
FIRST RESPONDERS: Doubt

Today we continue our series called “First Responders,” in which we’re examining our reactions to God. 
When God calls us to do something - to take on a ministry, to get involved in the church, to live a certain way -
how do we respond? When God provides for our well being, when God takes care of us, how do we respond?
Last week, we saw how we can respond to God with rejection: God, I have better things to do, more important
tasks to attend to. Today we’re going to talk about doubt.

We all know what doubt is. It’s uncertainty. It’s hesitation. It’s a lack of confidence in something or someone,
perhaps yourself. And doubt is just part of life for most of us. We doubt we’re going to get the job. We doubt
anyone’s going to attend the big party we’re hosting. We doubt we can make it to someone else’s big party. We
doubt our health. We doubt others’ health. We just doubt.

We doubt our church will grow. We doubt anyone will understand. We doubt the package will arrive on time.
We doubt the recipe will turn out as good as the last time we made it. We just doubt.

In the Bible, people also doubt: God called Moses to go to Egypt to lead the slaves out of captivity. Among other
things, Moses said, I’m not very good with words, you’d better send someone else. God kept calling, and Moses
kept finding other reasons he couldn’t do what God wanted him to do - he doubted his ability to answer God’s
call.

The prophet Jeremiah had similar doubts. Jeremiah 1.4-6.... God, I don’t want to tell you your business,  but I
doubt I can fulfill the mission you have for me, because I am too.... Jeremiah thought himself too young, but you
can substitute the excuse of your choice - too old, too feeble, too lazy, too busy, too whatever.
We can doubt God’s call, which can be reason enough for us not to accept it.

In the Bible, people react with doubt. How about Peter? Matthew 14.28-31.... Jesus attributes Peter’s fall into the
waves to doubt. Peter doubted that Jesus’ invitation to him to walk on the water was enough. He didn’t doubt in
his first few steps, but then the waves churned and the winds blew, and his doubt arose.

God, you want me to do what? I’m not qualified to do that! I’m not strong enough to do that. I don’t have enough
time to do that. I’m not interested enough to do that! You want me to try something I’ve never done before? You
want me to change my old routines? After all these years?! You cannot be serious!

I participate in an online theological forum, as I have mentioned in the past. And this past week I engaged a guy
who didn’t agree with me about whatever the subject was. But instead of showing me the errors of my ways,
instead of making a case for his point of view, he said, “your posts raise doubts about your credibility as a
serious person.” He doubted me. We react with doubt in all corners of our lives.

Even Jesus doubted. On the cross. Remember? My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? I doubt your
commitment to me, God, when you allow these people to nail me to this thing.
We all doubt. And we all have, or at least can, react to God with doubt.

C God, I don’t think you’re helping me in my time of need.
C God, I don’t think you’re listening to my prayers.
C God, I doubt that you understand my predicament.
C God, I doubt your provision for me and my family because right now we are running low and lots of stuff and

I don’t see a supply train coming down the track.

Last week we talked about rejection. Doubt is not rejection. And therein lies our hope. At the burning bush,
Moses didn’t walk away after confessing his trouble with words. He stayed put. And God was able to convince
him to go to Egypt. The young Jeremiah didn’t cover his ears after telling God he thought himself too young. 



Peter didn’t keep to himself as he sank in the sea. Doubt is not rejection. It’s uncertainty. It’s a lack of
confidence. It’s fear rooted in concern about the future. But it’s not rejection.

And how did God respond to Moses’ doubts? God answered every question, after awhile got irritated with Moses,
but ultimately convinced Moses to say no to his doubt and yes to God’s call.

After hearing Jeremiah’s doubt, God said to him,  (Jer 1.7-10)

And when Peter held out his hand,  Jesus saved him.

If you have struggle with doubt - and it’s hard to think that any of us doesn’t - the word I have for you today is
persistence. The biblical truth is that doubt limits God’s ability to use us and to provide for us. Jesus told his
disciples the reason they couldn’t heal the demon possessed boy brought to him was that they doubted, they didn’t
have enough faith. There’s no question that doubt is a drag - on our attitudes, on our confidence levels, on our
relationships. No Doubt. But the biblical answer is that doubt doesn’t have to have the last word, if we persist.

Jesus told his disciples to feed thousands of people. They said, we only have a few fish and loaves of bread how
are we going to feed all those people? They could have walked away after saying that, but they didn’t. They hung
around, in the midst of their doubts, and what happened? Jesus transformed their little into more than enough.
But it would not have happened had they not persisted.

If you’re in a season of doubt about God right now. Don’t give up! Don’t walk away from God!  Don’t conclude
that since God hasn’t provided for you yet, God’s not going to provide for you. That’s not the case. But you gotta
hang around, doubts and all, and wait for God to act.

We’ve been doing a form of this waiting as a congregation. What are we doing still operating? Still making
ministry happen? Why do we pray every Sunday before worship? Because we’re waiting. We sometimes doubt,
too. I sometimes doubt big time. But we’re hanging around, eager to hear God’s direction, in faith believing that
better days are coming – and they are in the process of arriving, thanks in part to the fact that we’re not walking
away, we’re not giving up.

Doubt’s okay. It’s human. But not surrender. Don’t give up. Go ahead and shake your head in fear. Go ahead
and think there’s no way I can do what God wants me to do, there’s no way God’s going to help me in this
situation. Go ahead and doubt. That’s okay. Just don’t give up. Don’t surrender to your doubts. Just don’t leave
the area where God is trying to reach you.

Like those buzzer things restaurants give you when you’re waiting for a table. You WILL get a table. You WILL
be seated. But you can’t leave the area. You can doubt that they’re ever going to call your name all you want.
Just don’t leave the area.

Moses never left the area. Jeremiah never left the area. Peter didn’t leave the area. God answered all their doubts
and God will answer your doubt, my doubts, and our doubts, if we don’t leave the area - if we persist.


