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Dr. D.L. Moody
President
Arlington Baptist College

“And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.”  (Luke 21:28)

I am quite regularly given the opportunity to preach in 
churches for “Prophecy Sundays” and four-day Prophecy 
Conferences.  I have found that there is keen interest these 
days among both people in the pew as well as people on 
the street as to what the Bible has to say about last-day 
events.

In the Luke 21 passage, which is a parallel passage to the 
Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24 & 25, Jesus is teaching 
His disciples about the signs of His Second Coming.  I 
hold to the position that the signs He speaks of, will be 
primarily fulfilled during the Tribulation Period.  However, 
as Luke writes here, Jesus says, “when these things begin 
to come to pass” we can know that the time of His return 
is near.  There is no denying that we are seeing at least 
the “beginning” of end-time indicators.  Thus, we are 
instructed to “look up, and lift up your heads.”  

The spiritual apathy that we see around us gives reason to 
look up; the downward spiral of morality gives us reason 
to look up; natural disasters that are happening at ever-
increasing frequency and magnitude gives reason to look 
up; the global, political unrest that is growing every day 
gives us reason to look up.  If we look at what is going on in 
Israel and specifically with the city of Jerusalem, and then 
read the prophecies of The Revelation, Zechariah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Isaiah, Joel, and a host of others, our anticipation 
of Christ’s Return should skyrocket… the clock is ticking!

The imminent return of Jesus adds a healthy dose of 
URGENCY to the work that we do for Him.  Arlington 
Baptist University is doing the work of preparing men 
and women for the work of Christ in a variety of fields… 
Worldchangers!  Taking the message of the Gospel into all 
the world must be done in the most expeditious manner 
possible, with the most personnel we can possibly recruit, 
and into the widest variety of fields where lost people can 
be found.  It is for this reason that I am constantly imploring 
friends of ABU to pray for us fervently, generously support 
us financially, and of utmost importance, promote and 

recruit students to ABU… personnel for the work of 
Christ’s Kingdom… Worldchangers!

The workforce needed to bring in an “eleventh-hour” 
harvest of souls, sits in front of pulpits in our churches, at 
dining room tables in our homes, and walks the hallways 
in our schools, shops, and warehouses across the country.  
They MUST be challenged to be totally surrendered to 
God’s plan for their lives and to be faithful stewards of 
His calling upon their lives.  God still uses people to reach 
people… and the clock is ticking.

“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.”  (John 
4:35)

THE WORK IS GREAT, WORKERS ARE NEEDED, AND TIME IS 
SHORT… THE CLOCK IS TICKING!

The Clock is Ticking

2018 ABU GRADUATION
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Rick Washburn Jr.
President

World Baptist Fellowship

I was blessed in so many 
ways at Hilltop Conference 
2018!  God used His servants, 
from various generations 
and backgrounds, to minister 
God’s Word and pour into our 
lives as pastors, missionaries 
and church leaders.  The times 

of worship were uplifting, whether by ABU students 
in the chapel, or the worship team in the auditorium 
representing five or six area churches.  I especially 
enjoyed spending time on the softball field with 
pastors, missionaries, church leaders and students from 
various generations.  Fellowship is about relationships, 
and I believe relationships were strengthened this year 
at Hilltop.
But one of the greatest blessings was to see a younger 
generation of church leaders getting involved and 
stepping into leadership roles within World Baptist 
Fellowship.  I used to be one of the youngest pastors 
in the room, but not anymore!  There are pastors and 
church leaders that are younger than me, not just in 
the auditorium or on stage, but serving on the WBF 
Mission Committee and ABU Board of Directors.  I think 
that is awesome!
There are generational transitions taking place in our 
Fellowship, just as they are taking place in most of our 
local churches.  There have always been generation 
gaps and generational differences, but the gap and 
differences between older and younger generations 
are probably greater today than ever before.  Local 
churches that are willing to accept, embrace, and adjust 
to the next generations, for the sake of the Gospel, are 
thriving.  Those who are not are finding themselves 
ready to pass the baton to the next generation, but 
finding no one there to receive it.
Generational transitions are not easy, whether in 
the local church or in a fellowship of churches.  The 
younger generations, now more than ever, think 
very differently and value different things.  This is not 

necessarily wrong or unbiblical, but it is definitely very 
different.  They are challenging us to give solid, biblical 
answers as to why we do things the way we do.  They 
are asking us to consider new or creative methods to 
accomplish the same goals, but more effectively.  They 
are calling for us to pursue more transparent, authentic, 
and meaningful relationships.  They are insisting that 
we respect our differences in personal convictions, 
especially when we still agree in doctrine.  They are 
pleading with us to focus more on our mission than 
our methods.  And I have to be honest: that can be 
very uncomfortable at times.  But I am learning that it 
is both necessary and healthy.
I don’t know about you, but I want to reach the 
generation of my children and grandchildren with 
the Gospel!  I want their generations to be engaged in 
what God is doing through World Baptist Fellowship, 
the WBF Mission Agency, and Arlington Baptist 
University, and not think that it was just something 
for past generations.  I believe in the mission of Jesus 
Christ more than ever before.  I believe that God wants 
us to partner together to make disciples and plant 
churches in our communities, our nation, and our 
world.  I believe the Gospel, the clear message of the 
Cross of Jesus Christ, brings every generation, every 
ethnic group, and every world culture together.
Even though generational transitions are challenging, 
they are beautiful.  I thank God for the amazing heritage 
that we have, not only as fundamental Baptists, but 
specifically in the World Baptist Fellowship.  I thank 
God for the ministry peers in my own generation, 
who are serving as missionaries, pastors, and church 
leaders, and are a constant source of encouragement 
to me.  I also thank God for the next generation that 
has come on the ministry scene, with a passion and 
determination to reach their world at any cost.  May 
God anoint us with His power and blessing as we 
partner together in unity for the greatest cause in 
human history: the redemption of lost souls to Jesus 
Christ.
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 During the WBF meeting in April, I was awed by what 
the Lord showed me.  As I watched pastors and missionaries 
come and go at the meeting, I couldn’t help but rejoice that 
so many of them are part of the legacy of what used to be 
known as the Trentman Ave. Baptist Church in Fort Worth, TX., 
now the Pleasantview Baptist Church in Arlington., TX.  Let 
me share a few of them with you. Forgive me if I fail to list 
someone.

 Several families like the Raleys, Bacons, Hortons, and 
Lees, grew up in our church, married, and attended Bible 
Baptist Seminary or Arlington Baptist College. Many were a part 
of our church while they attended ABC from churches across 
the country. Under the ministry of W. L. Bryant, Robert Horton 
and his wife Ann, served in Costa Rica and then Lebanon. 
Both of them have gone home to be with the Lord now, but 
they were our first Missionaries.  After Bro. Moffitt came to 
TABC, we were privileged to be a part as Tommy and Linda 
Raley went to Colombia, then served as pastor of First Baptist 
in Pleasanton, Kansas, for five years.  They then served two 
years at Tabernacle Baptist in Arlington, Texas, before going 
to Mexico where they served until the Missions Committee 
asked him to become the WBF Missions Director. When Linda’s 
brother, Gary, got out of the Air Force, he attended ABC, and 
he and his wife, Monnie, have been missionaries for forty-
one years serving in Colombia and Mexico. Their son, Joey, is 
now our WBF Mission Director.   He and his wife, Julie are a 
precious addition to the Mission Office.   Another member of 
their family was Linda’s brother, Joe Bacon, who is pastor of 
Trailwood Baptist Church in Grand Prairie, Texas.  He and his 
wife Phyllis both grew up in TABC.  

 Two more TABC family members were Lyndel Lee 
and his wife Donna.  Dr. Lee is pastor of Tanglewood Baptist 
Church in Odessa, Texas.  At one time he too was on staff at 
TABC before he surrendered to the ministry. Also, Bill Horton 
and his wife, Mary, have been missionaries to Brazil for over 
forty years.  After their boys grew up, John and Kyron Horton 
both became missionaries, and serve the people they love in 
Brazil.  One of the teen girls, Dana Brown, attended ABC and 
married Mark McCutchen, and they both now serve the Lord 
in Brazil. 

 Bro. Guy Morrow was a part of our staff while he 
attended ABC.  Bro. Guy recently served as part of the WBF 
Missions Committee, and he and Brenda serve the Bible 
Baptist Church in Grove, Oklahoma.  When he became pastor, 
he took one of our young men, Bill Hayward, to be his Co-
worker/Youth Director.  For many years they have had a great 
ministry there in Grove.   Bro. Dale Brown and his wife, Janet, 
came to ABC from Michigan.   They attended TABC and worked 
on staff until they surrendered to go to New Zealand.  Steve 
Byrd came from the Community Baptist Church in Pensacola, 
FL.  While at ABC Steve was our Bus Minister before he and 
Charlotte surrendered to go to Ecuador. 

 During Bro. Moody’s ministry at PBC, Bro. Todd Vossen 
became part of  the WBF Home Mission program.  He started 
the Lake Point Baptist Church in Port Clinton, Ohio, and is 
now pastoring in Michigan. Dale Stockburger and his wife 
Debbie went to Heritage Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas 
to begin their first work.  Others on his list were Malcolm 
Johnson, pastoring in Abilene, TX.,  Kenric Barnett is pastor 
of West Orlando Baptist Church in Ocoee, FL., Justin Jester 
also surrendered to the ministry, Kevin Pritchard is pastor of 
Rolling Hills Baptist Church in Lancaster, TX., Robert Dawson 
is a missionary to Nambour, Queensland in Australia, Dace 
Clifton is a pastor and instructor at ABU, and Brady Blevins is 
also an instructor at ABU.  

 Since Bro. Jimmy McNeil has been pastor at PBC, we’ve 
all been blessed by John and Melanie Lund, Heath and Carissa 
Van Zandt, Jacob Bishop, Nate Reddick, Ethan Housley, and 
Austin McNeil that have all surrendered to full time service . 
We look forward to the ways God is going to use them.       

Our church has been so blessed to have pastors that 
continued to encourage our members to consider full time 
service to our Lord. One of the greatest parts of this legacy is 
that every soul that has been saved through these different 
ministries and mission fields has been loved, supported and 
prayed for throughout all these years by the members of 
Trentman Ave, now known as Pleasantview Baptist Church.  It 
is known around the world as a church that loves missions and 
missionaries and will continue to be so until the Lord returns 
in the clouds of glory. 

 It has been shared with me that it doesn’t seem that 
many pastors across our country are preaching messages to 
encourage young couples to surrender their lives to full time 
service.  For those who don’t, they are robbing their church of 
a beautiful legacy of souls being added to their account.  Will 
you pray with me that more pastors will encourage their young 
people to experience the joy of being in full time service for 
our Lord?  Whether as a minister of a church, a missionary to 
a foreign field, home missions- starting churches here in the 
states, becoming teachers, ministers of music, etc, we need 
more legacies to begin to be formed.  I’ve been so blessed to 
have been a part of the lives of these fabulous servants of God. 
Dear Reader, if you are one of God’s beautiful servants, thank 
you for serving, and God bless you as you continue to serve! 
I praise the Lord for letting me be a part of such a wonderful 
legacy.

Heartbeat Of The WBF

By
Marjorie Moffitt

PRAY FOR OUR 
MISSIONARY WIDOWS

W
orld Baptist Fellow

ship
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In reading the Book of Judges, we are struck by the 
statement, “In those days there was no king”.  Israel 
had rejected the Lord as their Righteous King and had 
begun to worship the idols of the Canaanites.  The 
result was not only spiritual apostasy but also physical 
suffering.   Time after time the children of Israel were 
made subjects of the nations surrounding them.  Then 
they would repent and God would send a judge to 
deliver them.  They would serve the Lord for a time 
and then the vicious cycle would repeat itself and they 
would fall into idolatry again.

One of the best known of the Judges was Gideon, whom 
God used to deliver the Israelites from the oppression 
of the Midianites.  God called Gideon a “mighty man 
of valor” but he certainly did not appear so.  Gideon 
is a good example of what can be accomplished when 
a person trusts the Lord and obeys Him.   With a small 
band of 300 men Gideon won a great victory over the 
host of Midian and while Gideon lived Israel served the 
Lord.  After he died, however, they returned to their 
idolatrous ways and the cycle was repeated again.

Even when the Lord gave Israel a king, the people 
continued their apostasy.  Except in the days of David 
and Solomon, Israel by and large turned to idols. God 
sent the prophets to warn Israel of coming judgment 
but they rejected the message of the prophets.  
Destruction and captivity were the final result of their 
apostasy.

When the Lord Jesus made His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem the people cried out, “Hosanna,” and in so 
doing they acknowledged Him as King.  A few days 
later they cried out, “Crucify Him”, we will not have Him 
as our king; “We have no king but Caesar”.   John the 
Apostle wrote, “He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not.”

In today’s world we see the same rejection of the Lord 
Jesus.  There are many Christians who acknowledge 
the Lord Jesus as King and serve Him, but the vast 
majority of people reject Him.  They serve the gods of 
sensuality and drunkenness and live as if God did not 
exist.  The leaders of the world try to solve society’s ills 

in their own ways and they always fail.  There can be no 
righteousness without the King of righteousness ruling 
over the hearts of men.  

In our country corruption and sin are prevalent even 
in the highest parts of our government.  Those who 
should be examples of good and righteousness prove 
themselves to be examples of sinfulness.  Without the 
moral compass of the Word of God, people wander in 
the depths of sin.  Things that were unmentionable 
in our grandparents’ day are commonplace today.  
Churches that take a stand for righteousness and cry 
against sin are few and far between.

Is there hope for America and for the world?  Yes, if 
God’s people will obey Him and follow His Word.  (2 
Chronicles 7:14) “If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.”  Revival is still possible, but it will not 
begin in the White House or State House; it will begin 
in our churches.  God’s people will have to lead the way 
in returning America to the Lord.

There is a King – King Jesus!  He must rule in our hearts 
and we must be His loyal subjects and servants.  The 
day is coming when Jesus will rule and reign over the 
entire earth as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus!

WHEN THERE IS NO KING

Tommy Raley
Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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One of my fondest memories as a missionary kid was when 
family, friends, or pastors from the U.S.A. would come visit us 
on the mission field.  I remember some pastors who came to 
visit us in Bogotá, Colombia, and to this day, I appreciate the 
time and expense made for that visit.  It made us feel special for 
them to think of us, and their interest in our family and ministry 
was a great encouragement.  

In recent years, I have enjoyed the privilege of visiting 
missionaries on the field.  This past spring, Julie and I had the 
privilege of visiting four missionary families in Australia.  We 
gained valuable insight into some of the unique challenges 
they face on the field – cultural, financial, and spiritual.  We were 
privileged to visit with veteran missionaries who have been on 
the field for many years as well as new missionaries who are 
serving their first term on the field.  God reminded me that 
there is great value to these visits, both for the missionary and 
the one visiting the missionary.  It is well worth the time and 
expense of “going the extra mile” for such a visit.  

The Value to the missionary:
• Counteracting “out of sight out of mind” syndrome.  It is not 

uncommon for some missionaries to feel as though they are 
forgotten by co-laborers in the U.S. simply because they have 
been “out of sight” on a foreign field.  Prayer letters along with 
social media help keep the missionary “in view” across the 
world today more than in years past.  Yet, there is nothing like 
fellowshipping with someone face to face, in the same place:  
seeing what they see, walking where they walk, feeling what 
they feel, and meeting the people to whom they minister.  

• Providing familiar fellowship – people, culture, etc.  Although 
missionaries must adapt to the foreign culture, they are still 
native to their own culture.  Often, that familiar American 
fellowship is limited (sometimes non-existent) on the mission 
field.  In addition to bringing themselves, those who come for 
a visit can also bring “stateside” things to the missionary that 
are not available on the field.  This is always a special treat for 
the missionary to enjoy a “taste” of the U.S.A.

• Sharing the burden.  Those who have visited the mission 
field can better empathize with the missionary and share 
the burden with others on behalf of the missionary.  This 
can result in more personal, specific, fervent prayer for the 
missionary.

The Value to the visitor:
• Getting in touch with reality.  The testimonies and stories 

read in missionary prayer letters become more meaningful 
after a personal visit.  The visitor now has greater insight, 
understanding, and appreciation for the work on the foreign 
field.

• Building camaraderie.  There are many challenges on the 
foreign field that are similar to those encountered on 
American soil.  Just as the visitor encourages the missionary, 

so does the missionary encourage the visitor.  It’s always 
encouraging to know you are not alone (I Peter 5:9). 

• Re-focusing responsibility.  Sometimes “getting away” helps 
us re-focus.  And when we “get away” on the mission field, 
we are reminded of what really matters:  reaching the lost 
and glorifying God where He is not worshipped.  The visitor 
may return to the U.S. with a sharper focus on prayer and the 
ministry of reaching others.

Most people reading this would 100% agree that there is value 
in a visit to the mission field, yet there are countless missionaries 
across the world who have not been visited in years.  We are 
blessed to live in a day when travel is more convenient and 
economical than ever before.  And we have great opportunities 
to make visits of great value.  Here are some suggestions for 
getting the most value in a visit (for both the missionary and 
the visitor):

• Visit a missionary who does not have regular visitors.  There 
are some missionaries who have not been visited in years.  
Ask the Holy Spirit to lead where the need is greatest.

• Evaluate the immediate need (work, ministry, or just 
fellowship).  Ask the missionary what they need most, and 
don’t feel guilty or disappointed if they just need fellowship.

• Take something there and bring something back.  Take an 
extra suitcase with something special for the missionary 
and bring something from the mission field back for the 
supporting church.  This will establish a special connection 
between the church and the missionary.

• Follow up.  Keep in contact with that missionary in the 
days ahead.  Reminisce over the good visit and ask how the 
nationals on the field are doing.

There is expense involved in making a visit to the mission field, 
but the value of such a visit is priceless.  We need each other, 
and we need to see each other as well.  There are missionaries 
today who would love for someone to come see them.  Our 
“fellowship in the gospel” (Philippians 1:5) needs to be 
cultivated, and a personal visit 
to the mission field is a great 
way for that to happen!

Joey Bacon
Mission Director

The Value of a Visit
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Worldchangers are needed everywhere…the home, the church, 
the school, the marketplace, the office…EVERYWHERE!  At 
Arlington Baptist University, we are Preparing Worldchangers!  
Every program is built around a biblical worldview and with the 
desired outcome that graduates from each program go forth to 
have an eternal, Gospel impact in that occupational field.
Let me have the Chairpersons of each of our programs, tell you 
in their own words, why having Worldchangers is so important 
in his and her fields:

Pastoral Ministries – John Brown, Chair

At the very heart of Church ministry stands the Pastor. It is his 
calling to equip the saints to fulfill their purpose. He is called 
by God, empowered by the Spirit and ordained by his peers. 
It is, therefore, the goal of the Pastoral Ministries Program of 
the ABU School of Ministry to equip these men to begin this 
journey. Upon graduation from this program, each graduate 
will have demonstrated competency in three major areas. The 
first area is in Bible. The student begins with a strong Bible 
core in this program. He will travel through the Old Testament, 
New Testament, Systematic Theology, Biblical Languages, and 
Hermeneutics. The second area of study is in Preaching. The art 
and science of preaching is still a vital study and is necessary for 
any man entering the ministry. The third major area of study is 
in Pastoral Ministry leadership and development. The courses 
included will expose the student to Practical participation 
in Baptisms, Church administration, the Ordinances, Church 
Staffing, Church finance, Church budgeting, leading Church 
business meetings, building a thriving Deacon ministry, and 
many more subjects concerning the pastorate. Here at the 
ABU School of Ministry, we begin with a student’s calling and 
strive to provide them with the tools to begin the work they are 
called to do!

Student Ministries – Ted Marvin, Chair

Student ministry is, I believe, the most important aspect of 
what a Worldchanger strives to be. I am not saying this because 
it is my department, but the evidence of history dictates this to 
be so. We are one generation away from changing the world 
for Christ or losing the world for Christ. It is the Youth Pastor 
who is on the front lines of this battle to reach that generation 
and needs to be properly challenged, taught, and developed so 
that he can continue the trend of the Christian Worldchanger 
who will shake the world for Jesus Christ! 

Barna states in his research that 85-90% of all who come to Christ 
do so before the age of 18. This means that the Worldchanger 
Youth Pastor will be responsible for 90% of the local church 
people who trust Christ! What a responsibility! All of this is 
still possible in a post-modern society that is leaving ideas of 
God, the Bible, and Jesus Christ out of every possible scenario. 
It is important for the Worldchanger Youth Pastor to be skilled 
in his or her craft because of the “Hell the students are going 
to and the hell they are going through.” Social media issues, 
family disintegration, suicide, cutting, and other dangerous 
physical issues are all part of the “hell they are going through.” 
It will be the Youth Pastor who will have to deal with each of 
these problem issues of today. So, without a properly trained, 
Gospel-based, disciple-making emphasis to train each student 
with a solid Bible foundation, the Worldchanger Youth Pastor is 
destined to fail. 

At ABU, our goal in every aspect of the program is to make sure 
that does not happen.

The Student Ministry program at ABU includes a full Bible 
major (42 hours) and a full Student Ministry major with 42 
hours. IT has WAY MORE instruction than just a student ministry 
concentration. It is a full-blown Student Ministry major.  Unlike 
other Christian colleges, ABU has a full menu of youth ministry 
classes to train and challenge the future Youth Pastor. Included 
in that training is “program enhancers” – electives – where the 
student can receive extra learning experiences in counseling, 
pastoral ministry, missions, music, and business. 

Every one of these learning experiences are designed for the 
ABU Worldchanger to be thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works, that God has prepared, in advance, for them to do. 

Missions, Intercultural Studies – John Brown, Interim Chair

Surrendering to leave one’s home in order to take the Gospel 
to a foreign people is one of the most sacrificial acts a Christian 
servant can do. It is with these dedicated servants in mind that 
we have structured our Intercultural Studies Program. The first 
area is in Bible. The student begins with a strong Bible core in 
this program. He or she will travel through the Old Testament, 
New Testament, Systematic Theology, Biblical Languages, and 
Hermeneutics. The second area of study will be an in-depth 
study of Cultural research, Church History, Mission Methods, 
Principles and Practices of Missions, and Cults. Along with these 
academic pursuits, we have also structured two major field 
survey’s which are accomplished during on-site mission trips. 
The challenge of sharing the Gospel interculturally while living 
in a foreign culture is a demanding task. It is the goal of this 
program to equip these men and women with the tools that 
will make them fruitful for the Lord Jesus Christ!

Biblical Counseling – Dell Canright, Chair

A Worldchanger, from a Biblical Counseling perspective, is 
one who helps individuals see that their greatest need is a 
personal relationship with God through His Son Jesus, and then 
encourages that person to begin the process of being changed 
into the image of Christ as he is taught to put off the old man and 
to put on the new man (Ephesians 4:22-24).  A Worldchanger 
is committed to the authority of Scripture, and believes the 
Scriptures are sufficient to address man’s challenges in all 
matters pertaining to life and godliness (2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 
2 Peter 1:1-7). This is what we strive to achieve in our Biblical 
Counseling department.

Education – Brandi McDaniel, Chair

The ABU School of Education prepares teachers for service in 
the mission field of education. Our intense curriculum lays the 
groundwork for taking a biblical worldview into private, public, 
public charter, and international schools. ABU Worldchangers 
can be found in classrooms around the world. From Texas to 
Singapore, our graduates are pouring the love of Christ into 
students who need hope as they learn to navigate a dark world.

Business – Dr. Chris Rollwitz, Chair

Today’s business environment is fraught with ethical and 
leadership failures.  Graduates from ABU’s School of Business 
serve as #worldchangers for the Kingdom of God whether

ABU Program Chairs
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Scriptures for
Missionaries

and Nationals

David Schembera
Missionary Care/

WBF Bible Ministry

leading or following.  Engrafted with truths of biblical ethics, 
counting the costs, fearing God as the source of wisdom, and 
recognizing vanity as vanity; business graduates can and will 
positively influence for-profit, non-profit, and local ministries 
wherever God places them.  Empowered by God’s Word, 
Business Studies #worldchangers stand above the mediocrity 
of today’s business standards and strives for excellence in both 
work and rest.

Interdisciplinary Studies – Brenda Miller, Chair

Preparing Worldchangers in Interdisciplinary Studies, a 
program that allows students to integrate more than one field 
of scholarship while earning a biblically sound education, is 
integral to impacting our 21st century world. With their broad 
learning experience and wide perspective, ABU graduates’ 
influence in their day-to-day world would literally be seen 
everywhere, in innumerable vocations. They will be living out 
Acts 1:8, empowered by the Holy Spirit to touch lives daily with 
their unique gifts, talents, and interests and “shall be witnesses 
unto [Jesus Christ] both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” We need 
strong believers living out their faith amongst the lost, ones 
who see their professional calling—whatever their occupation-
-as their mission field.  

Music and Worship Ministries – Robert Leatherwood, Chair

Students in the Music and Worship program aspire to lead the 
congregation of a local New Testament church in authentic 
worship through music and worship arts. A Worldchanger 
worship leader is one whose goal is to bring people into the 
presence of a Holy God who loves them and provided salvation 
for them through His Son, Jesus Christ. Coming into the presence 
of God through worship changes an individual, changes a 
congregation, and changes the world. Therefore, an ABU 
graduate in Music and Worship Ministries IS a Worldchanger.

Master of Theology – Dr. Mark McDaniel, Dean

Mark McDaniel - Being a Worldchanger is central to ABU’s 
Graduate Theology Program.  The Program is designed to 
address current theological issues with a biblical response.  
By engaging in an academic, respectful, and relevant manner, 
Graduate Theology students can impact their world by 
addressing issues that impact and undermine the fundamentals 
of our Christian faith.  Recent graduates work not only at local 
churches, but throughout the community as well.

Master of Education – Dr. Helen Sullivan Wilson, Interim Dean

Luke 2:52 (KJV) – “And Jesus increased in Wisdom, and Stature, 
and in Favor with God, and Man.”  Since the mission of the 
Masters of Education Program at ABU is: “Seeks to prepare 
educators to become skilled school administrators, curriculum 
specialists, curriculum directors, and highly qualified classroom 
teachers for public and private schools”; we believe the students 
who complete this program are prepared to be Worldchangers 
, and are equipped to accept the God-given privileges that 
come their way to fulfill Luke 2:52 in the lives of many young 
people.  It, also, complements Dr. Moody’s fifth “C” in “What do 
Worldchangers look like?”  - (Compelled to serve others rather 
than self.)

W
BF M
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I have a “passion” to get Scriptures 
in the hands of nationals. I know 
how very important it is for me, 
personally, to have a copy of the 
Bible in my language to read, 
study, meditate, and commit its 
verses to memory.  I know that:  2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”   
I have a strong desire to continue to be the distributor of the 
Word of God  to our missionaries, pastors, and lay people so 
everyone can have access to  a copy in their “heart language.”  
Bro. Mel Neill started raising funds for Bibles and that is 
doing well.  Bro Neill went home to be with Jesus a few years 
ago.  We have a ministry that is doing this very thing called 
“WBF Bible Ministry.”  I know how vital this is for the salvation 
of souls because the Bible is the mode of communication for 
the lost to be saved:  Romans 10:17 “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”   I write to our 
missionaries frequently to see if they need any scriptures 
for the people they work with.  It is free to the missionary 
and the national pastors who request copies of the Bible 
in their language.   I think it is better if there is someone, 
national pastor or missionary, for me to either send copies 
of the Scriptures to or deposit money in their account for 
the missionary to buy them and distribute them as needed.  
With the cost of postage being so expensive, many times it is 
less expensive to deposit money in the missionary’s account 
and let them buy and distribute them as needed.  We have 
an account set up for this purpose in our mission office.  If 
someone wants to get involved in this ministry financially, 
just send any funds to “WBF Bible Ministry” through the 
World Baptist Fellowship Agency address:  3001 W. Division. 
Arlington, Texas 76094-0459.  It is tax deductible and the 
Mission Office will send a receipt.  Scriptures costs can vary 
greatly, but you can use the $10.00 per Bible as a guideline, 
which includes the cost of a Bible and shipping.  We have 
a number of churches and individuals that support this 
ministry on a monthly basis and if we lack funds for Bibles 
and shipping, I will contact churches as needed.  It has 
worked well so far and we need your prayers and monthly 
financial support as God moves.  I will be dedicating more 
of my time and ministry to WBF Bible Ministry in the near 
future.  I will keep you informed.  Pray for Betty and me as we 
commit to this ministry.
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Controlling Compliments

In our last article, we talked about how to control criticism. It’s 
something that we are inevitably going to face in life & ministry 
but we don’t have to let it control our lives. In this article, I want 
us to look at the opposite of criticism- Compliments.
Although we often focus on the criticism thrown our way, if we 
are not careful, we can be crushed by compliments just as easily. 
The Bible is full of scriptures condemning prideful attitudes and 
even listed first in a list of things God hates in Proverbs 6. 
As pastors, people will often look at us with a “celebrity” type 
respect. They will be excited to hang out with us, they’ll seek our 
advice, and they’ll tell us we are the smartest theologians that 
have ever lived!  If we don’t learn to control the compliments, 
we’ll start to think that the work God is doing is actually our 
accomplishments. 

Controlling Compliments keeps us Confidently Composed.

Here’s some advice for Controlling Compliments:
1. Realize you are always Replaceable.
The Church has been in existence for thousands of years, yet 
you are less than a hundred years old (I’m giving some room 
for our “seasoned” readers here). At any given moment, you 
can be removed from your position in the church and someone 
else will step in and continue the work. Are you not valuable? 
That’s not what I’m saying. You are very valuable to God’s work, 
but remember- Ministry is God’s work, not yours. Understanding 
this has kept me humble throughout my 15+ years of ministry. 
In fact, I believe the true “success” of your ministry is seen when 
you leave that particular ministry. If it falls apart after you leave, 
then maybe it was more about you than it should have been? It’s 
something to think about.
2. Give all the Glory to God.
 Whenever someone compliments my messages or ministry, I 
always respond with, “Thank you, the Lord does it.” I don’t say this 
for the sake of the one who gave the compliment, but for me. I 
need to remind myself that God is the one who speaks thru me 
and uses me and any impact it makes is because of Him, not me. 
If I were in control of it, I’m pretty sure I’d make a mess of it and 
my sermons would be more of a show. On my drive home from 
ministry, I try to take time to thank God for the day of ministry 
and I thank Him for even allowing me to do what I do. I know 
more than anyone that I don’t deserve it!

3. Grow as you Go.
Understanding that we can always learn & grow in ministry will 
help us control the compliments. I think Paul illustrated this truth 
well when he said he desired to know God more. The one who 
thinks they know it all, is probably the one who needs to learn the 
most. The Bible is so deep and full of power that it continues to 
teach us every time we study it. Ministry is constantly changing, 
student culture is ever changing, and we must learn & adapt as 
we go. Never stop learning.

I love the words of the Sidewalk Prophets song, “To Live Is Christ”:

If I rise, let me rise on you
Not on all of my successes, my esteem or my pursuits

If I lose, let me lose my life
Cause if I belong to Jesus, the flesh is crucified

For me to live is Christ
For me to live is Christ

For me to live is Christ, to die is gain

If I grow, let me grow in You
Wilt the seeds of wanting more

Rippin’ pride out by the roots
And if I’m still, let me hear You speak

Not the tone of my transgressions,
But the song of the Redeemed

For me to live is Christ
For me to live is Christ

For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.

If we live for Christ, we will Control the Compliments.

Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

The STUDENT SEC TION
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DECISION MAKING
by Wendell Heirs

The Hebrew word translated Proverbs [mishlai] 
comes from the root word mashal, which 
means “to rule.”  Proverbs, therefore, are words 
and sayings that are supposed to rule and 
govern life.  Proverbs contain God’s rules.  It 
isn’t just a collection of human wisdom.  The 
proverbs of the Bible represent the mindset, or 
viewpoint of Heaven for the benefit of people 
living on earth.  The book of Proverbs takes the 
613 commandments in the Mosaic Law and 
presents them in a manner that enables us to 
establish and order God’s Law in our hearts.

Straighten out your priorities 

This is where decision-making begins.  “Trust in the 
LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding.”  Job has been seen by some as an 
ageless example of trust.  He lost everything in one day.  
It is easier to trust God when you understand His plan.  
The real tests lies in trusting Him when you have no 
idea what He is up to.  Job’s response was:  “Though he 

slay me, yet will I trust him” (Job 13:15).  Really!  “Lean not unto thine own 
understanding,” reads the rest of verse 5.  This is where Job, and might I add, 
we, falter in our vows of trust.  Job also said, “But I will maintain my own 
ways before him” (Job 13:15).  To paraphrase what Job is saying, “Though 
he slay me, I will wait for him, and before him defend my ways.”  Most of 
the book of Job records Job and his friends defending their own actions.

Decision Time 

Moses appears to be a better example of trust.  One trial of his trust took 
place after his people had packed their bags and left the harsh Goshen 
ghetto, the place of their sufferings for years.  Pharaoh paused between 
two opinions, torn between fear and anger.  His son was dead, his kingdom 
laid waste, and now he was losing the services of a huge army of slaves.  
Then he made up his mind.  He mobilized and marched.  Soon the rear 
guard of the Israelites saw the on-rushing chariots of Egypt, eager to 
attack and recapture the Israelites.  Behind them were the crack troops of 
the Egyptian army; before them was the water of the Red Sea.  They were 
trapped, and a right decision was needed now.

Seek God’s will 

Solomon said, “In all thy ways acknowledge him.”  That doesn’t mean give 
God a second thought.  Nor does it mean pretend to ask God’s opinion.  
“With all thine heart” ought to give you a sharp insight into Solomon’s 
instructions.  The greatest resource available to those in the valley of 
decision is the Lord.  Many ask, “But how can we know God’s will?”
Winston Churchill once said, “Russia is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside 
an enigma.”  That may sound like God’s will to you.  But the truth is, God 
leads us in plain paths very visible for those who look, and here is how you 
look.

Prayer 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you ” (Matthew 7:7).  Jesus is saying, “If you need directions 
through the twisted roads of life, ask me.  I know the way.”  God doesn’t 
shout from heaven in an audible voice.  He gives you the calm satisfaction 
that He has taken control.  We have the promise of God in James 1:5, “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not:  and it shall be given him.”  To be deficient in wisdom will 
not cause God to scold, chastise, reprimand, reprove, or lecture us.

Obey God’s Word 

The Psalmist says, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD.” 
(Psalm 37:23).  It is amazing to me how a person involved in deliberate sin 
can think of themselves as being in God’s will.  We might add that the stops 
of a good man are also ordered by the Lord.  In seeking God’s will in prayer 
you must remember that conscious sin will hinder you in decision making.  
“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2)

Spiritual advice 

Seek and listen to the counsel of godly friends (pastor, SS teacher, parents).  
Solomon tells us, “Where no counsel is, the people fall:  but in the multitude 
of counselors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14).

Assess the doors 

Paul wanted to go certain places to preach, but the door closed.  Then, a 
door opened to go to Macedonia.  God sees and controls the whole battle, 
and He calls us to lean on His understandings as we go into battle.

Don’t blindly follow your feelings 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:  who can 
know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).

When Jesus prayed in the garden, knowing that the 
“cup” of mankind’s sin was to be His drink, he prayed, “O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:  
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt. ” (Matthew 
26:39).  “Not as I will” waves goodbye to feelings.  It isn’t 
wrong to make your feelings known to God.  Just be 
determined to accept God’s will as your decision.  In our Lord’s case, He 
didn’t yield to His human feelings, and He obeyed the will of God.

Consider consequences and alternatives 

Do what is right, not what is easy.  Sometimes the hardest thing and the 
right thing are the same thing.  Decisions determine destiny…heaven 
or hell.  People need to learn their actions do affect other people.  So be 
careful what you say and do; it’s not always about you.

There is no reset button in life.  You can’t take anything back, and you can’t 
undo anything. Instant replay does not exist in life.  All your actions have 
consequences, and the thing you say or do today will have a lasting impact 
on the rest of your life.  You have to understand that, and you have to be 
aware of it while making your decisions.

Iyanda Vansant is credited with having said, “Life 
will let you get away with something for a while, but 
sooner or later, you will pay the price.  Everything you 
do in life causes the effects that you experience. When 
you get the bill be prepared to pay.”  You are free to 
choose, but you are not free from the consequences of 

your choices.  Don’t ever forget that the same mistake repeated more than 
once is a decision.

So as you seek divine guidance in your decision making remember to:

Straighten out your priorities by; seeking God’s will in prayer, obeying 
God’s Word, seeking spiritual advice, checking the options, not blindly 
following your feelings, and considering the consequences and options.

Wendell Heirs
Editor
Fundamentalist
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More 
Communication, 

Stronger 
Relationships

Rick Washburn Jr.
Pastor

Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

THE MISSIONS CORNER
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 I have been greatly encouraged to see how 
missionaries are taking advantage of new forms of 
communication and technology to connect and engage 
with their supporters in creative and exciting ways.  Prayer 
letters are still important and necessary, but here are a few 
other ways that missionaries are connecting with their 
supporters better than ever before:

Video Updates.  Missionaries are recording short videos, 
often on their cell phone, to share what is going on in 
their life and ministry, in a much more personal way than 
through writing.  These can be shared on social media, or 
through a link in an email message.

Ministry Blogs / Emails.  Prayer letters are often sent on 
a bi-monthly or quarterly basis, but some missionaries are 
writing ministry blogs, or sending out emails, on a more 
frequent basis, often with more specific updates or prayer 
requests.

Postcards.  I have received postcards from missionaries 
over the past few years, from around the country and 
around the world.  Many are just to say, “thank you,” “we 
are praying for you,” or “we are thinking about you.”  The 
messages are brief, but the format is engaging, especially if 
the postcard is unique to their current location.

Facebook Live.  This social media format has taken the 
online world by a storm!  Not only can missionaries “go 
live” in a church service or summer camp, but sometimes 
while doing everyday things in their world, like going to 
the market, driving through insane traffic, having a get 
together with national pastors, or hosting an in-home Bible 
study.  It is like stepping into their world for a brief moment, 
and it’s powerful!

Facebook / Instagram.  Social media is already the 
communication platform of our time.  Some missionaries 

are posting photographs from their families and ministries, 
which everyone loves to see.  Others have created Facebook 
pages for their churches on the field, and supporters are 
invited to “like” or “follow” what is going on around the 
world.

 Every relationship in our life is strengthened 
through better communication.  The same is true in the 
relationship between missionaries and their supporters.  
The more missionaries get involved with these new 
forms of communication, the stronger the relationships 
they can build with their supporters.  Each platform is an 
opportunity to connect in a personal way with individuals, 
no matter where they live in the world.  It motivates people 
to pray regularly and specifically, and keeps God’s servants 
on the minds of God’s people.  Whether this is brand new to 
you as a missionary, or you are already on the cutting edge 
of technology, let me encourage you to be intentional in 
improving communication.  The relationships that are 
deepened are well worth the effort.

Fun on the Field
On Tuesday afternoon of the Hilltop Conference, pastors, 
missionaries, church leaders, and students got together at 
Randol Mill Park for an afternoon of co-ed softball.  It was 
a great time of fun and relationship building.  The weather 
was perfect, and everyone had a blast.  Many expressed a 
desire to play again next year.
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News From The
Regions Beyond

“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35

For more missionary news visit www.wbfi.net

Gary & Monnie Bacon – Mexico
The border churches continue to grow.  Earlier this year 
several churches participated in Youth Camp with over 400 
attending camp.  Many of the teens made professions of 
faith in Christ; others made decisions for full time service.  
Pastor Juan baptized some new believers a couple weeks 
ago.  We are making preparations for Vacation Bible School 
and all are excited about it.  We will have VBS the end of 
July or early August.  This should be a lot of fun for the kids 
and for the adults that will participate in teaching.  Please 

continue to pray for our safety.  We live in a very dangerous area here along the 
border in Mexico.  We travel some very dangerous roads.  There have been many 
murders, carjackings, and robberies.  The U.S. State Department issued some new 
travel warnings and it has been designated as a Level 4, which is the same level 
of risk and danger given for travel in Syria and Afghanistan.  We are traveling in 
extremely dangerous cities.  We are trusting the Lord to protect us.   

Arza and Ruth Brown – Hawaii
A young man from Grace Baptist Church in Lahaina, Hawaii, 
will be graduating from our home church Massillon Baptist 
College in May.  He is getting married a week later and they are 
making plans to go to China as missionaries. Eight months ago 
I had foot surgery.  Three joints had collapsed and the doctor 
fused them together, and put 5 screws in.  In January one of the 
screws broke and has caused me much pain.  I am now able to 
walk again.  However, another screw broke and has caused a lot 
of pain, but I am able to continue with our ministry.  Ruth is in 

the midst of planning for Daily Vacation Bible School that will be held the end of 
July.  God has been blessing our ministry in Lahaina.  We have three new families 
attending services.  Also, a new family is planning to move to Maui this summer.  
Thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support.  God bless you.

Dawne Hart – Portugal
The second session of school has started with a bang.  We got 
our community outreach started and wow, what a start!  I am 
using a program to teach the value of one life and put feet to 
our faith.  Earlier this year the school hosted an open house.  This 
will allow the elementary students to see what middle and high 
school is like.  I also attended the training of a morals class for 
teachers in Lisbon.  The training is to encourage each teacher to 
reach students with the Gospel.  The training was excellent and 
helped me to think forward to next school year.  My coworker, 

Michael Andrzejewski has allowed me to prepare a class on church history.  This is 
one of my favorite subjects.  Thank you for your prayers and support.

Dale and Janet Brown – New Zealand
Patty Bouillon and Janet took our young people 
to youth camp earlier this year.  It was a week full 
of activities, preaching, small group discussions, 
team competitions and “camp food”.  The Sunday 
after returning from camp, the youth were in 
charge of the Worship Service and they did a 
wonderful job.  The week after camp we began 
our final preparations for our first “Back to School 

Family Fun Fest.”  Each year it seems more difficult to get children to attend DVBS.  
Our belief is if something isn’t working for us it’s time for a change.  That is what 
we did – change from a week-long program to a one-day “Fun Fest” for the whole 
family.  We had motorized cars, a bouncy slide/obstacle course, carnival games, 
food, prizes, a photo booth, face painting, and each family received a welcome bag 
with our church tract and school supplies.  We had a great day and we are already 
planning the event for next year.  It was the best church member participation we 
have ever had.    Thank you to our churches and individuals for your prayers and 
financial support. 

James & Melissa Brown – Australia
We are at the end of summer and are looking 
forward to fall, and some cooler weather.  We are 
either hot and humid or cool and comfortable.  
Everything is going pretty well at Berean Baptist 
Church here in Townsville.  We are meeting 
every Sunday and praying that the Lord gives us 
opportunities to witness to those that we meet on 

a regular basis.  Pray for the many who are lost here in Townsville.  Thank you for 
your prayers and support.

Jacques & Marie Alexandre - Haiti
Major Blessings:

1.  New Orphanage Building  - We are praying that 
construction of the new building will be completed by the 
first of the year so that the children can move in.  It is solar-
powered with 44 solar panels that have been installed onto 
the new steel roof.  Plans are being made to invite many 
of the government officials to the dedication of the new 
building and come see what the Lord has done for these 
abandoned and orphaned little children.

2. Haitian Bible College – We have been discipling and training generations 
of men and women at the Bible Institute.  We have grown with the number 
of students and we need permanent facilities for our students.  God has 
supplied the first $17,000 and another gift of $25,000.  We still need another 
“as God supplies” offerings to complete this project.  

God has supplied two consequential blessings that will improve our ministries 
and impact in Haiti now and beyond our lifetime, until He returns.  THANK YOU 
for your prayers, e-mails and support for us and the work He has called us to do 
‘together.’
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By Julie Bacon
Administrative Coordinator
WBF Mission Agency

MIRACLE OF MINISTRY FRIENDSHIPS
The miracle is that you can have good friendships when you are in the 
ministry. I have known some in ministry who have been so hurt in life 
that they choose to have few friends.  They are often isolated and close 
to no one.  We all know the dangers of being alone (Ecc. 4:9-12).  It has 
been said to me on occasion that it is not a good idea to have close 
friendships with those who are not in the ministry.  While it is true that 
there are times to be cautious, what blessings I would’ve missed if I 
had followed that advice!  Jesus had the disciples as friends, and 3 of 
them were very close to Him: Peter, James, and John.  He was also close 
to Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  Proverbs 18:24, “A man that hath friends 
must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.”

I’ve asked some friends to give me their insight regarding how to be a 
friend to those in ministry. 

If you are not in full-time ministry, but have friends who are, choose 
to be:

• Real – speak the truth in love, don’t be or say what you think they 
want you to be or say

• Supportive - join in the things they’re doing if at all possible 
• Forgiving - let them be themselves.  They just need someone to 

listen - not to judge or fix things
• Understanding – family is sometimes first, ministry is sometimes 

first, friends aren’t often first
• Flexible – don’t be easily offended, allow space (you aren’t the only 

one “in line”), their “free time” is limited
• Pursuing – instigate lunch dates, phone calls and messages, but 

don’t be overly needy or too disappointed if it doesn’t work out – 
keep trying

• Prayerful – your friend needs prayer and the devil loves to destroy 
those in leadership

• Enjoyable – have fun and laugh together, your time together doesn’t 
always have to be serious

• Thoughtful – give a card, gift card, candy, treat, text - “little” things 
can bring “big” encouragement

• Loving – love unconditionally, care for them, remember they are 
human

• Trustworthy – don’t break confidences
• Encouraging – tell them when they’re doing a good job (there are 

many others telling them when they aren’t)

Additionally, if you are in full-time ministry and friends with those 
who aren’t, choose to be:

• Forgiving – others may not be as far in their walk with the Lord as 
you, be encouraging not condemning, contribute to their growth 
in love

• Open – be real, be yourself, ask them to pray for your weaknesses 
and call you out on them

• Honest – if you don’t have the time, say so.  If you do, make the 
effort.

• Intentional – don’t forget them, they are trying to fit in with your 
schedule. 

• Enjoyable – laugh and have fun, don’t always be serious or super-
spiritual

• Thoughtful – send them a note, gift card, or little gift to let them 
know you’re thinking of them

• Connected – you have so much going on, but they do too.  Try to 
be interested in their lives as well. Don’t be on the phone the whole 
time they are with you

• Thankful – it is often difficult to be friends with ministry people.  Be 
thankful someone wants to and is making the effort

• Less demanding – sometimes just because you are free doesn’t mean 
they have to be.  They don’t have to be involved with everything you 
do to be supportive of you.

I AM NOT an expert.  These are suggestions from several friends both 
in and out of ministry.  I just think that sometimes we need reminders, 
and these have been good for me to go over and remember.  Maybe 
we need to evaluate our past friendships and let the Lord show us 
what to do better.  Friends are a blessing and gift from the Lord.  May 
we treat them as such.

THANK YOU WHITEHOUSE BAPTIST
by Beth Banning

A huge shout out to the beautiful ladies of 
Whitehouse Baptist Church! We had a great time 
delving into the Word of God and learning how to 
fully utilize our spiritual gifts. Whitehouse Baptist 
Church is a beautiful representation of Jesus Christ 
in the Jacksonville, Florida area. We were treated like 
royalty and God’s crowning glory showed through 
each and every woman. I thank my God for every 
remembrance of you. May He richly bless your 
efforts to shine forth the Light of Jesus Christ. Every 
ShoutOut has a main message. Tell your audience 
what you want them to know, how to take action 
and where to reach you.
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EMBRACING LOVE
by Katrina Sellers

     “Mom, do you know that I 
love you?” This is the current 
question my five-year-old 
asks me several times a day, 
especially when she wants to 
get my attention, and I cannot 
say that I get tired of hearing it. The answer of course, is 
always the same, “Yes, you know that I do,” but this week 
another question was tacked on to the usual banter. “How 
do you know that I love you?” she asked. “Well, because 
you tell me often, and because you give me hugs, and 
because you do what I say. That is how I know you love 
me.” This simple reply from me satisfied my daughter’s 
curiosity enough for her to go back to playing, but it got 
me thinking. What if this conversation happened between 
God and myself? Does God know that I love Him? How 
does He know? How do I know that He loves me? 

      This discussion is very important to the way we see God 
and His love for us. Do you know that God loves you? He 
loves you with a decisive love. 

I John 4:9 – “We love Him, because He first loved us.”

The word “love” in this verse has the connotation of not 
only love but one of “much love” or a “love feast.” Strong’s 
Dictionary of Biblical Words defines this love as “Embracing 
especially the judgment and the deliberate assent of the 
will as a matter of principle, duty, or propriety.” It is a love 
that is determined. The verse could read. We determine to 
love Him, because he first determined to love us.

      As anyone who has been married for a period of time 
can attest, sometimes the heart would lead us to give 
up on loving our spouse, but it is the determined kind 
of commitment love that keeps us together. It is not the 
mushy-gushy kind of love, but the strong and steady 
kind of love that keeps God pursuing us. The love that he 
bestows on us is so great, so complete, and so wondrous, 
how can we not answer with the same? I challenge you 
to spend some time thinking about how much God loves 
you. Ephesians 1 tells us that as children of God, we are 
loved, chosen, adopted, accepted, redeemed, forgiven, 
and known. We are co-heirs with Jesus Christ. YOU ARE 
LOVED. Now, it is our turn to show God that we love Him by 
wholeheartedly embracing Him and others with this same 
kind of love.    

by Phil Gagnon

On the Wings of an Eagle tells the fifty-year history of forty-
eight churches planted through our ministry. The writing was 
instigated by the Holy Spirit to encourage and motivate God’s 
people for world missions. To get a copy of the book go to 
www.Amazon.com and enter Phil Gagnon.

Encouraged by our testimony, local churches have begun 
seminary classes and faith promise mission conferences. A 
fifth trip to Yucatan, Mexico last November shows that the 
“Eagle” continues to fly onward and upward.

In Merida fourteen graduates in La Iglesia Bautista Israel 
were awarded their seminary degree. Eleven men publicly 
confirmed their call to preach in the invitation. The next week 
I spoke to thirty-seven seminary students in La Iglesia Bautista 
Betesda in Oxkutzcab.

Simultaneously preaching their first faith promise mission 
conferences provided the funds for their outreach. Four 
months later Pastor Orlando Olli shared that the graduates 
in Merida had begun three works. Pastor Oscar Gongora 
testified that the offerings in Oxkutzcab support their two 
new missions.

Those new congregations, plus another five, bring the number 
of congregations to fifty-six. God has prospered the very small 
part we are having in Latin America’s spiritual revival. This fruit 
belongs to the unheralded heroes who faithfully underwrite 
the front line warriors.
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Telva Marie Mosley
Home with the Lord

On April 12, 2018, Mrs. M.M. (Marie) Mosley went home to 
be with the Lord.  It was a very sudden end to a well-spent 
life of 91 years on this earth.

Her funeral service was held at First Baptist Church, 
Haltom City, Texas, on April 16th, 2018.  Her service was a 
great time of rejoicing in the Lord over her life of service 
to her Savior through over 7 decades as a Pastor’s wife and 
faithful church member.  Pastor M.M. Mosley, her husband 
of 61 years, preceded her in death.

Mrs. Mosley’s son, Pastor C.M. Mosley, wanted to notify as 
many as possible who have known Mrs. Mosley over the 
years.  Please be in prayer for this precious family. 
 


