
In  this
issue. . . 

! Fundraiser results

! A September “We Are Together”
event

! Food pantry and meal site
ministries look for your help

! Time to start thinking about
CROP Hunger Walk 2014

! A hymn sing Sunday, August 31

! Worship center and other banners
to be purchased

! Final Sundays for InTouch Day
Services collection

! Youth groups resume

! Core and More Bible study to start
New Testament on October 7

! This and more in your KNOLL
NEWS!
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“It’s tempting to
focus on the

conduct of law
enforcement

personnel in these
and similar

incidents, but I
don’t think that’s

the central
crisis.”

And from Bill. . .                 by Bill Coley

Sights and sounds from Ferguson, Missouri, have

dominated the news channels and much of our

national conversation in the last couple of weeks,

sights and sounds that have included devastated

family members, protests both peaceful and

destructive, and an expanded cast of media

pundits whose spur of the moment responses have

been at times instructive, and at other times at

best a waste of time.

The cause of Ferguson’s rise to prominence, of

course, is the death of Michael

Brown, the 18 year old whose

encounter with a city police officer

resulted in his death.

Local and federal investigations, we

pray, will produce justice in the

case. For this column, my concern is

not that particular incident, but

rather the social challenge the

incident (and others) highlights: that

for all our laudable progress in

recent decades, we are not yet done

with race as a caustic and wounding

societal dividing line.

It is both striking and devastating to

me that in this year when we

celebrate the 50th anniversary of

President Lyndon Johnson’s signing

of the Civil Rights Act, at least three profoundly

troubling race-infused incidents have risen to

national focus: 

! On July 1, 51 year old Marlene Pinnock

was severely beaten about the head by a

California Highway Patrol officer who

claimed to be restraining her from

continuing her walk on the side of an

interstate highway. Her injuries resulted in

weeks of hospitalization and, still today,

slurred speech.

! On July 17, Eric Garner died in what the

local medical examiner is calling a

homicide when a New York City police

officer initiated a choke hold on him.

! And of course, on August 9 Michael Brown

died when he was shot multiple times by a

Ferguson, Missouri, police officer.

Those three people have at least one thing in

common: They’re all African Americans.

Pinnock and Garner share the macabre virtue of

having had their encounters recorded

by passer-by cell phones. Sadly, the

only video we have of Brown’s

death begins after the fact, with his

body lying unaccompanied in the

middle of the street.

It’s tempting to focus on the conduct

of law enforcement personnel in

these and similar incidents, but I

don’t think that’s the central crisis. I

have a lot of respect for law

enforcement people, the vast

majority of whom provide

meritorious public service. The far

more troubling concern is the

continuing and seemingly deepening

racial divide that threatens the very

fabric of our society.

We noticed that divide’s harsh return to

prominence during the presidential elections of

2008 and 2012. Whatever your politics, you must

acknowledge the sin of the derogatory and race-

filled epithets about Mr. Obama granted public

display on signs and billboards, at rallies, and in

YouTube videos, names fueled by ill will the

likes of which no candidate of Anglo-European

descent has ever had to contend.

[CONTINUES INSIDE BACK COVER]
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And from Bill.... (cont)
More to my point, this race-infused disdain for one president reflects a

wider social disease. How often do we hear or see minority law

enforcement personnel beating Caucasians? In your lifetime, how many

Anglo-European political candidates have been pilloried because of their

skin color?

A U.S. House member from the state of Iowa named Steve King dismissed

the possibility of racial profiling in the case of police interactions with

protesters in Ferguson, Missouri, because, he said, those protesters shared

a single “continental origin.” How many times has anyone ever employed

your continental origins to explain the way you were treated?

The issue here is not just white and black. The recent flood of

unaccompanied children from Central American countries to our southern

border precipitated a barrage of unkind (to be kind), bigoted (to be

accurate) commentary. Again, this is not about your politics; this is about

prejudice, not policy. The sad fact is we don’t do “different” well.

In our community praise worship several years ago I preached about the

divide caused by that which we perceive as “different.” I said we had

allowed different to come to mean “not as good as” (or even “worse than”)

an attitude which when applied to race, separates us from each other in

painful, sinful ways. I called our churches to reject division and stand

together in our oneness in Christ (perhaps Rep. King would prefer to say

we share a single “ecclesiastical continent”).

The response was enthusiastic and hopeful. Many of us believed that as a

community – and, we prayed, as a nation – we were moving beyond race as

a dividing line. Sorry, but we haven’t. 

For a final time I will tell you that my protest here is not about anyone’s

politics; everyone is welcome to the policy priorities of his or her choice.

But bigotry is not a policy; it’s a sin. Racism is not an alternative path; it’s

a sin. Judging people to be inferior simply because they are different – be it

in race, income, gender, sexual orientation, or politics – is not a

constitutionally protected right; it’s a sin. And as followers of Jesus we

have taken a policy stand on sin: We’re against it.

Jesus said those who follow him are one. In our stand against forces of

social division, may we prove him right. 

Generations Sunday

group continues its

biblical journey to

Heaven and Hell

In one of its more
fascinating Bible
studies, the adult

Sunday group that
meets in fellowship hall

is examining the
biblical message about

afterlife, specifically
Heaven, Hell, and how
a person gets to either

outcome.

This is a topic that’s
curious to most of us,
so this is no common

Bible study. The group
is examining dozens of
passages in search of

larger truths.

You are welcome to
join the group any

Sunday, beginning at
9:00 a.m. (And since

this study will
eventually close, you

can then help the group
decide its next topic!)
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A hymn sing Sunday: August 31!
Though we sing contemporary praise songs in our Sunday worship, we
recognize the important place traditional hymns have in the faith lives of
many people. To honor that place, for one Sunday – August 31 – we will
sing a hymns instead of praise songs during worship. 

But we invite you to do more
than simply sing the hymns on
August 31; we invite you to
help choose them. At Mission
Central or on our website you
may add your suggestions to the
list. Obviously, we won’t be able
to sing every hymn suggested, but
if you don’t share your favorites, and
no one else offers the ones you’d like us to sing, we won’t.

The suggestion sheet will be available at Mission Central this Sunday. You
may add your recommendations on our Website until next Tuesday at
noon.

September event celebrates the end of
summer
For our final“We Are Together” event of summer 2014, we’ll hold a hot
dog roast and pot luck on the next to the last day of the season, Saturday,
September 20, beginning at 4:00 p.m. We’ll supply the hot dogs, buns,
condiments, and grill. You supply any other meats you want to grill and a
dish to share if you can (if you can’t, come anyway because God
ALWAYS
provides!) 

We’ll have games
for the kids and fun
for all ages. We
hope to play outside,
but we will eat in
fellowship hall. Plan to join us as we say goodbye to summer and hello to
fall.

From the Psalms

    1 I wait quietly
before God, for my
victory comes from

him. 

    2 He alone is my
rock and my salvation,

my fortress where I
will never be shaken.

    3 So many enemies
against one man—all
of them trying to kill
me. To them I’m just

a broken-down wall or
a tottering fence.

    4 They plan to
topple me from my
high position. They

delight in telling lies
about me. They praise

me to my face but
curse me in their

hearts. 

Interlude

    5 Let all that I am
wait quietly before

God, for my hope is
in him.

    6 He alone is my
rock and my salvation, 
   my fortress where I

will not be shaken.

Psalm 62:1–8 (NLT)

A hymn sing Sunday: August 31!
Though we sing contemporary praise songs in our Sunday worship, we
recognize the important place traditional hymns have in the faith lives of
many people. To honor that place, for one Sunday – August 31 – we will
sing a hymns instead of praise songs during worship. 

But we invite you to do more
than simply sing the hymns on
August 31; we invite you to
help choose them. At Mission
Central or on our website you
may add your suggestions to the
list. Obviously, we won’t be able
to sing every hymn suggested, but
if you don’t share your favorites, and
no one else offers the ones you’d like us to sing, we won’t.

The suggestion sheet will be available at Mission Central this Sunday. You
may add your recommendations on our Website until next Tuesday at
noon.

September event celebrates                 
the end of summer
For our final“We Are Together” event of summer 2014, we’ll hold a hot
dog roast and pot luck on the next to the last day of the season, Saturday,
September 20, beginning at 4:00 p.m. We’ll supply the hot dogs, buns,
condiments, and grill. You supply any other meats you want to grill and a
dish to share if you
can (if you can’t,
come anyway
because God
ALWAYS
provides!) 

We’ll have games
for the kids and fun for all ages. We hope to play outside, but we will eat
in fellowship hall. Plan to join us as we say goodbye to summer and hello
to fall.

From the Psalms

    1 I wait quietly
before God, for my
victory comes from

him. 

    2 He alone is my
rock and my salvation,

my fortress where I
will never be shaken.

    3 So many enemies
against one man—all
of them trying to kill
me. To them I’m just

a broken-down wall or
a tottering fence.

    4 They plan to
topple me from my
high position. They

delight in telling lies
about me. They praise

me to my face but
curse me in their

hearts. 

Interlude

    5 Let all that I am
wait quietly before

God, for my hope is
in him.

    6 He alone is my
rock and my salvation, 
   my fortress where I

will not be shaken.

Psalm 62:1–8 (NLT)
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Recent fundraisers produce $2,350
How blessed we have been in the last month by the two fundraisers we
held, which together raised $2,350.

Our Monday night at the Davenport Pizza Ranch on July 28 raised
$422. Our rummage sale on August 7 & 8 netted $1,928. Those results
were great, but greater still were the efforts of so many people to make
those fundraisers successful.

WE THANK the team of Pizza Ranch servers for
their four hours of great service and welcome to
customers. WE THANK the people who came to
the restaurant to eat during our shift, which added
to the night’s proceeds. WE THANK those who
made cash donations as their participation. And
WE THANK Lisa Collins for getting us on the
waiting list last year. As of now, we expect to do it
again next year.

WE THANK the team of workers who put in so many hours cleaning and
redesigning fellowship hall, work that made the room a much more
efficient rummage sale space. WE THANK the people who helped set up
the sale by sorting, folding, pricing, etc. WE THANK those who worked
the sale: welcoming and assisting customers, reorganizing sales tables, etc.
WE THANK the people who helped pack unsold items for donation to the
Disabled American Veterans store in Davenport, donations that were
picked up on Monday of this week. And WE THANK Paulette Anderson
and Marsha Jones for their leadership of the sale project.

A lot of hard work by lots of faithful people, efforts blessed by a generous
God who obviously has great plans for our church. Thank you and praise
God!

Worship banners to be purchased
The general board has decided to purchase new banners for display in the
worship center, in front of the west entrance, and on our Seventh Street
lawn. To be paid for with the proceeds from recent fundraisers, the banners
will serve and reflect our congregation: 

C The worship center banners will boldly declare the glory of
God and the name of Jesus     [CONTINUES IN SIDEBAR]

! The west
entrance banner
will offer a
simple, friendly
greeting to
arriving
worshipers

! The Seventh
Street banner will
display our
website logo
along with
worship and
Sunday group
starting times. 

Look for images of
the banners we’ve
selected on our
website soon.
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Core and More to move to the N.T.
Our Core and More Bible study group’s three-plus year exploration of the
Old Testament is down to its last four sessions. Upon completion of those
content sessions, the group will take a separate session to review the entire
Old Testament, take a week off, then begin what’s expected to be a 14
month, 45 session examination of the New Testament, hour-long Tuesday
night sessions currently scheduled to begin October 7.

We’re inviting YOU to join the Core and More group for its journey
through the New Testament:

! If you’ve been with the group from the beginning back in
August 2011, keep at it!

! If you’re one of the people who attended one or more Core and
More sessions along the way but for whatever reason stopped,
reconnect with the group as it
explores the NT’s more familiar
terrain.

! If you’ve never attended a
Core and More session but
want to understand the Bible
better than you ever thought possible, join
the group on Tuesday nights beginning October 7 (6:30 p.m.)
Participation in previous Core and More sessions is NOT required.

The Core and More method of Bible study works: Review every section
of every chapter of every book (the Old Testament study has averaged
about seven chapters a week) to discover specific content and uncover the
Bible’s big picture truths. And do so in a spirited, relaxed – actually, really
fun – but also intentional and passionate way.

The success of the Core’s approach is so undeniable that we guarantee you
will understand the New Testament – actually, the entire

Bible – better if you connect to the group for its NT
study; plus, you will have a great time in the process.

See you at the Core!

 

CROP Hunger

Walk 2014

It’s time to be
thinking about this

year’s edition of the
Quad Cities’ CROP

Hunger Walk, the
annual outreach
ministry through

which we and
hundreds of others
support both local

and global anti-
hunger efforts. 

CROP Hunger
walks raise

money as the
friends, co-

workers, and
other

supporters of
walkers make

financial
donations.
Individual

walkers will have
donation collection

envelopes available to
them, and we will
staff a table in the

church lobby on
Sunday mornings in

September to
welcome your

donations.

We look forward to
your
supp
ort!



Recent Concerns
Colleen Kannenberg - at home, but back on
dialysis in response to kidney issues
Bob Grove - Rosewood Care Center,
continuing rehab visit following fall at home

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5TH St. Ct. East
Moline

Fran Littlewood - Rosewood Care Ctr - rm 219, Moline
Lois Tallman - Ft. Armstrong - 1900 3rd Ave, #611, Rock

Island
Virginia Thompson - St Anthony’s Care Center, Rock Island,     

        Rm 500
Ann White - Illini Restorative Care - rm. 26, Silvis

U p d a t e s
Participation report
Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

July 20 33 15

July 27 38 21

August 3 27 17

August 10 37 20

August 17 35 13

Finances through July 2014
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36,127.88
Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36,793.77
Were income on pace w/2014 budget.. . . . . . . . . . $38,674.80

 

Financial Situation

The improvement noted
in last month’s report

grows larger this
month. We praise God
for both the results of
our recent fundraisers

and the continuing
faithfulness of our

congregation.

A volunteer

opportunity

Genesis Medical
Center’s Spiritual Care
department is offering a

“befriended” training
course on Tuesdays this

fall from 1:00-2:30
p.m. Genesis is in

special need of people
who would like to

befriend at its Illini
campus or n the

dialysis unit at Genesis
East in Davenport.

Classes begin October
7, with the majority of

them held at the
Genesis East campus.
For more information.

Call 563-421-7971.

Serving in September. . .

Welcome Team: PraiseLand Team:

Suzie Guthrie The PraiseLand team

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:

Maurine Unzel Maurine Unzel

Preparing Communion:                      Serving Communion:     

Lisa Collins Lisa Collins, Dawn Sullivan

Providing Childcare: Deb Langley / Bonnie Thompson / Marsha Jones / Dawn Sullivan

September Birthdays
Evelyn Bennett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Ann White.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Joan Mercer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Rich Hakanson.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Ruth Copeland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

September Anniversaries
Jim & Noelle Ledbetter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

REMINDER: We can't tell people about your
birthday or anniversary unless you tell us.
Contact the church office with your information.

Youth groups resume!
We’re excited to announce the resumption of
our bi-weekly youth group meetings on
Sunday, September 14. We have groups for
kids in grades 1-5 and 6-12 that meet in
fellowship hall for 90 minutes starting at 6:30
p.m. Terri Grove leads the younger group, and
Bill Coley leads the
other. 

We invite the kids of
our church to connect
groups and invite
friends to come along
as we have fun, work together to
help others, and learn more about Jesus. 
Youth groups will meet every other Sunday
beginning in September, except when
announced otherwise. 

We look forward to seeing your child or
grandchild! Talk to Terri or Bill for more
information.


