
LIFE OVEN WITH JESUS: Friends in High Places

Here’s something new: I want us to talk about Jesus today. Ya never know what I’m going to come up with, do
you? I’m ALWAYS innovating. Whoda thought we’d talk about Jesus in church?

In fact, talk about Jesus is at the heart of our still-new sermon  series called “Life Oven with Jesus.” That vexing
title contains a word play which means our focus is the life OF Jesus AND our lives WITH Jesus. Life oven with
Jesus. It never gets old, does it? Don’t answer that.

I want to make a simple observation about Jesus today, and then leverage that observation in a
recommendation/reminder to us about our lives.

The simple observation about Jesus is he spent a lot of time with his disciples. He called 12 people to be his
disciples, a word that means followers or students. And once he called them, he spent a lot of time with them. In
no particular order, here are some of the occasions in the Gospels where we find Jesus with his disciples:

! he took them on preaching tours
! they were with him when he performed most of his healings and other miracles
! he ate with them
! he rode in boats with them, or walked on water past them when they were in boats
! He took two of them up on a mountain when Moses and Elijah mysteriously appeared along side Jesus
! His other disciples were waiting for them to come back down the mountain after that scene with those

Old Testament figures
! He made sure they were with him for what we call the last supper
! He took some of them with him when he went to the Garden of Gethsemene to pray just prior to his

arrest and crucifixion

Get my point? Jesus spent a lot of time with his disciples. Why? Well, we get a pretty good clue in these verses
from Mark 9 (30-32).... He spent a lot of time with them because he wanted to teach them. To use language 
that’s commonly used these days, he wanted to pour into them - his knowledge, his spirituality, his commitment
to God. Jesus poured into them so that they could pour into others after he left them.

The specific reason he spent so much time with his disciples is not of first concern for me today - the FACT that
he spent so much time with them is. Because his practice is a powerful reminder to us of our need for friends in
faith, for spiritual and personal support from people who believe.

The other night we held our monthly Helmets of Hope team meeting. There’s ALWAYS a lot for us to do
because Helmets is a vital ministry, but that’s not the only reason that meeting mattered to me. It also mattered
because I enjoyed the company. I benefit from their company. One of the important hallmarks of our meetings is
casualness. We get things done, but we take time to listen to each other, to laugh with each other. To laugh AT
each other, but that’s another story. What’s all that about? Its’s about keeping company with friends of faith. It’s
about providing and receiving support from people who view the world with hope and confidence because they
know God so loved the world. The people on that team - and you’re welcome to join us - are godly people who
are committed to the ministry, committed to our church, committed to each other. And that’s the kind of
company I need.

Last night we held our annual multicultural potluck. 17 people shared food representing at least five or six
different cultures. But more important than the food was the company. Good people. Kind people. Fun people.
God’s people. Great company.

As each day’s news reminds us, the world is a crazy place. Events unfold, surprises arise, all in chaotic fashion.
There’s no way to predict what insanity any given day will unleash on us - whether locally, nationally, or
globally. Whatever your politics, I bet you agree. Having friends of faith is a cushion against the punishment the
world’s craziness can mete out. Having set aside times when you can listen to each other, care about each other,



pray for each other - when you can escape the stress of health concerns or financial challenges, or the madness of
the evening news - is a gift from heaven. James 5.16 says - listen to the connection this verse assumes between
friends of faith .... Confess to each other. Pray for each other. Stay connected to each other. 

The word I have for you today is quite simple: Find faith friends and stick to them. We have a Bible study on
Tuesday night, a chance to get connected with faith friends. But please notice I’m not talking about sitting in
worship, but rather what happens in the lobby before and after worship. Yes, that’s what I’m talking about.
Many of you may not have noticed that we stopped pushing announcements to the screen before and after
worship. We did that because we noticed no one was paying attention to them. For four weeks in a row I put a
slide in the announcement roll that said tell me that you saw this slide and you’ll get a special shout out. No one
said a word. Because no one saw it. Because everyone was out in the lobby with their friends of faith until we
prayed at 10:25.

When we’re in here, there’s too little chance for interaction, for listening to each other, for checking in on each
other. In here, our attention is always, or at least ought to be always, directed elsewhere - up front to the screen
for song lyrics, to the person speaking for the prayer, LifeSounds, or something else. That’s important stuff, but
it’s not spending time as friends.

Whom do you spend your time with? What groups or other connections do you have set up in your life with
people who know Jesus, who believe God is in control, who know the craziness of everyday life will not have the
last word - it may have every word BEFORE the last word(!) but it won’t have the last word. Whom do you
regularly meet with for support and encouragement? That is, who pours into you? But just as importantly, whom
do you pour into? 

Please get this: I’m not asking about your friends. I’m asking about your friends of faith, about the people who
may not agree with you on politics, but they believe in God, they believe in Jesus, they believe this life ain’t the
only life, people who see the world for what it is - a broken, wounded, hurting community of people who are
loved by a God who will not let them go.

Jesus spent a lot of time with his friends of faith - to teach them, to support them, to encourage them to support
each other, but also, as the story of the Garden at Gethsemene shows, because he needed their support. Who are
the friends of faith in your life? Whose friend of faith are you?

This year, may we be a church that worships together, prays together, serves together, but also spends time
together as friends. Remember what Jesus told his disciples in John 15.15?.... I don’t call you slaves. I call you
friends because I confide in you - I pour into you. This year, make sure you stay connected to your friends of
faith.


