
Today is an exciting day because we’re starting a new sermon series. We spent
the first three and a half months of this year talking about the big ideas Jesus
promoted during his earthly ministry. Last week we celebrated his resurrection
and the biggest idea of all: that you can’t get away from a God who won’t let
you go.

Today we begin a series that is a natural extension of Easter. “Make an
Appearance” - as in Jesus, make an appearance in my life. The basic question
we’ll address over the next six weeks is: How do we experience and stay
connected to the Jesus God raised from the dead?

Last week we honored him and we celebrated him. Churches all over the
country, including ours, welcomed larger than normal crowds. But experiencing
resurrection power one Sunday a year isn’t nearly enough. How do we meet and
stay connected with Jesus throughout the year? How do we maintain at least
some of the energy we felt last Sunday?

Let’s first remind ourselves that Jesus promised we would always be able to
connect with him. Remember the promise at the end of the Gospel of Matthew,
after the resurrection: I am with you always, even to the close of the age. So we
know he’s here, and we felt it last week. How do we stay connected?

We get Bible help with that question from the people who met the resurrected
Jesus. There are more than two dozen stories of such encounters, so we’ll not be
able to pay attention to all of them. Today we’re going to talk about just a few.
For example, Mary Magdalene. She’s the one who met Jesus outside his tomb,
but thought he was a gardener. Or that Mary and the other Mary who were the
first to find the stone rolled away from the tomb. Or the eleven disciples who
got word Jesus was alive, and then followed his instructions to go to Galilee,
where they met him on a mountain.

I don’t need to tell you anything more about those Bible stories to make today’s
simple point. We don’t have to read them. We don’t need to know their context. 
The point is so simple that I’m going to approach it a different way.... 

If a circus was coming to the iWireless center and you really enjoyed circuses
and you really wanted to experience a circus, but you didn’t go watch the



elephants walk to the iWireless center, and you turned your head away and
closed your ears every time a commercial for the circus came on, and you didn’t
go online to read about it, and you didn’t buy a ticket, and you didn’t talk to
anyone or read anything about the circus. What are the odds that you’re going to
have a satisfying circus experience? About zero.

Or if you’re trying to lose weight. You really want to lose weight, but you don’t
change your eating habits, you don’t increase exercise, you don’t exert better
portion control. You do nothing, change nothing. What are the odds that you’re
going to lose weight.  Not very good, right?

Or if you have family you haven’t had contact with for years, but you don’t get
in your car to go reconnect - neither do they. You don’t hop a train or bus or
plane - and neither do they. You don’t pick up the phone, write a letter, send a
postcard or use one of the many online options for staying in touch. What are
the odds you’re going to make contact with those family people? Pretty much
zero.

One of the basic rules of life is, if you want something done in your life,
somebody has to do something in your life; and most of the time that somebody
is you. Now transfer that simple little truth over to Mary Magdalene and Mary
and the disciples. What are the odds any of them would have met the resurrected
Jesus had they taken no action? If the Marys hadn’t gone to the tomb that first
Easter morning, had the disciples not gone to Galilee as Jesus had instructed
them, who among them would have experienced the resurrection in their lives?
Probably none of them.

What’s the lesson? If you want resurrection power in your life, you’re going to
have to do something, take action of some kind.

Now that’s a pretty simple idea, one you’d think we could implement, but if the
way many of us live our faith lives is any clue, perhaps not. I don’t intend to
point a finger at specific people when I say what I’m about to say, but some of
you will think I am.  Many of us who call ourselves Christians have made
following Jesus a non-contact sport. For some of us, it’s as if we have a custody
arrangement approved by the spirituality court. 



I have Jesus a couple of Sundays a month, and on the major holidays: On the
other days, others have him. Jesus spends Christmas Eve with me, and then on
Christmas day, he’s with...other people. On Easter Sunday - well, I always spend
it with him - at least the morning. But the Sunday after Easter Sunday - well, I
allow other people to see him. That’s our arrangement. I have him some of the
time, and some of the time I don’t. It’s not ideal, but what custody arrangement
ever is? 

God raises Jesus out of a tomb, makes a promise to be with us always to the
close of the age, and many of us say, Thanks, Jesus, but I’ll see you next time...
whenever that is. At best, for many of us the next time is the next time we’re in
worship. And you know that’s true because, for example, most of us spend very
little time during the week in the Bible. Our Bible in a year ministry is not only
a way for you to read the Bible in 365 days, it’s a way for you to stay spiritually
connected through the week, for you to say, Jesus, I am trying, here! Do your
part, please.

The Core and More Bible study group not only helps you understand the Bible
as no other Bible study ever has, it’s a way for you to take action, to say by the
way you live your life, hey, Jesus and the God who raised him, I am serious and
staying connected with you.

Prayer is talking to God. It’s also an act of connection. How passionately, how
frequently do you connect?

Ministry - hands-on, life-involved action in the name of Jesus – is action that
meets needs and gets things done, but it’s also action that sends a message: I
want Jesus in my life, and I am living accordingly. He wants me to serve and in
his name that’s what I’m doing.

But as I said a moment ago, for many of us, following Jesus has become a non
contact sport. In between worships we don’t read the Bible, we don’t pray, we
don’t serve - we hardly do anything to stay in contact. Yet we wonder why our
spiritual lives are so unsatisfying.

In the New Testament lots of people meet the resurrected Jesus. But read their
stories and you’ll discover that all of them had done something, had taken action



of some sort that made their meeting possible. They had gone somewhere, done
something, made themselves available for their encounter with Jesus. What are
you going to do this week to stay connected to Jesus? I know what you’re doing
this morning. What are you going to do in the next week?

Here’s the good news: You do something, so will he. He will keep his promise
to be with you always. You take action this week, he will make himself known
to you. Your life will be different and your spirit will be healthier because he is
with you always. Do you believe that?

Imagine all of us coming back here next week having taken action during the
week to stay connected to the power of the resurrection. Imagine that. Imagine
what this room would feel like - the power and expectation in this room were we
to do that. Let’s do more than imagine. This week, help make it happen.


