
FIRST RESPONDERS: As a Sacrifice

When I designed this sermon series, I had in mind this well known story from Mark 12.41-44.... 

I wanted to call our attention to that story because  the widow in it responds to God’s provision with sacrifice,
which is one way for us to respond to God - and how we respond to God is the focus of this series. Jesus says the
widow deposited her last two cents in the temple collection pot, everything she had. And to me, that sounds like
sacrifice. 

If you have a million dollars in your pocket, and you throw in a twenty in the offering tray, that doesn’t sound
like sacrifice to me. It sounds like a pittance; sounds like a very, very small portion of what’s available to you.
Sacrifice to me means you feel it. If you give twnety out of a million dollars in your hand, you’re not going to
feel it. But if you have $21 to your name, and you give away $20 of it, you’re going to feel it, so that’s sacrifice.

I was going to use the story of the widow to talk about sacrifice until I realized there are other kinds of sacrifices
in the Bible, not all of them acceptable to God. For example, look at this from Isaiah 1 (10-12).... Those people
sacrificed - some of their best animals - and God called it phony, a show!

Then there’s this from Luke 19 (45-48).... People selling animals for sacrifices - helping other people have
something to sacrifice - and Jesus overturns their tables, with strong words to boot. So much for sacrifices.

And yet there’s this from Paul, who wrote to the Romans  (1.1-2).... So sacrifices must be okay in some forms. It
must be okay to respond to God with a sacrificial spirit, if not always with a sacrificial animal. 

Our focus this  morning, then, is responding to God with sacrifice.

We have a sense of what sacrifice is. It hurts, or at least we notice it. When Abraham laid his son Isaac on the
wood pile and raised the knife to kill him, that was going to be a sacrifice. When you give to Goodwill clothes
that haven’t been out of the closet for twenty years, that’s not a sacrifice. When your gift to the church is more
than you’d ever thought you’d give, more than you might even think you can afford, that’s likely a sacrifice.
When you don’t even notice that the money is missing after you give it, that’s probably not a sacrifice.
When your involvement in the ministries of your church takes you away from things you’d like to do, when you
give up things important to you so that you can play your role in the ministries of your church, you’ve likely
made a sacrifice. When the time you give to the church is only the time you don’t have anything else to do with,
chances are that’s not a sacrifice.

But there’s something more to sacrifice, at least the kind of sacrifice Jesus encouraged. Look at this from
Matthew 26.27-29, Jesus at the last supper.... What is Jesus sacrificing? His blood, his life. I’m not saying we all
have to give up our lives if we want to prove ourselves faithful, but we do need to notice that for Jesus sacrifice is
a big thing.  He gives up his life. What do we give up? An hour a week, a couple of Sundays a month for
worship? Fifteen minutes a day, a few days a week, for prayer and Bible reading? An hour a month for a
meeting? 

What do you give up, what do you sacrifice in the name of Jesus, for the name of Jesus, as someone who claims
to be a follower of Jesus? Time? Money? Opportunities? What do you sacrifice? The widow gave everything she
had to the temple treasury. Jesus gave his life. What do you give?

And then there’s this from John 10.17-18, which adds to our understanding of biblical sacrifice.... Jesus lays
down his life - sacrifices his life - voluntarily.  He sacrificed because he wanted to sacrifice. You can’t be guilted
into sacrifice. You can’t be embarrassed into sacrifice. You can’t be shamed into sacrifice. You can’t be forced to
sacrifice. Sacrifice is a choice. Abraham willingly placed Isaac on the altar. The widow willingly placed her last
coins in the temple treasury. Jesus willingly placed himself on the cross. Now let’s ask the improved question of
ourselves, what do we willingly give up in the name of Jesus?



Christians all over the world who are on boards and committees etc say “I hate meetings!” Some of our people
will tell you they hate meetings. My response to that phrase is usually, why do you do things you hate? Or, if
your meetings are so bad that you hate them, why don’t you improve your meetings? Nonetheless, for those
people in those circumstances, attending meetings is not a biblical sacrifice. They’ll probably tell you it is! Or
they’ll tell you it’s painful, and a waste of time and energy. They’re sacrificing perfectly good time at home. But
that’s not biblical sacrifice. Those people attend meetings because they think they have to. Biblical sacrifice is not
compelled. It’s chosen.

There’s one more Bible text I want us to hear this morning. It’s one of the most important passages in all of
Scripture, I think, because it reminds us in about the most impactful way possible, that following Jesus - being a
Christian - sacrificing in the name of Jesus, is not about us or our fame or our glory.

2 Cor 9.6-15. We’re going to look at this by stopping to notice things about some of the verses....
6 - this passage is about giving - but actually more than that - it’s about sacrificial giving
7 - give generously - sacrificially - but give by choice, not coercion
8 - our first hint of the major takeaway that’s coming in the text - you will have plenty left over to share with

others
10 - a harvest of generosity in you - Hear that! God will provide! Not so that you will have a lot, but so that

you can be generous - sacrificial - in your giving.
11 - so that you will always be generous. God provides so that we can be generous. Hear the theme?
13 - your generosity - your sacrificial giving - will prove that you are obedient to the good news of Christ

One of the most powerful ways to respond to God’s goodness and provision in our lives is to give sacrificially.
But biblical sacrifice is not just painful; it’s intentional. The good news is our God intentionally provides
everything we need so that we can give sacrificially. Exhibit A? Jesus - to whom God gave the world, and who
ended up on a cross. 

We’re closing in on Thanksgiving. What are you going to be thankful for this year? Live and give sacrificially
this week, and when you come back next Sunday you’ll have something to add to your list.


