
In our ongoing  sermon series examining Old Testament stories, today we have the first of two Sundays of stories
in which Moses is the lead character. You know Moses - he's the one God called to lead the slaves out of
bondage in Egypt, the one who received his call from God via a burning bush, the one who parted the Red Sea
with his walking stick, who came down from the mountain with the ten commandments. So he's a major player in
the Old Testament. In fact, Deuteronomy 34.10-12 says this about him.....

A mighty biblical character who in today's Old Testament stories has a problem – actually, a series of problems
that have a common theme. The people God called him to lead out of Egypt and into the Promised Land are
complainers.

I did a quick count. Eight different times the people complain to or about Moses after the left Egypt. Not going to
list them all, but we can summarize them all by saying people complained about the food, about the water, and
about the future. So Moses and his associate Aaron have their work cut out for them. They are leading a bunch of
people who are hard to satisfy, at least hard to satisfy for very long.

To give you an idea of just how hard a job Moses has, open your Bible to Exodus 14; I want you to see a
sequence of events. First in the chapter is the story of the parting of the Red Sea – good news. The chapter ends
with  this (14.31).... So as Exodus 14 ends we have happy, confident people.

Exodus 15 begins with a song from Moses. It's a song of praise for God's protection and provision for Israel to
get them out of Egypt. After that song from Moses, the prophet Miriam adds this (v.21)....

The people are happy. The leaders are singing for joy. Things are going great... until the next verse (22) where
we learn Moses and company travel for three days into the desert without finding water. In v.24, the people issue
their first complaint. There are plenty more to come.

Moses has a hard job. Gotta feel sorry for him. My favorite moment among all the complaints is in Exodus 17.
People are thirsty. They complain. Moses says, why are you complaining to me? The complaint department is
upstairs. They continue to argue with him, and so in  v.4 Moses says....

Moses has a real problem. That's all backdrop for the specific story I want us to focus on today, found in
Numbers 20.1-13. But before we read those, I need to tell you to get ready for a surprise message. Nothing I've
said so far prepares you for today's takeaway.

In the first five verses of Numbers 20, people complain about thirst and ask Moses why he had taken them out of
Egypt in the first place. In vv.6-8 God tells Moses to strike a rock to get all the water the people need. Now we
read 9-11....

Sounds good, doesn't it? Plenty of water. End of the complaints. But there's a problem. V.12.... In one of the
greatest surprises in all of the Bible, Moses and Aaron are suddenly disqualified from going into the Promised
Land with the rest of the people. Why? God says they didn't demonstrate God's holiness to the people. That's a
little cryptic. In more common speech, the wheels came off in v. 10.... 

Must we – Aaron and I – bring you water? Hear the problem with that? Moses takes credit for something he
didn't do – something he could not have done – and in so doing displayed spiritual arrogance and conceit, which
in God's mind at least, disqualified him from the Promised Land.

One of the most important lessons we have to learn in life – certainly the most important lesson I have learned in
my life – is that on our own, by our own authority and power, we are ultimately helpless, hopeless, and doomed
to failure; it's just the way it is. Jesus said as much in  John 15.5....

Unfortunately, that spiritual truth doesn't stop us from believing otherwise. It's part of our culture – self made



men and women, pull yourself up by your bootstraps. Whatever it is, we think we can handle it. And as a result,
we turn away from God – not necessarily out of anger or protest, but simply because we believe we can handle it.
Like we're saying to God, relax, God – I got this.

This financial problem – I got this. I'll work it out. This family conflict, I'll find a way. This crisis of confidence,
I'll get through it. This comfortable season, the good things that are happening in my life right now – aren't you
proud of me? Aren't I doing well?

Spiritual arrogance arises so easily. Moses was dealing with a bunch of complainers – a hard, hard job. He
asked God what to do, followed the instructions almost perfectly – but blew it when he took the credit. Similar
things can happen to us in unexpected ways. When we don't stay connected to God in prayer – when we don't
talk – I don't know, because things are going well, don't have anything to pray for! When we do that we turn
away from God and not giving credit where it is not due.

When we disconnect from worship – when worship is not a priority in life – perhaps because things are going
well, or because we think other things are more important, we turn away from God, we fail to give God due
credit, for there isn't anything in our lives for which God does not deserve credit. It's as if we say, God, I don't
need to be in your house with your people. It's okay. I like it there, and I know you sent those people into my life
for my good, and me into their lives for their good, but I've got a good enough handle in my life right now, or
I've got more important things in my life right now. That's spiritual arrogance.

Worse yet, there are Sundays we come in here on a Sunday and look and sound and act like spiritual giants –
maturing Christians – and then we go out there and live as if we've never heard of God; we don't take out there
the God we meet in here. We're just like Moses, who asked God what to do – he went to church – but once he
left the church, he forgot where he came from.

Are you getting this? When we fail to be good stewards with our money, when we don't follow biblical principles
for money management, which include giving back to the work of God from what God has given us – the word is
tithing, but I don't want to scare you – we look like Moses in today's story. We know what to do, because we've
been to church and heard the word – but when it's go time, we take control. And God sees us hang onto our
money and says, you didn't trust me enough to give away from what you have, even though I told you and told I
would provide for you.

When Moses got spiritually arrogant, he faced consequences: he wouldn't be allowed into the Promised Land.
There are consequences for our arrogance, too, first among which is disconnection. 

The Israelites were thirsty for water. When we get arrogant, when we live confident of our own abilities, when
we deny God the credit, we're likely to experience a spiritual thirst as in, life is okay, but something is missing.
I'm getting by, but there has to be more. And sometimes, the consequences are more dire – arrogance and pride
and ego ultimately will fail. And God is willing to let us suffer the consequences of our failures.

Here's the bottom line for today. You are not capable of living a bountiful life on your own. You were not
made to go it alone, to deserve credit for yourself. You were made to be connected to the body of Jesus and to
depend on your maker for everything, the God who in Jesus sent you the most amazing invitation to life ever.
Proverbs 3.5-6 says it  memorably....

If in the week to come you experience success or satisfaction or contentment or friendship or love or anything
else, don't take credit. And when you raise your hand or open your mouth or move your body to do... anything
this coming week, remember where you came from, remember whom you belong to, and remember where your
hope and power really live. Then the promised land called abundant living will open to you, and in the name of
Jesus you will help us change the world.


