
In  this
issue. . . 

! The 25th and final Knoll News
Christmas carol

! Join us for a special Christmas
weekend

! There’s still time to make a
difference in people’s lives

! Helmets of Hope celebrates its
first anniversary

! “We Are Together” events return

! A new contact info directory
coming

! A new Bible study

! New Sunday group leadership

! Christmas cookie exchange

! This and more in your KNOLL
NEWS!
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“If I believe I have
everything I need,
then what can you
give me that I will

value as
necessary?” 

And from Bill. . .               by Bill Coley

In our Christmas season sermon series we’re
reflecting on the gift of Jesus in terms of the
transactional process by which people gift each
other in every day life. In the series’ first sermon
I suggested the most important part of the process
is the decision made by the gift giver to give:
Unless the giver decides to give, no gift exchange
occurs.

I still think the giver’s decision is most crucial,
but there is another element of the process we
haven’t talked about in the series:
The attitude of the recipient before
receipt of the gift. Potential
recipients who convince themselves
they have no need for a gift might
be less open to, less appreciative of,
the generosity of the giver. If I
think there’s nothing you could give
me that I could possibly want or
use, then there’s a good chance I
will under-appreciate what you
offer.

If I believe I have everything I
need, then what can you give me that I will value
as necessary? If I think of myself as wholly self-
sufficient, possessing of, or able on my own to
secure my life’s desired outcomes, then what
need have I of what you offer?

In the first weeks of my seminary years back in
the fall of 1982 I consulted with the school’s
pastoral care professor about a recommendation
to get counseling I had received during my
pursuit of official ordination into ministry. The
professor, who is still today one of the pivotal
people in my life’s story, calmly received my
objections to the recommendation, but also told
me that if it was correct, then the
recommendation was one of the best things that
could have happened to me.

I walked out of his office convinced I didn’t need
to talk to anyone.... Within a month I was back
in his office, not to renew my protest of the
recommendation, but to pursue the help it
suggested I needed. The person who had
recommended counseling to me had offered a
gift. But because I didn’t think I needed what he
offered, I turned it down... until I recognized my
need.

When we understand our need for grace, for
forgiveness, for new life in Christ,
we’re much more open to them when
they’re offered. However, when we
discount our needs for those things,
when we convince ourselves that we
live above the fray, that personal
healing is for other people, not us,
we cut ourselves off from potential
restoration.

At Christmas we celebrate God’s
offering us a gift. Notice, I didn’t say
we celebrate the gift itself; I said we
celebrate the offer. That’s because no

matter how affecting the Christmas season
sermons we hear, how emotional we become
when we view nativity scenes, or how moved we
feel as Linus reads the Christmas story in the
classic Peanuts TV special, until we accept the
offer, the gift of Jesus is like a coupon sent but
unredeemed, or a meal ordered but not eaten. For
him to mean anything to us, we first must accept
Jesus. Before we can accept him, though, we
must confess our need for him.

For some of us, the press, stress, and emotions of
the holiday season will make it easy to make such
a confession. For the rest of us, may we use
these final days of our trip to the manger to
discover our need, and then celebrate God’s
magnificent provision.

N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Generations Sunday group celebrates one
leader, welcomes another 
For the last several years, Bev Hartman has led the Sunday morning group
that conducts its weekly Bible study in the Memorial Room. Her loyalty to
the group and exuberant passion for the Word contributed greatly to the
group’s learning and cohesion. 

Over Bev’s years of service, on Sundays
when she wasn’t available Louise
Hellstrom led the group. Beginning next
month, Louise and Bev will switch roles -
Louise will serve as the principal group leader and Bev will step in when
Louise is not available.

We praise God for Bev’s and Louise’s ministries and the Sunday group
they serve.

Looking ahead to our next Bible study
Over the last five years, we have demonstrated a passion for Bible study,
first with the 4-1/2 year, 188 session, comprehensive Bible review we
called “The Core and More,” and then this year, via a series of short-term
Bible studies: two on the practice of Bible study and the current review of

the Gospels. We now announce our next
small group Bible study.

We’ve looked at every Bible book (“Core
and More”), and a subset of Bible books
(“The Gospels”) now we’re going to focus

on one book, one very challenging book: Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Romans is not easy reading, at least not over its first eleven chapters. But
it’s required reading if we are to understand some theological ideas that
are central to the Christian faith. So we invite you to join our new study
which will examine Paul’s masterwork over several sessions (a specific
number of sessions has not been announced because the group will go as
long as it takes for the group to get through it; A guesstimate is 6-10
sessions)

The study will begin on Tuesday, January 24 (6:30 p.m.) each session
lasting an hour. No previous Bible Bible study experience is needed.

The Story... from

Matthew’s Gospel

Jesus was born in

Bethlehem in Judea,

during the reign of King

Herod. About that time

some wise men from

eastern lands arrived in

Jerusalem, asking,

2 “Where is the

newborn king of the

Jews? We saw his star

as it rose, and we have

come to worship him.” 

3 King Herod was

deeply disturbed when

he heard this, as was

everyone in Jerusalem.

4 He called a meeting of

the leading priests and

teachers of religious

law and asked, “Where

is the Messiah supposed

to be born?” 

5 “In Bethlehem in

Judea,” they said, “for

this is what the prophet

wrote: 

    6 ‘And you, O

Bethlehem in the land of

Judah, 

      are not least among

the ruling cities of

Judah, 

    for a ruler will come

from you 

      who will be the

shepherd for my people

Israel.’”

Matthew 2.1-6

(NLT)



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Congregational meeting this Sunday,
December 18
Immediately following worship this Sunday, December 18, we will hold our
annual congregational meeting to consider the
proposed budget for 2017 that our general board
voted to recommend for approval at its
December 14 meeting (copy enclosed), and also
to vote on a slate of trustees, financial officers,
and general board members for the next year. The persons nominated are...

Financial Secretary: Louise Hellstrom 

Treasurer: Shari Coley

Trustees: Marsha Jones, Deb Langley

Members at-Large: Steve Ballard, Dawn Dumoulin, Suzie Guthrie, Jim
Ledbetter, Maurine Unzel

 

New contact information directory
coming next month
The 2017 edition of our small format contact information directory we’ll be
published next month. So that we can publish as accurate information as
possible, please inform the church office if any your contact info has
changed since the last directory. Chances are good that we know of your

changes, but to be sure, please pass the word
along to the office. 

In advance of the directory’s distribution, we
will send an email to everyone whose email
address we have on file to ask permission to
include that address in the new directory. If you
receive that email and are willing to share your

address in the directory, be sure to respond. If you don’t get an email from
us, please send us an email via office@fccem.org, and tell us whether
you’re willing to share that address through the directory.

Start saving for

our spring

rummage sale

Once the snow and
ice of winter give

way to the new life
of spring, we intend
to hold a rummage
sale that will be a

major fundraiser for
the general

ministries of our
church. As you part

company with
sellable items

around your home,
perhaps in part

thanks to the gifts
you’ll receive at

Christmas, we invite
you to collect those

items and bring
them to the church

(we’re using the
downstairs

classrooms for items
storage). Bring your

donations anytime
(or call the church if

you need items
brought over for

you).

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

In
 B

ri
ef

..
.

Christmas weekend @ FCCEM
We invite you to join us for casual but passionate worship experiences on
Christmas weekend. 

! We’ll begin with Christmas Eve worship (Saturday, 7:00 p.m.)
during which we’ll sing some seasonal songs and carols, watch
videos that remind us of the meaning of the season, listen for a
word from God in the form of a meditation, reflect on the meaning
of God’s great gift, and pay a visit to the manger to bring our gifts
of praise and gratitude for the child born for us. (Perhaps the most
visually satisfying part of the night will be paying witness to the
laser light display that we’re using to illuminate the chrismon tree
and our east-side deck. Those lights are fun to look at on Sunday
mornings, but at night.....)

! On Christmas morning we’ll
increase the casual spirit in the
room with more seasonal music,
some storytelling, the
presentation of the next-to-the-
last sermon in our current
Christmas-season series, called “Delivered,” and finally,
immediately following worship, a $10 gift exchange in the
Memorial Room for those interested in participating.

Traditionally, churches are quite wary of Sunday Christmas days, but not
our church this year! Clear your Saturday night and Sunday morning
calendars to make room for these special experiences. If you have company
from out of town, invite them to join you!

Find all the Knoll News Christmas carols
On our website - fccem.org - we have posted all 25 of the original lyric
Christmas carols published on the cover of a December Knoll News since
1992. 

This issue’s cover presents the final carol in this long-standing tradition. So
we encourage you to go to our website, find the carols, then read them,
sing them, and share them.

New Year’s Day -

what do we do

with the gift

After the gifts are
unwrapped, what do

we do with them?
That’s the core
question we’ll
address as our

Christmas-season
sermon series

“Delivered”
concludes on New

Year’s Day. The
depth and

authenticity of
our 

appreciation for
the generosity

of the giver
mean a great
deal, but they

don’t determine
the usefulness
of the gifts we

received. So when it
comes to the gift of

Jesus, how do we
best make use of what

God has offered?
Come as we reflect
on a year that was

and a new year that
awaits.

mailto:office@fccem.org,


Recent Concerns
Terri Grove- Receiving chemotherapy
treatments for cancer of unknown origins

Paula Clark - Continuing battle with variety
of issues

Marty Long - Doing well following successful
hip replacement surgery 

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5th St. Ct. East Moline

U p d a t e s
Participation report
Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

November 20 18 6

November 27 19 9

December 4 10 8

December 11 22 11

Finances through November 2016
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48,751.01
Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $64,966.08
Were income on pace w/2016 budget. . . . . . . . . . $64,966.08

Financial Situation

Every year churches must
find new ways to tell the

VERY familiar Christmas
story. Similarly, every

month we must find new
ways to describe our

congregation’s financial
circumstances that, by

now, have become VERY
familiar to regular Knoll

News readers.

Faithful financial support
is an important part of a

healthy spiritual lifestyle.
We publish these monthly

financial updates to
remind you that such

support is also critical to
our church’s future.

Annual cookie

exchange happens this

weekend

A final reminder to
participants in this year’s

cookie exchange that
happens in the Memorial
Room, from 10:00-10:20
a.m. Thanks for helping

grow this young tradition
in our church.

Serving in January. . .

Welcome Team:  Multimedia Desk

Marsha Jones Noelle Ledbetter

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:

Jackie Hume Jackie Hume

Preparing Communion:  Serving Communion:

Marsha Jones Dawn Dumoulin, Deb Langley 

Providing Childcare: To be determined

January Birthdays
Walter Cark. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Arrianna Warren-Mendoza. . . . . . . . . 19
Shari Coley.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Eula Mae Clark. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Deb Langley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

REMINDER: We can't tell people about
your birthday or anniversary unless you
tell us. Contact the church office with your
information.

Ministry claim form
enclosed in this issue
Every year we invite the people of our church
to identify the way(s) they intend to participate
in our ministries in the
coming year by filling
out what we call a
ministry claim form.
The information we get
from those forms helps
us plan ministries - to
schedule who serves communion or offers the
communion prayers, for example. Even if you
expect your participation to be limited to
occasional worship, we ask you to fill out a
form (one per person in your household). And
who knows? When you review the many ways
you could be involved in your church, you
might decide to try something new!

We’ll collect the forms during worship on
January 1, as well as any time after that
Sunday.



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e
 

A final reminder about donation options
Two of the welcome traditions in our congregational celebration of Christmas
are the collections we take for clothes and other items for newborns and their
parents served by Pregnancy Resources in
Moline, and the collection of winter wear
accessories such as hats, scarves, and
gloves that we donate to the Salvation
Army. 

Here’s the list of suggested newborn gifts,
currently being received in the manger
positioned in front of the Chrismon tree in
the church lobby (winter wear donations
may be hung on the tree just inside the
west entrance):

terrycloth & blanket sleepers (newborn to 18 months); cloth diapers; diaper
pins; undershirts or onesies; outfits; sweaters; hooded bath towels; changing
pads; baby wipes; disposable diapers; plastic pants; blankets & receiving
blankets; new bottles & pacifiers; bibs; socks & booties; toys

We are together events resuming in 2017
“We Are Together” is the name we give to events that bring the people of
our church together for fun, food, and/or mission. In the new year, we’ll
hold several events, beginning with the third annual multi cultural potluck

on Saturday, January 28 (5:00 p.m.) We
invite you to prepare dishes that reflect your
family’s heritage or any other heritage of your
choosing (Last year your editor honored his
mom’s Norwegian side of his family; this

year? You’ll have to come to the potluck to find out!) 

As you decide whether to participate in this event, please remember our
rule about potlucks: Bring food to share if you can, but come anyway if
you can’t because we know from lifetimes of experience that God
ALWAYS provides!

In late February will come our annual chili challenge, so get ready for
some good food and great company when we are together in 2017

Helmets of Hope

celebrates first

anniversary

On Thursday of this
week (December 15)

we celebrated the one
year anniversary of the

first-ever delivery
made in our household

supply ministry to
veterans called

“Helmets of Hope.”
The ministry provides

essential supplies such
as paper products,

household cleaners,
rags, and a broom to

veterans who have
recently moved off the

streets and into
housing of their own.

Helmets partners with
three agencies by

delivering to them both
20-item complete

collections of supplies
for vets as they move

into their housing, and
refill inventories of

items.

Since April 1, when we
began keeping detailed

records of this data
point, we have

delivered an average
of nearly 325 supply

items per month to our
partners.

  Ministry
Donations

We thank God for the donations in support of our congregation’s ministries given by the
following people. We celebrate the lives of the people honored and remembered by
those donations. (If you want to donate so as to remember and/or honor the people of
your life, direct your donations to the church office. We will add your information to the
donor list projected during worship and posted on our website.)

Given by: To Honor or Remember:

Shari & Bill Coley
Shari's parents: Nancy Mee; Don Mee
Bill's parents: Arlene & Fred Coley

Louise & Bob Hellstrom Bill; Grace; our parents

Jim & Marsha Jones and family
Our parents, grandparents, son in-law, and all friends
and family who have passed

Marlowe & Carl McSparin
Floyd & Veryl Jacobs (Toddy & Jake); 
Karen and Erin Anderson

Maurine Unzel My son Kevin LaValle

Jackie Hume
Ruby & Charles Stoneburg; Elaine & Ivan Tank;          
Bill Hume

Cindy VanWatermeulen
Hazel Anderson; “Sissy” Jera;                                     
Mom and Dad VanWatermeulen

Walter & Eula Mae Clark

Our parents: E.L. & Edna Tevebaugh; Walter & Marion
Clark; Our brothers: Bob Tevebaugh; Donald and Harold
Clark; Eula Mae’s aunt: Effie Tevevbaugh (passed away
this year at 95 years of age). We loved them all dearly.



First Christian Church of East Moline
Proposed 2017 Operating Budget

Recommended for congregational approval
 by the General Board at its December meeting

2017
Proposed

ADMINISTRATION
Office Expense

Office Equipment Maintenance $200.00
Paper 100.00
Office Supplies & Equipment 75.00
Postage (Stamps, Mailings, Permits) 150.00
Telephone/Internet access  1,500.00
Web Page hosting 348.00
TOTAL $2,373.00

Personnel
Ministerial Compensation 

Salary $20,000.00
Housing 14,600.00
Pension 4,844.38
Vehicle 3,500.00
Books/Continuing Education 467.62

TOTAL $43,500.00

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION $45,873.00

STEWARDSHIP 
Offering Envelopes $140.00

TOTAL STEWARDSHIP  $140.00

PROPERTY
Safe Deposit Box $26.00

Lawn Mowing 2,400.00
Fire Extinguisher Service 100.00
Gas and Electric 6,000.00
Water and Sewer 1,100.00
Custodial Supplies 150.00
Pest Control  275.00
Insurance (4 payments during year) 6,00.00
Snow Removal (parking lot & 7th St. sidewalk) 2,000.00
Air Conditioning Service 700.00

TOTAL PROPERTY $18,751.00

WORSHIP
Multimedia Licenses (for song lyrics, video clips) 178.00

TOTAL WORSHIP  $178.00

WORLD OUTREACH

Basic Mission Finance $400.00
Churches United 100.00
Meal Site 400.00
Misc. Ministry Needs 200.00

TOTAL OUTREACH  $1,100.00

BOTTOM LINE

Total Proposed Budget $66,042.00

[NOTE: This proposed operating budget for 2017 reflects a 6.6% reduction in  
overall spending from the current year’s budget.]


