
We're to the second week of a new sermon series called “Make an Appearance” in which our focus is
experiencing the resurrected Jesus in our lives. Last week we made the simple point that in almost every Gospel
story where people meet Jesus, they are doing something – they're taking some kind of action. That's a lesson we
need to learn. What actions can we take to meet Jesus? Worship, prayer, Bible study, service to others - could be
a lot of things but the rule is we're more likely to meet him when we're in action.

That was a simple point. This series will be filled with simple points, including today's. Luke 24.10-12. Where
we find another of the many ways the Gospel writers tell us about the resurrection and what happened after it....
What I want you to notice in those three verses is what doesn't happen to Peter: He doesn't meet Jesus. He's
heard that the tomb is empty - he's been told that Jesus is alive - so he runs to see for himself. In the tomb he
finds...leftovers: the linens in which they had wrapped Jesus' body. He doesn't see an angel as the women had.
He doesn't hear a voice from heaven. He doesn't see Jesus. All he sees are the burial cloths. And after spending
some time in the tomb, he goes home... without seeing Jesus.

Remember who Peter is. A follower of Jesus, perhaps Jesus' most passionate follower. He's the one who told
Jesus, "I'll never abandon you." Well, he did, of course, which reminds us that Pete is also human, just like the
rest of us.  But his faults not withstanding, Peter was a trusted, loyal, energized follower who ran to the tomb to
meet Jesus, but didn't find him. Found circumstantial evidence. Heard testimony from others. But despite his
vigorous efforts, he had no personal encounter with Jesus...until later.

I think we all can identify with Peter, at least those of us who have ever experienced a spiritual drought. Anybody
know from personal experience what a spiritual drought is? It's one of those seasons in which we go to worship,
perhaps even a Sunday group or a Bible study. But nothing clicks. Nothing happens. We don't feel much of
anything during worship. Sermons all sound the same. Song lyrics come out of our mouths - but they're just a
bunch of words. We sing, but there's no melody in our spirits. Even though we do spiritual things - we go to
worship, read the Bible, say our prayers, help people when we get a chance - in a drought we still get nothing. 

If we're honest, all of us will acknowledge that we've had spiritual droughts. I have seasons like that. I bet you've
had seasons like that. And in Luke 24 Peter for a while has a season like that. When he's in the tomb, if he is to
believe Jesus is alive again, it will be because someone told him about their experience, and because he saw the
burial cloths and decided to believe they meant resurrection, not because he saw him himself. Take it from me,
from the people around you, and from Peter: On the spiritual road sometimes you do can all the right things, and
still not feel it. 

There are nights I go to bed on Saturday night - well for me it's never Saturday night; it's always Sunday morning
- anyway, there are nights when I go to bed on fire, thrilled about what's going to happen when we gather for
worship, only to have the service go flat the next morning. There are times when I have extravagant expectations,
and seemingly nothing comes of it. Either for me or, apparently, for the people here with me. That's basically
what happens to Peter in Luke 24. He runs to the tomb thinking he would experience Jesus alive. He got an empty
tomb and some burial rags. Some of you might have driven to our location this morning with excitement in your
spirit this morning, expecting to receive the power, hungry for the power - but it hasn't happened yet. Peter
understands.

One word I have for you today is that's okay. Few if any of us are able to stay connected to Jesus all the time.
We're all going to go through spiritually arid times. Seasons when others will be excited, on fire for God, vocal
and passionate about their connections to Jesus - his presence and power flowing in them. While the best we can
do is smile and pretend like something similar is happening to us. The spiritual road is not smooth or flat. Jesus
himself found that out. Got baptized, then what? Was immediately thrown into temptation. And on the cross, my
god, my god, why have you forsaken me. Why can't I find you in this my hour of need?

Spiritual droughts happen to all of us. Just don't let it stop you from doing the things you do when you're looking
for Jesus. When spiritual drought hits your life - and it will - don't stop searching for the empty tomb. Don't stop
coming to worship. Don't stop coming to your Sunday group. Don't stop reading the Bible. Don't stop praying.



There are mornings when as I do my Bible in a year reading that it's all I can do to get through the day's chapters.
Arrrggghhh! Feels like torture! But I keep reading. Because this is the word of God, and God is in these words.
The same will happen to you. Don't stop. You can't stop because... and this is today's other simple point: You
never know when you will encounter Jesus. 

Mary Magdalene. Crying near the empty tomb of Jesus. She thinks someone has stolen his body. In the torment
of her confused and angry grief, she finds him - not wearing wings with angels hovering over him. She finds him
in the form of a gardener. We'll talk more about her next Sunday. Just hear the point - you never know.

Luke 24 also reports the experience of two followers on a walk to the city of Emmaus. They meet Jesus, but don't
recognize him. To them, Jesus is a stranger who apparently hasn't heard about the resurrection. They tell him the
story. They invite him to eat with them and then it happens – do you know the story? When they broke bread - in
a common meal. They found him. You never know when you will find Jesus alive in your spirit. You never know
when the spiritual drought will end, so don't give up.

Those two were walking. In John's gospel Peter and company are fishing when they meet Jesus. Mary is crying.
Remember doubting Thomas? We'll talk more about him later in this series. What is he doing when he meets
Jesus? He's with other followers. You never know!

If you're going through a spiritual drought right now, hang in and don't stop hanging around other followers,
don't stop hanging around this word, this worship. Live in faith that God raised Jesus for a reason, and you are
included in that reason. You may not be feeling it, you may not be believing it. But he's alive and if you keep
looking and stay connected to his body, you never know when you will meet him, but by faith you can be sure
you will.

We want to pray for the people in spiritual drought this morning.....


