
LIFE OVEN WITH JESUS: Joyful Provision

In today’s installment in our new sermon series, called “Life Oven with Jesus” (you who were here last Sunday
will have to explain that title to people who weren’t here last Sunday) we focus on two very familiar events in
Jesus’ life, events so familiar, I’ve chosen the Gospel of Mark’s version of them. That matters because, as you
probably know, the Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels. Not the least important by any means! But
certainly the shortest. Mark’s relative brevity often produces shorter accounts of events in Jesus’ life. That’s
certainly true when it comes to our focus today, his baptism and temptation. 

We’re most familiar with the account of Jesus’ baptism which reports a conversation between John the Baptist
and Jesus in which John says I need to be baptized by you! But Mark’s account is much more to the point. Let’s
look at it (don’t blink!) 1.9....  Now that’s not the entire account - and we’ll get to the rest of it in a moment - but
notice how short that is? It’s almost like a newspaper headline.

So the story so far is, John the Baptist baptized Jesus. There’s more, which we look at now.... (10-11) That’s a
pivotal moment in the Gospels. That’s a moment without which the rest of Jesus’ life and ministry take on a very
different hue. You are my dearly loved son - you bring me great joy. That’s a seminal moment. It is God’s very
public embrace, public endorsement of Jesus as the one - the Christ, the messiah, the son of God. Because of that
moment, we know God’s intention for the birth in the manger. We know that what the angel meant when the
angel told the shepherds - remember: I bring you good news of great joy for all people. The good news was that
the one born in the manger was God’s dearly loved son. He’s the one, world! And that’s good news because God
has plans for you that are wrapped up in that son. Without that son, world, you’ll face challenges you won’t
meet, and you’ll run into troubles you won’t be able to resolve. Without that son - God’s dearly loved son -
world, you’re destined for a sad fate, one filled with sadness and regret, and a life that’s fundamentally and
irresolvably incomplete.
 
So the story of Jesus’ baptism as reported in Mark tells us what we need to know. We know who did the
baptizing, and we know heaven’s reaction. But there’s another dimension of this story that I ask us to turn to this
morning. Remember, this series is not only about the life OF Jesus; it’s about our lives WITH Jesus. And in that
regard, this story is powerful because it gives us something to celebrate, or perhaps for many of us, something to
look forward to: The voice of heaven saying to us - to you, and you, and me - YOU are my dearly loved child.
YOU bring me great joy.

What do you wish for the people you care about? Success? Satisfaction? Good health? Happiness? Enough money
to put food on the table? From a spiritual point of view, what we should wish for people is an experience like that
reported in this baptism story, an experience and confirmation of God’s satisfaction.

When I started seminary, I had real self worth and self confidence issues - still do, but not nearly as bad as they
were back then. In my desperate search for help with those issues I found the solution, and it’s basically this: God
is pleased with me; and that means I’m okay, that I have intrinsic value that no one or no event in my life can
take away. If you really care about someone, wish for them that experience, wish for them a spiritual realization
that God is profoundly happy with them. 

I need to put this in you and me terms: This morning my word to you is that YOU bring God great joy. Not
everything you do. Not everything you say. Not every choice you make or action you don’t take. But God made
you, ordained you into life, and God is very happy you’re here. If you had a bad week, you bring God joy. If you
had a great week, you bring God joy. If you’ve been sick, under the weather, you bring God joy. If you’ve never
felt better, you bring God joy. Whether your life has been filled with successes or failures, whether your
decisions exhibit a pattern of common sense or uncommon sense, you bring God joy. There is something about
you that is more important to heaven than the mistakes you make or the fame you achieve. God looks at you and
says, I did good. I don’t know about that haircut, or the color of those shoes, but I am proud of you. I believe in
you. You bring me great joy!



That’s what we should wish for everyone we meet! An encounter with God so personal, so spiritual as to hear
God say, you bring me joy. 

And it turns out that such an encounter with God is really important because... well, let’s move to the next part of
the story in Mark. Again, notice how to the point Mark’s description is (12-13...) Now I know I left something
off of the last verse. Don’t worry. I’ll get back to it. But before I do, let’s pay attention to what happened to Jesus
after he heard the voice from heaven: The Spirit - God’s spirit - compelled him into the wilderness to face
temptation among the wild animals. When we wish people an encounter with God’s favor and joy because of
them, we probably ought to tell them that receiving God’s approval won’t give them an easy life, won’t fix
everything that ails them. In fact, we should tell people, hearing that voice - coming up out of the water
spiritually cleansed, forgiven, set free by the power of God in Jesus Christ - sets us on a collision course with a
broken, wounded world. When we live by God’s standards, when we walk in new life in Christ, the temptations
will be great. 

Think about it. People who don’t have a moral compass, who haven’t heard heaven’s voice of approval, for
people who believe anything goes, there is no temptation - I can do anything I want, whenever I want. But for us
who have received the blessing of new life, who have committed ourselves to following Jesus, who have been
forgiven and set free, those other choices are temptations we must refuse.

And how do we do that? It’s in that clause of the verse I didn’t read (13): and the angels took care of him. The
promise of the voice from heaven that expresses approval with us, is the voice that sends us into the wildnermess
otherwise known as a broken world, but that voice is also the voice that guides and provides for us in our times of
trial and weakness. 

This week, when you’re in your version of the wilderness, know that you are not alone. You are accompanied
through the trials, through the temptations, on your way to the life God has in store for you in this life and the
next.

Let’s close with a part of Psalm 91 that makes the point better than you or I can.... (9-16)

Back to the wilderness it is for all of us! And every step of the way, the voice from heaven will say to us, you
bring me great joy, and the power of Christ in us will say, I am here to help you change your life and change
your world.


