
In  this
issue. . . 

! “Around the World Table” multi
cultural potluck

! “And from Bill...” about fresh
starts

! Sunday ministries training: new
date

! New sermon series focuses on
characteristics of Jesus

! “Bible in a Year” ministry
welcomes first completions

! Update on lobby leaks

! Ash Wednesday experience
scheduled

! New meal site ministry structure

! Where did our shoe boxes go?

! This and more in your KNOLL
NEWS!
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And from Bill. . .                 by Bill Coley

“What I’m really
saying is that we

need a fresh start.
Not a fresh start in

the form of a
resolution or a
commitment to

change, but a fresh
start in the form of

new passion for
Jesus....”

New years often inaugurate fresh starts, or at
least declarations about fresh starts.

The most obvious example of declarations is new
year’s resolutions through which people declare
needed changes in lifestyle, relationships,
finances, physical well being, and other things.
Often little comes of such resolutions, as we all
know, but it feels good to confess our weakness,
and wise to identify better directions. I’m not
thinking about resolutions in 2015's opening
weeks, but I am thinking about fresh
starts and new beginning.

2014 was not a good year for my
body.... Uh, I’ll reword that to align
a bit closer with the truth: In 2014 I
was not good to my body (and it
wasn’t too good to me). I allowed
my eating habits to deteriorate to the
point that I ate not only too much,
but too much of the wrong thing. Of
course I highlight all the homemade
yogurt I consumed, but the reality is
I could have done much, much
better.

With the extra calories came extra
pounds. From the extra pounds came
additional pressure on my knees and
feet. As a result of the additional pressure on my
knees and feet, I had to discontinue my treadmill
workouts in mid-fall and haven’t been able to
resume them.

Several times during the last half of 2014 I
voiced the complaint that I was falling apart.
What I really was saying was that I needed a
fresh start.

As a congregation we face significant challenges.
Last year was stable, even a bit improved,
financially, but in too many other ways, we

declined. Fewer of us worshiped on Sundays or
stayed connected to our Sunday groups at 9:00
a.m. We had difficulty keeping our financial
outreach commitments. Too many of our monthly
“We Are Together” events were poorly attended.

What I’m really saying is that we need a fresh
start. Not a fresh start in the form of a resolution
or a commitment to change, but a fresh start in
the form of new passion for Jesus, a return to
what some fields call “first principles.” 

We exist by the grace of God. 

We are saved from our sin and
selfishness by the love of God
expressed in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus.

We are called to invite others into a
relationship with Christ, and to
change the world through acts of
service and love.

We will have eternal life by the same
grace that brought us into this life.

Our fresh start will not come from
the grand ideas we express, but from
our relationship with the one God
sent to offer us new life...fresh
starts.

In this new year we will make Jesus the focus of
our attention, the subject of our adoration, the
inspiration for our actions, and the reason for our
being. Of course we SAY all of those have
always been true; but were they always true, we
would never need fresh starts.  When churches
return to the first principles of their faith, when
Jesus is Lord of their lives, not just of their
signboards, good things happen because life in
him is God’s ultimate offer of a fresh start.
Happy NEW year!

N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

“Common Table” potluck meal planning
team to meet January 29
During the Community Praise Worship that we hosted last November, the
evening’s preachers announced quarterly "Common Table" potlucks among
the churches of the United Township area for 2015, meals that will be

hosted by various churches, ours included. The
meals will be the same kind of potlucks
we’re used to except that we will
encourage/demand (!) that people share
tables with people from other churches.

The planning team that will decide the
particulars of the potlucks will meet

Thursday, January 29, 6:30 p.m. at our
church (meeting date/time subject to change). If you have a heart for the
vision of a reconciled and connected community that was cast during the
November worship, you might enjoy serving on this planning team. Talk to
Bill Coley for more information.

And more from Bill...
Last July I created a page on our website to house select newsletter columns
from among the nearly 500 that I have
published in our newsletter over the
years. As of today that archive is more
than half full – the 56th of 105 entries
went up January 16, bringing it one step
closer to the fulfillment of a vision of
revisiting deserving old columns that I’ve had for several years.

The archive isn’t exactly a “greatest hits” collection, but it’s close. What I
did was to review all the columns I’ve written – all the way back to my
very first week on the job back in July 1985 – and then select a few more
than a hundred that somewhat accurately reflected the variety (and
peculiarity!) of the “And from Bill...” space through the years.

If you haven’t visited the archive lately, I encourage you to do so. The
result of your trip will be an experience that’s part discovery and part
nostalgia. Archive entries give a unique insight into the journey we have
take together over nearly three decades. Find the Archive at fccem.org.

New sermon series

highlights Jesus the

example

We claim Jesus as Lord
of our lives, which in

part means we commit
to following his lead.

But what is his lead? In
our new sermon series

titled “Who Is He?”
that started January
11, we’re looking at

thirteen characteristics
of the example Jesus
set and how we can

bring those
characteristics into our

lives.

The first trait we
examined was Jesus’

spiritual curiosity.
Twelve characteristics

remain, beginning with
the second one, this

Sunday. We invite you
to join us for this

important and everyday
life applicable series.



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e
Meal site ministry begins 
new era next month
For more than seventeen years we have prepared and served a hot meal
every month for participants in the Churches United meal site hosted by Mt
Zion Missionary Baptist Church in East Moline. Beginning in February
we’re moving to an every other month schedule, which means right now
we’re busy collecting the names of people who are willing to serve and
prepare the meal during 2015.

To save ourselves an evening meeting, we’re
going to hold meetings on consecutive Sunday
mornings in the Memorial Room (10:05 a.m.
January 25 and February 1) One Sunday
we’ll cover the basics and enlist any new
volunteers, and the next Sunday we’ll finish
by finalizing the schedule for the year and
handing out contact information for use when
substitutes are needed.

You can help prepare the meal (you decide what to prepare, then purchase
and cook the food for which the church pays) and/or help serve the meal (a
team of three to five of us serves anywhere from 20-60 people). 

SO, here is our invitation to you: If you want to make a difference in
people’s lives (which feeding them tends to do!) and can make yourself
available on a first Monday of some month this year, or if you simply want
more information, come to these organizational meetings. 

Sunday ministries training event
We hold a single, annual training event for people involved in Sunday
ministries (the welcome team, presenting LifeSounds items, preparing
communion elements, praying at the communion table, distributing
communion). The purpose of the training is to remind participants of the
spiritual dimensions of the service they offer, and to ensure that our Sunday
ministries function as effectively and efficiently as possible. 

[ARTICLE CONTINUES IN SIDEBAR]

Sunday ministries

training (cont)

Due to poor turnout
at the first event, we

have rescheduled
this year’s training

to Thursday,
February 5, at 6:30

p.m. If you
expressed interest in

any of those
ministries on a

ministry claim form,
or if you have

interest but haven’t
formally signaled it,

please attend. It’s
the one and only

training in which we
expect people to

participate.

And a bit more
from Bill...

As I put together the
cover for this issue, it

occurred to me that
this is the first issue

of annual volume #40
of the Knoll News.

My first column
appeared in issue 13

of volume #10.

Time flies.
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Multi-cultural potluck will open your eyes
and palate
This Saturday 5:00 p.m. is the day and time for our multi-cultural potluck,
a dinner unlike any we’ve had here for some time.

The premise is simple: If you can, bring food
reflecting a culture, perhaps other than
midwestern America. You may bring a dish
culled from your own national/ethnic
heritage, but you are also free to bring
something from an entirely different
culture (our pastor is making a dish called
“butter chicken,” much beloved in Indian
cuisine). Our objective to give a twist to a
familiar church event, and in so doing experience a
bit of the world from other perspectives. 

So the design of this event is different, but our congregational potluck rules
have not changed: Bring food to share if you can, but if you can’t bring
food, come anyway because GOD ALWAYS PROVIDES!

February brings the return 
of the chili challenge
The February “We Are Together” event will be another food event: our
fourth annual chili challenge. In a hard fought and peculiarly judged contest
last year, Andrew Sullivan wrested the championship. On Saturday,

February 18, Andrew will have a chance to defend
his title against all comers.

Any kind of chili is welcomed at one of our
challenges, just make enough to share with

others. If you don’t want to bring a chili but want
to contribute to the night, bring a side dish,
perhaps a dessert, to share.

The fun will start at 5:00 p.m.

Lobby leaks will

be repaired

If you’ve been in our
church building in

the last couple of
weeks you’ve seen
the buckets on the

lobby floor collecting
drips from the

ceiling, obvious
indicators of

problems with the
new roofs that were
installed 18 months

ago.

We first
noticed the

potential of an
issue last

spring and at
that time sent a
letter of notice
to the roofing
company. The

spot quickly
dried up and did not
return so we took no

further action.

Now that the leaks
have both returned
and expanded, the

roofing company has
been on site and has
committed to making

repairs as soon as
conditions permit. As
a result, we must ask

for your patience
with the buckets until

those repairs are
completed.



Recent Concerns
Evelyn Bennett - Unity Point, Rock Island,
ongoing battle with aftermath of flu 
Bob Grove -Home recuperating from shoulder
reconstruction surgery
Lois Tallman - at Rosewood Care Center for
rehab following hospitalization

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5TH St. Ct. East Moline
Fran Littlewood - Rosewood Care Ctr - rm 219, Moline
Lois Tallman - Ft. Armstrong - 1900 3rd Ave, #611, Rock Island
Ann White - Illini Restorative Care - rm. 26, Silvis

U p d a t e s
Participation report
Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

December 21 33 12

December 28 30 14

January 4 26 14

January 11 26 15

Finances through December 2014
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $65,462.47
Expenses.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $63,569.82
Were income on pace w/2014 budget . . . . . . . . . $67,036.32

Financial Situation

Year 2014 ended with the
good news that for the
full year we received

almost in income as we
need to underwrite our

congregational budget. 

In fact, as reported
elsewhere in this issue,

income for the year was
also higher than it was in

year 2013.

We may look ahead to
2015 with hope and

expectation about how
God will provide.

OCC boxes to Uganda

We’ve learned that the
50+ gift-filled shoe

boxes we donated last
November to the

Operation Christmas
Child international

outreach were delivered
to the nation of Uganda.

Samaritan’s Purse, the
ministry’s operators,

cannot track the specific
cities / locations to

which boxes go, but we
now know that our boxes

traveled thousands of
miles to find their

recipients. Thanks to all
donors on behalf of 55

children in Uganda!

Serving in February. . .

Welcome Team: PraiseLand Team:

Sheri/Kate McBride The PraiseLand team

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:

Terri Grove Lisa Collins

Preparing Communion:                      Serving Communion:     

Lisa Collins Bev Hartman, Deb Langley

Providing Childcare: Nicole Sullivan

February Birthdays
Andrew Sullivan.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Blake Burbridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

REMINDER: We can't tell people about your
birthday or anniversary unless you tell us.
Contact the church office with your information.

General board begins new
year with retreat
Members of our 2015 general board are asked
to attend their first meeting of the year on
Saturday, January 24,  from 9:00
a.m.–Noon. Typically board meetings are held
on the second Wednesday of months, but a few
years ago we started a practice of holding the
first meeting of the year on a Saturday to allow
for new member orientation and to set the
agenda for the year ahead (the February meeting
will be held February 11, 6:30 p.m.)

Members needn’t bring anything with them
other than their passion for God, their love for
Jesus, their allegiance to our church, and their
faith that God is going to do something great
among us during the next twelve months.



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Bible in-a-Year ministry receives first
completions
To-date, four people have reported their successful completion of our
Bible in-a-Year reading plan. We congratulate Charlene Cooper, Bev
Hartman, Jackie Hume, and Maurine Unzel for their spiritual discipline
over the plan’s prescribed 365 days. We’re aware of at least three others
who are still on the path toward completion, and will announce and
celebrate their achievements as we receive word of them.

The great thing about our Bible in-a-Year reading plan is that you can start
ANY day of the year. Its 365 day schedule of Old and New Testament
readings is not dated, so day #1 for you can be any day you desire. Start
day 1 with Genesis 1-3 and Matthew 1, then finish on day 365 with the
book of Malachi and Revelation 22. If you get ahead, you might finish
early. If you get behind, you might finish late. What matters is that you
get started!

Pick up a reading plan at Mission Central or on
our website, then inform the church office of your
involvement so we can pray God’s blessings on
your journey

Ash Wednesday experience: February 18
In recent years we have used the then-current sermon series as the theme
for our Ash Wednesday spiritual experience. But what is Ash Wednesday?
On the “official” calendar of the Church, it is the first day of a season
called “Lent,” a time of reflection, self-examination, and preparation in
advance of our experience of the crucifixion and resurrection. This year’s
sermon series provides direction and encouragement for such a season.

The series has us examining the person and personal characteristics of
Jesus whom we claim as Lord of our lives. We say we are following him.
To what extent is that actually true? How can we grow our connections
with and allegiance to Jesus? Join us on Wednesday, February 18 (6:30
p.m.) for a time of prayer, song, communion, and candid personal
introspection.

Want a “Souper

Soul” party?

In the ministry claim
forms submitted to-
date, interest in our

holding a “Souper
Soul” party this year

has been limited. A
“Souper Soul” party is

our way of watching
the NFL’s “Big Game”

(in a room on the
lower level of our

building) while
enjoying good

company and good
food (the event is a

snackluck), and
supporting our food

pantry ministry
through donations of
non-perishable food

items.

To clarify interest
we’re posting a sign
up sheet at Mission

Central. If you’d
participate in a Souper
Soul party, please sign
the sheet on or before

January 25 (even if
you expressed interest
on the ministry claim

form). We will then
decide whether to hold
the event and of course

share the decision in
advance of February 1

game.


