
LIFE OVEN WITH JESUS: Under Pressure

We’re a week away from the end of our current sermon series called “Life Oven with Jesus,” in which our focus
has been on how the way Jesus lived his life can shape and influence the way we live our lives.

As we near the end of the series, we also near the end of Jesus’ earthly life. Last week we spent time with Jesus
in the Garden, where he made one of the most important decisions of his life - he decided not to run from God’s
will that he die on the cross, but to accept his fate.

Today our focus is the cross, and the journey Jesus takes to get there. Not the journey of all the years that led up
to the cross - but the journey from the end of the trial - when Pilate washed his hands of the matter and released
Jesus to be crucified - to the cross.

Those of us with so-called red letter Bibles - where the words of Jesus are in red - have a visual advantage to see
the point I want us to consider about that journey. In Matthew, that journey is depicted in chapter 27.27-34.
Soldiers strip Jesus, put a robe on his body, put a crown of thorns on his head. They mock and taunt him. They
spit on him and hit him with a stick. It’s a set of verses that’s painful to read. But it’s also a set of verses that
contain no red letters. 
! They whipped him; he didn’t say a word. 
! They spit on him; he didn’t say a word. 
! They ridiculed him; he didn’t say a word. 

In that painful scene, Jesus the embodiment of the servant in Isaiah 53.5-7  ....

In the Gospel of Mark, it’s the same story: no red letters. Jesus doesn’t say a word.

In Luke, on the way to the cross Jesus interacts with some women, but he doesn’t say a word about what he’s
going through. In fact, he tells the women not to cry for him. Instead, they should cry for themselves and their
children, because bad days lie ahead.

And in John’s Gospel, again, it’s no red letters as Jesus makes his way to the cross.

Why does that matter? Because it tells us something about the way Jesus accepted his fate and trusted his God.
Jesus didn’t need to fight the soldiers, because he saw God’s hand in his life. Jesus didn’t need to complain to
people watching him trudge his way to the cross, because he saw God’s hand in his life. Jesus didn’t need to ask
where the suggestion box was so he could recommend changes to the Roman justice system, because he could see
God’s hand in his life.

What does that have to do with us? If doing the right thing gets us in trouble - if standing up for the truth gets
some people mad at us; if putting others first takes time away from our “me” times; if giving generously to the
work of the church means there’s less money available for more personal priorities; if we have to reconfigure our
calendars to make more time to stay connected to the body of Christ, AKA the church. Well, so be it. We know
God’s hand is on our sacrifices. We know God’s hand is on our financial giving. We know God will bless the
time we make for the church. Because we know that, popularity doesn’t matter, and personal satisfaction is less
important. What matters is that we are living in sync with God’s will for our lives. When we do that, we accept
the cost, and time surrendered, money redirected, relationships reordered. That’s what happens when you follow
someone who’s headed to a cross - you tend to pay a price. But we don’t complain. There are no red letters
coming from our mouths, because God’s hand is all over our actions - guiding, blessing, providing.

Here’s a pretty good way to assess your spiritual maturity: How much do you complain when you feel called to
give, when that little voice in your head says, you need to respond, it’s time to volunteer, it’s time to make a
donation, it’s time to be part of what’s going on. How annoyed are you when your plans and God’s plans for you
don’t seem to line up? The less you complain about the sacrifices you make to do what God’s calling you to do,
the more you are growing into Christ.



That’s Jesus on the way to the cross. We also need to talk about his time on the cross. 

In Matthew, he cries out, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” Earlier in this series we noted that
Jesus was very open with his emotions. On the cross, he was, too. It’s okay to shake your fist at God. It’s okay to
question God’s plan...until we surrender - that’s what Jesus did. Remember in the garden? Take this cup from
me, BUT not my will, your will be done. On the cross, he surrenders to God again.

In the Gospel of Luke, from the cross Jesus says Father forgive them, for they know not what they do. A word of
grace under fire. When revenge and payback could have dominated his atttitude, Jesus chose forgiveness, he
interceded on behalf of those who were killing him. His word is a reminder about the power of grace - not just
the grace we receive from God, but the grace we give away. 

As followers of Jesus... 
! We don’t hold grudges, we reconcile
! We don’t point fingers, we reach out
! We don’t accuse, we forgive. 

Under fire, under siege, we build bridges, not walls. Jesus’ words - forgive them for they know not what they do,
are words Jesus speaks to all of us: when we’re on a rampage; when we’ve been offended, manipulated, or
damaged. Forgive him, forgive her, forgive them - they don’t know what they’re doing. 

You’re going to have an occasion this week when it will be easier and more attractive to erupt in rage than to
respond with forgiveness. Someone will do or say something that will get on your nerves and you will want to
lash out. When that happens, remember Jesus on the cross.

Also in Luke, Jesus tells one of the criminals crucified next to him that he will be with him in paradise. It’s
another example of forgiveness, but this time we’re not the victim, we’re the criminal. The moment is a reminder
that if we confess, if we take responsibility for our actions, if we seek forgiveness, we will receive it. From his
cross one the of the criminals says to Jesus (23.41-42).... He says, I’ve sinned. Jesus hasn’t. I want to go with
you, Jesus. 

At the end of Luke, from the cross Jesus says to God, into your hands I commend my spirit. Translation - I trust
you God, that the end of this life isn’t the end of my life. I’ve done what I could here; now don’t leave me here.
His words are a cry of dependence and trust. 

How powerful an image it is - for all of us, I hope - to think about all the mistakes we’ve made, all the people
we’ve hurt, all the opportunities we chose not take, all the mud and grime we got on ourselves over the years of
our lives. And YET, one day, whenever that time comes for each of us - and may we all have at least another
hundred years - the gates of glory will open and from our knees we will say, into your hands, we commend our
spirits.

In the Gospel of John, from the cross Jesus reintroduces his brother to his mother. It’s an expression of concern
for those who will be left behind.  Compassion in the middle of passion. Concern in the middle of chaos. Love
reaches beyond personal circumstances to care for others. This week, you will have a chance to do that - when
you’re stressed, when you’re feeling down, when you’ve got lots of things on your mind, take time to care for
somebody else.

Also in John, from the cross Jesus says I’m thirsty. An honest expression of need. Imagine your living this week
with such honesty. God, I’m under pressure, and I’m thirsty. I’m worried about my life, and I’m thirsty. I’m
concerned about my family, and I’m thirsty. I’ve got health problems, and I’m thirsty. God, life is piling up on
me, and I’m thirsty. Go ahead. Say the word. God will bless your candor.



And finally in John, from the cross Jesus says “it is finished.” He can’t do any more. It’s out of his hands, now.
One of the things I love about the weather is I can’t do anything about it. I can get relief from it, or enjoy my
time out in it, but I can’t change it. And neither can you. That’s the spirit behind Jesus’ final word from the
cross. It is finished. My part is done. Your turn, God. What do you need to turn over to God right now in your
life? What control do you need to give up so that God can work in your circumstances? 

From the cross Jesus acknowledges others, confesses need, offers forgiveness, and turns to God. If we do those
things this next week, we’ll have something to cheer next Sunday, easter Sunday, resurrection Sunday, new life
Sunday.


