
In  this
issue. . . 

! Thanksgiving Sunday is here;
always a joy

! First indications of the Christmas
season

! Lots of ways to make a difference 

! Trunk or Treat ministry sets
record for welcoming guests

! Thanksgiving food basket
ministry

! Introducing a new tag line for our
church

! A new information directory is
coming in January

! A holiday cookie exchange

! This and more in your KNOLL
NEWS!
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And from Bill. . .               by Bill Coley

“I am not
consistent in my
appreciation for

Heaven’s
generosity toward
me and the world

around me.” 

Two words keep returning to my head: God

provides.

I can’t escape them. I can’t un-think them. I can’t
find alternatives.

After 31 years of writing thanksgiving-themed
November newsletter columns, I’d expect my
gratitude vocabulary to be quite expansive, to
reflect a wide and varied range of ideas,
circumstances, and spiritual truths. But no. The
only words that come to me are “God provides.”

 C I don’t have a list of things for
which I feel grateful.

 C I don’t have an urge to specify the
contributions a certain group of
people.

 C I don’t want to count my blessings.

I simply want to say God provides.

Those two words arise routinely in the
rhetoric of our congregational life, of
course – most prominently as part of
our invitation to potluck meals. “If
you can’t bring food, come anyway!”
we faithfully proclaim, “for we know
God ALWAYS provides.”

Those two words also arise frequently in the Bible:

 C As the people freed from slavery in Egypt

wandered in the wilderness, God provided daily
manna, a forerunner of what Jesus would call
“daily bread.”

 C When the prophet Elijah challenged the
prophets of Baal to a contest, God provided fire
from heaven that wholly consumed the bull he
had drenched with water.

 C When Jesus and his disciples faced more than
5,000 hungry people on one occasion, and more
than 4,000 people on another occasion, God
provided sufficient food for all of them via a
couple of fish and a handful loaves of bread.

God provides.

 C When I need to get somewhere, when I’m
running late or the situation calls for my
most rapid transit to a given location, God
always provides the green lights I need to
sustain my journey’s momentum.

 C When families are struck by tragedy or
loss, when conflicts flare or debt mounts or
dysfunction reigns, God provides the
necessary listening ear, or plausible relief

from the weight of the burdens.

 C When I was late in contacting a
participant in Sunday night’s
Community Praise worship
regarding her role and
contributions to that service, God
provided via the call she made to
me.

 C When I felt stressed out on
Thursday by an issue, God
provided via the counsel of a guest
and the outcome of a phone call he
made.

God provides. God always provides.

I don’t always recognize the provision. I’m not
consistent in my appreciation for Heaven’s
generosity toward me and the world around me. So,
this “God provides” notion really is a matter of
faith and labeling. The two words I can’t escape as
reflective of my take on thanksgiving this year
depend on me for their authority. Will I see the
provision? Do I notice the goodness? Have I
responded sufficiently to the blessings?

I’m not the only person who has to ask those
questions of him- or herself, am I? You have to, as
well. God provides for you, too. In ways little and
large, in moments profound and petty, God
provides for you. The only question is do you
notice?

N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Operation Christmas Child shoe box
ministry will gift 28 kids 
We praise God for yet another successful Operation Christmas Child
ministry, which this year collected 28 shoe boxes filled with age- and
gender appropriate gifts and toys that will be sent to children in developing
nations around the world.
Because we donated $7/box
shipping costs via an online
payment, we will find out
within a couple of months
which country our boxes
went to.

Thanks to all who donated
completed boxes, individual
items, money for shipping
costs, or their time at our
“boxing party” on November 12. And all praise to God for blessing our
efforts once again.

Trunk or Treat #10 was pure treat!
A brief review of this year’s Trunk or Treat ministry, the tenth annual

such event our church has conducted. With a lot
of effort from a dedicated Trunk or Treat team,
our newly refurbished east knoll transformed
into a magical welcoming area for around 575
kids and adults. Seasonal lighting strung from
trees as well as around our famous tree stump,
along with the addition of four laser light
devices that created a dazzling canopy-like

display on the leaves of the trees, made for a spectacular space from which
to distribute candy, s’mores, hot chocolate, and our warmest welcomes.

If you donated candy or cash for same, or if you helped set up, operate, or
clean up after this year’s event, thank you! All praise and honor, though,
go to God, who blessed us with great weather and a record turnout of
guests,  from whose very positive comments about their experience at our
site we think we have every reason to expect an even-larger, more
enthusiastic turnout next year.

Thanks for another

great Thanksgiving

basket ministry

Our thanksgiving
basket ministry this

year received
monetary donations

totaling $385,
donations that included
a generous gift from a
former member of our
church who now lives

in another part of
Illinois. We expect that

amount of money to
allow us to purchase

all the food needed for
the food baskets for six
families our team will

deliver to this weekend
(four households in

Silvis and two in East
Moline). Our great

thanks to all who
donated and to the

ministry team for their
hard work. Our great

praise to God for
blessing our efforts to
make a difference in

our community.



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Help decorate upper level for the season
We take great satisfaction from the look and feel we create in our church’s
upper level during the Christmas season. Special banners, seasonal colors,
and a nativity scene are among the contributors to the season’s
surroundings at FCCEM. 

You can help prepare for this year’s journey to the manger by coming to
the church on Wednesday, November 30, at 6:30 p.m. You can help us
decorate the tree that will sit in the lobby, or hang banners, or prepare
greenery, or..... 

One new addition to our setup this year will be one or more of the laser
light displays which so richly blessed our Trunk or Treat event. On the
30th, we’ll put our heads together to figure out how best to use the lasers to
bless the look and feel of our worship space (and possibly the east knoll!)

It’s time to ring the Salvation Army bell 
For fifteenth consecutive year, our church will send a
team to a local Salvation Army “Red Kettle” site to raise
money for that organization’s ministry. This year’s bell
ringing will happen a bit earlier than in past years. We’re
scheduled for Saturday, December 3, from 10:00–2:00
p.m. at the merchandise entrance of the Moline Wal
Mart. That means there are eight half-hour time blocks
waiting for your interest in them via the sign up sheet

now posted at Mission Central. You and any others with whom you wish to
partner may take multiple blocks, if you so choose. 

From many of experience, we know that ringing the Salvation Army bell is
fun and rewarding. Be part of this year’s Red Kettle team!

A declaration of
thanksgiving

11 Not that I was
ever in need, for I

have learned how to
be content with

whatever I have. 12 I
know how to live on

almost nothing or
with everything. I
have learned the

secret of living in
every situation,

whether it is with a
full stomach or

empty, with plenty or
little. 13 For I can do

everything through
Christ,* who gives

me strength. 14 Even
so, you have done

well to share with me
in my present

difficulty.

Philippians 4.11-14

(NLT)
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Thanksgiving Sunday brings a meal and
community praise
The Sunday before Thanksgiving Sunday – this weekend’s Sunday – is one
of the great Sundays of our church year because three important events
always occur:

1) Sunday morning worship,
which this year will include the
final sermon in our current
sermon series called
“ThanksLIVING,” which is a
brief exploration of what it means
to live a Christian life. (You can
read all the sermons of the series
on our church website, fccem.org)

2) Our annual thanksgiving
potluck feast immediately after worship, which will be your chance to
enjoy the casual company of your congregation and family over the good
eats provided by those among us who are able to bring food (our rule for
every potluck is to bring food to share if you can, but come anyway if you
can’t because God ALWAYS provides!)

3) And finally, the annual community praise worship, which this year
we will host (Sunday, 6:00 p.m.) The simple but passionate worship will
focus attention on the praise and honor we give to God in thanksgiving for
the blessings of life, including the life of the Body of Christ, also known as
the Church.

Unlike in past years, this year worship music will come solely from
congregational singing, music that will include the familiar hymns
“Amazing Grace” and “How Great Thou Art,” and two praise songs we
often sing called “You Are Good” and “I Love You, Lord.”

Join us for this joyful and important gathering of Christians, then stay for
casual conversation in fellowship hall aided by the cookies people from our
church are providing (if you’ve volunteered to bring cookies, please have
them on site by 5:30 p.m. on Sunday). 

New information

directory coming

We publish a printed
contact information

directory for the
convenience of the
households in our
church. The 2017

edition of the
directory will be

published in January
2017. In advance of

its publication we will
send emails to

everyone in the
church for

whom we have
an email

address asking
for permission

to publish those
addresses in the
new directory. 

If you have
moved since the last
directory came out,

or if there have been
other changes in your
contact information –

address changes or
phone number(s)

changed or
discontinued, for

example - be sure to
inform the church

office.



Recent Concerns
Terri Grove- Receiving chemotherapy
treatments for cancer of unknown origins

Paula Clark - Recovering well from shingles;
recent bout with the flu

Marty Long - At home following successful
hip replacement surgery 

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5th St. Ct. East Moline

U p d a t e s

Participation report

Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

October 23 17 9

October 30 22 8

November 6 21 10

November 13 20 11

Finances through October 2016
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,822.01
Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48,230.44
Were income on pace w/2016 budget.. . . . . . . . . . $59,552.24

Financial Situation

Nothing about this
month’s data will surprise
readers familiar with this

page and column of our
newsletter. What also

should surprise no one is
that as we search for

direction in these
challenging times, God is

providing for us.

Next month: The final

annual Knoll News

Christmas carol

Since 1992, in December
we have published

original lyrics meant to be
sung to the tune of

familiar seasonal songs
such as “Frosty the

Snowman” or “It's the
Most Wonderful Time of
the Year.” The cover of
next month’s newsletter
will offer the 25th and

final Knoll News carol, so
buy your frame now so

that you can proudly
display the closing verse
of this unique tradition. 

Serving in December. . .

Welcome Team:  Multimedia Desk

Suzie Guthrie Shari Coley

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:

Maurine Unzel Maurine Unzel

Preparing Communion:  Serving Communion:

Shari Coley Shari Coley, Suzie Guthrie 

Providing Childcare: Noelle Ledbetter/Deb Langley/Andrew Sullivan/Dawn Dumoulin

December Birthdays
Sheri McBride. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Jim Ledbetter.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Barb Bennett-Hakanson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

December Anniversaries
Bev Hartman & Earl Davidson. . . . . . . . . 13
Hurley & Carole Sutton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

REMINDER: We can't tell people about
your birthday or anniversary unless you tell
us. Contact the church office with your
information.

Will we go a-caroling?
We have not decided whether to conduct a
Christmas caroling journey this year. You can
help us make that decision by expressing your
interest in the sign up sheet that’s posted at
Mission Central (or
you can send an
email to the church -
office@fccem.org)

If we go this year,
the realities of our
congregation may
send us deeper into
the mission field,
visiting care centers
or other gatherings of people in our
community. 

Let us know of your interest by Sunday,
December 11. 



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e
 

Manger gifts support newborns and new
parents
For many, many years we have donated
clothing and other items essential for
newborns to Pregnancy Resources in
Moline. Again this year, in the manger that
will sit in front of the church lobby
Christmas tree we will welcome your
donation of any of the following items:

terrycloth & blanket sleepers (newborn to
18 months); cloth diapers; diaper pins;
undershirts or onesies; outfits; sweaters;
hooded bath towels; changing pads; baby
wipes; disposable diapers; plastic pants; blankets & receiving blankets; new
bottles & pacifiers; bibs; socks & booties; toys

Mitten tree to collect winter wear
donations  

Another seasonal tradition at FCCEM is the special tree that
will be posted near the main
west entrance on which we will
collect mittens, gloves, hats,
and scarves that will be given to
the Salvation Army for local

distribution. Anytime during December feel free to hang your winter
accessory donation on that special and smaller tree.

Christmas weekend will bring together
faith and fun 
While some might believe that Christmas Eve coming on a Saturday is
inconvenient, we choose to believe that it gives us a chance to be together
in worship twice within fifteen hours!  (Continues in sidebar)

Join us on Saturday
night (7:00 p.m.) for
our most structured

worship of the
weekend. We’ll sing

carols, light lights, tell
the story of Jesus’

birth, and rejoice for
the grace of God that

has been delivered into
our lives.

On Sunday morning
we’ll add something a

bit different to our
worship. In addition to

a very casual spirit
filled with fun songs,

both spiritual and
secular, we’ll hold a
$10 gift exchange for

people wanting to
participate. Every

person who brings a
wrapped gift to share
will take home a gift
from another giver.
Participation in the

gift exchange is NOT
required or even

expected! But please
join the fun if you

wish.

 

A Helmets of Hope weekend update
Helmets of Hope weekend, October 22-23, celebrated our congregation’s
signature ministry of providing essential household supplies to formerly
homeless veterans in the area.

On Saturday, three members of the Helmets ministry team represented our
church at the regional assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Illinois and Wisconsin, and made a brief
presentation, supported by photos of the ministry’s
various activities in this first year of its operation.
Part of that presentation was an expression of our
congregation’s gratitude for the $2,000 “Mission
First” grant, one of seven such grants approved.

On Sunday we welcomed representatives of all three
of our Helmets partner agencies We heard from those reps during worship
and then enjoyed their company for a light lunch. Thanks to our partners!
Thanks to those who made Helmets of Hope weekend a great success! And
praise to God for it all!

Cookie exchange on December 18 
For the fourth consecutive year, we will hold a cookie exchange in the
days leading up to Christmas Day (which this year happens to be on a
Sunday!) This year’s exchange will take place in the Memorial Room
during the half hour between Sunday groups and morning worship.

If you want to participate, you need take
only two actions:

1) Sign the sheet at Mission
Central to express your interest by
Sunday, December 11. That sheet will
report how many total dozen cookies
exchange participants will be asked to
prepare (one dozen for each other
participant).

2) On the 18th, bring however many dozen cookies are called for
to the Memorial Room at 10:00 a.m. then enjoy the sweet feast.

Make the cookies of your choice or imagination. And have a blessed time.

  I love you, LORD;      
you are my strength.

    2 The LORD is my
rock, my fortress, and
my savior; my God is
my rock, in whom I
find protection. He is
my shield, the power
that saves me, and my
place of safety. 

    3 I called on the
LORD, who is worthy
of praise, and he saved
me from my enemies.

    4 The ropes of
death entangled me;

      floods of
destruction swept over
me.

    5 The grave
wrapped its ropes
around me; death laid
a trap in my path.

    6 But in my distress
I cried out to the
LORD; yes, I prayed
to my God for help.
He heard me from his
sanctuary; my cry to
him reached his ears.

Psalm 18.1-6   (NLT)


