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ARLINGTON BAPTIST COLLEGE BECOMES
ARLINGTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
Celebrating Change and Moving Forward

On June 1, 2017, Arlington Baptist College will become
Arlington Baptist University.
The name change becomes official on June 1, and ABU
will commemorate the event on the first day of its
fall classes, August 21. At 9:30 a.m. the university will
celebrate its name change and other exciting events
happening on its campus located at 3001 W. Division
St. Not only will ABU be unveiling its new name, but
the school will also be celebrating the grand opening
of its new recreation room and breaking ground for the
remodeling of its student union building.
According to Vice President of Academics Janie Taylor,
“In conjunction with the name change, Arlington Baptist
University has organized its bachelor’s and master’s
programs into ‘schools’ rather than divisions.” The use of
schools more specifically organizes ABU’s programs by
purpose, which will enhance and grow the individual
programs within each school. Each school is directed by
a department chair from within the school.

Publication Graphics and
Layout by James Tyler

Arlington Baptist University offers students a full
campus experience to prepare them for life through the
following:
• 15-to-1 student-faculty ratio
• Competitive, flat-rate tuition
• ABHE accredited
• Intercollegiate athletics in four sports
• Christian world view throughout the curriculum
• Christian Community Service as part of student life
• Chapel services designed for spiritual development
• Scenic campus on highest point in Tarrant County
• Convenient proximity to both Dallas & Ft. Worth

ABU’s four undergraduate schools include the School of
Business, School of Education, School of Interdisciplinary
Studies, and School of Ministry. Its two graduate schools
include the School of Theology and School of Education.
Additionally, each school of both ABU’s Bachelor’s and
Master’s programs offers a variety of degree options.

In a recent ranking by Top Education Degrees, Arlington
Baptist University has been identified as one of the 50
Most Affordable Small Colleges for a Master’s in Education.
Arlington Baptist University came in at #3.

And ABU continues to move forward in its plans
for expansion. President D. L. Moody is working in
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cooperation with the Arlington Police Department to
add a concentration in Criminal Justice to our current
Interdisciplinary program. This addition would serve
students who are interested in seeking careers in law
enforcement. According to Dr. Moody, “Our desire at
ABU is to populate our city, state, country, and world
with men and women who are committed to a Christian
worldview and are academically prepared to serve
Christ effectively both within and without the walls of
the church.”

Nomination-Resolution elected
from the floor – Alan Harris

Founded in 1927 when Dr. J. Frank
Norris, pastor of the First Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, Texas, launched
the Fundamental Bible Institute
to offer a plan of systematic Bible
study via radio and correspondence,
Arlington Baptist University exists
today as a four-year Bible University
committed to the spiritual, academic,
and personal growth of its students.
Under the leadership of the current
president Dr. Danny L. “D. L.” Moody,
ABU offers 18 undergraduate degree
programs and 4 master’s degree
programs. The institution follows
a goal to equip students to be
Worldchangers, to have a profound
effect on both this generation and
the next. To learn more visit www.
arlingtonbaptistcollege.edu or call us
at 817.461.8741.
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The Making of a
Worldchanger
can quickly fill our campus with students whom God has created for
a purpose, has a place for them to serve and shine, and desires to use
in a variety of arenas, means, and levels of society to CHANGE THE
WORLD.

Dr. D.L. Moody

President
Arlington Baptist College

2. Pour in Scripture

The Making of a Worldchanger

Of the thousands of books that exist on the campus of ABU, there is
ONE that is preeminent… The Word of God. Every course is taught
from a Christian world-view; every instructor is a born-again believer;
and every student is bombarded with encouragement to study the
Scriptures, develop Spiritually, and share the Savior. At ABU, the Bible
is taught to be the “final authority for faith and practice” in every area
of life and in every discipline of study. A business studies major must
also learn the Bible; an education major must also be educated in
the Scriptures; an interdisciplinary graduate must have discipleship
training; and of course, every Christian ministry major must know the
Christ of both Old and New Testament.

The motto for Arlington Baptist University is “Preparing Worldchangers.”
Listen to the words of our Savior as He addressed ALL BELIEVERS:
Matthew 5:13-16
13. Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be
cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.
14. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
15. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
16. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

In a world where students are being taught that “no absolutes exist,”
we are seeking to pour into these students the knowledge of the
existence of absolutes and that these absolutes are established in
and by the Word of God. We will never CHANGE THE WORLD unless
the very foundation of that change is the BIBLE.

Without a doubt, Jesus is teaching His followers to be agents of change
in the world in which they live. The influence of the life of the believer
is to permeate his surroundings for both the good of his community
and for the glory of God. Each believer’s influence should be exhibited
both within and without the walls of the church. In His remarkable
“Intercessory Prayer” of John 17, Jesus prayed for His disciples:

3. Ignite a Passion
A huge and obvious difference in Arlington Baptist University from
many institutions of higher learning is that at ABU, the educational
process includes not only quality, academic instruction, but also
impassioned appeals to follow and fall in love with Jesus Christ. The
“Servant-Model” of Jesus is presented as the path to true success in
life and ministry. We teach our students that when Jesus Christ is
lifted up, by word or action, He will “draw all men unto me” as He said.

John 17:15-18
15. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
thou shouldest keep them from the evil.
16. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
17. Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.
18. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them
into the world.

I pray that God will instill into every student of ABU, the attitude of a
servant, the devotion of a soldier, and the passion of a soul-winner.

What Jesus is teaching in these and many other passages is what we
mean by the word Worldchanger.

4. Turn Them Loose

ABU is approaching this task with an eternally serious attitude. The souls
of men depend on our success; the course of our nation can be affected
by our success; the darkness of an unbelieving world can be lifted by
ABU successfully preparing men and women to be the salt and light that
Jesus has called for.

I have full confidence in the ability of the Holy Spirit of God to lead
our graduates where God would have them go, get them employed
in the work He has called them to do, and use their gifts, skills,
training, and passions to have a positive impact…salt and light…to
CHANGE THE WORLD.

Here is the recipe we are committed to:

Whenever I have the privilege of visiting with a graduate of our school
and hear the stories of how God is using them in their ministry, my
chest swells with pride in knowing that I have been given the blessed
opportunity to be a part in the making of this servant of God…
Preparing WORLDCHANGERS!

1. Search Out Students
We need students! Lots of students! Students who feel called to
full-time, Christian Ministry AND students who feel called to serving
Jesus in what might be called a “secular job.” (I do not like this term…I
believe that for the Christian there is no distinction between the
spiritual and the secular.) We will get these students through our
on-going recruitment efforts, advertisements, student incentives,
and the powerful influence of recommendation of ABU to potential
enrollees by great friends like you. I have no doubt that together we

I unapologetically ask you to help us recruit students; tell everyone
you know about the work and ministry of ABU. Churches, send us
your graduates! Support ABU financially with a special offering and/
or through monthly giving. We live in a big world that needs many
changes…help us PREPARE WORLDCHANGERS.
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Refreshed and Renewed
It was so encouraging to see
churches and pastors of the
World
Baptist
Fellowship
gather for our national spring
meeting on the campus of
Rick Washburn Jr.
Arlington Baptist University.
President
Hilltop Conference 2017 was
World Baptist Fellowship
encouraging, uplifting and
challenging. Our thanks go
out to Dr. D.L. Moody, as well as the ABU faculty, staff
and students, for an amazing job organizing the event,
scheduling speakers and workshops, and preparing the
way for us to spend this refreshing week on campus.

World Baptist Fellowship

One of the greatest blessings to me was seeing multiple
generations of pastors, missionaries, church members,
and current students getting engaged, focused and
renewed in our mission to partner together to plant
churches across the country and around the world. It is
always a blessing to see friends and fellow servants of
God, but there is nothing like sensing the presence of
God, and allowing Him to align our hearts with His heart in
reaching all generations, cultures and people groups. The
Great Commission can only be accomplished when we
have a cross-cultural vision and burden, and when we are
seriously committed to partnering together as churches
around the message of the Cross.

One Night, One Mission was a beautiful example of local
churches partnering together to eliminate a people group
from the list of “unreached” peoples of the world. Praise
God!
The work ahead is challenging, but as we align our hearts
with God around His mission and purpose, we will see Him
do amazing things for His glory. I invite you to partner
with us in this cause. Begin making plans now, perhaps
even sharing costs with a fellow pastor or church, to attend
the Fall national meeting at Southpoint Baptist Church in
Jacksonville, Florida (October 16-18, 2017). Pastor Terry
Collins and his amazing church have a passion for the
Kingdom of God and for encouraging God’s servants. Will
you join us?
Have you ever asked God, “Why is this happening?” But more specifically,
have you ever wondered, “Why is this happening now?” One of the greatest
areas in which our faith is put to the test is when it comes to God’s timing in
our life. The issue of God’s time is at the very heart of the Christian’s journey
of faith. In God’s Time tackles some of these gripping life questions, as Rick
Washburn, Jr., looks at key individuals and events in biblical history, and
challenges us to trust that God is who He says He is, and that He will do
what He says He will do, in each of our lives.

Thank you to all who gave recommendations on
improving the proposed Constitution of the World Baptist
Fellowship. The WBF Officers and Board of Directors
decided to postpone the vote while we make the minor
changes that will strengthen and clarify the Constitution.
We are committed to finding ways to unite churches,
pastors and missionaries around our common mission,
and to lead in specific efforts and projects that will make
an eternal difference.
I challenge pastors around our country to launch or
strengthen their local and regional partnerships, and share
with us specific ministries and efforts that we, as a national
fellowship, can rally around and support. Imagine the
impact of hundreds of churches uniting around a church
planter, outreach effort, or mission project, through
financial support and church volunteers. The recent
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Heartbeat Of The WBF
By
Marjorie Moffitt
The week for the WBF annual meeting came and went
too fast. I always enjoy going into the tea garden to meditate
and pray before each day’s program. It’s especially a joy to visit
with the women during the ladies meeting, and Susan McNeil
encouraged us all with the program she presented this year.
It’s always special to visit with pastors who come from all over
the country, and Pastor Rick Henry took the time to visit with
me. Let me share a little bit about him.
He grew up in the Mansfield Baptist Temple, and when he
was sixteen years of age, his youth director led him to Christ.
After graduation he attended Bowlingreen State University in
Ohio. When he was nineteen years old he attended a revival
meeting, and it was there that he surrendered his life to Christ
for full time service. In January of 1971 he enrolled in the Bible
Baptist Seminary in Arlington, Texas , met Anita, and they were
engaged in March and married in 1972. There’s nothing slow
about that boy!

While they were at Calvary , their first son, Chad, was
born. He now lives in Jacksonville, FL with his wife and three
children. Bro. Rick worked the bus ministry, in the print shop
and any other area he could help until he graduated in May of
1974. It was there that he was ordained. The year before, in
1973, Bro. Weldon Spracklen approached him about coming
to work for him in his church after he graduated, so he and
Anita went to Michigan and worked for him for three years
until God called him and Anita to go to Sioux Falls, South
Dakota in 1977 to pastor the Eastside Baptist Church. It was
there that their second son, Jeremy, was born. He now lives in
Charlotte, North Carolina with his wife and two children. Bro.

When I asked him what motivated him more than
anything, he quickly replied, “Missions”. Missions is the
heartbeat of their church. He loves serving on the WBF
Missions Committee helping missionaries get to their fields.
Another love of his is their Bethel Youth Camp in Northern
Michigan directed by Bro. Brad Smith, who has served there
for twenty two years. It’s a great place to just get away for a
bit. They also rent their facilities out should you want to take
a group there for camp or special events. He also loves to golf,
fish and hunt. He got his pilot’s license when he was sixteen
years of age, so that’s another love of his life.
Dr. Earl Oldham, Emil Balliet, and Dr. Weldon Spracklen
have influenced him most in his life. He praised God for them,
and owes a huge debt of gratitude to them and the professors
at BBS for his Bible training. His prayer is that he will use that
training to win the lost to Jesus, and be able to encourage
Christians to find the joy of service through their church. If you
would like to visit them sometime, they are located at 44500
Cherry Hill Road in Canton, Michigan. Their phone number is
734.981.6460. Without a doubt you’ll receive a blessing by
attending and getting to know these wonderful people.

PRAY FOR OUR
MISSIONARY WIDOWS
3
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While they were in school they attended the Calvary
Baptist Church in Grand Prairie, TX. Anita is an accomplished
pianist. From the time she was a little girl she played the piano
for her Dad for years when he preached, so it was a given that
when she came to BBS that she played for different groups,
as well as the Choralaires when they sang. She was always
involved in some way with music programs at the church until
she had the first of her three strokes. She is doing much better
now, but no longer plays. She’s an avid reader and loves being
with their grandchildren.

Rick’s daughter, Chantel, was also born there during that time.
She now lives in Grand Blank, Michigan with her husband and
two children.
In 1984 he was asked to come to Bay City, Michigan to
pastor the Bethel Baptist Church. He served there until 1987
when he took time off from pastoring to work in business for
a while. He helped two other churches during this time off.
In 2009 He was called to serve as Administrative Pastor at the
First Baptist Church of Canton. In 2015 he became the Senior
Pastor. He feels so honored to serve this great church with his
fantastic staff. “We’re all just like family.” He’s looking forward
to the time when they can again host the WBF Semi-Annual
Meeting.
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ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN
In 1 Corinthians chapter 9 the Apostle Paul gave a short description
of his method of missionary work: 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 For
though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto
all, that I might gain the more. 20 And unto the Jews I became as a
Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as
under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 21 To
them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law
to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are
without law. 22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain
the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means
save some.
One thing is certain as we study the life of Paul: HE NEVER CHANGED
HIS MESSAGE! No matter where he was or what his audience was,
he always preached the true Gospel of salvation. There would
never be a compromise with his message.
Paul did, however, change his method of presenting the Gospel
based on the ones to whom he was preaching. He wrote, “To the
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews:…” As a Pharisee,
he would enter the synagogues and, as was his right, take the Old
Testament Scriptures and expound them, showing forth that Jesus
is the Messiah and King of the Jews. His message was many times
rejected but he never backed down from declaring the truth of the
Gospel to the Jews. “To them that are under the law, as under the
law, that I might gain them that are under the law”. Paul was many
times accused of breaking the Old Testament Law because of his
ministry to the Gentiles, but he was able to truthfully state that “as
touching the Law I am blameless” (Philippians chapter 3). His great
controversy with those who maintained that Gentile believers
must also accept and be under submission to the ceremonial law
is the subject matter of the Epistle to the Galatians, in which he
dogmatically proclaimed that salvation was all of Grace and not
by the works of the Law. This controversy led to the Conference in
Jerusalem where it was definitely established and accepted by the
church that Gentile believers did not have to become Jews in order
to be saved.
To the Gentiles who were not under the ceremonial law, he was
“without law”, although he made it clear that he was under the
law to Christ. He wholeheartedly preached the Gospel of Grace
to the Gentile world and urged all who heard him to place their
trust in Christ as Lord and Saviour. To those who were weak, he
sympathized with their weakness and wrote in I Corinthians 8 of
the necessity of upholding and supporting the weaker brother,
even if it meant giving up some of his personal rights as a believer.
In short, Paul declared that he was made all things to all men that
he might win them to Christ?

that the Gospel message must never change. It is the same in every
language and every culture under heaven. To do anything else is to
compromise the truth of the Gospel. There is now, and has always
been, only one way of Salvation. It is by grace through Faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Any other presentation is a false gospel.
Methods, however, at times need to be changed to reach a people
with the Gospel, even as Paul used different methods. Biblical
Christianity is not necessarily “American” Christianity. Methods of
the presentation of the True Gospel may have to change depending
on the culture of the people to whom we carry the Gospel. For
example, there is no Biblical mandate that Sunday School must be
at 10:00 A. M. on Sunday morning. Due to Sundays being market
day in many third world countries, it might work much better to
have Sunday School at 5:00 P. M. In Colombia we had one mission
church that met only on Tuesday evenings due to the schedule
of our other works. We had a “Sunday School” class at 6:30 P. M.
followed by a preaching service.
Missionaries in different countries have used different methods
to reach the people. We had a friend in Bogota, Colombia who
started his work by giving free English lessons. Many college age
young people came for the lessons. However, in order to receive
their English lesson they first had to sit through an hour of Bible
Study. Many were won and a strong church was founded. Some
missionaries have an Evangelistic campaign and begin their work
with those who respond during the campaign. Some rent a
building, put up a sign and then try to find the people. We always
found it best in our work to begin with home Bible studies that
then led to the formation of a New Testament Church. Some
missionaries use sports to attract young people and then win them
to Christ. Others use Bible clubs to reach children and then their
families.
In conclusion, we must make it very clear that the Message of
the Gospel never changes. It is the same for a Mexican, Brazilian,
Colombian, Indonesian or any other person. Methods sometimes
have to change in order to reach
people. We must be willing to
be “made all things to all men” in
order to reach them for Christ.

Tommy Raley

Director Emeritus/
Mission Representative

How do these truths apply to today’s missionary and the lost who
need to be won to Christ. It is apparent from the study of Scripture
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“To Hear That They Walk In Truth”
I would imagine that most every parent desires for their
child to excel in character and behavior as they enter
adulthood. My wife and I have had the privilege of
watching our girls grow into godly young ladies who
love the Lord and excel (by God’s grace) in life. When
the day comes for them to leave home (although I’m not
quite ready for that) we will long to hear that they are still
serving the Lord and walking in truth. I believe that to be
a reasonable desire parents should have for their children.
In the Apostle John’s third epistle, he wrote to a man
named Gaius, “I have no greater joy than to hear that
my children walk in truth.” John was not referring to
biological children, but rather spiritual children – those to
whom he had ministered and whom he had taught the
Word of God. Gaius was one of those spiritual “children” of
whom John was very proud. And just as John rejoiced to
hear that Gaius was walking (living) in the truth of God’s
word, so does the spiritual leader today rejoice to hear
those who have been taught the Word of God continue
walking in that truth.
One of the things I admire and appreciate about
missionaries is how they keep in touch with the people
they have ministered to throughout the years. Even retired
missionaries often maintain regular communication with
churches they had a part in planting throughout their
missionary service. The “end goal” of missionary service
is what we call “indigenous (native) church planting”
in which a local church is established on a foreign field,
and becomes self-governing, self-supporting, and selfreproducing in the hands of the national people. This
is the concept of Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8. The
Apostle Paul conveyed this idea to Timothy in II Timothy
2:2 “And the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach other also.” Paul would rejoice
to hear that Timothy walked in truth, and Timothy in turn
could rejoice when those he taught would later continue
to walk in truth. Pastors rejoice when they hear of former
church members who may have moved to a different
geographical location but continue to walk in truth.
Youth pastors rejoice when that young person becomes
an adult and is serving the Lord, walking in truth. And
missionaries rejoice when those whom they have taught
the truth of God’s Word are teaching others as they walk
in truth.

on the truth being committed to faithful men, “who shall
be able to teach others also.” One of the most exciting
ministries across mission fields today is the local Bible
Institute. This is a place where surrendered servants are
learning to teach others the truth that has been committed
to them. And I am happy to report to you that there are
churches and individuals across the world today who we
hear are still walking in truth because of the prayers and
financial support of God’s people. As you read various
prayer letters from missionaries, pay close attention to
those reports of: churches that are still going, Christians
who are still growing, and servants who are still training.
What a blessing it is to hear of those who continue to walk
in truth.
It’s always good to receive a call, email, or Facebook
message from someone we have invested in, and to hear
that they are walking in truth. But what a day it will be
when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ, and
we SEE (maybe for the first time) the countless individuals
who trusted the truth and walked in truth as a result of
our mission efforts empowered by the Holy Spirit. That
will literally be a “crowning” moment, and God will receive
all the glory.
As we invest in the lives of people (both locally and
globally), may our prayer be that they “walk in truth.”
For it is the truth which will make them free (John 8:3132). And it is that truth that endures to all generations
(Psalm 100:5). Keith Green was quoted as saying, “This
generation of Christians is responsible for this generation
of souls on earth.” We have the inspired and preserved
truth of God to give to this generation. May we be faithful
so that one day we will hear that they “walk in truth.”

Joey Bacon

Mission Director

The propagation of the gospel is in a great way dependent
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Just
Thoughts

Missionaries
and their

Finances
Finances are a very delicate and personal
subject for most all people and for the
missionary as well. How does a first term
missionary know how much money he
David Schembera
needs to raise to live and minister in the
country to which God has directed him
Asst. Mission Director
to go? There are so many variables to
WBF Mission Agency
that question, and many circumstances
must be taken into consideration. Cost
of living varies greatly from country to
country. Also, whether the missionary is going to live in a big city, a suburb, or in
the country makes a difference. I will list some things to consider when evaluating
the needs of a missionary. The World Baptist Fellowship Mission Agency “Practices
and Principles” [pages 23-26] explains the minimum amount and use of finances
for each missionary. This publication is available at request from the WBF Mission
Office and also available on the WBFI Website (WBFI.net.)

As I share my thoughts today
we have just celebrated
Mother’s Day. This is not the
Linda Raley
only time of the year I think
WBF Mission Agency
about and miss my mom.
Years after her graduation
to heaven I would hear
something about the family
or just something funny and think, “I need to call
Mom and tell her about this.”

The Mission Committee has established certain financial guidelines for those who
are accepted as missionary personnel. Since there are many differences in rent
and work fund on various fields, there can be no hard-fast rule as to the exact
amount of support they will need. The personal support for a couple is $3,000
and for a single it is $2,000 per month. Then rent and work expenses which
include such things as utilities for both home and mission building and rent
on mission building, automobile expenses, language school tuition, children’s
schooling tuition, printing and postage, literature needs, expenses in beginning a
new work, and other expenses pertaining to the work. So there are many things to
consider: WBF Missionary health insurance, transportation fund needs (the adult
must put back from monthly support for their return passage.), Life insurance,
social security, and retirement is to be considered before leaving for the field.

There are so many ways that a mother makes and
molds her children. Through our formative years
she begins to shape the blueprint of their lives. I
can truthfully say that many times through my first
eighteen years I did not understand the rules and
guidelines that took place in my life. As a normal
teenager I had my own ideas about how to dress,
where to go and many other things.

The Personal Support may vary. A single missionary requires less personal
support than a family with 2 or more. If it is a couple going to the field without
children compared to a missionary with 2 or more children, it just costs more for
the larger family. The personal support includes tithes, food, personal needs,
incidental furnishings of the home, and other personal expenses like Social
Security, life insurance and retirement, federal income taxes and many other
things. The personal support is reviewed from time to time as the needs arise.

I was very blessed to have a mother who was strong
in Biblical principles and did her best to instill them in
me and in my brothers. There was no staying home or
going somewhere else when it was church time. Her
attitude about faithfulness did impress us. Today I
wouldn’t think of just staying out of church or making
plans that didn’t include attending my church or
visiting another one.

The Work Fund expenses include such items as utilities on both the personal
family house and on the mission building, automobile expenses, automobile
insurance, language expenses, children’s tuition, printing and postage, literature
needs, expenses in beginning a new work, and other expenses pertaining to the
work. A veteran missionary with multiple missions and churches, a bible institute,
a youth camp, orphanage, school, etc. may need more work fund than the first
term missionary.

The well-used passage in Proverbs 31 comes to mind
when I think of my mom. She was strong, had a good
business mind and she took care of her family. She
was not highly educated in a formal manner but
learned mostly by experience. It was difficult when
both Mom and Dad were gone and there was no real
home to gather in for holidays.

WBF Mission Agency

Transportation Funds – Adult missionary personnel must raise monthly support
for their return passage. The amount needed is based on the cost of return passage
divided by the number of months the missionary personnel are to be on the field.
As you can calculate from the above list, it takes a great deal of money to get to
the field and support the family and have sufficient funds to pay all the work fund
items. It took only a year for me to raise sufficient funds for everything; however,
I only needed to raise $1,400 (personal support). Today a typical missionary must
spend 2 - 3 years or more to gain full support. Why? It takes so much more than it
did in the 1970’s. Also, many churches don’t have services on Sunday night and
most pastors don’t necessarily want a missionary on Wednesday night because
the number of attendees is very low. It makes it so difficult for the missionary to
get into a lot of churches every month. If every church that invites a missionary
in would begin supporting the new missionary, it would take a lot less time on
the deputation trail. Sometimes the missionary gets discouraged because he
cannot fill his calendar with opportunities to present his burden in churches. This
dilemma has been ongoing with no definite answer at this time to raise prayer and
personal support. Everyone needs to be sensitive to the needs of the missionary.
But then if a church has a worldwide vision to establish churches on the foreign
field, the pastor may get 2 to 5 calls from missionaries weekly wanting to come and
present, and he can’t invite them all.

Mom definitely fit verse ten of Proverbs thirty-one.
She was a priceless, virtuously lady. I give praise
to my heavenly Father for giving me a mother who
cared enough about her children to live a good
example before them. She was an inspiration to her
grandchildren as well.
As I look back over my life with her I see now so many
more attributes than I recognized during my first
eighteen years. She had to have had the patience of
Job to raise someone just as strong willed as she was.
She will always be my mentor in my memories of her.
I would definitely “rise up and call her blessed”.

I’ve heard that “God doesn’t necessarily call the qualified, He qualifies the called.” It
takes both missionary and supporters to get to the field. Then the missionary can
do all he can to see lost souls come to the saving knowledge of the Savior. We all
should be in this great work together. It will be worth it all when we stand before
the Master to give report on what has been accomplished; it will be worth it all:
1 Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor
is not in vain in the Lord.”
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Stella Mayo…a Champion

MOVING ON BUT NOT GONE!

by Wendell Hiers

The 1968 World Baptist
Fellowship Candidate Seminar
consisted of five applicants, one
of these couples was Shelby and
Stella Mayo. On March 17, 1970
(47 years to the date of Stella’s
home going) Stella and Shelby
arrived in Indonesia. The years
that followed saw Shelby and
Stella serving in New Zealand, Singapore, and Hawaii. Stella
was preceded in death by her much-loved husband and her
son, Dwight Mayo.
Almost four years ago I had the honor of coming to Arlington
Baptist University as an employee. I began working in Admissions
and Recruiting. I served with great expectations of helping the
college that poured so much into my life as a freshman so many
years ago. I was eager to repay the place that shaped me into
the man and minister I am today. You see, I had a great view from
the platform of the most recent graduation of Patriot Nation. You
see these graduates for the most part were all freshmen when I
arrived on campus four years ago. I listened with great excitement
as I listened for their names to be called out by Vice-President of
Academic Affairs. Not only did I witness them walking across the
stage, I could see some of the parents and spouses of these 2017
graduates. I have no doubt they will be “WORLD CHANGERS” for
the cause of Christ in their respective fields of education.

Stella, was a mirror of strength and endurance. She had the
temperance of quality steel, and was a mix of many sterling
qualities. Foremost among those qualities was her willingness
to assume burdens of a missionary wife. She was a lady who
took pride in her responsibilities, delighting in the opportunity
to serve her family and her God. She never faced her problems
resentfully, as though there was no escape. Stella was a
tender, gentle, kind, generous, and patient woman devoted to
the care and protection of those things she held dear.
The Dash
By Linda Ellis

Sadly, effective May 31st I am stepping down as Vice-President
of Student Affairs. The title is a fancy name for Dean of Students.
This position has allowed me to minister in so many ways. Some
would say it is an office that deals with discipline. That is true!
However, that is a SMALL part of my responsibilities. By the way,
have there been discipline issues? Of course there have but no
different than when I was a student or as Lavonda and I served as
dorm parents in the 90’s. I am not stepping down because of the
college. No, I am stepping down to pastor the church I love full
time. I LOVE ARLINGTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY. The students and
staff have impacted my life. They have demonstrated a love for
Christ on so many levels.

I read of a man who stood to speak
At the funeral of a friend
He referred to the dates on her tombstone
From the beginning…to the end.
He noted that first came the date of her birth
And spoke of the following date with tears,
But he said what mattered most of all
Was the dash between those years.

As I met with Dr. Moody one final time I assured him I would
continue to be involved as a pastor of a church in the metroplex.
Does the College look the same as when I was a student? The
answer is NO. No, but the impact of the college is far reaching
because of the diversity of our students and the diversity of our
academic offerings. I have spent the last four years of my life
loving on students in a variety of ways. Thus, I may be MOVING
ON from my daily drive to campus but I will not MOVE ON from
supporting my UNIVERSITY. I LOVE PATRIOT NATION! I can’t wait
to see what God does in the years to come. I will continue to pray
for Dr. Moody and the hard-working team at ABU!

For it matter not, how much we own,
The cars…the house…the cash.
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.
So, when your eulogy is being read,
With your life’s actions to rehash…
Would you be proud of the things they say
About how you spent your dash?

GO PATRIOTS!
Richard Koons
Lead Pastor
SouthPOINTE Baptist Church
Arlington, Texas

Stella Mayo spent her dash admirably. She possessed an
intensity for achieving God’s goals for her life, a drive that came
not so much from the physical source as from the spirit and
attitude that carried her toward God’s goal for her life. Stella
Mayo was a champion.
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Arlington Baptist College

For that dash represents all the time
That she spent alive on earth.
And now only those who loved her
Know what that little line is worth.
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Cause we’re wild & crazy about students

The

S T UD E NT S E C TION

Written by: Stephen Kirkwood
Student Pastor

A Look at Leadership

He stooped down and began to write on the ground. A lot of
speculation has been made about what Jesus wrote on the
ground that day, but I don’t think that really matters. I think
what matters is what He said, “He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her.” (John 8:7). It was the Word
of God that pierced their consciences and caused them to
retreat. After everyone was gone, then Jesus began to deal
with the woman and her sin. Jesus looked at her and said,
“Neither do I condemn thee:” (vs. 11). You see, Jesus loved and
cared for this woman enough to not publicly get after her or
shame her for her actions. Jesus chose to love on her, rather
than lash out at her.

Many of us have probably jokingly used the phrase, “Ministry
would be great if it weren’t for all the people”, at some point in
our ministry tenure. Let’s face it, ministry is hard. Working with
people is hard. Dealing with multiple personality types is hard.
Confronting sin is hard.
I have been put in difficult situations over the years and in some
of those times, I did the right thing and saw the right outcome.
Other times, I have done the wrong thing and suffered through
the wrong outcomes. I have read a lot of ministry books over the
years and tried to learn how to deal with different issues within
the scope of ministry, but I have learned the most by studying the
life of Jesus to see how he led people through difficult situations.
One such incident is recorded in John 8. Jesus was teaching in
the temple on this particular day when the scribes and Pharisees
brought in a woman who was caught in adultery and questioned
Jesus with what to do with her. They said, “Master, this woman
was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law
commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest
thou?” (John 8:4-5).

3. Leaders Must Be ConsistentJesus did not overlook her sin. Jesus was not being inconsistent
with what Scripture said about sin. He told her, “go , and sin
no more.” (vs. 11). By being considerate and compassionate,
Jesus was able to lead this woman to be more consistent in
her lifestyle. What benefit would there have been in publicly
scrutinizing her and punishing her? Would her life have
changed? Would she be able to move forward and show the
power of a life changed by Jesus? What about the on lookers
that day? What would they have learned? Would they leave
to live a life consistent with Scripture out of a love for Jesus
(freedom), or would they have strived to follow a set of rules so
as to not be publicly punished in the same manner (bondage)?
As leaders, we need to be consistent with Scripture, but do it
with compassion and consideration.

Jesus’ response in this situation, gives us a good look at
leadership… Notice:
1. Leaders Must Be ConsiderateThis was neither the time nor the place for judgment. To
interrupt Jesus’ teachings was disrespectful and to bring a
woman who was caught “in the very act” of adultery into the
temple was inappropriate. However, Jesus did not get caught
up in the moment but was considerate of the woman, the
situation, and those who were watching.

Is Jesus a Just, Holy, & Righteous God? Yes. Will He allow
sin to go unpunished? Of course not. However, Jesus is a
Consistent, Compassionate, and Considerate God who
desires that people follow Him out of a love for Him, not a
fear of Him. Our job as leaders is to teach people that God
loves them enough to cover & pay for their sins, not to call
out & punish their sins.

As we deal with situations in ministry, it’s important that we
remain considerate of people, their issues, and those who
may be watching our actions. They say that life is 10% of what
happens to you, 90% how you respond to what happens to
you. Let’s make sure we respond like Jesus- considerately.
2. Leaders Must Be CompassionateAfter being abruptly confronted with this difficult situation,
Jesus never lost His composure. Instead, the Bible says that
The Fundamentalist / Summer 2017
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Schisms, Preference, Conviction
(Romans 14:1-6; I Corinthians 8:1-13)
by Wendell Heirs

“Independent Baptists multiply by division.” I first heard that
statement made by an elderly West Texas pastor in a chapel
service of the Bible Baptist Seminary in the decade of the
fifties. If you do the math in this church age, when we ought
to be adding and multiplying, we are subtracting and dividing.
Disharmony among God’s people, including Independent
Baptists, is at epidemic levels. Satan’s plan has always been to
divide and conquer, and this even goes beyond the local church.
Denominationalism is everywhere. And Independent Baptists,
which don’t consider themselves as part of a denomination,
might as well be, as they are disjointed and disconnected like
none other. The unsaved world sees this, is confused, and the
devil is in high spirits.
This dilemma is not new. It is to be found all through the Bible,
and church history. The Corinthians (I Corinthians 1:11-12),
the Galatians (Galatians 5:15), and the Philippians (Philippians
4:1-2) all faced this catch-22. This age old problem is still with
us today. We divide not over doctrine, but over arguable gray
areas.
Eating meat offered to idols was an issue in Paul’s day, and was
debatable. The meat was likely offered to idols, and so was
discounted, since idols don’t eat. In studying this question “to
eat or not to eat meat offered to idols” (I Corinthians 8:1-13),
there are two problems that needed the application of love
and edification. The first issue (vs.1-6) was the Achilles’ heel
of intellect. Knowledge left alone can lead to pride. Many
of the Corinthian believers had gotten the knowledge right.
They are mature in what they know, and we are encouraged
to grow in our understanding (2 Peter 3:18). However, they
were adolescent when it comes to their demonstration of love.
You see knowledge left on its own can make one arrogant.
Understanding without the balance of love (I Corinthians 13),
and we become egotistical and overconfident.
I think Paul wanted the more mature Corinthians to see the
bigger picture when addressing their problem. Someone
has described knowledge as the process of passing from the
unconscious state of ignorance to the conscious state of
ignorance. True knowledge is the recognition that we don’t
have it altogether; that our knowledge, even our biblical
knowledge, is inadequate. There is always more to be learned.
While some Corinthians were on target in their knowing that
food offered to idols had no significance in their relationship
with the Lord; they forgot to be considerate of weaker believers
who were former worshippers of idols. They were not to use
their freedom (knowledge) to offend, confuse or weaken a
brother or sister in the Lord.

another truth that is to be considered.
Like the Corinthians, we are all required to act in faith. “And
he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not
of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23).
As a young Christian in my teen years I was taught: When in
doubt, don’t. That counsel still governs my life today. In our
text Paul tells us to receive, “Him that is weak in the faith….” The
exception to this would be in the area of biblical compromise.
There is an area of core beliefs, fundamentals of the faith that
are non-negotiable.
For several years while serving in the Amazon area of Brazil, God
led us to work among a segment of the Maué Indian tribe. Their
preference was segregated seating in the church, women and
young children on one side and the men and older boys on the
other. I didn’t have a biblical principal to change that. However,
it was believed that twin babies were an omen of bad luck, and
twins would often be left to die. I did have a biblical principal
against this preferential belief.
One thing I feel I’ve learned from Romans 14 and I Corinthian
8, is that it is more important for me to restrict my individual
freedom and to build up a fellow believer. More exactly, I
should never allow myself to influence a fellow believer to do
anything that the Holy Spirit is protecting them from. You see,
my freedom is observed in the giving up of my rights, not in
the demand to exercise them. When we see the priority of life
together in the church or our Fellowship, we must see each
other in the way God sees us, as objects of His love.
Jesus said to the church, “A new commandment I give unto you,
That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,
if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34-35). Love is always
to be the rule. May we never forget “Knowledge puffeth up, but
charity edifieth.”
The Civil War was the bloodiest in American history. And civil war
is what Satan wants to occur in the church and any fellowship
of churches. When the world sees in-fighting in our midst, they
laugh us off, and we give them excuse not to believe. Paul
seems to sum up the whole affair when he says, “Wherefore, if
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the
world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”
If you can do something for the glory of God with a clear
conscience, then go for it. But if there are any reservations, if it
bothers you, if there is any uncertainty in your spirit, then don’t.
Otherwise, thank God for t-bone steak, if you can; if not, try to
thank Him for Brussels sprouts.

Paul makes it clear that the objective reality for the mature
Corinthian believer is that the idols do not exist, but for the
new believer who had been saved from them, they are real. The
subjective reality for these new Corinthian believers, the idol
gods are accessible. Paul underlines a truth here supporting
the stronger Corinthian believer’s line of reasoning. One was no
worse if the meat were eaten, and no better if it was not eaten.
Morally speaking this was neutral ground. However, there is

Wendell Heirs
Editor
Fundamentalist

9

The Fundamentalist / Summer 2017

day at a time. It is so rewarding and encouraging to
hear their gratitude, or to read their “thank you” cards.

THE MISSIONS CORNER

At times church members may not see the funds used
to purchase or maintain a mission house as “missions
giving,” or as helpful as giving a love offering to a
missionary. But I can say from personal experience,
and through hundreds of testimonies I have heard,
when you invest in a mission house, you are being a
direct blessing to a missionary and his or her family.

The Blessing
of a
Mission House

Rick Washburn Jr.

Pastor
Vandalia Baptist Temple
Vandalia, OH

@rickwashburnjr

WBF Mission Agency

While my wife and I were serving as missionaries in
southern Spain, our pastor led our home church to
purchase a beautiful home next door to the church,
to be used as a mission house. It was a financial
step of faith, but our pastor loves missionaries and
always sought to find ways to be a blessing to them.
That house became our home on more than one
furlough, as we traveled around the country visiting
our supporting churches. When God brought my
family back to the United States to pastor our sending
church, the mission house was our home once again,
as we transitioned into a house of our own.
As a missionary, I was so thankful for churches that
offered us a private place to stay, without the cost of
a hotel, or the lack of privacy of staying in someone’s
home. Some churches provided a room in their
building, others had a furnished apartment, and
others a fully furnished house. Yes, some experiences
were better than others, some were better furnished
and cared for than others, but the residence itself was
such a blessing to our family, even when we were just
traveling through a town, with no scheduled meeting.
Over my past ten years as a pastor, I have had the
blessing of providing a mission house for missionaries
who visit us, or who are simply traveling through the
area. Our church’s own missionaries often use it as
“home” while they are on deputation or furlough. I
have even extended the invitation to pastors and their
families to use it as a getaway, when it is available.
Some missionaries only need to stay for a short time,
others use it as a home base or mini-vacation to catch
their breath and unload their vehicles for more than a
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If you are considering investing in a mission house or
apartment, let me give a few suggestions to consider:
1. Donated used furnishings or appliances should
be either avoided or carefully screened for
quality and working condition. Rule of thumb:
If you wouldn’t want it in your own home any
more, don’t give it to the missionaries.
2. Request honest feedback from those staying in
the mission house, to be sure that repairs can
be made in a timely manner. When no one lives
there, it is difficult to pick up on maintenance
issues.
3. Even if the residence is not “first-class” in quality,
be sure that it is cleaned well and regularly.
4. Assign someone to clean after every guest
leaves, and before every guest arrives.
5. Be attentive to the age and condition of
mattresses, sheets, towels and other items that
are used regularly. Replacing these are not
very costly at all.
6. Provide an emergency contact number for the
missionaries to use, if needed, as well as clear
instructions on what to do when they leave
(keys, linens, etc.).
7. Do everything possible to provide internet
service, especially WiFi. If anything, the kids
will thank you!
I am sure there are so many more suggestions that can
be made – just ask a missionary!
They would be glad to help you and encourage you in
a ministry project like this. The Scriptures place high
value on the ministry of hospitality, especially with
God’s traveling servants (3 John 5-8). A mission house
is a tremendous way to do so. Would you consider
investing in one?

News From The
Regions Beyond
“...behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” John 4:35
Jacques Aexandre & Marie – Haiti

Tim and Betty Hawkins – Brazil

We are back in Haiti and resuming our next term as missionaries. It
was a great reunion when we came back with many field ministry
workers, friends and especially the orphanage children and staff.
While in the States on furlough I was praying to God for funds to
purchase a piece of land to build a campus for our Bible Institute.
Funds were slow coming in and I almost gave up hopes; but in my last
conference in West Orlando Baptist Church they donated over 3/4th’s
of the needed funds, and I truly believe that God will supply the rest in
His time. It was a tremendous way to conclude our furlough. Please
pray for Pastor Moise, a Bible Institute student as he leads the church
in Leogane. This is a town in the heart of Voodoo worship in a Haiti. He
and his congregants are on fire to win souls for the Lord. Recently after teaching on true salvation,
12 people came forward and accepted Christ as Savior. Revival is taking place in a church located
on the devil’s turf. God is great, Amen! Thank you for your prayers and faithful financial support.

A few months ago, we made the decision to come to the USA for a
while for Betty’s health. She has been suffering a lot of pain in her neck
and back and her blood pressure is very high. She has gone through
extensive testing and she had surgery on April 10 on her spine and
bone fusion. They put in a titanium plate. Her blood pressure is not
doing well. Please pray for a complete recovery and that the doctors
can find a blood pressure medication that will work for her. We are
planning to return to Manaus in July if everything goes well. In February, we had our adolescent and
youth camps. Hearts and lives were touched by God’s Word and many decisions were made. The
Bible Institute in Manaus started March 6 with six new students and 7 continuing students. Pray that
God will send us more men and women to study His Word; the harvest is plenteous but the laborers
are few. Thank you for your faithfulness in prayers and support.

Bill and Mary Horton – Brazil
Our six-month Winter (Monsoon) season is in full force with record
breaking precipitation and causing much diverse sicknesses. I am doing
much better after a six-week period of flu and sinus infection problems.
Mary is suffering with something that could turn into pneumonia. We
covet your prayers for our health. The Bible Institute of the North (IBBN)
is in full swing. Mid-term exams have already been given and we are
continuing on. As the years pass we are spending much of our time
training and preparing those God has called to continue His work. The
Church of Benevides, Para called a pastor; Pastor Josias Almeda and his
family, a humble married man with two children. Pastor Jose Barros of
Vigia, Para is very ill, and in his area there is very little medical assistance. Please pray for his health.
We are deeply grateful for your faithful prayers and financial support.

Shelly Grimm – Honduras
In March and April, I have been receiving training which includes a
Caregiver’s Conference, further training as a counselor, and ladies
retreats with churches that I am visiting. It was a blessing to get to visit
a women’s ministry that reaches out to their community and to find
new training materials in Spanish. The churches I have visited have
welcomed me with open arms and blessed me more than I can say. I
am grateful for their investment in my life. One of my Bible Study girls
got married recently. Her husband is studying in the Bible Institute
and actively involved in his church. It will be neat to see how God uses
them both to serve Him now as a couple. Thank you for praying and
giving to my ministry.

Joshua McClure – Saipan
I have been told that the happiest one can be is on “cloud nine.” Well, I
feel like I’m on cloud ten. God has answered my biggest prayer request
last month. I thank you for your prayers for the Lord to provide me a wife.
I proposed to Amanda Gardner and she said ‘YES’. We are planning our
wedding for August 12, 2017 and ask your prayers as the Lord brings our
lives together in service for Him. Amanda is currently living with the Lowe
family who are missionaries in the Bahamas. Also, I am thankful for your
prayers for me and my car. Last month I reached the 300,000th mile on
the odometer and the Lord has kept it going. My support level is at 20%
and climbing. I have many appointments to complete in the next few months. I appreciate your
prayers and financial support.

Tim & Joy Guenther – New Zealand
The teens went to summer camp, then the next week we held our
“Holiday Programme (Vacation Bible School). We handed out 3,000
flyers and had many new first time visitors. Many of our church
members took days off to work and come and be a blessing. One
day I was amused by everyone, and attacked with water balloons.
We started a new Sunday School series on ‘Creation”. We will
have combined classes for this series as we look at unlocking
the mysteries of Genesis. A very interesting subject for the New
Zealanders, as they are very humanistic in their thinking. After this
study, we will be resuming our study of Bible Doctrine class. Pray
that they will learn more about the truth of God’s Word. Miss Patty
Bouillon has arrived for her first term of service. She is going to be such a blessing to work with in
CBC. My mother, Leann Guenther, needs much prayer as she was diagnosed with breast cancer;
and has had second round of surgery. Thank you for your prayers and financial support.

C D & Chloe Smith – Palau
Our last three months of deputation have included multiple meetings
in Arizona, Texas, Kansas, Tennessee, Florida, Minnesota and Illinois. We
are very grateful for the churches taking us on for support. We are at
about 65% of our support level. What a blessing to be surrendered and
busy in His service. We are looking forward to what the Lord will do
in this next busy quarter of 2017. Please pray for us as we continue
to serve Him day by day that He may accomplish His purpose in and
through us. We appreciate your prayers and financial support.

Betty Hall – Mexico
I, like the Apostle Paul have a series of thorns in the flesh: health
problems. I have health concerns including: asthma, digestive issues,
need for chiropractic adjustments, and poor eyesight. These have
limited my efforts but still I keep going as much as possible. My car had
to get some mechanical repairs. Another important prayer request
concerns my housing situation. All these things together have caused
me much added stresses. The church in Mt. Hebron has finished their
annual Pastors Conference and I was very busy preparing for this
event. During the conference, many were involved in the soul winning
events. Praise the Lord many souls made professions of faith and
twelve new believers were baptized during the Wednesday mid-week
service. On Thursday, there was a great number that surrendered to
the service of the Lord and many others rededicated their lives to serve
His purpose. The next event is our Bible Clubs which will be all over the city. Praise God the Lord
is on the move here in Monterrey. Thank you for your faithful prayers and support.

Marty and Jessie Starling – Mexico
“WOW”! This is amazing! Those were the words of a man expressed in a
recent Bible study when learning what the Scriptures truly say. He had
been a Catholic all his life and never knew what the Bible taught and is
amazed at what he is finding and understanding. We are busy talking
and witnessing to people, giving out tracts and inviting them to come
hear the Gospel. Some have come and gone while others have trusted
Christ. Last year we helped some of our families with renovation of
their homes. This proved to be a blessing to them and us. They see
that we do love them and close contact helped our conversations
about the Lord and what the Bible teaches about salvation and
spiritual growth for them. God is moving in their lives. On a recent trip
to Mexico, we learned that the church in Huachi needed a pastor as
Pastor Marcos left to start a new church in Saltillo. Pray that they seek
the right pastor. Pray for Jessie as she is recovering from double by-pass surgery. She is doing well
and recuperating. Thank you for your support and prayers.
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FRAGILE FAITH
by Julie Bacon

When the dreams for our
lives are shattered, when we think
God should explain His ways,
when we wait for the deliverance
that doesn’t come: our faith
sometimes becomes fragile.
When our prayers are
answered like we hoped and we
get a “yes” answer to our requests - we feel connected to the
Lord and our faith grows. But when the answer is “no”, when
things don’t go like we asked, when we have a vision, dream,
or plan and God seems to “crush” it, - we may feel like we
missed His will, and then our faith begins to falter. We may
even feel defeated, discouraged, that we must not be spiritual
enough, or that what we prayed for was selfish. It may seem
like we weren’t seeking Him when in reality, we were. When
disease, loss, or difficulty comes and stays in our lives, and our
prayers are not answered like we hoped, our faith can become
fragile.
According to Hebrews, faith is “the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”. Faith is
hope. We hope He will answer like we want our requests to be
answered. We hope that He will do what we think He should
do. We hope the answer will be “yes”! But our faith has to be
deeper than that. We must have more faith in Who and what
we cannot see. After all, we have faith that there is a literal
Heaven and Hell and that Jesus is the only way to Heaven
for eternity! Why can’t we have faith to believe that what He
answers is always the right answer?
We also need to remember that a delay does not mean
“no”. Joseph dreamed dreams from the Lord while he was in
his teens. His dreams came true over 10 years later. The delay
allowed God to work and move people around. At the right
moment, Joseph was exactly where he was supposed to be
and his dreams did come true. But first he had to go through
being hated by his brothers and thrown into a pit, sold as a
slave, becoming Potipher’s servant, accused of indiscretion
while remaining innocent, put in prison, and forgotten for 2
years before his dreams became reality. If anyone should have
given up, it should have been Joseph. He had every reason to
give up, doubt, and question God. But he just stayed faithful
where he was. He trusted that God knew what He was doing
and had given him the dreams, and that God would bring
them to pass in His time.

Hilltop Conference 2017
There is no better feeling than to sit among friends
enjoying great worship and a fresh Word from God! For three nights
at the Hilltop Conference, we had the privilege of sitting in the
presence of the Holy Spirit as He moved in our hearts collectively. I
am anxious to watch as God continues to motivate our ministries and
work powerfully through us. I pray we each keep our hearts open
to hear from God and experience something in our fellowship on a
grand scale! We have certainly experienced our ups and downs, but I
now see the unity of God’s people coming together and once again
picking up the mantle to do great things together for the cause of
Jesus Christ! I have no doubt that we are on the cusp of a renewed
passion and outpouring of mission-minded believers who evangelize
and disciple our world, one heart and soul at a time! If you missed this
year’s incredible conference, let me encourage you to reengage with
your fellowship and your school. Don’t allow the busyness of your life
to keep you from joining together with men and women who have
the same Kingdom mindset as you! Let us join our hands together to
pull the net for our Lord Jesus Christ!!

Maybe God has given you dreams, but you’ve yet to
see them fulfilled. Don’t quit dreaming. Keep trusting, keep
serving – He who promised is faithful. Shattered dreams don’t
have to bring fragile faith, it can bring restored faith in the One
Who gave them to us and in His perfect timing.

On Mission,
Aaron Gowens
Associate Pastor of Discipleship
Cornerstone Baptist Church
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Leaving a Missional Legacy
by Katrina Sellers
It is amazing to me how God
orchestrates several things that
are seemingly unrelated to come
together at the right time in our lives
in order to make a significant point.
The last few weeks have been like
that for me. First, this semester for
my college classes, I was assigned
a 20-page paper on Paul and
one of his Pastoral Epistles. Second, I was assigned a book review,
for another one of my classes that had me reading, Foxe’s Book of
Martyrs. Third, I decided to participate in a Bible study on 2 Timothy,
which I secretly hoped would help with my before mentioned paper.
The last puzzle piece of unrelated events came last weekend when I
was asked to teach a class on leaving a missional legacy.
My first step in preparing for this class was defining the phrase
missional legacy. The term missional seems to be a hot new word to
describe what Christians have been called to do since Jesus walked
on this earth. According to the scholarly source Wikipedia, “missional
is the adoption of the posture, thinking, behaviors, and practices of
a missionary in order to engage others with the gospel message.”
Legacy contains the idea of handing something down from one
generation to the next. As I began thinking about this topic, I realized
how God had purposefully placed me here in the middle of these
resources all at the same time.

My wife and I traveled to Costa Rica for the first time in
September 2015. It was then that we met veteran missionaries
Ryan and Lauri Bickel for the first time. The purpose of our
trip was to discuss the possibility of our church partnering
with them, along with MANNA Worldwide to establish a
MANNA feeding center through their ministry. We had an
instant connection with the Bickel family and knew almost
immediately that we were supposed to partner with them in
ministry. We helped them to launch their first MANNA feeding
center in January 2016, and we brought our first mission team
to work with them in July 2016. After returning home and
telling our three boys about our experience, we determined
that they needed to see the work in Costa Rica first hand, so we
began to make plans to take them over Spring Break. Not only
was this the first time our boys had been out of the country,
but it was the first time that we had ever been on a mission
trip as a family. I have led numerous mission trips over the
years, but none has had as much impact on me as this family
trip. It is an amazing thing to watch God work in another
culture, it is even more amazing when you are watching Him
work through your children while in another culture! The
Bickel’s are church planting missionaries; however, they also
rescue children who are abused and abandoned, and they
operate two MANNA feeding centers 5 days a week. Most of
our time was spent ministering to the kids in their children’s
home and working in the feeding center. It blessed my heart
as a father to watch as my sons ministered to the kids; they
played with them, fed them and were even willing to give up
their souvenir money so that they could buy each child a new
pair of shoes. This trip has given my sons a new perspective
on life and ministry. All three of them are begging to go back,
and one day we will. If I may, I would like to encourage each of
you reading this article to consider taking a mission trip with
just your immediate family. It will be one of the best things
you will ever experience together!

As Christ-followers, we have been given a precious treasure in the
message of salvation that has been handed down through time. The
book of 2 Timothy is believed to be Paul’s last letter written here on
this earth. His focus in this tearful letter to Timothy, his son in the
faith (2 Tim. 1:2) is to let Timothy know how important the gospel
message that Paul had guarded with his life was to the future of the
church. Paul is passing the baton of the gospel on to Timothy. He
wants Timothy to guard it against false doctrines, live it out boldly,
and share it consistently.
Fast forward several hundred years and the baton was passed again
to Christian men and women who gave of their lives throughout
the dark ages and into the reformation to keep the message of the
gospel secure. They lived lives that defended against false doctrines
that had crept into the church. They lived its message boldly for the
world to see even in the face of horrid persecution. They shared it
consistently as many stood up for the gospel in trial after trial. Dear
Christian, this is our legacy of faith.
It is currently our generation’s turn to carry the torch and guard
against false doctrines by grounding ourselves in the Word of God
and the love of Christ. We must live out our testimonies not only
by the words we say, but by the “posture, thinking, behaviors, and
practices” we engage in each and every day through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Lastly, we need to share this precious message with
everyone, everywhere. This is what it means to leave a missional
legacy—leading by example whether in America or around the
world.

Submitted by Doug Harris
Pastor at Central Baptist Church
Deerpark, Texas

13

The Fundamentalist / Summer 2017

Postmaster Send Changes To:
The Fundamentalist
P.O. Box 13459
Arlington, Texas 76094-0459

Southpoint Baptist Church is hosting the WBF Semi-Annual
Missions Conference on October 16-18th of this year.
Southpoint is located at 3335 Tiger Hole Road in Jacksonville,
Florida.
October is a wonderful time in North Florida and we are close
to many wonderful attractions (beach, St. Augustine historical
district, shopping, outlets, World Golf Hall of Fame, Daytona and
Disney) so you can plan an extended time of stay in our area.
But the conference will be a great time of inspiration, information
and fellowship. We have a great lineup of speakers you will love.
Our church is excited to host and although we are one of the
smaller churches what we lack in size we are going to make up
in service. With that said, we are serving lunch and supper every
night and a continental breakfast and it will be more food than
you will be able to handle. This will save some cost for you.
Also, all WBF missionaries who are going we will pay their hotel
for the three nights (Oct. 16-18) at the Fairfield Inn and Suites
near our church. That hotel will be the host hotel for all who are
going. We are going to give some other suggestions for hotels
that are on the same road as the host hotel. The rate at the
Fairfield is $99.00 per night.
For more information and to let us know if you are coming then
you can go to our website at southpointbaptist.org There is a
place to sign up that you are coming to the conference. Also, we
have an event page on our Facebook page. Go to Facebook and
type in Southpoint Baptist Church Jacksonville Florida and you
will see our page. Go to the event World Baptist Fellowship and
let us know if you are planning to come.
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