
The Old Testament stories about Gideon are some of the great stories and Gideon himself is one of the great
characters of the Bible, but chances are the only thing most Christians know about Gideon is that he must have
been the first person to put bibles in ancient motel rooms because handing out Bibles is what Gideons do. Well,
the Gideons of today in fact took their name from the biblical Gideon, but the similarities basically end there.

We meet Gideon in the sixth chapter of Judges. There isn't anything unusual or special about him; he just sort
of pops up in the middle of an unfolding scene in which the people of Israel are under oppression. Judges 6
begins by reporting that God has punished Israel for their evil deeds by handing them over to a group called the
Midianites, whose oppressive tactics included absconding with Israel’s crops and livestock, leaving the Israelites
with nothing. In reaction to that bad situation, says Judges 6.6, the Israelites cried out to God. God hears the
cries, sends a prophet to tell the Israelites they're suffering because they were worshiping other gods, and then in
6.11 begins the story of Gideon. 

When we meet him, he's minding his own business, trying to hide grain from the Midianites. From the first
words of his story we realize Gideon is different: vv.12-13....

God's with you, Gideon!... Yeah? Well, look around. Where's God been lately? God has this great reputation,
but you wouldn't know it from what's been happening to us! 

Hear that defiance? Ever get that way with God? I do. If you've worried that maybe you shouldn't be so blunt
when talking to Heaven – perhaps you shouldn't shake your fist so vigorously at Heaven – take comfort from
Gideon. He does it and he's a hero. In fact, many of the heroic figures of the Old Testament talk back to
God: Abraham did. Moses did. King David got mad at God. It's okay. But just don't stop with mad; hear the
rest of Gideon's story.

Let's read on. VV.14-16.... Set aside your anger and your disgust over your current circumstances, because God
is sending you to do something about it. And you will succeed because the God who is sending you is the God
who will be with you.

Then v.17.... Gideon says, I want proof. Show me a sign. But before you show me a sign – hear this – I'm going
to show you a sign. Gideon's sign will be an offering. 

We all get irritated with God. We all go through seasons when things aren't going well, when we're frustrated
and beleaguered, and disappointed, and angry. God, if you're so great and mighty, why aren't you more obvious
in my life? Where's your hand leading me out of this bondage? Why am I in such perpetual distress? 

When you're in a season like that, learn a lesson from Gideon, who says God, I need a sign that you're as
involved in my life as you say you are. BUT, while I'm waiting for you, I'm not going to sit around; I'm
going to offer myself to you – even though I don't know where you are, though I can't feel your presence in my
life – I am going act as if you never left. Here's my offering. 

What does such an offering look like? Praying, even though you're not sure you're being heard. Worship, even
though you're not sure the God you're praising deserves the accolades. An offering looks like the financial
offerings we take up every Sunday. God, here's my offering – I can't see you, feel you, hear you right now. I
am in my own kind of captivity. But here's my money given because I believe you gotta be around here
somewhere. Gideon says to the angel, I need a sign that God's still around ‘cause it's hard to believe with all the
bad stuff happening in my life. But before I get the sign, I am going to give one – my offering.

Story continues. Gideon offers a goat and some unleavened bread, which God accepts through fire from heaven.
But that's not the sign Gideon asked for.



At the angel's direction, Gideon then tears down a pole used to worship an idol. Others in the camp want to kill
Gideon, but his father talks them out of it.

In v.33 we finally get to the sign.... Get that? Gideon wants a sign, but first, makes an offering, and then does
what God wants him to do. Only then – after two gifts from himself – Gideon says, I will put some fleece on the
floor. Tomorrow morning let me find the fleece wet and the floor dry. Then I'll know you're in my life right
now.

Fleece on the floor. What kind of sign is that? I'd be saying, God, if you're truly in my life right now, when I
wake up in the morning, let me find six ounces of 24 carat gold on the kitchen counter. Or let me have 20 inch
biceps and one of those body builder chests. Or let someone call the church tomorrow offering to give us
$100,000 to create new ministry here. Now that's a sign! Gideon says, give me some damp fleece. Give me a
break.

Even worse, after he gets the damp fleece/dry floor combo, he asks for a second sign. But the second sign is just
a reversal of the first – tomorrow let me wake up and find a wet floor but dry fleece.

Why such meager sign requests from Gideon? Because – and this is big – Gideon doesn't need his world fixed
to know God is present in it. He only needs to know God is in his house. If God's somewhere in his house,
Gideon's world will be fixed. So a sign from God can be anything...like a green light when you're in a hurry to
get where you're going, or a friendly face when you most need to see one, or a song on the radio that speaks a
word your heart needs to hear. A sign from God for you and me doesn't have to make us millionaires or end our
family conflicts – it needs only to prove to us that God is in our houses.

I have a frequent but not every Sunday practice of looking for my blessing of the day. You should do this, too.
Could be just seeing one of you, or could be something you say, or something that happens in worship. That
blessing is my sign, which I often see while in the midst of a season of inner turmoil. I’m telling you that signs of
God in your house are all over your life. You just have to look for them.

And when you find a sign, when it becomes obvious that God is in your house, make sure you follow Gideon's
example in Judges 7. He gets his sign, breaks free from the chains of his doubt, then acts. Gideon goes to fight
the Midianites. 

God wants your help this week. God wants you to help the cause of Christ in the Quad Cities by living
differently, giving regularly, praying constantly, loving helpfully, and staying connected to him and to his
church. When you get your sign, don't wait – your sign is not a permission slip to wait. Act. Live like you have
received your sign, live like you know the creator of the world is in your house.

One other interesting thing about gideon. At first Gideon has 32,000 troops with which to fight the Midianites.
God says, that's too many. You take that many, you'll think you won the battle. So they whittle down the force
from 32,000 to 300. They still win. You know why they won with just 300? God was in their house.

When you find out God is in your house this week and you decide to believe God is on your side in your battles,
because God is in your house, and you experience good outcomes and other blessings from your efforts,
remember your source, remember the one who made it possible. Remember your power. Give credit, don't
take it. 

And then come back here next Sunday to sing a little louder, pray a little deeper, believe a little stronger. And be
a sign to someone else that Jesus lord of your life and your God is an awesome God.


