
In  this
issue. . . 

! The Helmets of Hope craft &
vendor fair is here!

! Help paint the Memorial Room

! Lots more Helmets news 

! Our next Bible study group will
review the Gospels

! Be sure to check out the new knoll

! Helmets of Hope to make
presentation to regional church
assembly

! Trunk or Treat ideas invited

! New LED lighting in building

! Walk to fight hunger

! This and more in your KNOLL
NEWS!
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And from Bill. . .               by Bill Coley

“Life is hard.
It’s

complicated.
It’s frequently
unsatisfying.

It’s a
wounding,

For me it was a challenging board meeting the other
night. For a good portion of it I sat either with my
head in my hands or my head staring at the Memorial
Room floor.

The meeting’s challenge arose from multiple factors,
principal among which were the vitality issues we
face as a congregation – those related to worship
attendance, financial health, and overall activity level
– and the heaviness I feel for people in our church
who are going through stuff right now, people
dealing with tragic loss, cancer, upcoming surgery,
and recuperation from surgery that has
been severely impacted by uninvited
infections.

I responded to the church vitality
concerns with a dreary mix of sadness
and guilt. I reacted to the challenges
our people face with sighs of frustration
that they (and you) have to go through
what they’re going through, as well as
pastoral passion, hoping beyond hope
that God will find a way to use me and
us to say, think, do, or pray something
that will make a difference.

The larger experience I had during the
board meeting, however, was a deeply rooted sense
of the complexity of life. When I was young, life
consisted of school, homework, the dishes, some
TV, and bedtime. The routine was practical,
productive, and most importantly, intentional. I knew
what to expect, and the people around me knew what
to expect from me. That’s not the way life is for me
(or you) today.

Today we live broken, discordant lives whose core
unpredictability is embodied in the year’s presidential
campaign. No matter your politics, you have to
acknowledge that this campaign has veered into
personal and rhetorical wildernesses the likes of
which we have not seen in our lifetimes. Flawed
candidates covered by a flawed public address system
(aka, the media) that speaks to a divided and equally
flawed audience. Name your favorite president(s) and
chances are good that their election cycle didn’t run

off the rails the way this one has. To very partisan
me, that’s really sad.

Life is hard. It’s complicated. It’s frequently
unsatisfying. It’s a wounding, deflating experience.
It’s not what I expected as I dried the dishes from my
childhood family meals.

Which is why what ELSE happened at the board
meeting the other night was so important: 

C When one board member struggled with the
current brokenness of life, the member sitting

next to her cloaked her shoulders with
an arm of support.

C When I gave voice to some of my
struggles, several board members
voiced encouragement

C And when it came time to close
the meeting with prayer as we
always do, God provided words
through me that acknowledged
the hurts common as well as
unique among us, but also the
confidence of faith so critical if
we are to outlast the challenges
we face

Oh, and the board took action to alleviate, at least for
the moment, some of our most immediate and
pressing financial challenges

In short, what happened in the board meeting was
that the Body of Christ rose up and responded in
faith and with hope. Which seems to be a fair
summary of God’s response to the complexity of our
lives. It’s not permanent fixes or simple escapes God
provides, but rather the company of similarly
wounded, needy, but fundamentally loving and
hopeful people, a people we call the Church.

For more than half my life you have been my church.
The board meeting the other night reminded me that I
need you now more than ever.

N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Our tenth annual Trunk or Treat!
We’re excited about our new gathering area on the east side knoll of the
church. One of the first major ways we will utilize it will come on
Halloween night as we offer our tenth annual Trunk of Treat night to
welcome kids and their families to our grounds for goodies and good times.

Since 2007, every October 31 we have set
up a collection of cars at our 7th St
entrance on Halloween night from which
a team of our people has welcomed trick
or treaters and others with smiles and a
heaping sample of the candy that had been
donated by our congregation. Last year
we distributed more than 4,000 pieces of
candy to more than 500 guests.

This year hope to clear the 7th St
entrance, which will allow traffic to move more freely, and move our
Trunk or Treat activities to the newly landscaped knoll. Exactly what will
we do at the new location? That’s where you can help! Use your creativity
to offer us suggestions of ways we can create a great experience for the
kids and families who visit us that night. What kinds of activities and
special treats could we offer? What games or other fun things could we
create for kids in their brief stop at our knoll? 

So take a good look at our new area and its eight tables, then imagine trick
or treaters visiting for a few minutes each. What could we do to make those
few minutes memorable? Have an idea? Send the church office an email,
talk to Bill, or leave a note. 

AND....start planning the way you will help us welcome the neighborhood:
You might choose to be part of the team that welcomes our guests and
hands out goodies; you might lend us a battery-powered portable light
source;  and/or you might choose to donate one or more bags of candy(only
individually wrapped, commercial candies, please) that we will accept at a
collection booth during the month of October.

It’s going to be a GREAT tenth anniversary night!

From the Letter to

the Ephesians

All praise to God, the
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed

us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly
realms because we are

united with Christ. 4 Even
before he made the world,

God loved us and chose
us in Christ to be holy

and without fault in his
eyes. 5 God decided in

advance to adopt us into
his own family by

bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This

is what he wanted to do,
and it gave him great

pleasure. 6 So we praise
God for the glorious

grace he has poured out
on us who belong to his

dear Son.* 7 He is so rich
in kindness and grace that
he purchased our freedom
with the blood of his Son

and forgave our sins.
8 He has showered his

kindness on us, along with
all wisdom and
understanding. 

Ephesians 1.3-8 (NLT)



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e

Help us paint the Memorial Room
Several months ago we completed a final repair to the flat section of our
building’s roof, which allowed us to replaster the Memorial Room ceiling
and portions of the room’s walls which had been
damaged by leaks caused by the roof. Now that
the plaster used for the ceiling and wall repair
has had the necessary time to set up, we’re ready
to repaint the walls (we’re leaving the ceiling its
new bright white).

We invite you to be part of our team that will
gather on Saturday, October 1, beginning at
9:00 a.m. Wear suitable clothes and come prepared to enjoy the company
of other team members as you make a difference to the look of our
building.

New LED lighting throughout building
Get ready to feel brighter when you come to church on Sunday. With the
help of some special funds, we have changed out nearly every light bulb in
the building and replaced them with LED bulbs. 

LED technology is the rage in all kinds of lighting
solutions because the bulbs come on instantly,
shine more brightly yet with far less heat than other
kinds of bulbs, last much longer, and use less
electricity than even the CFL bulbs that were
popular a few years ago.

The result is a worship center and lobby that are MUCH brighter than
before. (We think it’s likely that at least a few people will for the first time
in a long time be able to read the Sunday flyer in their pews!) Actually, the
entire building shines brighter now thanks to this installation. Praise God!

And as an added bonus, we will recycle the many cfl bulbs that we’re
replacing by including them in the household supply collections we
distribute to veterans through our Helmets of Hope ministry.

East knoll renewed

Great thanks to the
team of people from

our church who spent
time last weekend

clearing weeds,
sticks, and other

debris from our east
knoll, then spreading

mulch around the
cleared surface

before moving eight
picnic into an oval

around the perimeter
of the newly adorned
area. We plan to lay

additional mulch, but
our new gathering

space is now ready
for use.

One important
concern that in time

we will address is the
accessibility of the

new area. Currently,
persons with mobility

issues could face
challenges making it
up the small hillside.
We have some ideas

as how best to
address that very

legitimate concern,
and will keep you
informed we make

decisions
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News 
& Notes

Craft & Vendor fair to raise money for
Helmets of Hope ministry
We’ve finally arrived at the weekend of our first-ever craft and vendor fair,
set for this Saturday, September 17. We hope for a great turnout as we
welcome several vendors representing various product lines and area
businesses. We will serve breakfast burritos, a lunch meal, and various
items a la carte. 

We encourage you to stop by for a meal and to have a look at the
handcrafted items as well as the products and services offered by the
various vendors. Proceeds from the event will support our Helmets of Hope
household supply ministry to area veterans who have recently moved off
the streets and into housing of their own.

Use the sign up sheet posted at Mission Central to express your intention to
donate and/or work the fair.

Helmets ministry
goes regional
(assembly)
On Saturday, October 22, a team from our Helmets of Hope ministry will
make a five minute presentation as part of the “State of the Region”
message at this year’s regional assembly of our Illinois/Wisconsin region of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.)

Earlier this summer we received $2,000 from the regional church in
response to our submission of a request for one of its “Mission First”
grants. We will make our presentation to the regional assembly in part to
express our thanks for the region’s support, but also to help make the case
that the Body of Christ does best when it does ministry, when it makes a
difference in the lives of people.

And then on Sunday, October 23, we will hear from all three of our
Helmets of Hope partner agencies during worship, What a great chance to
hear first the people on the front lines of serving veterans in our area. Be

sure to join us!  

Buy a shirt,

support a vet

We’ve restocked our
supply of Helmets of

Hope t-shirts,
expanding our

inventory to include
neon green and pink,

as well as the original
orange and military

green shirts.

We’ve been impressed
by the quality
of our shirts.

We think you’ll
be similarly

impressed, and,
we hope,

excited about
supporting our

household
supply ministry

to veterans.

They look
great, wear well,

make great gifts, and
cost just $15, of

which Helmets will
receive $7. You can
buy yours (available

in sizes small through
2XL) at the craft &
vendor fair or from
the church office on

any Sunday.



Recent Concerns
Joan Mercer - Receiving radiation treatments
for cancer
Paulette Anderson - continuing antibiotic
treatments for infections following hip surgery
Maurine Unzel - Abdominal hernia repair
surgery scheduled for next week. 

Homebound
Ethel Dawson - 2638 5th St. Ct. East Moline
Fran Littlewood - Rosewood Care Ctr - rm 219, Moline

U p d a t e s
Participation report
Here we report weekly participation numbers for worship and our Sunday groups. We
look forward to the increases of these numbers as the transformation of our church
continues.

Date

Sunday

Worship

Sunday

Groups

August 21 26 9

August 28 18 7

September 4 16 6

September 11 20 7

Finances through August 2016
Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36,475.01

Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $41,249.08

Were income on pace w/2016 budget.. . . . . . . . . . $47,371.10

Financial Situation

It’s difficult to overstate
the financial challenges

we face as a
congregation. No

objective observe could
review the numbers

reported on this page
without experiencing
concern for our well-

being.

What matters, however,
isn’t what objective

observers say about our
numbers, but rather

what we say and do in
response to them.

We must revitalize as a
church. We must reach

new people and re-
invent ourselves as a

congregation. But until
that process succeeds,
we must step up to this

challenge with our
faithful and sacrificial
giving and determined

faith. Ultimately, we, the
most subjective

observers of our
congregation, are

responsible for what
happens next to our

church.

Serving in October. . .

Welcome Team:  Multimedia Desk

Suzie Guthrie Dawn Dumoulin

Communion Prayers: LifeSOUNDS:

Maurine Unzel Maurine Unzel

Preparing Communion:  Serving Communion:

Deb Langley Noelle Ledbetter, Nicole Sullivan

Providing Childcare: Dawn Dumoulin/Nicole Sullivan/Marsha Jones/Noelle Ledbetter/      
Deb Langley

October Birthdays
Nicole Sullivan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Suzie Guthrie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

October Anniversaries
Bob & Louise Hellstrom. . . . . . . . . . . . 8

REMINDER: We can't tell people about
your birthday or anniversary unless you tell
us. Contact the church office with your
information.

Announcing a change in
PraiseLand
Present circumstances compel us to
discontinue our PraiseLand ministry for kids
age 4 through sixth grade during Sunday
morning worship, at least for the time being.
Beginning this Sunday, September 18, we ask
all children in
kindergarten and older
to stay in the worship
center with their
family members
throughout the
service. Kids who have not yet reached
kindergarten may go downstairs immediately
following “Just for Kids” to be part of our
supervised childcare ministry.

We hope the time will soon come when we
will be able to recruit both leaders and kids in
sufficient numbers to resume the PraiseLand
ministry. 



N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e N e w s  Y o u  C a n  U s e
 

Current sermon reviews the Bible in 7
Our current sermon series offers a brief but helpful overview of the
content of the Bible. Over seven sermons Bill Coley is summarizing the
people and events reported in various sections of the Bible.

In the first two weeks we’ve visited
the first five books of the Bible -
what’s called the Pentateuch - where
we encountered the beginning of
creation, of humanity, of sin, of
grace, and the chosen people of God
who would settle in what we call the
Promised Land. Said settlement occurs in the second section of the Bible -
the narrative or historical material - which we addressed in last Sunday’s
sermon. Over the next five sermons, we’ll complete a review of the Old
Testament, consider the Gospels, then turn to the Books of Acts, the
letters of Paul and others, and finally the book of Revelation. Join us.

Celebrating Jay Dumoulin
Our congregation reacted with grief and despair to the news that Jay
Dumoulin had been killed in traffic accident on September 3. But our grief
and despair soon gave way to love and faith as we surrounded Dawn,
Levi, Nicole, Andrew, and the rest of their family.

Jay led a kind, generous, and thoughtful life. The fact that he and his
family lived so close to Marsha and Jim, Dawn’s
parents, made it simple for Jay to serve his in-
laws often, and always with a willing and joyful
heart. A little known tidbit: He was one of the
few shoe inventory experts most of us have ever
known!

Jay appreciated people and the contributions he made to his life. As Jay’s
family continues to mourn his tragic death, may they and we continue to
appreciate and thank God for the contribution Jay made to our lives.

From Dawn and

 her family....

The family of Jay
Dumoulin would like
to thank everyone for

their thoughts and
prayers this last week.
And for the continued

support I know you all
will continue to give

us.

And to Bill Coley....

Thank you for coming
to the hospital to be
with all of us. And

doing the prayer at the
luncheon for us. You

are our rock.

Love, Dawn and kids

and Marsha and Jim

 

CROP Hunger Walk, September 25
We have just two Sundays to put together a team of walkers for this year’s
CROP Hunger Walk, which will take place on Sunday, September 25,
beginning, as always, from Modern Woodmen Park in Davenport. If

you’re willing to walk the six miles as part of our
team, sign up at Mission Central or contact the
church office.

The other part of CROP Hunger Walks, of
course, is the financial donations people offer in
support of the walkers. Between now and the 25th
we will welcome your financial donations, which
will combined with the donations from people
across the Quad Cities in an effort that will raise

more than $50,000 to fight hunger locally and around the world. If you
can’t make it to worship, please send your donation to the church (check
made out to Church World Service).

Our next Bible study: The Gospels 
Our next Bible study group will offer an eight week exploration of the
Gospels in which we will examine the documents that give us almost
everything we know about Jesus,
his life and teachings.

IMPORTANT! You do NOT need
prior Bible study experience to
enjoy and benefit from this group.
All you need is a Bible - and at
your request we’ll provide one of
those to you - and a desire to learn.

If you’ve not experienced a Bill Coley-led Bible study group, know that
they are casual but intense. We learn a lot, discuss important and
thoughtful topics, but also have a lot of fun while doing so.

The eight one-hour sessions study begins Tuesday, October 11, at 6:30
p.m. We expect the group to finish on the Tuesday of Thanksgiving week.

    I love you, LORD;   

   you are my strength.

    2 The LORD is my
rock, my fortress, and
my savior; my God is
my rock, in whom I
find protection. He is
my shield, the power
that saves me, and my
place of safety. 

    3 I called on the
LORD, who is worthy
of praise, and he saved
me from my enemies.

    4 The ropes of
death entangled me;

      floods of
destruction swept over
me.

    5 The grave
wrapped its ropes
around me; death laid
a trap in my path.

    6 But in my distress
I cried out to the
LORD; yes, I prayed
to my God for help.
He heard me from his
sanctuary; my cry to
him reached his ears.

Psalm 18.1-6   (NLT)


