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It’s Just Not Normal
The supernatural nature of Christmas emphasizes the unique
and special nature of the salvation that God has wrought for
sinful man. Every time an individual receives this gracious gift
of salvation, it is a supernatural event. “Therefore if any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17) The
Apostle Peter put it this way: “But ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” (I Peter 2:9)

Dr. D.L. Moody

President
Arlington Baptist College

Ok, I am going to go ahead and say it… Being “Normal” is way
overrated! As a matter of fact, I think that what is considered
“normal” is so subjective that it is impossible for anyone of us
to actually be considered normal, even for brief periods of
time… I am not “normally” so philosophical as this.

When you think about it, as we follow and seek to imitate our
Savior, it is quite a compliment for someone to say of us…
“You are not NORMAL!”

The word “normal” usually implies that one person, object, or
state of being is very much like the majority of other persons,
objects, or states of being. We are taught that if we are not just
like everyone else, we are not normal. Here is my question:

Is ABU on your Christmas List?

How could a follower of Jesus ever be considered normal,
when the One we are seeking to imitate, Jesus Christ, is the
most “abnormal” Person to ever live?

God gave us the GREATEST GIFT EVER when He sent His only
Son into the world to secure eternal salvation for mankind. The
greatest gift we can give to Him is by rendering our time, talents,
and treasures into the work of getting the message of salvation
to the world. This is what Arlington Baptist University majors in!

Visualize this: On a beautiful, cloudless day, you and three
of your buddies are on the sixteenth fairway, and you are
shooting the game of your life (as long as we are dreaming,
it might as well be a good dream). Your friend nudges you in
the side and says, “Would you look at that!” In the westbound
lane of the road leading from the Orient to Israel, you see a
huge caravan of camels, sheep, musicians, and a delegation
of some of the most noble individuals you have ever laid eyes
on…these look like some very “Wise Men.” As you watch their
route, you notice that they are trying to catch up with a very
bright and shiny star that does not cease to be seen, even in
the daytime. You can tell that they have been traveling for a
long time and over many miles…it seems mighty foolish for
such “wise” men to have traveled so far, chasing a star…this is
just not “normal behavior” for such intelligent men.

I would like to be so bold as to ask you to include ABU on your
Christmas Giving List. Our ABU CHRISTMAS GOAL is to raise
$100,000 during this Christmas season…together WE CAN DO
THIS!
Here is the plan:

25 individuals, churches, or businesses giving $1,000
50 individuals, churches, or businesses giving $500
100 individuals, churches, or businesses giving $250

I suppose we should not be so amazed about the sight we
are beholding; nothing about the entire series of events that
are culminating with this royal entourage has been normal. A
VIRGIN has become pregnant…that is not normal; a religious
and upright man with an impeccable reputation has chosen
to marry this girl instead of consenting to stone her…that is
not normal; the tiny little village of Bethlehem is packed with
people…that is not normal; a first-time mother gives birth
to her baby boy in a stable…that is not normal; angels are
showing up out where the shepherds are working and bring
their whole sanctuary choir to perform in a late-night worship
service…that is not normal; and now, we have this weird star
that is guiding these otherwise intelligent men to bring gifts
and adoration to this most-abnormal new arrival to planet
earth…the whole thing is not normal.

200 individuals, churches, or businesses giving $100
200 individuals, churches, or businesses giving $25
TOTAL

$100,000

Reaching this goal will be an incredible help to the work of training
men and women for reaching the world with the message of
Jesus Christ. If received by December 31, 2017, your gift is also
tax-deductible for the year of 2017.
You can give by sending a check (ABU 3001 West Division,
Arlington, Texas 76012) or by going online to our website and
clicking the Donor Partners link…ABU Christmas Gift.

The reason that these things are not “normal,” is that they
are SUPERNATURAL! Every aspect of the birth of Jesus
Christ was of Divine Origin and Divinely Orchestrated by a
SUPERNATURAL GOD. To the shepherds, the angel declared
these things to be “…good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people.” (Luke 2:10)

Thank you in advance for what you do! Merry Christmas from all
of us at ABU!
Straight Ahead!
Dr. D.L. Moody
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2018: A Year of Tremendous
Opportunities for WBF

World Baptist Fellowship

I am excited about what lies
ahead in the coming year
for World Baptist Fellowship!
Sure, we can expect another
year of great national
Rick Washburn Jr.
meetings,
like the outstanding
President
conference recently hosted
World Baptist Fellowship
by Southpoint Baptist Church
in Jacksonville. But there
are two important opportunities that can have a
tremendous, long-term impact for World Baptist
Fellowship, as our network of churches seeks to be
more effective in carrying out our mission of growing
and planting churches across the United States and
around the world. Here they are:
2018 WBF National Project
At the Fall national meeting of World Baptist
Fellowship, we launched our 2018 WBF National
Project, which is an effort to partner together
to begin a church planting movement in the
most unevangelized city in the United States:
the San Francisco Bay Area. This ministry, under
the leadership of Jake and Hali Woodfin, is called
BRANCHES: Church Planting in San Francisco. Not
only is San Francisco one of the spiritually darkest
areas of our country, but it is also the most expensive
city in America to live. This calls for us as a network
of churches to partner together to do something
that we have never done before. And it can ONLY
happen if we work together. If you have not seen
our launch video, you can watch it online at this
address: https://youtu.be/xortyZ3o0kE
What we are asking is that every pastor commit to
sharing BRANCHES with your congregation during
the first three months of 2018 (January-March), and
then taking up a ONE-TIME love offering toward
funding this church-planting ministry from 1-3 years.
Every church can have a part in this. This will not
burden your missions budget at all! The Woodfins’
video is AMAZING, and it will undoubtedly touch
the hearts of God’s people. If you contact Bro. Jake,
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he will provide video links and graphic files to help
you create posters, flyers, banners, or announcement
videos for your church.
I wish we could do this for EVERY church planter that
God raises up through World Baptist Fellowship. We
would love to focus on at least one new project every
year. But we have to start somewhere, and this is an
awesome opportunity for us to start. Just imagine
what God will do through WBF as we work together
into the future! Will you help us?
New WBF Constitution
At our last national meeting, the Nominating
Resolutions Committee also distributed the latest
copy of the new World Baptist Fellowship Constitution
(by-laws) that will be voted on at the upcoming
Hilltop Conference in 2018. This constitution will
provide a clear, simplified structure that will enable
the leadership of WBF to function more efficiently
and effectively in carrying out our mission. It will also
provide the opportunity for greater representation
from our pastors, missionaries and regional
fellowships.
It is vital that the World Baptist Fellowship do more
than just support our affiliate ministries (the WBF
Mission Agency and Arlington Baptist University).
We must also lead in projects and initiatives that will
strengthen churches and plant new churches across
America. Approving the new WBF Constitution this
spring will have a tremendous impact for years to
come.
The World Baptist Fellowship is a network of churches
that are diverse in many ways, and yet we are united
by our commitment to the greatest cause in human
history: the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. I am
thankful for all that God has done through World
Baptist Fellowship in 2017. However, I am even more
excited to see what God has in store for our future.

Heartbeat Of The WBF
By
Marjorie Moffitt
Hey, It’s almost winter! At least it feels that way today at this
writing. Texas can be unreal at times. One day we hit a record high
of 94 degrees, and the next day the high was in the fifties – the low
in the forties. One never knows what to expect.
That’s also the way it is with Mission giving! One never knows
what to expect – especially missionaries on deputation. It’s a given
that a church without a heart for Missions has no reason to exist.
A church that appreciates what missionaries do is wonderful, but
yet don’t think they have extra money to give to missions, so don’t
ask them to give. Those people haven’t learned what God can do
for and with a church that trusts Him to provide through THEM the
means to give and keep on giving so they can be an integral part
of every soul that’s won to Christ, every building that’s built, every
church established. God has chosen to work through individuals
and churches as a whole to spread the Gospel not only around the
world, but also right here in the United States where so many still do
not know Jesus as Savior.
At the Semi-annual meeting in Florida this year, I ‘ll tell you, I was
so jealous –envious- if you will, that God is going to use Jake and
Hali Woodfin to establish a church in a special area of San Francisco,
California, and I can’t go and help them. Well, I may be eightysix years old, but my heart breaks when I learn about areas like
this and know I can’t go help knock doors, hand out flyers about
the new church, etc. Working in Home Missions is so very special
because you know that the more churches we establish here, the
more missionaries can be called out of them to go to lands of every
nation. I may not be able to personally go help them, but I can at
least support them monthly so I can have a part in their ministry.

As they prepare for San Francisco, they already know God wants
them to begin in the Sunset District neighborhood which is full of all
people groups, mixed races, ages and cultures. Jake plans to begin
with a Bible Study in their home, and soon move to larger quarters
as they grow. BUT, they can’t move there without YOUR help. It’s
terribly expensive to live in San Francisco. A small two bedroom
apartment is from $3,000 to $5,000 a month besides their living
expense and those expenses needed to promote this new church.
Expensive, yes, but don’t forget, even though God’s got their back,
He wants to use you and your church to help make this project
happen. Think how wonderful it will be when you get to heaven to
have a bunch of people run up to you and thank you for making it
possible for them to hear about Jesus by sending Bro. Jake and Hali
to them. They need Jake and Hali there NOW, not three years from
now. If you would like to have them share their burden with your
church: call him at 419-635-6614, or e-mail him: jakewoodfinsf@
gmail.com .
Look, this is me talking, okay? Deputation can be wonderful in many
ways for Jake and Hali as they get to meet and enjoy your members,
BUT, when they leave your church, what will they take with them?
A handshake and smile and a “We’ll be praying for you, brother?”,
or will it be, “Here’s $20 to help you get to your next appointment
200 miles away”, or would you let God lead you to not only help
supply physical needs looking forward to their location there, but
also give them a check AND the promise of monthly support from
your church? Ask God to show you how to have a phenomenal part
in this new ministry of Jake and Hali Woodfin. Let’s work together to
get them settled in San Francisco so they can begin to win souls to
Christ, and encourage those already Christians to join them in this
endeavor. I certainly don’t have much money, but you can be sure
I not only want to, but I MUST have a part in helping get this done
before the Lord returns.
Thanks for listening! See ya’ next time!

PRAY FOR OUR
MISSIONARY WIDOWS

They were married in Hawaii and stayed to work with his parents
in their Christian School. At the close of the school year he and
Hali knew they needed to come back to the states to pursue what
God wanted them to do. From July to October they were waiting
on God when Bro. Todd Vossen contacted him to come work with
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World Baptist Fellowship

They are such a sweet couple. Have you heard their story? Well, let
me tell you. Jake met Hali when they were both involved as a part
of the Impact team at the college. The team would go to different
churches, Jake would preach and maybe do a skit. After about a
year Jake and Hali began to date. They both knew their God given
call was to be a part of starting new churches in the USA. Jake fell
head over heels in love with Hali. One day they talked about it and
planned to spend a day together in New York City. They didn’t have
much time, so Jake planned a full day for them. They flew into New
York City, arriving at 4:00 in the morning. They had to hurry because
they had an appointment to take a hot air balloon ride at 5:00 a.m.
After their fun ride, they drove into the city and spent the day being
tourists, and attended a play in Lincoln Square that night. After the
play Jake led Hali out to the pond in the square and proposed. She
asked, “Have you asked my dad about this?” When she learned he
had already discussed their getting married with Bro. Moody, she
said YES! Isn’t that romantic?

him to start a new church in Port Clinton, Ohio. They moved there
and worked with him for almost five years. Two years ago God
burdened their hearts for San Francisco, California. It’s the least
evangelized city in America. Since Hali was expecting Tekoa, they
decided to wait until after his birth to make that move. When Bro.
Vossen resigned as pastor, Bro. Jake stayed as Interim Pastor until
the church called Bro. Lloyd McCarroll to be pastor. Jake appeared
before the Missions Committee and was approved this last August
at the Mission Retreat in Oklahoma.
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UNTO YOU IS BORN A SAVIOUR
The angel spoke to the Judean shepherds on that wonderful night of
the birth of Jesus and proclaimed that a Saviour had been born. He was
the Christ, the anointed Messiah of Israel. He was the LORD, the God
of Heaven, but He was also the Saviour. They, as well as every human
being in history, needed a Saviour. What does the Bible mean when
it refers to salvation? The dictionary defines “salvation” as deliverance
from the power and effects of sin. God not only mentions salvation,
but the Bible describes God’s salvation as a complete salvation: of
body, soul and spirit.
Salvation is deliverance from the PENALTY of sin. The theological term
is “JUSTIFICATION”, which means “declared righteous”. God looks at
the repentant sinner who places faith in the finished work of the Lord
Jesus and declares that person righteous; justified; just as if he had
never sinned. The key word in justification is “FAITH”. When a sinner
comes to the Saviour in believing faith he is immediately forgiven
and passes from death to life. (John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.) Before we come to Christ, we are spiritually dead
in our sins; there is no communion between us and God. (Ephesians
2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins;) The sinner is delivered from the penalty of his sin and is placed
in Christ. He is no longer under the penalty of sin but has been given
the righteousness of Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.) The basis of Justification is faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:) The Word of God
teaches that this faith is a gift of God: (Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.) This gift of faith
comes through the Word of God. (Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.) We are saved from the
penalty of sin through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for our
sins; was buried; and rose again.
Salvation is deliverance from the POWER of sin. Theologically the term
is SANCTIFICATION, which means to be made righteous. God, through
the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, delivers us from the
POWER of sin. The key word for sanctification is “OBEDIENCE”. As we
learn the truth of God’s Word and obey that truth, sin loses its power
over our lives. (Romans 6:9-14 Knowing that Christ being raised from
the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10
For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he
liveth unto God. 11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.) We can learn to
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defeat temptation and live for God and thus we are set apart from the
power of sin. (2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new).
Salvation is deliverance from the PRESENCE of sin. This will take place
on the day of the resurrection and is called “GLORIFICATION”. The key
word in glorification is the word, HOPE. It is a blessed hope: (Titus 2:13
Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;) Our bodies will be delivered from
sin finally and forever when we are given a new body. (1 Corinthians
15:51-58 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in
vain in the Lord.) The Apostle Paul put it another way when he wrote
to the Philippian church: (Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is
in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able
even to subdue all things unto himself.)
The Judean shepherds and all of mankind were promised salvation; a
complete and perfect salvation of body, soul and spirit. Salvation is
of the Lord and is offered to all men by the Saviour, who was born in
Bethlehem, who lived a sinless life, who died on the Cross as the Lamb
of God for the sins of mankind; who was buried and who rose again
and is alive today. Because he lives He can offer salvation to anyone
who accepts Him by faith. (Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore he is able also
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for
them.)
Praise God that unto us was born
a SAVIOUR!

Tommy Raley

Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative
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RETIREMENT: A NEW SEASON OF A
WONDERFUL LIFE
During the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays, many hear that
familiar phrase “It’s A Wonderful Life.” And those of us who serve in fulltime ministry recognize that serving Jesus truly makes life wonderful.
However, the subject of retirement among full-time Christian servants
is often considered as “not so wonderful.” I hope that by the end of
this article, you will agree with me that every full-time servant of
God, whose primary occupation and source of financial livelihood is
ministry, should be able to view retirement simply as a new season of
that wonderful life. And we can admire and honor these servants who
have been so faithful and continue serving the Lord in new capacities.
Recently, Larry & Barbara Koehn retired after 39 years of missionary
service. They now join the ranks of several in our WBF mission family
who are serving the Lord with “retired” status. Larry & Barbara were
married in 1964, and their journey with the Lord began in 1972 when
they were both saved at a Jack Van Impe Crusade in Wichita, Kansas.
Bro. and Mrs. Koehn felt God calling them to be missionaries, and
were approved as World Baptist Fellowship
Missionaries to Colombia in July 1978.
My brother Jeff and I grew up with their
two children, Todd and Tiffany, where
we attended Bogotá Christian Academy
together. In 2002, Bro. and Mrs. Koehn felt
God calling them to relocate to the field of
Chile where they continued the ministry of
evangelism, discipleship, and indigenous
church planting. God blessed their efforts
there as He did in Colombia. Bro. and
Mrs. Koehn had been praying fervently for
the last couple of years concerning God’s
direction for their future ministry.
It is always a difficult decision for
a missionary to leave the field,
although there is consolation in
knowing that those indigenous
church plants can be left in the
hands of national leadership. God
began to show the Koehns how
He had set things in order, preparing them to leave the field of Chile
and return to the U.S. Although God may use circumstances such as
age and health to prompt decisions, each individual hears the Holy
Spirit giving God’s servant the next step for their journey. I cannot
fully relate to the call for retirement, for I’ve not yet arrived at that step
in my journey. However, I’ve observed some real challenges that our
missionaries face when taking that step of faith. Here are just a few:
•

•

•
•

individuals continue supporting retired missionaries at some
level to honor them for their years of faithfulness.
The cultural challenge: It can often be difficult and even
discouraging for the missionary to acclimate to the American
culture if they have lived on a foreign field for 2 or 3 decades.
The stereotypical challenge: There are some individuals and
churches who view retirement (in the context of ministry) as
“quitting.” Granted, the definition of retirement includes “to
cease to work.” But for the full-time minister, the call to ministry
is a lifetime calling. Though they may cease to work in a
particular country, church, or ministry, the surrendered servant
of God never ceases to work for the Lord.

Don Sisk, former BIMI Mission Director, has written a book entitled
“Fourth Quarter,” in which he encourages God’s servants to make the
most of the “fourth quarter” of their life. As I read this book, I was
blessed to think about those in our mission family who have “retired,”
and yet are still actively serving the Lord wherever God has placed
them. They are actively involved in their local church (as volunteers),
and they are most generous in their giving and faithful in their prayers.
Although retired, many of them maintain consistent communication
with the works on the mission field, and they often contribute to the
works as God enables them.
At our most recent WBF Fall Meeting hosted by Southpoint Baptist
Church in Jacksonville, Florida, we were encouraged to “Enjoy the
Journey.” I believe retirement, for God’s full-time servant, is not the
“end” of the journey, but simply the next “leg” of the journey.
Upcoming WBF missionaries are required to begin preparing NOW
for that leg of the journey. If the Lord tarries His coming, I want to
enjoy that leg of the journey. I don’t want to dread it or fear it. The
Christmas season reminds us to “fear not” (Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:30;
Luke 2:10). I admire and respect those servants of God who face the
fears and have the sensitivity to the Holy Spirit and faith in the Lord
to make that decision to retire, and then enjoy serving God in new
capacities. Please remember to pray for, encourage, and honor our
retired missionaries. They are still “servants of the most high God,”
which show unto others the way of salvation (Acts 16:17). And that
makes for a WONDERFUL LIFE!

The occupational challenge: For these full-time servants, the
“missionary ministry” has become their daily occupation. As
they step out by faith, they seldom know what the new dayto-day will hold for them. They simply trust that every day has
significance and purpose for God’s servants, though location
and occupation may change.
The financial challenge: Although plans and investments
should be made, most missionaries have not had sufficient means
over the years to invest large amounts of money for retiring. It
is therefore an encouragement and help when churches and

Joey Bacon

Mission Director
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WBF Mission Agency

The greatest gift
ever given
Thinking back through my
childhood and teen years, I
can think of some gifts given
David Schembera
to me by my parents, and some
Asst. Mission Director
were really neat. When I was
WBF Mission Agency
11 or 12, I remember getting
an electric train set, with all
the tracks, cars, smoke coming
from the smoke stack and an
engine that went “choo choo” , and I thought it was the
greatest gift ever. A few years later I remember getting
a football helmet and a new football. I was tough and
now had the equipment to prove it. Most every year
we got at least one present that outshined them all.
We came from a middle to lower class family and we
never got everything we wanted on our Christmas list,
but usually got at least one really special gift. Now that
we have four grandkids and one great grandkid, we
have to get them the exact same number of presents
for each one. Very important to them, they know how
to count, and believe me they do. We enjoy getting
something special for each one. Four grandies and one
great grandchild and we always take some pictures of
us on Christmas morning before any presents are given
out and we usually open one present at a time, lasts
longer that way. Usually we get a Christmas list from
their parents and try to stick to that list. We also read
the Christmas story from the Bible and go around the
room asking each one what they remember about the
story. It is a really neat day for all. We all get in front of
the tree, get the camera all set up and then picture taker
pushes the button and tries to get back in the group in
time for the camera to flash. Sometimes we don’t make
it back in time, and the pictures come out pretty funny.
Now for the serious side of the Christmas season.
Betty and I were on the lower end of the income scale.
We lived on about $150 per month for many months
after we were first married. We didn’t have a TV or even
a house phone, we just couldn’t afford them. We did go
to church regularly and we had game night frequently
with our friends. It was OK because our friends didn’t
have much money either. I was a Yeoman (e-2) and you
can’t get much lower than that. Sometimes on Sunday
afternoon we would take a Sunday outing in the car,
when we had gas money. I made the next rank first
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time I could, with time in pay grade. That really helped
moneywise. Then Betty began working outside the
home and that really helped boost our income. We
lived about 1,500 miles from either of our parents and
they were not in a position to help us financially. We
somehow always managed to live within our means.
We didn’t have much, but we didn’t know we were
poor. Our daughter Kristine, was born a few days before
I was honorably discharged from the Navy. Our church
family was close to us and they treated us like one of
their kids, family, that’s what a church family is all about.
Our Sunday School teacher was the greatest and we
enjoyed the class so much. We were in the church for all
three and a half years of my time in the U.S. Navy. We left
California and moved back to Wichita, Kansas. Found a
job, and a small 2 bedroom house with a basement. We
spent our first Christmas in our small rented house. We
started out without much and really we didn’t expect
much. We joined the Messiah Baptist Church in Wichita,
Kansas, and they too were a very close knit church, and
we learned so much in the next couple of years. God
began to deal with our hearts to surrender to missions.
I didn’t know very much about the Bible and I knew we
needed Bible training. God led us to the Bible Baptist
Seminary in Arlington, Texas. We studied hard for the
next three years and 2 summer sessions. I graduated
in May 1974 with a Bachelor of Divinity degree. I have
other degrees on my wall, but the most important one
to me, is the first one, my Bachelor of Divinity degree
from Arlington, Texas, it is so very special. The greatest
gift ever given is the offer of Salvation, the forgiveness
of sins, and there was a new name written down in
the Lamb’s Book of Life, on the very day God saved
my soul. I have shared this gift with many souls here
in the USA and in Ecuador, South America. We served
as missionaries in Ecuador for 26 years, and what a
blessing for us. Thank you. Time and eternity will
reveal the blessings of “our” ministry in Ecuador. We
may not have much of this world’s material things,
but greater days than these are coming. We may have
received many gifts over the years that seem special at
the time and we think they are the greatest gifts, but
nothing compares to the greatest ever given; the gift of
Salvation through Jesus Christ. What is the greatest gift
you have ever received?

share my thoughts with those who care to
read Just Thoughts in the Fundamentalist
publications. This will be the last article of
my famous jumbled up thoughts. It has
been so much fun to let everyone in on
parts of my life. God has richly blessed me
and my family with Godly friends in our
World Baptist Fellowship.

Just
Thoughts

I send lots of love to you all with a heart full
of thankfulness.

Linda Raley

WBF Mission Agency

With the big holiday season coming on the scene
I find myself having to watch which holiday I
am decorating for. I can’t depend on the stores
and advertising to help because they slip from
Halloween to Christmas with the decorations
and sales. It seems to me there’s more emphasis
on Halloween than Thanksgiving. The world has
forgotten the important and replaced it with the
frivolous.

Thank You,
Southpoint Baptist
Church
The 2017 WBF Fall Meeting was a wonderful
success, due to the dedicated, hard work of
Pastor Terry Collins and the Southpoint Baptist
Church family. The church went all out to make
this a very special meeting. Each speaker did
a masterful job of preaching the Word of God;
the music was Christ honoring and a special
blessing; and the meals provided by the
church during the meeting were delicious.

I love Thanksgiving and all of our family gathering
at our home. I love all of the fall decorations
and colors. I only have to look around to see
something to be thankful for. We are blessed
with a comfortable home, a vehicle to drive and
a wonderful church to attend. This is outdone by
the blessings of our sons, daughters-in-love and
the grandies and great-grandies.

As we move forward to Christmas I find even
more to be thankful for. My heart rejoices for the
wonderful Christmas songs, church programs
and once again a family gathering. It’s getting
more difficult each year for all of us to be together
because of extended families and jobs as well as
distance. I cherish every minute we can spend
together. My favorite time of all is our family
all sitting around the living room listening to
“Pawpaw” read the Christmas story.

A meeting like this does not just happen.
Much prayer and planning went into the
preparation for the meeting and the church
family worked tirelessly to see that every need
was met.
It seems that each year the Fall Meeting is the
best one ever and this year is no exception.
Thank you, Southpoint Baptist Church, for this
wonderful meeting.

While recounting all of the things and people I
am thankful for I have to say it has been a joy to
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Arlington Baptist College

The church provided lodging at a nice hotel
for the missionaries present and presented
each family a gift basket upon arrival.
Transportation was provided by the church to
and from the airport and to and from the hotel
for each service.

Our wonderful Savior has provided salvation
available to anyone who accepts His love. How
can anyone say they have nothing to be thankful
for?
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Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UDE NT S E C TION

Hunger Pains

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

2. Students are Seeking more than we think.

During the 2016-2017 school year, we implemented a new
aspect to our student ministry. We had noticed a lot of our
students were coming to our Wednesday night services
straight from sports practice and were hungry when
arriving. Others were from impoverished homes and were
coming to our ministry without being fed dinner by their
parents and were hungry.
What I have learned from this experience is that teenagers
can eat! For some of them, it seems as if there is no limit
to the amount of food they can consume. I’ve also learned
from some of them (because sometimes I’m a little crazy),
teenagers will eat anything you challenge them to eat!
I recently had a conversation with a former student who
had to move away & switch churches. We were discussing
their new church and she made a statement that has stuck
with me. She said, “I like the new youth group but the
teaching is not the same. It’s just kind of shallow, surface
teaching. I want something more.”
Student Pastors… your students can handle and want to
know the deep truths of God’s Word.

My conversation with the student I mentioned earlier
is proof to this thought. Teenagers are being raised in a
world where they are told to question everything. They
are not just going to believe in God & His attributes
because they were told that as a child. They are seeking
the truth. If we don’t feed them the truth of God’s Word,
they’ll feast on the tales of Satan’s lies.
3. Students are Soaking in more than we think.
Don’t ever discredit a student’s desire to learn God’s Word.
They are soaking in more than you think. I remember one
student who used to always sit in Sunday School with his
head down. I honestly thought he just slept through my
class each week. However, when I would play a lesson
series review game, this student would win every single
time. He was soaking in more than anybody else in the
group. It just looked different than what I expected.
Many students today are suffering from Hunger Pains; not
physically, but spiritually. It’s our job to feed them the meat
of God’s Word… and remember, there is no limit to the
amount of “food” they can consume!

1. Students are Smarter than we think.
Think about this- many of your students are probably
taking AP (Advanced Placement) courses in their schools.
Our local high school here is an Early College High School,
meaning that students can graduate high school, having
already earned college credits. If teenagers are capable
of doing college level work, I think they are also capable
of understanding Theology and Doctrine.
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The 2018 Church Age
by Wendell Heirs
(Editor’s note: This edition of the Fundamentalist is always a little
difficult. By the time you read this Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Year’s will already have gone down in history. That being true, let me
say, I hope you had a blessed Thanksgiving, a remarkable Christmas
and that the New Year will be replete with the blessings of the Lord.)
It should come as no surprise that the Church in America is shifting away
from alignment with historical Christianity. This should be a challenge
for Independent Fundamental Baptists in 2018. There can be no doubt
that our nation is experiencing a change in how it views violence, drug
use, human sexuality, and faith. Last year’s election tagged the upcoming generation, the millennials, as a generation with no political
or religious ties. The rise in skepticism, along with the lack of historical
training in the public school system, and our universities and colleges,
I believe has led to a decline in historical Christianity.
In 1900 there were 28 churches for every 10,000 Americans. Now, it
has been reported that number has decline to 17 churches for every
10,000. Since 2004 that trend has continued at a rate of 8% decline
every four years. Let me hasten to interject that the decline in historical
Christianity in our nation does not by any means imply the church is
dead. Jesus promised His church would never, ever end when He said
to Peter, “…upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Paul reiterated this truth when he wrote
to the Ephesians, “Unto him be glory in the by church Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”
In 313 AD, Constantine, the Roman emperor, issued the Edict of Milan,
making it legal to be a Christian. This signaled the end of nearly three
centuries of periodic persecution of the church by the state; however,
it did not stop there. Seventy years later, in 380 AD, the church became
the religion of the Roman Empire, credit to the Edict of Thessalonica, a
deliberation of the emperor Theodosius I. The centuries that followed
these events came to be seen by some as a victory of the church over
the world. I don’t think our anti-Baptist forefathers would concur with
this conclusion.
It seems after over 300 years of blatant persecution, Satan changed
his modus operandi and launched a covert operation against the
church—Operation Dominant Culture. After some three centuries
of intermittent persecution the church had gone from a handful
of believers huddled in an upper room on the day of Pentecost and
empowered by the Holy Spirit, taking the Great Commission to the
four corners of the Roman Empire and to every level of Roman culture.
Not all churches bought into this new assault by Satan on the bride of
Christ. Satan’s strategy seemed to be working. Becoming the principal
element in the Roman culture had its advantage. The church was no
longer a fringe sect without a political voice whose followers could be
arrested and tossed to the lions for the entertainment of the pagan
masses. But just as the church’s influence on the Roman culture grew,
so did the Roman culture impact the church. With a new-found status,
the church began to shift its focus from service and sacrifice to politics
and power. The affluent materialism of the pagan Roman world slowly
began to creep in among the churches. The necessity of new birth
in Christ, marked by holy living faded from view. This led to many
assuming they were Christians by default.

this fact. God is the God of history as He of the church, and at times
He grants His people favor in the eyes of the contemporary culture.
More often than not He calls them to endure and thrive in the midst
of persecution. Consequently, when the church has attained political
significance, it has invariably attempted to enforce public morality and
religious observance, rather than fulfilling the God-given mandate to
change lives through the power of preaching the gospel and teaching
“them all things whatsoever I have commanded you…”
Let’s face it, the teaching and preaching of God’s Word has largely been
displaced from its one time favored status by a secular worldview born
out of indifference on the part of God’s people, and conformity to the
desires and wants of a secular world standard. One of the greatest
dangers facing the church is the temptation to become conformed
to the culture of the world around it, and consequently destroying
their testimony for the Lord. We are specifically commanded, “Be not
conformed to this world” (Romans 12:2). In no way can we serve two
masters, and ours is the privilege of being conformed, not to a lost
world, but to the living Savior. Like the apostle Paul we must seek to
“…win Christ, That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his
death” (Philippians 3:8, 20).
We justifiably grieve over the loss of the church’s edifying distinction,
of a just and civil society rooted in a Judeo-Christian ethic. Sad to say,
but in today’s world the distinction between the church and the world,
between genuine and nominal, has become somewhat clouded.
Should history continue it is possible that America and our Christian
heritage could be one day swept away, and our center of gravity be
shifted to an environment much different than the one that we and our
forefathers experienced. In the same manner that the church in the late
stages of the Roman Empire, churches began to view their day as an
extension of the Kingdom of God. The barbarians came and eventually
overthrew Roman culture. Many historians see the overthrow of Rome
as the prompting of Augustine to write The City of God, reminding the
church that Rome was not the New Jerusalem, and that no earthly state
should be mistaken for the Kingdom of Heaven. God help us to be
counter cultural in our generation, “…being made conformable unto
his death.” In this process of “being made conformable unto his death,”
we simply die to the world and its standards. I was recently reminded,
with the home going of Bro. David McClure, that death is not the end.
We know that when Jesus returns, He “shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Philippians 3:21).
May 2018 find us as Independent Fundamental Baptists resisting to
being conformed to the culture that besieges us. We must not forget,
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren.” (Romans 8:29). It seems we are actually predestined to be
conformed to the very image of the Son of God.

Wendell Heirs

This tendency has followed the church up to the 21st century. Our
nation’s past reveals the church was the dominant cultural force for
years. Our Constitution and the Great Awakening are testimony to
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dedication to commit to learning a foreign language effectively. I
don’t mean, just enough to get by and order dinner at a restaurant.
I mean to articulate clearly and understandably the message of
the Gospel and the eternal truths of Scripture. I mean to counsel
someone who is opening their heart about spiritual and personal
matters. It also takes time and dedication to commit to learning
and understanding a foreign culture. This goes way beyond the
language. It is an ongoing effort that enables a missionary to truly
connect with the people, to see things from their perspective, to
understand their values and ways, and see how Jesus is relevant
to their heart and culture. This takes time and effort, but that is
when a missionary’s impact flourishes. Sure, you can get off an
airplane, rent a store front, and begin doing things the way you
did them in the States (which you think is the right way, right?).
You may even see a few victories along the way, but you will also
develop habits and patterns that will be much harder to change
later, and will hinder your effectiveness in the long run.

THE MISSIONS CORNER
Missionary, Make
Wise Investments

Rick Washburn Jr.

Pastor
Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr
The work of missions never stops. The needs are everywhere,
and seem to be growing continually. Missionaries often face
constant demands, pressures and expectations when it comes
to the use of their time, skills and resources. Those expectations
and demands can come from many directions, including from
pastors, fellow missionaries, national pastors and national
believers. And yet, a missionary only has so much that he can
do and give. It is vital that a missionary choose his or her battles,
commitments and priorities wisely. So, if a missionary wants to
see long-term fruitfulness and effectiveness, what are some areas
he must invest in? Here are a few to begin with:

WBF Mission Agency

Invest in your spiritual walk
Don’t let anything become more pressing or urgent than your
alone time with Jesus. Don’t let your devotional time get
substituted for sermon or lesson prep. It’s not about feeding
others; it’s about being fed yourself. In many countries,
missionaries can be incredibly isolated, and their spiritual and
emotional support system is minimal. Of all the investments you
make of your time and energy, make sure this remains at the top
of the list. Every. Single. Day.
Invest in your family
Even though this is a needed reminder for everyone in ministry,
missionaries and missionary families often face expectations,
challenges and pressures that are heightened because of their
location and their isolation. They are often far removed from
their extended family and friends, perhaps even from other
missionary families. The missionary will face constant requests
and demands from church members, fellow missionaries,
administrative responsibilities, bureaucratic “red tape,” and
countless other things that will pull him away from home. Unless
a missionary is very intentional, it will be easy to neglect investing
in his family, marriage and children. It pains me to look back
on times in my own life that I was so consumed with fulfilling
ministry responsibilities, and the expectations of others, that I
neglected my primary ministry: my home. Missionary, gaining
a ministry “win” is never worth it if it comes at the price of your
family.
Invest in the “long game”
Missionaries often have such a passion and drive to see God’s
work advance, that they may be tempted to sacrifice long-term
wins for short-term gains. What do I mean? It takes time and
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Missionary, don’t let the demands of ministry and of other people
pull you away from the investments that truly matter. When you
put “first things first,” God will always honor it, and you will be in
a far healthier place to continue serving Jesus for the long haul.
May God reward you with eternal fruitfulness as you serve Him.

Updates on IT for 2016-Present
ABU continues to support academic excellence and integrity
through the use of modern technological tools and software.
Current changes impacting faculty and staff include:
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•

Laptop refresh for full-time faculty. Over 80% of all full-time
faculty have top-of-the-line laptops from which to develop
and present high-quality content for students.
The administration also enjoys the benefits of faster and
more robust processing power through desktop refresh
initiatives. Over 60% of all staff computers are brand new.
With previous infrastructure updates from David Ingram’s
efforts, stronger WiFi and data bandwidth provide students
and faculty greater connectivity to online tools and
resources.
Two key rooms for course delivery have updated projectors
to enhance content visualization for students.
One room is now equipped with a Smart TV and Chromecast
providing wireless connectivity and greater access to
streaming tools offering faculty and students more
resources from which to provide up-to-date and relevant
content.
The Office365 rollout continues to give students industrystandard tools to research, document, and present key
learnings for all class instruction.
In the Spring 2018 semester, a new Learning Management
System - Canvas, will dramatically update our online
learning platform giving ABU best-in-class user experience
and intuitive instructional design.
Financial Aid and Tuition Payment Plans are moving from
Beta to roll-out giving students greater opportunity to
apply faster and enroll sooner. These tools have a strong
emphasis on accuracy of content and ease of use for
administrators and students alike.

As you can see, the list is long and growing as ABU stands
committed to providing faculty and students tools and hardware
enabling success to better equip them to be #worldchangers.

News From The
Regions Beyond
“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35
Gary & Monnie Bacon - Mexico

Joshua & Amanda McClure – Northern Mariana Islands

God has blessed us far beyond our
expectations, our Daily Vacation Bible
School was excellent in every aspect.
We had a high attendance of 124 boys
and girls, which is more than we have
ever had at a VBS in Mexico. Twenty boys
and girls trusted Christ as their personal
Savior during the week. We were able to give each child a backpack filled
with school supplies, which was a special gift for each of them. The next
week our pastor and about 20 people from the church took a mission
trip to Gomez Farias, a community 6 hours away and had 30 children
using the same materials that we used in our church. Again, we gave
away backpacks with school supplies . Juan was able to distribute some
Bibles to the people there from WBF Bible ministry, thanks to Bro. Dave
Schembera and the Bible ministry he oversees. Many of those people do
not have a Bible, so that is an important ministry. Please pray that many
of the Moms and Dads will be reached with the Good News. Your prayers
are an encouragement to us and financial gifts enable us to provide
teaching materials and other things necessary for the advancement of
the Gospel. THANK YOU

I AM MARRIED!!!!! I came to the States with
two main goals in mind. I asked many of you
to pray with me for financial support and a
godly, wise wife. He has been working hard
at both and I am now married to the most
beautiful woman in the world and we are at
35% in our needed monthly support. Thank
you so much for your prayers and God is
answering. I have completed my first year since we started deputation.
I want to share with you some of what we have gone through this year.
We have traveled to 18 States and even to the Bahamas. I have traveled
over 35,000 miles in the car. I have visited 90 churches, wow. I have had
part in leading 16 souls to Christ. I have used more than 1350 gallons
of gasoline, changed my oil 7 times and it is due for another soon. I
figured I have spent over 465 hours on the road, have stayed in 50 hotel
rooms, and more in homes and mission apartments; we have eaten at an
innumerable amount of restaurants. Please continue to pray for us. He is
keeping us safe and well taken care of.

Andy & Linda Briggs – Latvia

We held a teen/young adult retreat and
we studied God’s original design for
gender roles. There were sixteen that
attended from two churches and it was
truly a blessing. Back in July the Central
Baptist Church started Sunday school for
the children. Three girls accepted the
Lord. Since then five other children have
been saved. They also had a ninety two
year old man who accepted the Lord. Today his wife also accepted Jesus
as her Saviour, and she is thirty eight years old. Thank the Lord His Word
is the same for all ages. Two indigenous Brazilian Missionaries visited
our church in Arembepe. During their visit they invited me to visit their
communities and preach about the family there as well. I prayed about
going to their community and when I mentioned the trip to my family,
Sofia, our youngest daughter, got so excited and agreed to go on the
trip. A few days later we left Salvador for Manuas and was the beginning
of a great trip. We were met by a national missionary who served as our
guide and helper. I cannot explain all the things we experienced on that
three day trip. We spent three days eating and drinking and sleeping in
a hammock on an Amazon riverboat with 118 other people. The trip was
so much more. It was not the most convenient or comfortable trip I have
ever made. Sofia and I had many great opportunities to share the gospel
during the trip. We got off the riverboat and decided to leave one of
our suitcases behind, we had brought from Salvador at the Sao Gabriel
Church, because we needed the space in our aluminum boat for the trip
on up the river another 6 hours. I had brought medicine and clothes for
the people, and I began looking for my notes I had used on “the family”
back in Arembepe , and they were nowhere to be found in the suitcase.
You guessed it, they were left in the other suitcase that we left behind.
I spent hours, days and weeks and even months preparing. The Lord
helped me teach 5 times in two days and preach two times in three days.
Thank you for praying for His sustaining hands to be with each of us every
day. You are a blessing to us, more than words can express.

Frank and Darla Brim – Brazil

September 19 our Latvian son,
Monvids, became a father! His wife
gave birth to big baby boy and
they named him Richard. Thomas,
our son, will graduate from high
school in the spring of 2018 here in
Michigan. Please pray for him as he
makes his decision as to what college
to attend. In January I plan to return to Latvia to check on the work and
do some preaching. I will return to Michigan for Thomas’ graduation and
for our daughter Emily’s graduation from college and her wedding in the
spring. Our Sunday School has begun a new year and we have some new
teachers and I ask your prayers for the teachers and the kids. We had a
new family join the church this month, and they will add another three.
Through a generous gift, we were able to finish the translation project
of the first “to be” series into the Latvian language. Thank you for your
prayers and faithful financial support.

John and Lynn Cunningham – Dominican Republic
We are still here, a little windblown and wet
through the rains, but we are fine. Thank
you for your prayers and concern as we
were brushed by two hurricanes here in
San Pedro. Ramon Santana didn’t fair so
well. Half of the town was under water and
could only be reached by boat. When we
were finally able to get into town it was a
real mess. Homes and businesses had been
completely under water, and mud was knee deep. We are so thankful that
the church was spared. We have seen God work some miracles and even
in this time of hardship we were given opportunities to reach people for
Christ. We had a man from the States donate a large sum of money to
help those effected in Ramon Santana and we bought a truck load of new
mattresses to replace the wet, moldy ones. Thank you for your prayers
and faithful financial support. Because He Came, we must Go.

For more missionary news visit www.wbfi.net
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Imputing

GRATEFUL FOR GIVERS
by Julie Bacon

by Katrina Sellers

THANK YOU to those who give so
generously to WBF missionaries and to
the general fund for the mission office.
We appreciate your generosity, and we
continue making efforts to ensure the
greatest efficiency as you give to God’s
servants.

Basic accounting is something
we use quite frequently. Our
checkbooks record money taken
in, a receivable, as well as money
going out, a payable. Every
electric, cable, or insurance bill
we receive contains a record of
transactions supplied to us for
verification on our monthly statements. It seems the whole
world has a system of checks and balances with the total due
continuously changing. It bothers me greatly to receive a bill
that is past due or out of balance. I want the balance to be
zero. When that happens, I know I am on an even playing field.
I don’t owe them and they don’t owe me.

By now, I’m sure you have noticed our
new receipt format for the Mission
Agency. We can now email your
statement to you if you’d rather not have a paper statement. You can
request an emailed statement at office@wbfma.net.
I’d also like to help with the explanation of the receipt for your benefit
as well as ours.
1 – Your account ID# is one of the most important parts of the receipt
for us. It is how everything pertaining to your account is entered into
our computer system. Please help us by including this number on all
checks – personal or bank issued.

The word imputing found in God’s Word (Romans 4:3-8, 1924, James 2:23) gives us some insight into the way God does
accounting, and his idea of a balanced spreadsheet is radically
different than ours. As I began to study this idea, I wanted to
know what causes God to enter something into the Heavenly
ledger. I also wanted to know if my balance would reflect
negative or positive amounts. Thankfully, as stated above,
God does not do checks and balances like we would suspect
otherwise our spreadsheet would be so heavy on the owing
side that none of us could lift our heads. His way is a mindblowing procedure only he could come up with.

2 – Please make sure only the missionaries you support are listed
here. Also, please check the amounts allotted to each missionary to
be sure they have been posted correctly. If you wish to make any
changes, please mark them here.
3 – If your support stays the same, please return the bottom portion
below the dotted line. If ANY changes need to be made, please
include the top portion above the dotted line. We do not want to try
to guess which changes you wish to make.
4- If you wish to make a new or continuous donation to our General
Fund expenses, please indicate that as well. We do not take a
percentage of the monies that come in; we are a faith mission. ALL
that is given for the missionary goes to that missionary. Contributions
to our General Fund help us with daily operations and are tax
deductible as well. This is completely optional.

According to the Scriptures, our accounts payable or
things we owe ledger will always be greater than we can pay.
Romans 3:23 states that what we have earned from our sin is
death. Death is the bottom line, the amount we owe because
of our sin. All glory to God for his gift of Jesus that takes that
long column of debt, with the final tally equaling death and
places three words over it, paid in full. Those three words are
written in the precious blood of Jesus, and they make all the
difference for those of us who believe (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

5 – Please make checks payable to “WBFMA” with your account ID #
on all checks. You may include the missionary’s name and what the
check is designated for in the memo line if you choose.
If you have any
questions, please call
the mission office at
817-274-7161.
Again,

Additionally, accounting not only has the payable side,
but also the receivable side. This is the column of numbers
that credits all payments made to the account. God’s way of
applying credits is also different from what we know or expect.
He does not record here all the good things we have done, but
rather it is a ledger of faith. Faith is what shows up, as a credit
on our account, not works. Faith credits us righteousness.
Wrap your mind around that!

THANK YOU
for your

Generosity!

Have you been developing the wrong thing or paying in
the wrong currency to your heavenly account? I am glad God
does not do accounting like we do in our human world. He
does not keep a log of our sin, but he does give us credit for
faith. If it were any other way, we would never be able to stand.
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Patty Boullion – New Zealand

Postmaster Send Changes To:
The Fundamentalist
P.O. Box 13459
Arlington, Texas 76094-0459

My ministry is focused on the children’s ministries and
it is going well. The teachers are staying focused and
I am able to go into the preaching service a couple
times a month. Along with the kids, I am helping with
the youth. Mrs. Janet and I took the youth to winter
camp a couple of months ago. The camp is pretty
laid back for the adults and we didn’t have much to
do. I helped with the games, the point system and took a mountain of
photos. September 1 was the first day of Spring but it is still cold right
now. I am looking forward to some warmer weather . We celebrated
Father’s Day this month and had a great turnout. Thank you for your
prayers and support!

Periodical
Postage
PAID
Arlington, Texas

Jack and Ute Hardy - Germany
Ute and I are transitioning from Germany
to America for furlough; to report to our
supporting churches. Thankfully our sending
church, Aurora Baptist in Aurora, Texas has a
mission house for us as a place to live. Thank
you Lord. Our priority this furlough is to
report to our supporting churches. Please be in prayer for Eva, a lady
in the church in Germany. She is to be baptized soon. Also pray for Ute
she plans to give much of her time to care for her parents. We want to
thank you for everything you do for us.

Stephen and Charlotte Byrd – Ecuador
Praise the Lord we finally received our
building permits after what seemed
forever. Yet only around five years (as
if it were just last week we requested
them). First few days after receiving
them were in a state of shock and
amazement with much thankfulness
and rejoicing. We look forward to
beginning construction. We are not
financially to complete but we hope to do enough to begin meeting on
the land for Christmas services. Please continue to pray concerning the
construction funds, your help is greatly appreciated. Also pray that while
we are busy building that we remain faithful and focused on ministry.
We were blessed by Boris and his wife Ginny, Vicente, Maria and her
daughters Karen and Melanie making their public profession of faith and
their baptism. In August we rejoiced with the salvation of Maria. Both of
our churches are involved in their Mission Month Emphasis. Please pray
for the Faith Promise commitment the last Sunday of the month. We are
grateful for your faithful prayers and friendship.
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A great friend of ours was called up to glory on Oct
10, 2017 at the age of 93. Pastor Wayne Joyce was
a dear friend, a friend of the WBF and one of the
first graduates of what is now the Arlington Baptist
University. He was in the first graduating class on
the “Top of the Hill” campus. Bro. Joyce served not
only His Lord for over 58 years in one church, but
also served his country in WWII in the navy. He also
pastored several other churches before coming back
“home” and started the Ruidoso Baptist Temple in
1959. Pastor Joyce was a friend to missionaries. He
loved His Lord. He loved studying God’s Word. As I
spoke to his son, Daryl Wayne, and Carolyn, a faithful
church member, both said he should have been a
seminary teacher because of his knowledge of God’s
Word, but instead he chose to serve the Lord in the
small town of Ruidoso. And boy did he serve Him
well! He taped all his sermons on cassette tapes up
until the end. A couple of years ago his son talked
him into transferring all of his sermons to MP3 files
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and start a website. His website has had over 10
million downloads. Vicky Bryant was visiting with
Bro. Joyce one day, and said, “You are reaching more
people in your 80’s with your messages than all of
your 50 prior years.”
I remember our first year on deputation. We had
gone to Bro. Joyce’s church. A small congregation
of less than 30 at the time took us on for support
for $40 a month, and that was more than 27 years
ago, and they never missed a month. The words that
can best describe our dear friend, Wayne Joyce, are
faithful, gracious, and kind. I have never met a more
gracious and faithful pastor in all my days. Over the
years, Bro. Joyce has not only touched lives around
Ruidoso, but throughout the World. Pastor Joyce’s
life was that of a gifted soul that continually sowed
seeds of kindness with everyone he encountered.
God bless you my dear friend. You will be sorely
missed but I’m sure glad that you graduated.

