Hope have been so welcoming to all of us and especially to Blace.  He 
has been having so much fun getting to see them again and spend time 
with them.  I was able to teach Sunday School our first Sunday here and I 
will be preaching the Sunday A.M. Service.  We have met with a Nigerian 
pastor and begun to brainstorm about a new church plant through 
APOHA.  We are very thankful for each church that allowed us to present 
our field and helped getting us to Nigeria very quickly.

Terry and Gloria McClure – Palau, Micronesia
The government radio station burned down last year.  
We have been praying that God would enable us to get 
our “Lighting the Old Path” radio program back on the 
air.  There was a lady who tried to contact us and called 
the burned down station and a week later she found our 
announcer.  She was desperately wanting to get saved.  
Praise the Lord her sister was a lady who wanted us shut 
down last year, continued listening and came trembling 
in fear of her soul.  She too was gloriously saved.  Four 

of the six other stations have contacted us and are now broadcasting 
our preaching services.  That is what God does when He wants His Word 
preached!  We have nine individual Bible studies and another group of 
eight each week and has brought us in contact with several nasty bugs.  
God’s hand is upon us and our health is improving; we need your prayers.  
Thank you for faithfulness in prayers and financial support.

Andy and Linda Briggs – Latvia
We left for another term in Latvia but this 
time just Linda and I left alone as our kids 
are staying behind living grown-up lives.  I 
think our dog will still be there when we 
arrive.  It is summertime in Latvia and is a 
beautiful time of year.  I will be baptizing a 
man that has been in our prayers for years. 

There is a wedding planned and a baby dedication.  We will have the 
opportunity to talk to many people who will be out of their homes and 
apartments and in the streets and parks.  The church in Ozolneki has not 
called a pastor yet.  Andrejs is preaching and two other men have taken 
the other responsibilities of the church.  Please pray for the church.  Pray 
for our children that they will continue to follow the  leadership of the 
Lord.  Thank you for your prayers and support.

Norm and Jeanie Higgins – Baja, Mexico
In the past few months there have been over 70 people 
make professions of faith; and 45 followed the Lord in 
baptism.  On “Day of the Child” Sunday there were over 
1800 in attendance.  Over 900 were adults and there were 
30 professions of faith in that service.  We continue to get 
great reports from our graduates as they are doing great 
ministries for the Lord.  Jeanie had another fall and this 
time she broke her pelvis in two places.  She is very fragile 

and suffers from osteoporosis.  The doctors are working with us to adjust 
her medications to stop the falling.  We appreciate you for your prayers 
and financial support for us and the Lord’s work in Mexico.
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“Do or Die”
By Jake Woodfin

 The Powerhouse of Christianity in the 
1800s was no doubt England.  It was a flourishing 
country where the majority of people regularly 
attended church services. A census conducted 
during services on March 30th, 1851 shows that 
the count was 10,896,066 attending out of a 
population of 17.9 million. The 1800s also showed 
huge missionary efforts that went out all over the 
world from England.  This however, did not last.  
The 1940’s saw a sharp decline in Christianity and 
again the 1980’s saw an even sharper decline.  In 
2016, for the first time in its history, the majority 
of English claimed no religion at all.  This sharp ‘fall 
from grace’ can be attributed to several factors; 
one of those factors might be a failure to start new 
churches.  One report in the Spectator, an online 
British Magazine, had this to say:

“As for the church itself, it is no use pretending there 
is a Christian majority whose non-attendance at 
church is just down to laziness. If church leaders 

wish to keep their buildings open, they will have to 
start from the beginning — with missionary work 
to recruit parishioners in a now-skeptical country.” 

https://www.spectator.co.uk/2016/05/britain-really-is-ceasing-to-be-a-

christian-country/

And that is what has happened with some Baptist 
groups in England.  Noticing the decline, the 
Baptist renewed their vigor in church planting.  
Research put together by David Goodhew and Ian 
Randall states, 

“In the mid 70s there were fewer than a dozen 
growing Baptist churches; by 1979 there were 200. 

Growth in 1984 was the highest for 60 years. Further 
increase was reported in 1987.

This was the result of deliberate effort – in the 
80s there was a new spirit of optimism and 
commitment to church growth and church 

planting, flowing from Baptist involvement in the 
church growth movement.”

https://www.fulcrum-anglican.org.uk/articles/david-goodhew-

ed-church-growth-in-britain-1980-to-the-present-ashgate-

publishing-2012/

Through this renewed involvement in church 
growth and church planting, these Baptist have 
been some of the very few that have escaped the 
decline over the past three decades.

 How can we escape the decline of biblical 
Christianity in America?   We MUST have a renewed 
vigor in church revitalization and specifically 
church planting (i.e. other area disciple making). 
This has already started among other groups in 
New York City.  According to a source from City to 
City, a church planting movement based in NYC, 

                 “Manhattan has seen the percentage 
of people attending gospel believing churches 
grow from 1% to 5%—stunning growth across 
denominations, in what is thought to be one of 

the cities most resistant to the gospel…. 25 years 
ago, New York was the least religious city in North 

America. Today, the Bay Area now holds that 
distinction.” –Nick Parsons, City to City

  Church planting and revitalization is the 
answer to so many of the problems within our 
fellowship.  More churches mean more salvations, 
more missions giving, more surrendering to full 
time ministry, and more students for our college.

 So, what is stopping us?  We know the 
need.  We know the solution.  So let’s get on fire 
and do something about it.  The WBF has a rich 
history of churches planting churches as many 
of our teachers and mentors, like Dale Chambers 
and others, started churches.  And yet there has 
been a great decline in church planting among 
our fellowship this last decade.   Every church can 
be instrumental in reaching beyond themselves 
and making disciples in other parts of their cities, 
states and nation.  We must be proactive and 
intentional about making disciples in other areas 
across our country and as we do, Jesus will build 
His church.  We must put in the ‘deliberate effort’ 
in planting more churches! We know the need; we 
have the solution, so now let’s act! It’s time to do 
or die.
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Faith is Taking the Risk
by Katrina Sellers

This summer for Vacation 
Bible School, I had the task of 
decorating a long hallway. In 
keeping with the theme of being 
shipwrecked, I decided to use 
wooden pallets along one side 
of the hallway to produce a dock. 
Now this dock was a little uneven 
and unsecure in a few places, but 
as long as you walked down the middle of each pallet, where 
the supporting brace is located, there would be no problems. 
Of course, after church on Sunday before Bible school started, 
I noticed several adults had given my dock a try and busted a 
few boards, which gave me pause on whether this was a good 
idea or not. I knew the kids would love the dock, but now I 
was concerned for their safety. The solution was to remove the 
busted boards and rope off the deck hoping no one would 
enter without adult supervision. At the beginning of the dock, 
a sign was displayed that said, “Keep out, Dock is unsafe.” It was 
while I was attaching this sign that God showed me a biblical 
truth in this example. 

Satan would have us believe that what God is asking us to do 
in faith is unsafe, too risky, or perhaps completely insane. He 
posts signs in our heads that warn us to “Keep Out,” and he uses 
our common sense to say “Nothing good can come of this.” My 
favorite example of this is the biblical story of Peter walking on 
water in Matthew 14. It was dark. The winds were fierce, tossing 
the boat the disciples were in side to side. Jesus walks toward 
them on the waves, and Peter immediately wants to join Him 
on the water. In a moment of great faith, Peter takes a step out 
of the boat in response to Jesus’ command to “Come.” However, 
it is not long before the grips of fear take over and Peter takes 
his eyes off Jesus and starts to look around at the waves, which 
causes him to sink in his faith.  

When we believe the lies Satan feeds us, fear takes hold and we 
sometimes avoid the dock completely, satisfied to live our lives 
without taking risks. But the thing is, if God is leading us to take 
the risk, we must move on in obedience in order to enjoy His 
abundant life to its fullest. Recently, I have heard some people 
tell me that they are too old to memorize scripture because 
they cannot remember anything. They tell me, “It is just too 
hard,” but God has instructed us to be in His Word and to know 
what it says. Memorizing Scripture can be a risk for us, but God 
is beckoning us to “Come.” By 
listening to the Devil’s lies 
about memorizing Scripture, 
he is robbing us of knowing 
the Word and the Author of 
it. Everything God guides us 
to do is worth the risk, but we 
must choose to live in faith 
and not fear. Our VBS kids 
loved walking the dock while 
trying to avoid the pretend, 
treacherous waters beneath, 
and I would not have robbed 
them of this joy by taking 
away the risk. 

WHEN THE PEOPLE 
COMPLAINED…
by Julie Bacon

In doing my devotion one 
day, this phrase caught my 
attention from Numbers 
11:1, “And when the people 
complained, it displeased the 
Lord:…” The Israelites had been 
delivered from Egypt’s slavery 
and bondage.  God had given 
them this deliverance along 
with His leading, provision, and 
protection.  The Israelites were 
having to trust and depend 
upon God.  It didn’t take long for 
the complaining to begin.  They 
decided they would rather go back into Egypt because they 
were tired of the food God was giving them. It was hot and 
they were living in tents. They would rather have comfort with 
bondage in Egypt, than freedom in following God by faith.

God often leads me to study the things of which I’m guilty.  
According to Webster, to complain means “to murmur; to 
express dissatisfaction or annoyance about a state of affairs 
or an event; to express grief, pain, or discontent”.  Yep, that’s 
pretty much me every day.  I complain about what I don’t 
like, people, the world, the weather, waiting, food, drivers, 
cleaning, allergies, and the list could go on and on.   I’m so 
like the Israelites because I also complain about what God is 
doing.  He wants me to trust and follow Him, but some days 
what God wants is not what I want.  I feel like my talents would 
be better spent doing other things.  I feel like His solution is 
not as good as what I have in mind.  I feel like His timing is not 
what I had planned.  I feel like His provision is not as much as 
I had calculated.  

But, as I study the Israelites, I don’t want to be like the ones 
who displeased God.  I want to be like Joshua and Caleb who 
believed God and were able to go into the Promised Land.  I 
want to be like those in ministry who are joyful and though 
they have every right to complain, don’t.   When someone 
makes a remark to them about how tough things are, they 
find a way to turn it around into something good and bless 
the Lord!  I want to please Him.  This is a quality I want to 
develop.  I want to have a joy that trusts.  

Elisabeth Elliot in her book Be Still My Soul, says that 
acceptance of our circumstances comes from love and trust 
- “It is a glad and voluntary YES to the conditions we meet on 
our journey with Him, because these are the conditions He 
wants us to share with Him.”  She then gives steps to trusting 
God: choose our attitude, offer our pain to God, receive what 
He gives with open hands, renew our commitment to Him, 
praise Him, and do the next thing.  These are practical steps to 
turn from complaining to trusting.  

In reality, the Israelites did eat the same thing every day.  They 
did live in tents.  It was hot.  But if they had trusted God, they 
would have been grateful instead of complaining.  I don’t want 
to be a complainer, I want to be a truster.  In the thesaurus, the 
antonym for “complain” is “praise”.  Instead of complaining, I 
need to be praising.  I can choose not to complain because He 
is worthy.  He knows what He is doing, and He can be trusted.

By Julie Bacon
Administrative Coordinator
WBF Mission Agency
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