
CHAPTERS: Isaiah 55

This morning we resume our “Chapters” sermon series with a chapter from the Old Testament prophet Isaiah that
makes for an ideal promotional announcement for our new evening Bible study on encouragement, which begins
Tuesday night.

The book of Isaiah, as some of you know, reports from at least two, perhaps three, different time periods in
Israel’s history. The first 39 chapters report from the latter part of the 8th century, during the life of the prophet
himself - around 720-700 BCE, to be more precise. Beginning with chapter 40, however, the time frame of the
book shifts, to around the time of the exile into Babylon, a hundred years after the events of the first part of the
book. The third part of Isaiah, which begins in chapter 56, reports from after the exiles’ return from their
captivity, 50-70 years still later. Our focus today is the final chapter of that second part, namely, chapter 55.

As we hear these verses, remember the audience - people held captive in a foreign nation, away from home,
away from the holy city of Jerusalem, some of them could have been there for decades. They’re discouraged.
They’re worn out. They’re out of place - the old adage is true: There’s no place like home! To people in that
predicament, chapter 55 of Isaiah quotes God as saying (1-3)....

Please take note of God’s offer in those verses: If you’re thirsty, come and drink. If you’re discouraged, come. If
you’re worn out, come. If you’re out of place, come. If you’re alone, come. If you’re down on your luck, come.
If you’ve run out of ideas, come. If you’re in funk, come. If you need somebody to raise you up, come. If you’re
thirsty in any way, come. Do you hear the offer? The offer is you bring your need - your thirst - and I will meet
it; I will quench your thirst.

Remember Jesus with the woman at the well in John 4? He distinguished for her the difference between everyday
well water and the living water he offered. This is 4.13-14.... That’s the same offer God gave to the exiles in
Isaiah 55! If you’re thirsty - if your life is thirsty, if your heart is thirsty, if your future in uncertain, if your
family is broken, come and drink of the water only I can provide.

Much of the Caribbean is reeling from consecutive major hurricanes. Mexico City is reeling after a massive
earthquake that killed hundreds. Millions of people are thirsty - for safe drinking water, of course, but also for
hope as they search for loved ones, as they struggle to envision what life is going to be like for them going
forward.

We’re reeling as a congregation, still wrestling, still trying to come to terms, with the two deaths in our church
family we experienced last week. We celebrated both Louise and Linda this past week, and we won’t forget
them, to be sure. But we’ve got pieces to pick up; we’ve got a thirst to quench. To us, to you, God says, come
and drink.

But there’s more good news - it was at the end of the first verse.... See it? It’s all free. God’s provision for our
thirsty souls is free. God’s provision for the thirsty in the Caribbean is free. God’s provision for you and me is
free. Whatever our thirst, whatever our need, whatever our circumstance, God says come.

But there was more in those opening verses. V.2.... why spend your money on food that doesn’t strengthen you? 
Why look to quench your thirst via drugs or alcohol? Why try to end your dysfunction by adding to it? Why
waste your time when your solutions won’t work, when you’re not the solution, I am?

We live in tense, stressful times. Issues related to climate change, the tone and content of our political discourse,
the fragile state of the world, inhabited, as it is, with leaders of questionable stability including, but not limited to
North Korea’s Kim Jon Un.



You may be living in tense, stressful times because of the issues you face right. Last Sunday Helen Shoulders
stood here and reminded us of the stress carried by people who deal with mental illness. In Isaiah 55, God doesn’t
promise to eliminate thirst for those people or any others, please notice; God promises to quench it. 

You’re here this morning. Good. What are you going to do the rest of this week to quench the thirsts and hungers
in your life? Listen to the invitations and promises of Isaiah 55: vv.6, 12-13a....

There’s more to the chapter than just good news. V.7 invites us to repent, to walk away from our selfishness and
greed and bitterness and division, and return to God ....

It’s really important to remember the message of our faith is not all smiles and celebrations. Following Jesus is
not just an eternal life insurance policy. It’s a way of living, it’s an attitude toward others, it’s a system of ethics
and morals that direct the way we treat others and respond to needs. And it’s an invitation to turn from unhealthy,
unloving, uncaring, unproductive attitudes and actions, and return to the one who makes life possible and makes
life good. 

One of the many reasons you and I might be thirsty right now is we might not be on a healthy path - we’re not
taking care of our spiritual health, or our physical health. We’re making bad choices in our relationships. We’re
caught up in habits and actions that do harm, not good, to others and ourselves. Isaiah 55 is an invitation-that’s-
really-a-directive to turn from those and get healthy, get holy, get our thirsts quenched, our hungers fed, and our
sins forgiven by the only one who make all of those things happen. If you know somebody, or ARE somebody,
who needs to turn, tell them - tell yourself - about Isaiah 55.

I started this sermon suggesting that Isaiah 55 is a good promotional announcement for our Bible study on
encouragement that begins Tuesday night. The final piece of the chapter pushes us to the finish line on that score.
First there’s vv.8-9, which remind us who’s God and who’s not .... 

It’s our faith’s first principle: It was the first commandment among the ten. There is one God. We aren’t God.
And we won’t have any other gods. And in return, God says to you and me, leave the God thing to me. You deal
with your stuff - no; bring your stuff to my son and he’ll help you shoulder your stuff. Then I’ll do the rest.

And finally, vv.10-11, which are something of a warranty .... God’s word, the word we discover in this chapter
and all chapters, will bear fruit. If we go to God to quench our thirsts, satisfy our hungers, if we turn from our
ways and return to God’s way, if we connect with Jesus for his help with our burdens, the word of this chapter
will bear fruit, it WILL make a difference. Our lives WILL change. We will find our way home.

I don’t know whether you need today’s sermon, but I do - I almost ALWAYS do. Praise be to God!


